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When Anadromous Salmon and
Resident Trout Come Together

By Jim Bedford

A big goal of both the
DNR’s Fisheries Division
and sport fishing groups
is to reconnect the habitat
of our cold water rivers
and creeks. Dam builders
were certainly very busy
in Michigan and have frag-
mented the vast majority
of our streams. Slowly,
through dam removals and
fish ladders, we are making
it possible for trout to travel
upstream to good spawning
habitat and cold water ref-
uges.

The removal of dams on
the Boardman River is an
ongoing major reconnec-
tion project. But, not all
anglers are on board with
allowing salmon and steel-
head on their spawning runs
to join the resident browns
and brookies. Some think
that the visitors from Lake
Michigan will compete
with the trout for spawning
sites and have an adverse
affect on the natural repro-
duction of the wild trout.
They are also concerned
that the young of the anad-
romous fish will compete
with trout of similar size.
In general, salmon and
steelhead spawn on larger
gravel and in more open
areas than the more reclu-
sive browns and brookies.

And, while there will be
overlap of spawning salm-
on and resident trout in the
fall, steelhead spawn in the
spring. On the other hand,
competition between the
juvenile anadromous fish
and small resident trout for
food and space definitely
will occur. When the DNR
introduced adult steelhead
into Hunt Creek, a tributary
of the Thunder Bay River
system which is isolated
from Lake Huron by a dam
in Alpena, for several years
the number of resident trout
present decreased. This is
certainly what you would
expect since each stream
has a limited carrying ca-
pacity for resident trout.
One must remember,
however, that the reason for
fewer browns and brookies
is that the stream is now
raising rainbows to smolt-
ing size. So if you enjoy
coaxing six to eight inch
trout to take your dry fly
you will still have the same
number of trout to fish for,
just that some of them will
be rainbows. Actually, you
will probably have even
more small trout because of
the nutrients brought to the
stream from Lake Mich-
igan by the anadromous
fish. Rainbow and salm-
on eggs are very nutritious

foods for small trout and, in
the case of the chinook and
cohos, their decaying car-
casses add even more trout
food to the river.

When the salmon and
steelhead smolts leave the
river they become vulnera-
ble to the larger trout. They
are not as wary when they
head downstream and you
can bet the larger browns
take advantage of this.
And, with the smolts out
of the river, the resident
browns and brookies have
plenty of space and food to
grow large.

Fisheries  biologists
measure the abundance of
trout in a stream in pounds
per acre. This allows them
to compare the productivity
of rivers of different sizes.
It will likely surprise you
that the Little Manistee
River is right up there with
Michigan’s most productive
trout streams. You would
think that the very large
runs of both wild coho and
wild chinook salmon along
with the steelhead that this
stream supports would not
allow the strong numbers of
large browns. But, again,
we have to remember what
the anadromous salmonids

“Salmon-Trout”
Continued on page 27

Greetings From Mackinaw City, Where
Line 5 Fears Threaten a Way of Life

MACKINAW CITY

George Warner didn’t
hesitate when asked what
issues most concern folks
in this wildly popular tour-
ist town at the tip of Michi-
gan’s mitten.

“Line 5,” he told a re-
porter while buying goodies
at Devon’s Mackinac
Island Fudge Company,
one of few businesses open
Wednesday during a slow,
snowy lead-up to tourism
season.

Caitie Dannatt, 27, nod-
ded emphatically from be-
hind the cash register as she
rang up the 68-year-old Air
Force veteran.

“I'm afraid it’s going to

bust. As old as it is, you’re
rolling the dice,” said War-
ner, who lives in Cheboy-
gan and often pops into

Devon’s after checkups
at the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs health cen-

A view of the Mackinac Bridge
from Colonial Michilimackinac

in April 2018.
(Bridge photo
by Jim Malewitz)

ter here.

As northern Michigan
awaits a thaw after a long
winter, Warner and Dannatt

“Line 5”
Continued on page 13

A New Open-Water Fishing Season

By Bob Jensen

It’s a new fishing sea-
son! After a spring unlike
any other in memory, we’re

finally getting the lawn
mowers ready for action.
That’s the down-side: The
up-side is that the fish are
biting, and the bite is just

going to get better. Fol-
lowing are some things that
you can do to make your
fishing season even better
this year.

First of all, make sure
you have a current fishing
license. Some states offer
options on fishing licens-
es. For instance, in Iowa
you can buy a three year
license that offers a cost
savings. For me, even bet-
ter than the cost savings, is
the fact that I don’t have to
remember to buy a fishing
license in Iowa for a cou-
ple of years. Also in lowa,
you can buy a license that
allows an extra line. For a
few dollars more, you can
use three lines, which can
be an advantage when you
want to pull planer boards
or use slip-bobbers.

Be aware of any new
regulations that may have
been implemented. There
are frequently changes that
we need to be aware of in
daily and possession limits
and size limits. Minnesota
has changed the northern
pike laws in some areas:
Be sure you know the rules.

Be really aware of

“Open Water”
Continued on page 17
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By Curt Guyette,
Investigative Reporter,
ACLU of Michigan

Four years to the day
that the Flint water crisis
began, there has been no-
table progress. Multiple
tests, both independent
and government-run, have
shown average lead levels
dropping back below the
federal action level as a
result of switching the city
from the highly corrosive
Flint River back to the safe
and clean Detroit water
system. In response to the
testing, Gov. Rick Snyder
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The Flint Water Crisis Isn’t Over

recently announced that the
state would no longer pro-
vide free bottled water to
the city’s residents, but it
would continue to provide
water filters free of charge.

But many of the city’s
residents don’t much be-
lieve the water’s safe.
Who can blame them? Be-
cause of decisions made by
state-appointed emergency
managers and the Michigan
Department of Environ-
mental Quality, they were
forced to use water laced
with dangerously high lev-
els of lead, a potent neu-

rotoxin, and contaminated
by bacteria that cause Le-
gionnaires’ disease, which
claimed at least 12 lives
during the 18 months the
city used the Flint River as
its municipal water source.
Despite the concerns voiced
by residents and mounting
scientific evidence that a
massive problem existed,
those same officials repeat-
edly offered assurances that
the water was safe and at-
tacked the credibility of
those attempting to reveal
the truth.

Gov. Snyder’s termina-
tion of the free bottled wa-

ter program has met intense
resistance. Flint mayor
Karen Weaver has threat-
ened legal action. Dr.
Mona Hanna-Attisha,
the Flint pediatrician
who proved blood lead
levels in children dra-
matically  increased
after the switch to the
river, tweeted that bot-
tled water should contin-
ue to be provided until all
the city’s lead service lines
are replaced. Residents
agree, with many express-
ing concerns that unfiltered
tap water can still pose a
significant risk.

Recent Regulation Change Helps Anglers

Recent legislation
passed in Michigan has
simplified fishing regula-
tions for anglers, particular-
ly those pursuing steelhead
on the state’s rivers and
streams in the spring.

The legislation removed
a net size restriction that
has been in place for many
years to protect spawning
salmon from illegally being
harvested. The restriction
can be found on page 10 of
the printed 2018 Michigan
Fishing Guide, under Hand
Nets. It reads: “During
April, May and June, hand
nets larger than 5 ' feet in
circumference or having
a handle exceeding 14”
may NOT be used or pos-
sessed on designated trout
streams...”.

With the removal of this
restriction, which imme-
diately took effect, anglers
now legally may use hand
nets with handle lengths
longer than 14 inches. The
regulation created a safe-
ty issue for anglers fishing
for steelhead from boats, as

A recent regulation change gives Michigan anglers the chance to use lengthier nets
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Pursuing Steelhead This Spring
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when fishing steelhead streams this spring

there was concern anglers
would not be safe if they
had to lean way over the
side of their boat to net a
steelhead with such a short
net handle.

Anglers still can only
use hand nets to help land
lawfully hooked fish, except
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under a few circumstanc-
es (which can be found on
page 23 of the 2018 Michi-
gan Fishing Guide).

The 2018 Michigan
Fishing Guide was printed
prior to the passage of the
legislation, so the net re-
striction on designated trout

WL HIU

streams still is listed in the
current guide available at li-
cense retailers, even though
it will no longer be in effect
or enforced. However, it has
been removed from the on-
line 2018 Michigan Fishing
Guide, and will be removed
from future versions.

They are right. Lead
testing done by the Mich-
igan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality in Febru-
ary found 28 water samples
in elementary schools that
registered above the feder-
al lead limit of 15 parts per
billion.

But even that minimizes
the real problem affecting
Flint and its water supply.
Because of the Flint water
crisis, it’s now generally
acknowledged that the fed-
eral lead limit is dangerous-
ly outdated. Lead is espe-
cially harmful to pregnant
women, infants, and young
children. Even at very low
levels, lead can cause kids
to lose IQ points and to de-
velop learning disabilities
and behavioral problems.

So it isn’t surprising
that Flint’s mayor and the
rest of the community re-
main skeptical of the gov-
ernor’s declaration that the
water is safe again — as-
surances they heard before
from state officials who
knew it wasn’t fit for con-
sumption. In March 2015,
Flint’s emergency manager
refused to allow a return
to Detroit’s system, say-
ing there was no need be-
cause the water was “safe.”
Then, a few months later, a
spokesman for the Michi-
gan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality insisted
the residents of Flint should
just “relax” because exten-

HONE 231.549.3640
YAHOO.COM

sive testing showed federal
lead standards were being
met, despite warnings from
scientists that those tests
were dangerously flawed.

For families who got
sick believing official lies
about the water, there are
few reasons for faith in
government now, especial-
ly when some of the very
officials accused of playing
a role in the crisis — in-
cluding two health officials
charged with involuntary
manslaughter — remain
on the job, while taxpayers
finance their defense. In
all, 15 state and local offi-
cials were hit with felony
charges, with four having
taken plea deals in return
for their cooperation with
prosecutors.

Perhaps one of the big-
gest reasons why Flint
residents don’t trust their
government is the fact
that the law — which the
governor’s own task force
acknowledged led to this
nightmare — still hasn’t
been repealed, or even al-
tered at all.

In 2012, the legislature
passed an emergency man-
ager law, which enabled
the state to take complete
control of Flint governance
because of financial woes.
The emergency manager
immediately, and undem-
ocratically, implemented
austerity measures. Most
significantly, in an effort
to save the city $5 million
over two years, Flint’s wa-
ter supply was switched
from the relatively clean
Lake Huron to the filthy
Flint River.

There is no acceptable
explanation as to why such
an undeniably dangerous
law remains in place and
unchanged. It is telling,
though, that the targets of
this law have been cities
and school districts which,
like Flint, have majority
African-American  popu-
lations and high poverty
rates.

The state and federal
governments have already
committed $450 million
to address the aftermath of
this man-made disaster. But
that is only a fraction of
what the true cost will even-
tually be. Multiple class
action lawsuits and dozens
of individual actions have
been filed in an attempt to
win some compensation for
the damage done to resi-
dents of a city that is about
57 percent Black and has
a poverty rate that hovers

“Flint”
Continued on page 3



Senator Peters
Statement on
Senate Failure
of Ballast Water
Discharge
Legislation

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 18,2018
Zade Alsawah

WASHINGTON, D.C.
— U.S. Senator Gary Peters
(MI) released the statement
below after the U.S. Senate
failed to invoke cloture on
the Coast Guard Reautho-
rization Act that included
the controversial Vessel
Incidental Discharge Act
(VIDA):

“The spread of invasive
species presents an exis-
tential threat to health of
the Great Lakes, and I'm
pleased to have worked
with my Senate colleagues
to stop the Vessel Incidental
Discharge Act from moving
forward. Setting weak en-
vironmental standards for
ballast water in the Great
Lakes, and preempting the
State of Michigan and the
Environmental Protection
Agency’s authority, would
only put the Great Lakes at
greater risk for devastation.
As a strong supporter of the
U.S. Coast Guard and its
mission, I believe the Sen-
ate should debate and pass a
clean Coast Guard reautho-
rization bill that is free from
controversial measures like
VIDA, which jeopardiz-
es the health of the Great
Lakes and prospects for bi-
partisan Coast Guard legis-
lation.”

“Flint”
Continued from page 2

around 40 percent.

When everything’s ac-
counted for, the emergency
manager’s decision to save
$5 million could easily end
up costing taxpayers well
over $1 billion. Just one
of the many class action
lawsuits filed on behalf of
victims is seeking $722
million in damages.

If you ask the residents
of Flint, they will tell you
the crisis continues, regard-
less of what the governor
says. How could they say
otherwise when the finan-
cial costs keep rising, the
health impacts continue to
unfold, and the broken trust
remains unhealed?

Curt Guyette, an inves-
tigative reporter for the
ACLU of Michigan, played
a pivotal role in helping
expose the lead contamina-
tion of Flint’s water supply.
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John Robertson
Remembered

John Robertson, retired
Chief of Fisheries and For-
est Management divisions
of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,
died March 4, at his home
in Grand Haven. He was
76 years of age, a long time
Steelheader and member of
the Grand Haven Chapter.

Robertson had more
than 40 years of experience
in working with complex
and contentious natural
resources issues and was
skilled in bringing diverse,
often competing, interests
together to collaborate and
strengthen their advocacy
for the values they held in
common.

While serving as Chief
of the Fisheries Division,
he was instrumental in ne-
gotiating the settlement of
a bitter and drawn out Fed-
eral lawsuit between the
native tribes and commer-
cial and sport anglers. And
while Chief of Fisheries, his
efforts to design programs
across disciplines, adding

much needed public rela-
tions, political science, and
basic legal training to the
curricula used for training
resource managers of the
future, earned him a Dis-
tinguished Service Award
from Michigan State Uni-
versity. He has been an ad-
vocate and leader for joint
jurisdictional management
of the Great Lakes fishery
under the aegis of the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission
and spearheaded the cre-
ation of citizen fishery advi-
sory groups for each of the
five Great Lakes.

In partnership  with
Michigan State University
he was instrumental in the
design, development and
creation Great Lakes Lead-
ership Academy (GLLA),
which conducts specialized
training in individual and
organizational leadership.
He also served as both a
coach and mentor for the
GLLA’s Emerging Leaders
and Leadership Advance-
ment programs. He was

commended by the Great
Lakes Fisheries Commis-
sion for his efforts in fos-
tering cooperation among
the states and Canadian
provinces sharing the man-
agement of the Lakes and
has received awards for his
work in creating the Great
Lakes Fishery Trust Fund;
the Fishery Advisory Com-
mittees of Lake St. Clair,
Lake Erie, Lake Huron,
Lake Michigan and Lake
Superior.

He will be best remem-
bered by his friends and col-
leagues as a mentor. John
had a unique ability and
a sense of how he could
help you accomplish what
needed to be done by guid-
ing you through the pro-
cess. There are countless
examples over his lifetime
when he could have of just
picked up the phone and
used his influence to solve
your problem for you, but
instead, he advised you on
what you needed to do to
solve the problem for your-
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John Robertson, former retired Chief of Fisheries
and Forest Management divisions of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources

self and as a result you were
a better manager, or fisher-
man, or person for having
had the experience.
Memorial contributions
may be made to the Great
Lakes Leadership Endow-

ment Fund, Michigan State
University, University Ad-
vancement, 535 Chestnut
Road, Room 300, East Lan-
sing, MI 48824. Donations
may be made online on the
Academy page at msu.edu.
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The Great Lakes Fish-
eries’ Commission 2018
Upper Lakes Committee
Meeting was held on March
19-22 in Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario, at which time re-
search biologists from all
the Upper Lakes presented
their research.

The prey base for Lakes
Michigan and Huron are
still at historic low levels.
There have been no signif-
icant improvements.

Nick Legler’s (WDNR)
research on the bottle neck
for Alewife reproduction
was very interesting. He
said because of the Clean
Water Act, the phosphorous
levels in Lakes Michigan
and Huron are so low that
there are few chlorophyll
blooms in the summer and
fall. Therefore, the Zoo-
plankton which feeds on
the chlorophyll are fewer in
number and newly hatched
Alewife have nothing to
feed on after the yolk sac is
gone. Therefore, mid-lake
reproduction of Alewife is
very low.

River mouths which
have nutriments flushing
downstream have slightly
larger chlorophyll blooms
and have slightly better
reproduction. The choke
point of Alewife reproduc-
tion is the very low levels
of phosphorous.

Sea Lamprey in Lake
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MSSFA PRESIDENT
Dr. Ken Merckel

Aleni

Huron, after nearly 30
years on a downward trend,
are now increasing. Two
rivers in Ontario North
Channel are producing very
high numbers of Sea Lam-
prey, but at this time cannot
be treated because they are
in First Nation Lands and
the native people object to
poisoning the rivers.

Lake Michigan Sea
Lamprey levels are below
target, wounding rates are
below target and the trend
is holding steady.

Sea Grant Fisheries
meetings are being held
throughout the State. Four
workshops are being held
for Lake Huron fishers.
The April 19, 2018 Ubly,
MI. workshop had 103
people in attendance. The
topics were Prey Fish sur-
vey, Lake Huron Predator
diet study, the Off Shore
Fishery Native Cisco res-
toration efforts, Saginaw
Bay Walleye, Yellow Perch
Fishery and Lake Huron
Management. After much

LS gman

discussion on Yellow Perch
limits, the majority sup-
ported a 25 fish State wide
daily limit. The Cisco (her-
ring) restoration of 1 mil-
lion fish per year for 10
years to be planted on reefs
in outer Saginaw Bay was
discussed and supported.

The By-Laws Commit-
tee has sent out the first
draft of the new By-Laws
to all of the chapter presi-
dents and representatives
for comments. If possible,
get your comments back by
early May, so the commit-
tee can put together a sec-
ond draft that reflect your
comments. By the June
board meeting, we would
like to discuss the new
By-Laws. I wish to thank
everyone who attended the
special board meeting. It
allowed us to work on some
special issues.

Have a safe summer and
a great fishing season.

— Kenneth E. Merckel,
D.D.S.

P-LINE FLUOROCARBON

P-LINE FLOROCLEAR

FLUOROCARBON.

FLUOROCLEAR.
THE LEADERS IN STEALTH.

100% Pure Japanese Fluorocarbon with the extreme
invisibility, low stretch and soft feel you’ve come to expect.
Its ultra low water absorption means superior knot strength.

Fluorocarbon coated and extruded to be extremely soft.
Virtually invisible with amazing castability Floroclear glides
through the guides effortlessly. Hands down the most
fisherman friendly line on the market.

| LINE}

www.P-Line.com

Ei@E

D0 IT RIGHT
WITH ATLAS-MIKE'S

No other company gives you more fish catching products for salmon,
steelhead and trout than Atlas-Mike's. Salmon eqgs, floating trout
baits, marshmallows, fish attractants, bait cures and brines plus
salmon/steelhead accessories, we have it all! Every angler's looking

foran edge, tip the odds in your favor with Atlas-Mike's.
INTRODUGING...

he
L gﬁﬁ’ﬂ ,gii@,

TRAOUT » SALMON «STEELKEAD.

Quality Baits For Over 80 Years

Spice up your baits with Brite & Tight ﬂl"ﬂ'
Super Dye. Just add to your favorite bait  EFWIE WE m !H-IIEII

cures ordirectly to bait..easy and effective! m E.‘ i m E

Super concentrated..won't easily wash off. e sor apegee | " W Do
UV enhanced Brite & Tight Bait Brightener -h....w‘ :.".,‘;",;.ﬁ‘ Timmaen | | VA T
[ — | ——

-q....

_-ULﬁ

adds intense shine to your fresh baits and
helps rejuvenate old or frozen baits.

GIVE ‘EM WHAT THEY WANT,
WHEN THEY WANT IT...ATLAS-MIKE'S!

"www.AtlasMikes.com

LA

%

Adjustment
Screw

Release

A

Mini Lock-Jaw Clip

This clip may be mini but when it comes to holding power it's Hole for drop weight:
second only to it's big brother. the original Lock-Jaw! or other applications
Holds mono, super braids, power pro, lead core or copper lines
without damaging the line! The Mini Lock-Jaw fits The Walleye Board,
TX-44, TX-22, TX-12 & TX-6 planer boards, but we recommend the full size
Lock-Jaw for the TX-44. The Mini Lock-Jaw is designed to fit other side planers

drop weights and works for many other applications. 234° Long x 34" Wide
Part# 40620, 2pk Color - yellow Replacement Pads part# 40701 6/pk £ Longxdn TIde

Church Tackle Co:

Locking Arm
easy to open &close

attaching
to side-planers

TX-007 Stern Planer & TX-005 Mini Stern Planer

Original Lock-Jaw Mini Lock-Jaw

An all new type of planer!
bw
S S
Effective for all species. Great
for trolling congested areas and for more effective contour
trolling along drop offs, contour lines, reef edges and
weed lines in rivers, lakes or the ocean. Run more lines
off the back of the boat by staggering the Stern Planers.
Run any distance from the boat, yet maintain desired

depth. Easy to attach and remove.
(Pros suggest the ideal distance is a minimum of 200’ behind boat.)

We didn’t invent the planer board, we just perfected it!

A one-stop shop for planer boards, 7 different styles
& ALL MADE IN THE USA

TA-44 Super Plansr The Walleye Board

14" % 4 4 Ml

NEW! Sti Diving Weight

Unique error-proof design allows anglers to put more fish
in the boat! Water strikes top surface, forcing Stingray
downward. A fish on forces the nose upward & Stingray
to the surface. Unpainted or painted
2 snaps for each weight included
Size#2-1.4 0z

EZ Store! For Your Planer Board

Allows for easy planer storage!  Change fow-arm & clips in a snap!
(Board sold separately)

Size#3-2.70z

Size#-.70z

é¢

#40300 unpainted

P

Optional E-Z Store devise easily attaches to the Walleye #4003 unpainted
Board, TX-44 & TX-22 side planers. Slide the tow-arm
off for storage or change to another tow-arm & clip then
slide back on when you're ready to fish again.

Part# 40519 sold 2 per package 1 left & 1 right

#40302 black #40306 chartreuse

#40304 orange




Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

MSSFA celebrated the
beginning of a new fishing
season by having to cancel
the the annual spring Presi-
dents’ Meeting in Lansing,
MI on April 14th. Unsea-
sonally cold weather, sleet
sweep roadways and haz-
ardous driving conditions
caused MSSFA to cancel
the meeting. Tournaments
and recommissioning our
boats, now that better
weather has arrived, will
force us to wait until an
upcoming board meeting
to award prizes for the new
member recruitment draw-
ing and Todd Grischke’s
presentation on the Gray-
ling Restoration Project.
We have, however, been
invited to the Great Lakes
Fish Commission Annual
Meeting in Toronto, Ontar-
io on May 10th to present
Dr. John Dettmers with the
Howard A. Tanner Award at
its annual awards luncheon.
John will receive the award
for his dedication and out-
standing contributions to
Michigan’s  anadromous
fish sport fishery in the

presence of his peers.

On Feb. 28th I attended
the hearing on House Bill
5638 which would amend
Part 327 (Great Lakes Pres-
ervation) of the Natural Re-
sources and Environmental
Protection Act (NREPA) to
provide an additional ave-
nue for submitting a water
withdrawal assessment, to
regulate the calculations
for determining streamflow
depletion, and to exempt
agricultural ~ withdrawals
from Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requests. The
bill is strongly supported
by Farm Bureau and gives
corporation farmers the op-
portunity to independently
determine how much wa-
ter the aquifer is capable of
supplying to irrigate large
fields of seed corn in south-
west Michigan. This could
have an adverse impact on
water levels in streams and
rivers in the area. The bill
is strongly opposed by MS-
SFA, TU and MUCC as
well as the Quality of Life
Agencies in Michigan. The
hearing was adjourned af-
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MSSFA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dennis Eade

ter the proponents testified
and, as of this date, has not
been scheduled.

A new proposed com-
mercial  fishing  statue
which was negotiatied
behind closed doors with
the commercial fishers,
the MDNR and Michigan
Fish Producers Association
failed to get introduced for
lack of a bill sponsor in the
senate. This opened the
door for MSSFA and other
sport fishing groups, in-
cluding the Michigan Char-
ter Boat Association, Trout
Unlimited, MUCC, Sagi-
naw Bay Walleye Club, and
the Hammond Bay Anglers
Association to work direct-
ly with Senator Mike Green
on SB 925 which protects
sport fishing from the ad-
verse impact the orginal
legislation would have
caused.

SB 925, was introduced
on April 11th and referred
to the Committee on Out-
door Recreation and Tour-
ism. This bill does several
good things: 1) Lists all
game fish under Part 487
as not allowed for commer-
cial harvest; 2) Establishes
requirements for GPS loca-
tions of nets when lowered
or lifted, and a website to
go to access that informa-
tion; 3) There are a variety
of improvements on report-
ing and daily record keep-
ing; 4) The conditions of
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Senator Mike Green receives input on commercial fishing bill (SB 925)
from (L-R): Dennis Eade, MSSFA, Senator Green, Dan Eichinger, MUCC,

an issued permit can spec-
ify when gear can be in the
water and when it has to be
lifted; 5) Every three years
the Department of Natural
Resources will conduct a
by-catch study, and using
that, we will be able to bet-
ter understand the effect of
commercial fishing on the
entirety of the fishery. The
Commercial Fishery Ad-
visory Group identified in
the bill needs to be more
balanced in terms of pro-
ponents and opponents of
commercial fishing — as it

and Bryan Burroughs, TU.

stands, commercial fishing
proponents hold a majority
within the group, determine
the best course in mov-
ing ahead. I met with the
chairman of the Outdooor
Recreation and Tourism
Committee, Senator Geoff
Hansen, on April 26th in
Lansing and he admitted
he had not read the bill and
would reserve comment
until he had researched the
bill’s provisions and talked
with commercial fishers.
We need the the support of
all sport fishermen across

the state for passage of this
bill. When hearings are an-
nounced, we need you to
come to Lansing and testify
in support of SB 925! An
alert will be sent out but
watch for a hearing date
and make time to come
to Lansing and attend the
hearing, fill out a card sup-
porting the bill or testify di-
rectly on behalf of passage.

On the federal level, we
have succeeded in gaining

“MSSFA”
Continued on page 10

By Dennis Eade

The FishPass Project
on the Boardman River is
a once in a generation op-
portunity to transform an
underperforming river sys-
tem into a potentially world
class fishery and to greatly

expand our options for fish
passage at the terminal (the
lowest most) fish passage
barriers to Great Lakes fish
by providing a unique field
facility to test a wide range
of ideas to selectively pass
fish. To understand the
threshold we are about to

cross, you need to consider
the concept of “The Shift-
ing Base Line” popularized
by Dr. Daniel Pauly, who
developed the concept of
shifting baselines in 1995
and authored the seminal
paper, Fishing down marine
food webs, in 1998. His

amazing TED Talk on the
topic is at https://www.ted.
com/talks/daniel_pauly_
the_ocean_s_shifting_base-
line. The essence of his ar-
gument is the perception of
what a healthy ecosystem
looks like and is capable
of producing is dependent

on the moment in time you
start observing it without
any consideration of what
it was previously, constant-
ly forgetting there ever was
a past. This view of a con-
tinually degraded baseline,
without a past, continues
with generation after gener-
ation of observers with the
result being a permanent-
ly impoverished system.
What it was like before or
what it could be like in the
future is not fathomable or
at least, not considered in a
vision of what system is ca-
pable of being.

This phenomenon is
occurring among certain
angler groups in the Board-
man River Valley. Groups
like the Brook Trout Coa-
lition and some local river
property owners consider
the Boardman River sys-
tem as “just fine the way
it is,” producing many but
very limited large sized
brook and brown trout.
They cannot fathom a time
when lake trout, whitefish,
lake herring, round white-
fish (Menominee), yellow
perch, burbot, white and
longnose suckers, mus-
kellunge and a multitude
of other Great Lakes were
commonly using the Board-
man River system season-
ally prior to the dams being
built. They do not realize

if you pass steelhead in the
system you are also likely to
create a “resident” rainbow
trout fishery, similar to that
in the Pine River above Tip-
py Dam, in close proximity
to Traverse City. By having
reproducing  populations
of Great Lakes fish in the
river, you are reducing the
possibility of an ecological
catastrophe such as the in-
vasion of quagga and zebra
mussels, destabilizing and
devastating Great Lakes’
fish populations.

A key problem with the
current Boardman River
fishery is a lack of nutri-
ents in the system. Only
low amounts of nutrients
are coming off a landscape
dominated by forests. The
only place you are going
to get nutrient subsidies is
from fish coming from the
Great Lakes depositing lots
of materials in the stream
in the form of eggs, excre-
tion products, carcasses and
young which provide mutu-
al benefits for both resident
and migatory species. The
increased nutrients from
the Great Lakes should in-
crease the numbers of large
“resident’ brook and brown
trout and MI DNR has ev-
idence from other linked

“Boardman”
Continued on page 11
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$100 reward offered by DNR if you catch one of these fish

By Michael Kransz
mkransz@mlive.com

BAY COUNTY, MI --
There’s tens of thousands of
dollars in the Saginaw Bay
and anglers can reel it in
one walleye at a time.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
recently tagged and released
3,000 walleye fish in Sagi-
naw Bay tributary rivers as
part of their annual drive to
get anglers to help monitor
survival and harvest rates of
the species as well as their
movements.

Of the 3,000 tagged
walleye, about 20 percent
of the tags include a $100
reward when reported, ac-
cording to the DNR. More
than 100,000 walleye have
been tagged since 1981, but
the cash reward for report-
ing a catch began within the
last several years.

Chuckie Militello, own-
er of Chuckies Bait and
Tackle in Hampton Town-
ship, has caught a lot of
walleye in his life but never
one with a winning tag. He
remembers when a custom-
er of his, Dan Ford, caught
one in May 2017.

“I was excited for him,”
Militello said. “It costs a lot
of money to go fishing and
when you go fishing and
catch one with a $100 tag

in its mouth, that makes the
day a lot easier.”

“It’s like catching a
hidden treasure,” he said,
laughing.

Within the next week or
two, walleye making their
spawning runs in Saginaw
Bay tributary rivers will re-
turn to the bay and adjoin-
ing areas of Lake Huron,
said Dave Fielder, a DNR
fisheries research biologist.

In other words, it’s a
good time to catch the fish,
said Militello.

“Right now is really a
unique time,” he said. “I
was fishing yesterday, we
must have caught 15, 20
walleye right at the mouth
of the Saginaw River. Right
now is a good time for even
anovice to go out and catch
some walleye.”

There’s an estimated 2.2
million walleye age two or
older in the Saginaw Bay
and nearby areas of Lake
Huron, Fielder said. The
tagging operation, which
began in 1981, helps man-
age the population’s sus-
tainability. Each year, the
DNR pays out between
$3,000-$5,000, he said.

“It’s really essential
information for the fisher-
ies managers to make sure
we’re not overharvesting
these populations,” he said.

The cash incentive be-

gan several years ago as a
way to increase reporting
and ensure more accurate
data, Fielder said.

To cash in on a reward
tag, anglers must provide
a clear photo of it to the
DNR. Reporting tagged
walleye can be done by
mail at the address on the
tag, by phone at 989-684-
9141 and online at michi-
gan.gov/taggedfish.

“We are very apprecia-
tive to those who take the
time to report them,” Field-
er said. “We couldn’t do it
without their participation.”

The DNR, for the sec-
ond year in a row, is tag-
ging walleye with an or-
ange disk-shaped tag, as
opposed to the silver-col-
ored jaw tags put on in pre-
vious years. Fielder said it
was done to see if it helped
reporting numbers by mak-
ing the tags more visible.

It may be the last year of
disk-shaped tags, though,
because they have a ten-
dency to fall off the fish, he
said.

Walleye season is year-
round on the Saginaw Bay.
The catch limit is eight per
day, and the fish must be at
least 13 inches long. Fish-
ing for walleye on the bay’s
tributary rivers begins the
last Saturday of April,
Fielder said.

Dan Ford holds the $100 reward walleye he caught in May 2017.
(Photo courtesy of Chuckie Militello)
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What Does A Changing
Forage Base
Mean for Lake Michigan
Salmon and Trout?

By Matthew Kornis, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
and Ben Turschak, Mich-
igan DNR

In recent years, alewife
abundance has reached his-
torically low levels in Lake
Michigan. Invasion of ze-
bra and quagga mussels has
limited food available for
alewife, and predation on
alewife by salmon and trout
has further reduced their
abundance. This reduc-
tion is especially evident
in the older, larger alewife
that are most responsible
for producing future year
classes. The lake’s forage
base has seen other chang-
es in addition to fewer ale-
wife, including increased
abundance of nonnative
round goby, a bottom-ori-
ented prey fish that eats
zebra and quagga mussels.
Understanding how salmon
and trout species are adjust-
ing to these changes in their
forage base is a chief con-
cern to anglers and fishery
managers.

Several fisheries agen-
cies and research institu-
tions joined forces to study
the diet of Chinook salmon,
lake trout, coho salmon,
steelhead, and brown trout
in Lake Michigan in 2015
and 2016. Diets assessed
from stomach contents
showed that alewife was
the most important item in
each species’ diet. How-
ever, Chinook salmon and
coho salmon fed more ex-
clusively on alewife, while
lake trout, brown trout, and
steelhead had more diverse

diets that included more
round gobies, bloaters
(chubs), yellow perch, and/
or insects.

The study also found
that salmon and trout diets
were different in different
areas of the lake, at differ-
ent times of year, and from
fish captured from different
parts of the water column.
For example, Chinook
salmon usually fed almost
exclusively on alewife,
but bloater (chub) made
up almost half of Chinook
salmon diet in northeastern
Lake Michigan during late

summer of 2016. Lake
trout and brown trout also
tended to eat more round
gobies in spring and fall
than in summer. This may
be because round gobies
are more available to salm-
on and trout when they mi-
grate to deeper water in the
fall, and back to shallow
water in spring. During
summer, gobies are usu-
ally spawning in shallow,
rocky areas less accessible
to salmon and trout preda-
tors. Lake trout captured
in bottom-set gill nets in
the spring and fall also had
a much higher proportion
of round goby in their diet
than lake trout captured
by anglers. This may be
because Lake Michigan
anglers typically target
salmon and trout during
the summer when they are
actively feeding on sus-
pended alewife and less
frequently capture trout
on bottom, where they are
more likely to be feeding
on bottom-oriented prey
like round goby. The bot-
tom line is that the stomach
contents of any given fish
does not provide a good
representation of that spe-
cies’ diet in other times of
year or in other areas of the
lake.

In short, the results
show that alewife is still
the most important diet
item in Lake Michigan, but
that competition for this
declining prey fish will be
greatest between Chinook
salmon and coho salmon.
Lake trout, brown trout,
and steelhead are capa-
ble of diversifying their
diets and will likely be
more resilient to declines
in alewife abundance than
Chinook salmon and coho
salmon.
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Average Salmon and Trout Diet Percentages by weight in
Lake Michigan, 2015.
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THE MICHIGAN STEELHEAD &
~ SALMON FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION

THE QUALITY OF FISHING REFLECTS THE QUALITY OF LIVING!

MSSFA was organized in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.
With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending

hearings.

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSEN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route to tall the new products and techniques on the market through our advertisers.

Membership Grand Haven Great Lakes Bay Region || Metro-West - Livonia Southwestern Michigan Traverse City Area
Renee Davis Roger Belter, President Mark Trudell, President Larry Tabaka, President Jim Marohn, President Joe Cruzen, President
616-350-6933 616-842-0877 989-839-4920 517-546-2824 269-983-7298 741 Indian Trail Blvd.
mssfamembership@gmail.com mjbelter@altelco.net kathy@steel-headers.com LarryTabaka@comcast.net jim.marohn@doubledayoffice.com Traverse City, MI 49686
248-563-0302
N N Rich Wilson, Director Vicki Decker, Director Roger Hinchcliff, Director Robert Schultz, Director
Executive Director 517-676-2920 989-859-7472 734-657-6535 616-450-4849 Dick Hartrick, Membership Director
Dennis Eade rtwilson42@yyahooo.com steelheadmanifesto@gmail.com bob_schultz9259@att.net 231-536-2271
616-298-8842 John Letts, Sr., Alternate Director Dick758@aol.com
deneade@charter.net Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com maintenance@stjohn23.net Henry Nabors, Membership Dir. Website: www.swmisteelheaders.com
248-225-4964 facebook.com/Southwestern Steelheaders facebook.com/Traverse City Area
facebook.com/Great Lakes Bay Region HHNabors@gmail.com Steelheaders

AuSable Grand Raplds Steelheaders [ ’ www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org
Gene Kirvan, President Don Remington, President Website: Thunder Bay
3842 8. Cruzen Dr., Mikado, M, 48745 616-329-3520 Website: http://steel-headers.com www.metroweststeelheaders.org Dan Bouchard, President - X
989-739-2313 or 989-739-2313 donremington99@yahoo.com facebook.com/Metro West Steelheaders 989-255-7350 Cell Whlte Rlver
calypsocharters@yahoo.com dan-bouchard@hotmail.com Clint Pollock, President

Nich Hamadanchi, VP Holland 231-893-0210
Michael Kovach, VP/Treas. 616-401-6080 Steve Weatherwax, President South Haven whpollock@netzero.net
3746 N US 23, Unit 20 nick.hamadanchi@gmail.com 616-836-3809 Rich Chapman, President/Director Thumb Chapter
Oscoda, MI 48750 Waxer1221@yahoo.com president@southhavensteelheaders.com Scott Stanke, President Jim Vander Maas, Director
989-739-1182 Bob Strek, VP/Treasurer 989-553-0972 616-644-4023
mijo2095@charter.net 616-723-1268 Brian Eade, Director Tim Stegeman, Alternate Director scottstanke@gmail.com jvmaas@charter.net

616-836-4071 269-208-4235

Rob Schroeder, Director brian.eade@live.com statedirector@southhavensteelheaders.com Bob Golochowicz, Director
Battle Creek robertjschroeder@yahoo.com 586-242-1548
Greg Peck, President Website: www.hollandsteelheaders.org Website: rgoloch@comcast.net
269-998-9407 Website: www.grsteeelheaders.org facebook.com/Holland Steelheaders www.southhavensteelheaders.com

facebook.com/Michigan Steelheaders facebook.com/South Haven Steelheaders Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
Mark Spann, Director (Grand Rapids Chapter) facebook.com/Thumb Chapter Michi-
269-207-6411 gan Steelheaders
Battlecreeksteelheaders.com

M.5.5.F.A. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
odays Date: Method of Payment: Check __ Cash ___ Credit Card Check Membership Type Below
MSSFA Chapter Locatlons (check one) Visa MC CC Exp. Date: 3-Digit Code Renewal:
Credit Card Number: Mew Mamber:
Membership Expiration Date: ahune#.' Associate:
{Home Chapter required below)
Alpena % Members Name: List Home Chapter if Associate
*
Traverse Address: ther:
City Au Sable ¥
City, State, Zip Membership Payment:
el gz;bc%"* e-mail Address: Tribal Negatiations Fund
* - -
Whitehall 4 Sponsored By: rotat
Grand - p -
Grand Haveny Rapids MSSFA State and Chapter Dues (Yearly)
BRIt * O Au Sable $60.00 (Oscoda O Holland $40.00 0 Thunder Bay $40.00 [Alpena)
Battle O Battle Creek $50.00 O Metro West $40.00 (Livenia) O Traverse City $40.00

South Haven# Cre*ek Livonia* o Grand Haven $40.00 O South Haven $40.00 O White River $40.00 (Whitehall)

o Grand Rapids $45.00 O SW MI, 545,00 (5t Joseph) O At Large Membership $35.00
Saint Joseph % O Great Lakes Bay Region $40.00 O Thumb $40,00 (Harber Beach) O Junior Membership $5.00
(Midland) Mail to: MSSFA
Copyright © Free Vector Maps.com 1950 Grand River Dr, NE
Ada, MI 49301

= A X 3 -
The following Chapters accept online payments via Credit Card and/or PayPal.
A PayPal account is not needed-use the option credlt card.-Note: some Chapters charge a small fee for processing.

—

—_— e — -
Holland www.hollandsteelheaders. org ° Metro-West (leonla) www.metroweststeelheaders.org
South Haven www.southhavensteelheaders.com-» ‘SGUfﬁwestern( Saint Joseph) www.swmisteelheaders.com
Traverse City www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org
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INTRODUCING THE

EZ CRANKBAIT

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
MUCC Headquarters

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
2101 Wood Street, Lansing, MI
Wednesday 7:00 Rose Lake Shooting
Range, 14500 Peacock

June 20,2018 PM Road. Bath MI

* Properly tuned crankbaits catch more fish oad, Bat

* Easy fo use, won't d bait ~

asy fo use, won't damage bai Wednesday 7:00 MUCC

* Works for baits with the eye in the bill or coming out of the nose,
* High-strength Nylon construction

August 15,2018 PM

Wednesday 7:00

oL d included

. Pg:g;r#l;c8%7e992 October 17,2018 PM Mucc
Adjustable tension knob .

prevents over-tuning Wednesday 7:00 MUCC

December 19,2018 | PM

Fishing The Lake Michigan Waters

Off Manistee, Michigan For
Salmon and Trout

: -
Sport Fishing Charters

Capt. Fred Bolton

USCG Licensed Cell: 248.670.2479
Stale DNR Inspecied Email: FreddieB@acegroup.cc

)'f_' www.FreddieBSportfishingCharters.com |

ALL NEW, OR38
Awesome Crappie Board

Youll™D) !i . 4

Your Leader In Trolling Technology

www.offshoretackle.com

r |
I Coarverent Locatian nevi
R . R . | &0 Manistes, Litthe :
MSSFA State Board of Directors, Officers and Committee Chairs | Manistee and Bear creek |
|
|
Dr. Ken Merckel President kenmerckel@yahoo.com M o (o o .
Lake Huron Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee
Legislative Committee )
4544 Amick Street
Dennis Eade Executive Director deneade@charter.net Brethren, Michigan 49819
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee Phone: 231-477-5588
Lenglathe Committee "\ 231"1?'5585*” Website:
Eric Braden Vice President esbraden630@gmail.com www.brethrenbungalows.com
Gerry Sickon Secretary gsickon@ford.com
Lake Erie Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee
Nick Hamadanchi Treasurer nick.hamadanchi@gmail.com PA Y$$$ TO BELONG
Jim Vander Maas Tribal Negotiations Committee Co-Chair jvmaas@charter.net A list of part|C|pat|ng retailers is below.
Brian Eade Tribal Negotiations Committee Co-Chair brian.eade@live.com The most current information can be found
Roger Hinchcliff Streams Committee RHinchcliff@mortgageone.biz on the MSSFA website:
Renee Davis Pays to Belong Coordinator mssfapaays@gmail.com Mssfa. org
Membership Director mssfamembership@gmail.com
Name Address City State Zip Discount Type
1 AJ's Automotive 13711 Ironwood NW Walker MI 49544 Member Rates
2 Al & Bob's Sports 3100 S. Davison Wyoming MI 49548 10% Discount with Al & Bob's Card
3 All Auto Care 1234 Ball Ave. NE Grand Rapids MI 49505 Member Rates
4 Alpine Rent-All & Sales 1452 Alpine Ave NW Grand Rapids Mi 49504 10% on Stihl & Toro Parts. Www.alpinerent-all.com info@alpinerent-all.com
5 Ann's Custom Canvas 4414 Remembrance Rd Walker Mi 49544 10% Discount, not valid on specials. Mention steelheaders before ordering
6 Art Van Furniture Statewide Friends and Family Sales only (need special coupon)
7 Auto Owners Insurance 303 E. Monroe Durand Mi 48429 Rowe Agent Group #486
8 Batteries Plus 2061 N-139 Suite B Benton Harbor Mi 49022 10% & Member Discount 269-925-7374 www.batteriesplus.com
9 Batteries Plus 386 Bay Park Dr, Suite B Holland MI 49424 10% & Member Discount 616-396-9914 www.batteriesplus.com
10 | Batteries Plus 5228 S. Westnedge Ave Kalamazoo Mi 49002 10% & Member Discount 269-553-2355 www.batteriesplus.com
1 Batteries Plus 3031 28th Street SE Kentwood MI 49512 10% & Member Discount 616-575-0500 www.batteriesplus.com
12 | Batteries Plus 5839 Hrvey Street, Suite 6 Norton Shores MI 49444 10% & Member Discount 231-747-9168 www.batteriesplus.com
13 | Berkfield & Co LTD 2625 Pontiac Lake Road Waterford Mi 48328 5% Great Lake Sportsmens Program on personal Insurance, on home/auto.
14 | Big Lake Oultfitters of Saugatuck 640 Water St Saugatuck Mi 49453 10% on fishing tackle (retail store) with membership card 269-857-4762
15 | Big Papa Sportfishing 50642 Oregon Ave. Novi MI 48374 10% except on equipment
16 | Black Dog Outfitters 4444 14 Mile Rd Rockford Mi 49341 10% Discount on fly tying materials, hooks & lines. www.blackdog-outfitters.com
17 BoatU.S. $15 Annual Membership Dues - Use Membership # GA83723B
17 ] Bob's Outdoors Statewide www.bobsoutdoors.com 10% Discount (www.bobsoutdoors.com)
18 ] Brenner's Service 4765 W River Dr Comstock Park MI 46321 5% exclusions may apply. 616-784-9872 dawnbrenner@hotmail.com
19 | Dayton, Rick R, DDS 169 Louis Campau Promenade Ste 2A Grand Rapids Mi 49503 20% off all services ~ (616)458-2545
20 | Cascade Capital Funding 4251 Cascade Rd. SE Grand Rapids MI 49546 Free appraisal up to $300.00
21 Dockside Marine, Inc 4320 State Rd Glennie MI 48737 15% Off Parts & Accessories (Excludes Electronics)
21 Dunham's Sports Statewide 10% Discount # 50050/3
22 Firestone - Metro 25 19268 Middlebelt Livonia MI 48152 $20 off on $200 or more on service www.metro25firestone.com
23 [ Fish with Jim Outfitters http:/iwww.fishwithjimoutfitters.com/ 248-252-1277 Discount $50.00 off the total trip price.
24 | Glacier Corporation 1021 Fuller St. Santa Ana CA 92701 Aquarium Chillers for "salmon in classroom) $625 + 60 (s&h) = $685
25 | Great Lakes Angler Magazine www.glangler.com Use promo code MCLUB10 1yr/$13, 2yr/$25, 3yr/$36
25 | Health First Chiropractic Clinic 2526 Woodmeadow Dr SE Grand Rapids MI 49546 First Visit Free
26 | Homestead Resort on Betsie River 2399 Dam Rd Benzonia Mi 49616 10% In Season, 25% Off Season (homestead@crystal-rentals.com)
27 [ Insta-Launch Campground 20 Park Ave Manistee Mi 49660 Member Discount
28 | Insurance Shop/Fremont Ins. 824 Water St. East Jordan MI 49727 10% Discount off insurance for MSSFA Group Members
29 Jim Waldron Pontaic, Buick, GMC 1146 S. State Rd Davison MI 48423 Contact Nick Russlol for Sales, 10% off all parts not to exceed $100.00
29 | J Smith Custom Tackle 1136 E Hughes Lake Road Rose City MI 48654 15% - 20% off depending on rod. Customrodsbyjsmith.com 989-685-2819
30 JK&M Marine 14990 Telegraph Rd Redford MI 48239 10% off merchandise except sale items (www.kandmmarine.com)
31 Kamp Oil Inc 6467 Manistee St Fredric Mi 49733 Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avail.
32 J Kamp Oil Inc 3650 Eastern Ave SE Grand Rapids MI 49508 Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avalil.
33 ] Beebe Oil Co (aka Kamp Oil) 4999 22 Mile Rd Utica MI 48317 Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avalil.
33 | Lapeer Boat Service 3556 Fort Knox Dr Lapeer Mi 48446 10% off parts and labor (810-245-6038)
34 | Liberty Tax Service 544 E. 8th St. Holland Mi 49423 $20.00 Discount on tax service
35 | Life Family Chiropractic Centres 5795 Balsam Dr Hudsonville MI 49426 Complimentary 1st visit (excludes medicare) 50% off 1st massage
36 | Linwood Beach Marina & Campground 135 S. Linwood Beach Linwood MI 48634 10% off service work
37 [ Logan's Run Muskegon River Cottage Rental 1648 Gardner St. Newaygo Mi 49337 10% Discount www.logansrun.us 616-485-4501
37 | Mark's Sport Shop 11530 Mason Dr Grant Mi 49327 Member Discount
38 jMUCC 2101 Wood Street Lansing Mi 48912 $18.00 Membership Dues
39 | Ramada Lighthouse Inn 1555 Phoenix Rd. South Haven Mi 49090 20% Discount 269-639-9900
40 [ Richfield RV Statewide 10% Discount
41 River Raisin Marina & Campground 2502 E. EIm Avenue Monroe Mi 48161 Buy 1 get 1 free - call 313-575-4367 (www.riverraisinmarina.com)
41 RX Optical Statewide Plan 308
42 Slamco Internet Sales www.slammertipup.com 10% Discount
43 | Sonus 3535 Parks St, Suite 108 Muskegon Heights MI 49444 10% Discount. 231-737-4570 laura.szot@americanhearingsonus.com
44 1 Sun Coast Marine 1172 68th Street South Haven Mi Member discount
45 [ The Angling Outpost 2480 Duck Lane Rd Whitehall Mi 49461 www.anglingoutpost.com 5% use coupon "steelheader" for online purchases
45 | Tuffy Muffler 435 N. Beacon Grand Rapids MI 49417 10% off parts and labor
46 [ Tuffy Muffler 4384 Kalamazoo SE Grand Rapids MI 48512 10% off parts and labor
47 | Tuffy Muffler 610 28th St SE Grand Rapids Mi 49507 10% off parts and labor
48 | Tuffy Muffler 4315 Clyde Park SW Wyoming MI 49509 10% off parts and labor
49 [ Van's Sport Center 1855 Alpine Ave. Walker MI 49544 10% Discount
49 | Warrior Lures 5915 Lillian La Traverse City Mi 49684 10% Discount on all product ordered (www.warriorlures.com)
50 | West Michigan Propeller 847 lonia Ave. NW Grand Rapids MI 49503 10% Discount
51 WG Grinders 5769 28th St. SE Crand Rapids M| 49512 10% Discount dine in/carry out (catering discounts available)
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Gov. Snyder Welcomes Chicago as Newest Member of
Great Lakes Basin Partnership to Block Asian Carp

Contacts:
Governor’s Office:
Jordan Kennedy
517-335-6397
DNR: Ed Golder
517-284-5815

March 28,2018

LANSING, Mich. -
Gov. Rick Snyder today
thanked Chicago Mayor
Rahm Emanuel and Chica-
go city leaders for including
their municipality as the
newest member of the Great
Lakes Basin Partnership
to Block Asian Carp. The
partnership is a multijuris-
dictional coalition that sup-
ports the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ plan to reduce
the risk of invasive carp en-
tering the Great Lakes by
upgrading security at the
Brandon Road Lock and
Dam in Joliet, Illinois.

“We commend Mayor
Emanuel and the residents
of Chicago for taking a
leadership role to protect the
Great Lakes,” said Snyder,
who announced the part-
nership’s creation during

a Jan. 31 press conference
in South Haven, Michigan.
“The Great Lakes comprise
the largest freshwater sys-
tem in the world. Protecting
the ecosystems and econo-
mies of the Great Lakes for
generations to come, while
also maintaining navigabil-
ity, is a top priority for the
Great Lakes states.”
Chicago will provide
policy support for the
Army Corps’ tentative plan
and joins the partnership’s
founding members of Mich-
igan, Ontario, Ohio and
Wisconsin that have com-
mitted to providing support
for the tentative plan.
“Chicago takes our re-
sponsibility to preserve and
protect the Great Lakes se-
riously, and we are proud to
stand with our regional part-
ners in the fight against the
threat of invasive species,”
said Mayor Rahm Emanu-
el. “Chicago will always do
our part to safeguard the fu-
ture of the Great Lakes for
future generations, and we
hope other Illinois leaders
will step up and join us in

SURE STOP PRO
FOR ELECTRIC DOWNRIGGERS

this essential effort.”

The plan proposes new
and additional measures to
stop invasive carp — espe-
cially silver and bighead
carp, the two species of
greatest concern — at Bran-
don Road Lock and Dam.
The discovery last June of a
silver carp just 9 miles from
Lake Michigan has added
to the sense of urgency for
additional security. An in-
ternal Army Corps decision
on the plan is expected by
June.

Chicago’s inclusion in
the partnership is contained
in a letter released today
expressing the nonbinding
commitment of the states of
Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin,
the province of Ontario and
the city of Chicago for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ Brandon Road Feasi-
bility Study. The study will
evaluate control mecha-
nisms to prevent the spread
of invasive carp from the
Mississippi  River water-
shed to the Great Lakes ba-
sin.

The Army Corps is

considering a suite of tech-
nologies, including an en-
gineered approach channel
that could serve as a nation-
al test model for invasive
species monitoring and con-
trol; water jets to sweep out
fish caught between barges;
a flushing lock to eliminate
fish eggs, larvae or float-
ers from going upstream
toward the Great Lakes
Basin; complex noise sys-
tems to keep fish out of the
channel; and state-of-the-art
electric barriers at the lock’s
entrances.

An estimated $8 million
is needed annually to pro-
vide the nonfederal share
of funding to operate and
maintain the stronger safe-
guards, which is the budget
gap the Great Lakes Basin
Partnership and leading
stakeholders seek to re-
solve.

The partnership’s letter
highlights Gov. Snyder’s

decision that Michigan will
accept the primary funding
responsibility for cost-share
requirements to maintain
and operate the improved

security system for the first
five years once the tech-
nology is up and running.
The partnership’s goal also
includes identifying op-
portunities to secure more
long-term and sustainable
sources of funding for con-
tinued operation.

In addition, the partner-
ship’s letter to the Army
Corps reiterates a call for
Congress to approve fed-
eral funding for implemen-
tation of the $275 million
proposed security improve-
ments resulting from the
feasibility study. The Army
Corps proposes the federal
government should pay 65
percent of the $275 million
project’s construction costs,
with a “non-federal partner”
providing the rest.

Snyder said Michigan
has worked with the Metro-
politan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago
to pass legislation to make
significant funds available

“Chicago”
Continued on page 11
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“MSSFA”
Continued from page 5

the authorization of fund-
ing ($300,000,000) for the
Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative for 2018. I was
able to go to Washington,
D.C. for Great Lakes Days
to lobby for the funding
through a grant from the
Healing Our Waters Co-
alition and I visited with
Senator Peters’ senior leg-
islative counsel, Catherine
Barrett who assured the
Senator’s support for GLRI
funding and we discussed
the VIDA provision in the
Coast Guard Reauthoriza-
tion Act. I also met with
Congressman Fred Upton,
Dan Kildee, Debbi Ding-
ell, and Bill Huizenga’s
legislative assistant Trevor
TenBrink. We were able
to lobby successfully for
the Senate defeat (46 Yeas
and 52 Nays) of the Coast
Guard Reauthorization
Act with the VIDA (Ves-
sel Incidental Discharge
Act) provision. This was
a provision put into the
bill by international ship-
ping interests to supersede
Michigan’s ballast water
discharge law which re-
quires ballast water to be
treated prior to its release.
We have been able to main-
tain the current safeguards
in Michigan waters of the
Great Lakes from the in-
troduction of more aquatic
invasive speices.

The U.S. Geological
Survey has approximately
$400,000 in Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative fund-
ing available to advance
the Invasive Mussel Col-
laborative (IMC) zebra
and quagga mussel man-
agement strategy. This is a
short-term funding oppor-
tunity, with the bulk of the
work expected to be com-
pleted by May 2019. The
IMC met March 13-14,
2018 to discuss the strat-
egy and identify science
priorities and potential
projects. The IMC Steer-
ing Committee was asked
to provide feedback on the
projects and select one or
more to move forward. Fi-
nal selection will depend
on funding needs associat-
ed with individual projects.
The project that MSSFA
supports is Project Abstract
2. Enhance Quagga Mus-
sel Removal Activities at
Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore. It would
focus on additional mon-
itoring of algal and ben-
thic community response
to manual removal; small
scale (i.e. shallow water)
experimental applications
of different control meth-
ods; and a experimental ap-
plication of a molluscicide
or other method on a differ-
ent section of the reef. We
are waiting to see which
project is selected.

MSSFA has joined with
the Greater Traverse Area
Sport Fishing Association
and the Michigan Charter
Boat Association, along
with  MDNR  Fisheries
managers and biologists,
in support of the passage of
steelhead into the Board-
man River which would

“MSSFA”
Continued on page 12
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34th Annual

Registration: June 6th & 7th
East Park, Downtown Charlevoix
Entry fees: Adult Early Bird -by May 24th $30

After May 24th $35
Ages 6-14  $10

Ages 5 & younger FREE (but must register)
Registration and more info online

www.fishcharlevoix.com
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Kids Fishing Pond
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East Park, Trout Pond ¢ §5
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everything
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Trout Tournament Dinner May 5th » Castle Farms, Charlevoix
Doors open at 5:30 - Buffet Dinner $30 person (package deals available)

Catered by Matter of Taste
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“Boardman”
Continued from page 5

systems that this can be the
case.

Currently, the Brook
Trout Coalition supports
the passage of native spe-
cies from the Great Lakes,
some excellent common
ground, but not naturalized
species such as steelhead or
Coho salmon. They do not
seem to welcome anglers
on their stream who would
gladly travel long distances
to the Boardman River to
take advantage of a quality
steelhead fishery, nor would
they wish to provide the
public access needed to fish
the resource. This is the
“NIMBY” malady, or Not
In My Back Yard, and it is
all too common these days.
However, we need to inter-
act with these good folks
in a civil manner. They
have strong ties to the area
and clearly care about the
Boardman River. Togeth-
er, we need to see the sys-
tem’s potential and how all
can better enjoy their own
fishing experience. Some
of these anglers have joined
our Traverse City Area
Steelheaders’ Chapter and
we look forward to engag-
ing with them on the bene-
fits of passing a wide range
of Great Lakes fish includ-
ing steelhead. We need to
show that steelhead fishers
today are not the same peo-
ple who flocked to the lake
connected rivers in the fall
to capitalize on the intro-
duction of Pacific salmon
in the late 1960’s. Today’s

steelheaders don’t litter,
trespass, or disrespect other
fishers by encroaching on
their proximity in a stream
and in general, spread out
widely to fish unless there
is a dam or barrier on the
stream. Transferring the
old perception of the 1970s
and 1980s “slob” salm-
on fisherman to today’s
steelhead fisherman is just
wrong and is an affront to
too many anglers who care
just as deeply about our re-
markable fisheries resource.
Other sport fishing
groups like the Grand Tra-
verse Area Sport Fishing
Association and the Mich-
igan Charter Boat Asso-
ciation have joined with
MSSFA in supporting the
FishPass Project and will
be taking an active role in
educating the public and
gathering support for the
project. The Great Lakes
Fishery Commission recog-
nizes the importance of this
initiative and has engaged
some of the brightest sci-
entists and biologists in the
field to guide this unique
project to  completion,
whose research results will
change our fisheries map.
What can you do to
support this project and be
instrumental in bringing
world class fishing to the
Boardman River? You can
get your group or organiza-
tion to write a resolution in
support of the Fish Passage
Project; you can engage
your fellow fishers and ed-
ucate them on the benefits
of the project; and you defi-
nitely should write a letter

TNT
CHARTERS

“IDEAL FOR:

[LAKE MICHIGAN FISHING AT ITSFINEST
Over 25 Years Experience

America ¢ Fisbrmg Lures

Eppinger Mig, Co
G340 Schoofor

CAPT. TODD HUNDLEY

For reservations or information call or email.

USCGE Licensed & DNR Inspected
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Dearborm MI 48726
Foone 31T ER2- 32300
Ermall; atardordin | ibaod Com
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(231) 723-9807

of support to: Keith Cre-
agh, Director, MDNR, Ex-
ecutive Division, P.O. Box
30028, Lansing, MI 48908,
or to Jim Dexter, Fisheries
Chief, Fisheries Division,
P.O. Box 30446, Lansing,
MI 48909, or to Jay Wesley,
Lake Michigan Basin Coor-
dinator, 621 N. 10th Street,
Plainwell, MI 49080, or to
Heather Seites-Hettinger,
Fisheries Biologist, Cadil-
lac Operations Service Cen-
ter, 8015 Mackinaw Trail,
Cadillac, MI 49601 or all of
these decision makers.

The FishPass Project, in
downtown Traverse City,
has the potential to succeed
beyond our expectations,
creating new fishing oppor-
tunities, and will provide
new ways to reconnect our
Great Lakes to our impov-
erished inland waters. It has
the potential to be an inter-
national destination for fish
passage research and for
those who are interested in
changing the “Shifting the
Base Line” paradigm.

&

“Chicago”
Continued from page 10

for construction of the Bran-
don Road project. A recent-
ly enacted law could enable
cities or states to help cover
such costs with funds the
federal government owes
them for advance payment
toward other public infra-
structure upgrades.

With more than 3,000
miles of Great Lakes coast-
line, 11,000 inland lakes

and 36,000 miles of rivers
and streams, Michigan fac-
es the greatest risk and has
the most at stake if invasive
carp infest the Great Lakes
Basin.

The second jurisdiction
with the most risk, in terms
of the percentage of its
Great Lakes surface water
area, is Ontario, Canada (36
percent), followed by Wis-
consin (nearly 10 percent),
New York (4.27 percent),
Ohio (3.75 percent), Minne-

sota (2.69 percent), Illinois
(1.66 percent), Pennsylva-
nia (less than 1 percent),
and Indiana (less than 1
percent). Quebec also is in-
directly affected due to the
Great Lakes feeding into
the St. Lawrence Seaway.
To learn more about in-
vasive carp and encourage
elected officials and poli-
cymakers to help protect
the Great Lakes, visit www.
BlockAsianCarp.org.

glow=in=the=dark ures

It’s all about the action of the lure when
trying to grab the attention of a fish.
Now, you can attract more fish with the
bright flash of our glow-in-the-dark
Do-Jiggers®, Laker Takers and Flutter
Laker Takers.

with durable phosphorescent material
with photoluminescence qualities, our
lures pull fish in from further distances.

All three lures come in nickel, gold and
white pearl. The Do-Jiggers® also come in
a variety of bright colors for added flash.
Once your lure hits the water, the ultravi-
olet light makes it come alive. Add a little
glow to your tackle box.

Avid fisherman know the secret of a glow-
ing lure. Our glow-in-the-dark lures even
shine bright in dark, murky waters. Made
with polished nickel or brass and coated

P.O. Box 71
Gladstone, Michigan 49837
www.baydenoclure.com
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Planer board pioneer Bruce DeShano with a planer
board walleye. The water was almost 30 feet deep, but
the walleyes were only down about 10 feet.
That’s a perfect planer board situation.

Get Out To Catch
More Fish

By Bob Jensen

At the beginning of ev-
ery fishing season, a good
number of anglers promise
themselves that they’re go-
ing to learn a new tactic this
season. There are always
new things that we can try,
and there are also some es-
tablished tactics that we just
haven’t gotten around to
trying yet. If you haven’t
tried using planer boards
yet, make this the year that
you do so. Planer boards
offer many advantages and
much of the time will help
us put more fish in the boat,
spring, summer, and fall.
Following are some reasons
why you should give planer
boards more water-time this
year.

A planer board gets your
bait out away from the boat.
When it comes to walleyes,
in the spring the fish will
be shallow and they can be
spread out. It works well to
cover water, and trolling is
the best way to cover water,
but if we troll in the shal-
lows, we’re going to spook
the fish. Planer boards en-
able us to fish shallow with-
out spooking the fish. Off
Shore Tackle is the leader
in planer board technology.
They’ve done the most re-

SPORTS CENTER

EXIT 16 COOPERSVILLE

1016 OMalley Drive

-
—_—

LYNDEN

search, which has enabled
them to create the boards
that work the best.

“More Fish”
Continued on page 17
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“MSSFA”
Continued from page 10

allow connectivity with
the Great Lakes. It would
provide natural recruitment
of steelhead augmenting
hatchery raised steelhead
coming from the Thomp-
son State Hatchery. (A
separate opinion article ap-
pears in GLSFN covering
the positive aspects of this
project.) MSSFA needs to
inspirit support for this Fish
Pass Project both locally, in
the Traverse City area, and
statewide since it will pro-
vide an outstanding sport
fishing destination for all
fishers.

The Michigan Legis-
lative Sportsmen Caucus
summer fishing outing will
again be out of Ludington,
MI on July 16th . Rep. Curt
Vander Wall will be the host
for the event and there will
be a legislative reception
on Sunday evening before
the event for senators and
representatives. MDNR
Fisheries Division will
have a biologist or manag-
er on board each vessel to
discuss invasive species
and the factors affecting the
fishery. A Catch and Cook
luncheon will follow the
event at Jamesport Brew-
ing Co., one of Ludington’s
premiere restaurants.

The South Haven Steel-
headers Chapter conducted

Michigan F

Kings

Love
ProChip 8
Flashers .

#
>

More Eish
Bigger
Fish

Electronic
Attraction
for more

a successful Southern Lake
Michigan Fishery Work-
shop on April 19th that in-
cluded the results of lake
bottom trawls and accustic
trawls conducted last fall.
An overall evaluation of
the 2017 fishing season was
presented by Jay Wesley,
Lake Michigan Basin Co-

ordinator MDNR and other
biologists from U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and
GLRI.

I know all of you are
in the process of recom-
missioning your boat right
now and some of you have
already ventured out and
caught some nice early sea-

son Coho that are nearshore
one day and 200 feet deep
the next. It’s a great time to
be a Steelheader.

Tight lines to everyone!

— Dennis Eade
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Jim Francis
Lake Erie Basin Coordinator
Michigan DNR — Fisheries

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es, Lake St. Clair Fisheries
Research Station will be
conducting a fisheries sur-
vey in Anchor Bay, Lake
St. Clair, from April 23 to
May 18, 2018. The prima-
ry purpose of the survey is
to assess the status of fish
populations in the lake.
The survey gear used will
be trap nets, located along
a 10-foot contour, between
the Clinton River and New
Baltimore. Each of the nets
will be marked with at least
two floating flags and nine
smaller buoys. The nets
are approximately 650 feet

Attention Boaters!

long. Boaters and anglers
are encouraged to watch
out for these markers and
to avoid boating or fishing
near them. Anglers who
catch tagged fish, are en-
couraged to report the catch
to the MDNR. Anglers can
report catching a tagged

fish on the internet at http://
www.michigandnr.com/
taggedfish/. Please call the
Lake St. Clair Fisheries
Research Station (586-465-
4771) if you have addition-
al questions regarding the
net survey. Thank you.

2 miles

selfridge BAS .l
-

.
e

MacRay Harbor « 4

Anchor Bay

B
-+ Trap net locations

Belle Maer Harbar
= Harley Ensign BAS (Clinton River mouth)

» L5C Metro Park

Area of MDNR Trap Nets in Anchor Bay

Individual net locations are approximately:

Start End
Net ID Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
TN3 42 36.965 -82 46.514 42 36.965 -82 46.385
TN5 42 37.357 -82 46.327 42 37.351 -82 46.185
TN8 42 38.217 -82 46.069 42 38.209 -82 45.940
TN9 42 38.635 -82 46.243 42 38.617 -82 46.104
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“Line 5”
Continued from page 1

are among those casting
wary eyes on the Straits
of Mackinac. Below those
waters lies Line 5, a 645-
mile oil pipeline that has
become a magnet for envi-
ronmental concerns, largely
because it is 65 years-old
and owned by Enbridge
Energy Partners, which has
been accused of being less
than transparent about the
upkeep of the line.

Bridge Magazine visited
Mackinaw City on Wednes-
day as part of the Center for
Michigan’s “Truth Tour,”
a traveling caravan and
mobile newsroom that will
engage and inform state
residents throughout the
year about the most critical
issues facing Michigan.

The Truth Tour plans
more than 100 stops across
the state through Election
Day in November in hopes
of increasing citizenship
in a hyper-partisan era. At
each stop, the Center for
Michigan — Bridge’s par-
ent organization — is asking
what most concerns resi-
dents.

In Mackinaw City, the
answer lies in the waters
that provide much of the

livelihood in this town of
less than 1,000. The pop-
ulation surges during the
summer, including an in-
flux of seasonal workers
for the town that serves as a
base of operations for ferry
service to Mackinac Island.

People here have only
grown more concerned
about the water following
last week’s leak from an en-
tirely different set of lines
beneath the straits.

Officials on Wednesday
were still responding to a
leak of some 600 gallons
of mineral oil from a pair
of electric lines — operat-
ed by a Wisconsin utility,
American Transmission
Company (ATC) — that
tripped offline on April 1.

A “Unified Command”
including the U.S. Coast
Guard, local emergency
managers, tribal leaders
and state and federal envi-
ronmental agencies are re-
sponding to the leak.

The U.S. Coast Guard
has called the leak a “low
risk to fisheries and wild-
life” as Great Lakes water
dilutes the chemicals. And
Anthony Wilson, a wild-
life specialist with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
said in a press release Mon-
day his colleagues “did not

Shimano NASCI Spinning Reels are

powerful, durable, stylish, and

available at a price any angler can
afford. These reels are perfect for
anything from light freshwater to

medium saltwater applications.

This reel and other Shimano products available at

SHIMANO NASCI Spinning Reel
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& 4+1 Bearings
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see any oil sheen or injured
wildlife” while observing
more than 1,200 waterfowl.

These assurances don’t
much comfort Warner or
Dannatt, who fear other
leaks could be on the hori-
zon.

“Line 5 needs to go,”
Dannatt said, adding “pret-
ty much everyone” in the
community was talking
about it.

Enbridge calls Line 5
a crucial piece of energy
infrastructure and says the
risk of a leak miniscule. A
recent state-commissioned
report found there is a low
risk of rupture from corro-
sion or other factors.

But several residents in
Mackinaw City said they
don’t much trust Enbridge,
or the state for that matter.

In November, Michi-
gan Gov. Rick Snyder an-
nounced an agreement that,
among other provisions, re-
quires Enbridge to replace
a pipeline piece beneath
the St. Clair River and con-
struct a tunnel around it.

The deal also requires
Enbridge to conduct stud-
ies about replacing the
pipeline, building a tunnel
to protect the section at the
Straits of Mackinac and im-
proving underwater moni-
toring.

On Wednesday, Sny-
der called on Enbridge to
speed some of those ef-
forts following revelations
the same “vessel activity”
— an anchor strike — that
likely damaged the ATC
electric lines may be re-
sponsible for three small
dents in Line 5.

“An anchor strike was
the largest risk identified
in a previous independent
analysis of the Enbridge
pipeline, which is appar-
ently what happened in the
Straits last week,” Snyder
said in a statement.

“We need the right an-
swers, but we need them
as soon as we can get them
so that we can take action
faster to protect the Great
Lakes.”

Attorney General Bill
Schuette, who is a Republi-
can candidate for governor,
said his office is “determin-
ing what legal action may
be appropriate.” He also
said the incident under-
scores the need to increase
fines and “‘penalties for
polluting the waters of the
Great Lakes.”

Patrick C. Wyman,
Mackinaw City’s village
manager, called the recent
leak “very concerning,”
but he said he is confident
in the agencies who are re-
sponding.

Wyman lives near where
Line 5 runs and said he
heard the hum of oil-suck-
ing equipment while walk-
ing his dog Tuesday night.

But he’s taking a mid-
dle-of-the-road  approach
to the controversy and said
the community has a good
working relationship with
Enbridge.

“Everyone wants the
straits to be safe and clean,”
he said.

Wyman called Line 5
one of two top issues for his
community. The other: Lo-

“Line 5”
Continued on page 23
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Healthy Rivers and Lakes Attract
Investment to Michigan Communities

By Jon Allan
Guest Commentary from
www.bridgemi.com

Michigan’s Great Lakes
water resources —

over

about 40 percent of the larg-
est freshwater system on
earth — are irreplaceable.
The benefits these resourc-
es offer to communities
through business, recre-

are valuable to everyone for
a variety of reasons.

This value has histori-
cally been difficult to quan-
tify and document, though
many who live and work in

ation, and natural beauty this state intuitively know it

11,000

inland lakes and

The Huron River and Huron River National
Water Trail are estimated to have the following
economic impact...

$53.5M in annual economic output, which is the
sum of $29.9M in direct spending and $23.6M in
indirect and induced spending

641 local jobs added to the region
$628M in added property value
$150M in annual environmental value

2.6M visitor days - www.hrwc.org

/Moonshine
l_ures

to be significant. The power
of the relationship a com-
munity has with its water
resources can be transfor-
mative if it is more fully
understood.

With considerable ef-
fort, the Huron River Water-
shed Council has worked to
do just that. Over the course
of a year, the organization
collected and analyzed on-
the-ground data to more
thoroughly understand the
value of the Huron River to
its local communities in an
economic impact report.

The Huron River is a
130-mile natural water-
way that meanders through
southeast Michigan’s Oak-
land, Livingston, Washt-
enaw, Wayne and Monroe
counties, touching several
cities including Ann Arbor
and Ypsilanti.

The findings of the re-
port conservatively esti-
mates that the Huron River
Water Trail draws at least
2.6 million annual visi-
tors, many who are repeat
visitors, resulting in a col-
lective annual economic
impact of $53.5 million per
year. These visitors, who
return to the river 21 times
per year on average, create
a sustainable source of rev-
enue for many local busi-
nesses and support a thriv-
ing tourism sector. With an
aging population and an
increasingly service-based
economy, a community’s
capacity to attract recre-
ators — and, more than
that, to ensure they return
year after year — is one of
its greatest assets.

The economic benefits
of vibrant natural resourc-
es can extend far beyond
tourism and recreation.
The report also concludes
that proximity to the Huron
River added a total of $628
million to property values
in the region. Not only does
this create value for the
people who own real estate,
it also produces a more at-
tractive environment for
business development and
draws more people (many
of whom may be potential
recreators) to the region.

The economic impact of
desirable living conditions
can be greater than many
people realize. This is be-
cause, traditionally, econo-
mists have relied on the as-
sumption that people move

TEELHEADERS Get
10% OFF

0f Tackle In

The BestPlace To Stay & PlayIn Manistee?

FinstallaunchiGampgrenndieiMatina
Cabin'g-Trailer.Rentals < Rustic.To Full'Hook-Up
20 Park Avenue, Manistee, Ml 49660 « 231.723.3901 * www.instalaunch.com

to follow jobs; conclusive
explanations of how busi-
nesses select their locations
have been scarce.

In the past 20 years, ev-
idence has begun to suggest
that high-tech, high-skill
companies prioritize the de-
sirability of the natural and
social environment in sit-
ing decisions because their
employees prefer to live in
such places, helping them
attract talent.

Finally, an email survey
of businesses sited on or
near the Huron River found
that more than a third chose
their location with the river
as a factor. A further 25 per-
cent of respondents report-
ed that over half of their
customers came to kayak or
fish on the river and ended
up patronizing their shop or
restaurant.

This finding is partic-
ularly telling because it
demonstrates the value of
the Huron River to busi-
nesses and individuals who
are not involved in wa-
ter-using industries. This
again speaks to the ability
of water resources to sup-
port local businesses and
demonstrates what an in-
credible asset a river, lake,
or coast can be.

Though desirability of
location is difficult to quan-
tify, Michigan communities
are uniquely situated to sup-
ply this amenity. While this
study focused on the Huron
River and its communities
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Jon Allan is the director
of the Michigan Office of
the Great Lakes

in particular, the lessons
gained have applications in
all Michigan communities
situated on or near rivers
and the Great Lakes coast.
The approach taken in the
study has the potential to be
replicated across the state.
The economic produc-
tivity that the Huron River
supports cannot happen en-
tirely on its own. The Huron
River Watershed Council
and other organizations in
the area have worked hard
to ensure a clean and healthy
river with well-functioning
ecosystems by providing
watershed management
planning support and en-
couraging low-impact de-
velopment practices like
green infrastructure.
Visitors come to the riv-
er to enjoy natural beauty
and connect with their en-
vironment. They keep com-
ing back because they can
find these experiences in a
well-maintained and acces-

“Investment”
Continued on page 17
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Sour Cream and
Parmesan Cheese Fillets

This recipe has been tested
with lake trout ,steelhead,
walleye, scallops (parboil).

Ingredients:

e | fillet of fish,wash
and pat dry

* 16 oz. Container of sour
cream for a large fillet or
two fillets

* Y c of melted butter

* 1/3 c of Parmesan cheese

* 1 tablespoon of fresh
dill (available all year at
major food chains.
1 grow my own and freeze
it so its available all the
time.)

Mix together all sour
cream, cheese, butter and
dill.

If cooking on the grill use
no-stick aluminum foil.
Place fillet on foil and cook
approx 6 min.

If it is a thick fillet, go 8-10
min. Flip fillet over using
foil to flip. Cover fillet with
sour cream mixture and
cook approx. 6-10 min.
until fish flakes easily.

If baking fish, place in
glass pan on a bed of sliced
lemon and cover fillet with
the sour cream mixture and
bake at 400 for approx.
15-20 minutes depending
thickness of fillet.

Bon appétit!

e Grand Rapids, M. "
Port Huron, BMI l‘l-Hl'IF-'[J
St Joseph, M1 49085....

K-.‘I|-1.11'I o, M1 AS009,
Munica, MI 49440
Davison, Ml 48423
Linwaoaod, M1 4863 4.
Wast O live, M1 49460

e Pimconning, M1 48650
e JETIEOR, MI 49428, i
Baentorn Hacbor, MI 49“22

CHECK THEM OUT AT THESE DEALERS:

waee B LG-ZF5-D L 56
BIO0-9824-22322
Z269-982-3474
C2G -1 A-41 31
ZOI-FTFT2-Z22TT
G1l6-935-6905
HIO-685X-477F
AEBY-G9F-H341
LG THG-D9F1 4
PED-ABG-F4TS
DEG-FO05-1339
LA2N-BHYA-LOGHE
SAG-FFT-7003
SHG-BF9-1110

w3 LG-457-3 630
ZHP-DE5-03F41

“This recipe has been

around for years, I’'m

just the gatherer !”
Lenore Merckel

* Lenore will be back in
July with the recipe for
Poor Man’s Crab Cakes

“Investment”
Continued from page 15

sible river ecosystem like
the Huron River. Active
stewardship is what makes
this level of economic ac-
tivity possible.

This study illustrates
the economic power natu-
ral resources can provide to
communities in Michigan
and the Great Lakes region.
This value can be sustained
by prioritizing healthy riv-
ers, lakes, and other water
resources as a long-term
investment in maintaining
communities where peo-
ple want to live, work and
play. It can be supported at
the local level by provid-
ing public access; people
protect what they love and
connecting with the natural
world invariably inspires
passion to care for it.

Michigan’s Water Strat-
egy, a statewide plan to
protect and manage Michi-
gan’s water resources, rec-
ommends emphasizing and
enhancing the connection
between environmental
protection and econom-
ic development. The plan
was developed from the
collective knowledge of
Michigan state agencies,
business owners, academic
institutions, and tribal gov-
ernments.

The Huron River Wa-
tershed Council’s report
shows exactly why the
protection and manage-
ment Michigan’s incredible
natural resources, unparal-
leled in size and splendor,
must become an integral
part of our state’s future.
Water bodies, and the spec-
tacular landscapes around
them, are business and
development incentives
that can and should attract
new opportunities to the
state. The report’s findings
unequivocally show how
healthy aquatic ecosystems
contribute to a strong econ-
omy, and in doing so, they
underpin the importance of
committing to responsible
stewardship.

The importance of do-
ing work like the Huron
River Watershed Council’s
to gather information about
how people use and enjoy
Michigan’s water resources
cannot be overstated. The
report offers a clear take-
away for local leaders and
decision-makers: Natural
resources are an import-
ant part of a community’s
economy if they are culti-
vated, connected, and com-
municated appropriately.

Michigan has the ca-
pacity to support a thriving
small business environ-
ment. As we consider the
future of our state’s econo-
my, this is a sector than can
be supported and enhanced
to enhance the lives of res-
idents and recreators alike.
The Huron River Water-
shed Council’s work to
investigate and report the
benefits that healthy water
resources provide quanti-
tative evidence of the po-
tential of Michigan’s blue
economy.



For Michigan Farmers (and Nestl¢)
Bill Makes Big Water Withdrawals
Easier, and Info Secret

Jim Malewitz
Michigan Environment Watch
www.bridgemi.com

LANSING — House
Republicans want to over-
haul Michigan’s  water
withdrawal laws — by

making it easier to gain
permission to suck up large
volumes of groundwater
while shielding from the
public data related to agri-
cultural water use.

In a packed hearing
room that overflowed into
another, the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resourc-
es on Wednesday heard
partial testimony on House
Bill 5638. Shaped by the
Michigan Farm Bureau,
the legislation has drawn
fierce pushback from envi-
ronmentalists and anglers
who say it would eviscer-
ate protections for rivers
and streams vulnerable to
heavy water withdrawals.

The bill’s critics did
not get a chance to tes-
tify during Wednesday’s
90-minute hearing. The
committee — which left the
bill pending — said it will
take further testimony at a
later date.

Introduced by Rep.
Aaron Miller, R-Sturgis,

with 24 other Republicans,
the bill would soften reg-
ulations for “large quanti-
ty” water withdrawals of
100,000 gallons or more
per day, allowing users to
avoid Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality reviews
in some cases.

Miller said he’s re-
ceived complaints from
“numerous constituents” in
his heavily agricultural dis-
trict who call DEQ’s review
process too long, and he
said the agency’s “science
is not up to date.”

The proposal would
create a ‘“rebuttable pre-
sumption” that a withdraw-
al would not harm local
river systems — as long
as the applicant submitted
data and analysis from a
professional hydrologist or
hydrogeologist attesting as
such, or if the water was to
be withdrawn from specific
mapped areas.

Rep. Aaron Miller,
R-Sturgis, introduced a bill
that would make it easier
for farmers to get approv-
al for large withdrawals of
groundwater. Miller said he
was driven by complaints
that state regulators take
too long to make such de-
cisions.

Rep. Aaron Miller,
R-Sturgis, introduced a
bill that would make it
easier for farmers to get
approval for large with-

drawals of groundwater.

Miller said he was driven
by complaints that state

regulators take too long

to make such decisions.

The public could not
scrutinize data submitted
by agricultural water users.
The bill would exempt that
information from the state’s
Freedom of Information
Act, a right-to-know law
notoriously ridden with
loopholes. Farm Bureau
staffers said secrecy was
needed to prevent terrorist

“Water Bill”
Continued on page 19
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“More Fish”
Continued from page 12

Boards allow us to get
more lures in the water,
and there are times when a
particular lure will be more
productive. The quicker we
determine what that lure is,
the more fish we’re going to
catch. Even when we know
what style of lure to tie on
there are things to think
about. What color, what
size, what running depth:
These are all things that can
influence how many fish
come to our net.

Many states allow an-
glers to use multiple lines.
If you’re fishing in one of
those states, you’ll increase
your odds for getting bit if
you put an extra line in the
water, and the best way to
effectively use an extra line
is through the use of a plan-
er board.

If you try to fish too
many lines directly behind
the boat, eventually you’re
going to regret it. Planer
boards take your bait out
away from the boat. Let’s
say we’re using crankbaits.
We believe the fish are down
about ten feet, so we tie on
a crankbait that runs eight
or nine feet down. A Lucky
Shad would be a good
choice. Let out enough line
to get the bait to a depth just
above the fish, snap on a
board, and put the board in
the water. The board goes
out to the side of the boat as
far as we want it to. In this
case we’ll let it go out fifty

feet. Engage the reel and
put the rod in the rod holder.
Select another bait, differ-
ent color, maybe a different
running depth, maybe even
a different action. As good
as the Lucky Shad has been
for us lately, we would go
with maybe a Banana Shad.
It runs differently and that
might be what the walleyes
want on this day. We’ll put
that line out about thirty feet
from the boat. Just do dif-
ferent things until the fish
show you what they want.
If there are two of us fishing
and the regulations allow
two lines per angler, we’ll
put four lines in the water.
If the fish are close to shore,
we’ll put all the lines on
the shore side of the boat.
If they’re spread out, we’ll
cover both sides of the boat.
We have a spread of four
lines that are easy to man-
age, and we can try lots of
different crankbait presen-
tations at the same time.
We are really increasing the
odds of showing the fish the
bait that they want to eat.
Even in one line states
boards will put more fish
in the boat at times. I re-
call a memorable day on
Mille Lacs. There was a
bug hatch happening and
the walleyes were feeding
on those bugs close to the
surface. We used planer
boards and flat-lines: At the
end of the day we realized
that for every fish caught on
the flat-line, five were tak-
en on boards, and that’s too
much of an advantage to ig-
nore. If you haven’t already

Bill Bunn with a nice Clear Lake Iowa May walleye.
The fish are eating, get out and get some!

“Open Water”
Continued from page 1

the trailering law in some
states that requires boaters
to pull the plug out of the
boat when you’re on the
road. This is to prevent the
spread of invasive species.
In year’s past, I've put a
spare plug on the key ring
for my boat’s motor so I re-
member to put the plug in
when launching. I might
not need to do that this year.
I’ve become pretty good at
remembering to do so.

Also remember to pull
weeds off the boat trailer
when you take the boat out
of the water. This is another
attempt to slow the spread
of invasives. If you devel-
op a routine when loading
and unloading, loading and
unloading is very quick and
easy.

Make sure the line on

your reels is in good shape.
Your line is the only con-
nection between you and
the fish. Use good line!

Make sure your landing
net is in good shape. Re-
place the bag if necessary.

Netting a fish is an im-
portant consideration. If
you’re going to keep the
fish, netting it increases
the odds of getting it in the
boat.

If you’re going to re-
lease the fish, the proper
net will increase the odds
of the fish’s survival. Some
nets damage fish, a few
nets are designed with the
fish’s best interest in mind.
Beckman Nets are the best
nets out there. They have
a model of net that will fit
any angler’s needs, and
they’re easy on the fish. If
you’re in need of a new net,
be sure to look at a Beck-
man.

Now is the time to start

investigating some of those
close to home spots you’ve
always thought about try-
ing. See if you can get per-
mission to fish from area
pond owners. Fish in ponds
are often the first biters of
the year. Most ponds have
bass and panfish and may-
be some catfish. They can
provide outstanding early
season action. Get permis-
sion, then get out there.

Last of all: Do what
you can to make this a safe
and pleasant fishing season.
Drive carefully and be pa-
tient at the boat ramp. If
someone is having trouble
loading or unloading their
boat, ask if you can help.

It’s time for open water
fishing, enjoy the season.

To see new and old-
er episodes of Fishing the
Midwest television, fishing
articles, and fishing videos,
visit  fishingthemidwest.
com
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done so, discover planer
boards this fishing season.

To see new and old ep-
isodes of Fishing the Mid-
west television, new and old
fishing articles, and fishing
videos, visit fishingthemid-
west.com

“Most of
the world is
covered by

water.
A fisherman’s
job is simple:
Pick out the
best parts.”

-Charles Waterman

SeVers
Strondg
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By Bob Jensen

Pretty much wherever
you live in the Midwest,
there are walleyes willing
to be caught right now.
Some states, and some ar-
eas of some states have a
closed season on ‘eyes, but
with just a little travel, you
can get to areas that have
walleye fishing happening
now, and those areas are
probably closer to you than
you think. Following are
some ways to get in on the
action.

Most of the walleyes
that are being caught this
time of year are being
caught in rivers. While
some lakes still have an
icy cover, rivers are open.
As the water warms, as
the days get longer, and as
the current increases, the
walleyes feel the urge to
start spawning. They’ve
probably been feeling that
urge for a while now, but
the warmer water and other
changes move them closer
to the actual spawn time.

Most of your catch this
time of year will be smaller
males, but there is always
the chance that a big one
will eat your bait. If you
want a meal of fresh wall-
eye, keep the smaller ones
and let the big ones pass
their genes on one more
time.

Most walleye chasers
this time of year will be us-
ing jigs. Jigs are great wall-
eye catchers any time of the
year, but they’re especially
productive now.

Start with a jig/plastic
combo. In many areas the
walleyes will be shallow:
Wading can be very pro-
ductive. Water less than ten
feet, and usually only two
or three feet deep will be
best. An eighth ounce jig
head with a three inch tail
is a favorite anywhere that
walleyes live. One of the
best combos is a Slurp! Jig
with a Swim’N Grub body.
This time of year bright
colors are usually better, as
the water is usually stained.
Use a body color that con-
trasts with the jig color.

Swim the jig just above
the bottom. It seems like
a straight, slow retrieve is
most productive most of the

LYNDEN
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Early Season River Walleyes

time, but also try a slow lift/
drop retrieve.

If the walleyes don’t re-
spond to this presentation,
go to a jig and minnow pre-
sentation and work it slow-
er, dragging it along the
bottom. This works best
on a sand bottom. Rocky
bottoms will eat too many
jigs that are dragged. If the
walleyes are on the rocks,
try using a slip-bobber to
suspend the jig above the
rocks. Allowing a jig to
float just above the bottom
as it works with the current
suspended under a bobber
can be a killer presentation.

A slower presentation
will be best when the wall-
eyes are being fussy. A
stand-up head allows an an-
gler to work the bait slowly
better than a round head.
The stand-up Fire-Ball jig
is a great choice. When
dragging the jig, you’ll
want to give it lots of paus-
es to give a finicky walleye
the chance to eat your jig.
With the stand-up head, the
minnow will remain very
visible to the walleye when
you pause it. The minnow
on a round head jig will lay
flat on the bottom when the
jig is paused and won’t be
as visible. When you’re

Dean Arnoldussen was fishing in the mouth of a river in the spring when this lunker walleye hit.

using a dragging retrieve,
a stand-up head will catch
more fish.

If you’re using the jig/
minnow combo, a minnow

about three inches long will
be best. Smaller is better
early in the spring.

Rivers across the Mid-
west are home to lots of
walleyes. Now is an out-

standing time to get in on
that action.

To see new and old ep-
isodes of Fishing the Mid-
west television, to read new
and old fishing articles from

Fishing the Midwest, and to
see videos with fish-catch-
ing ideas, go to fishingthe-
midwest.com.
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“Water Bill”
Continued from page 17

activity.
Critics, including en-
vironmentalists and an-

glers, call the legislation a
sweetheart deal for the ag-
riculture industry and other
big water users that would
allow analysis from paid
consultants to determine
who gets to tap groundwa-
ter. Only so much water can
be withdrawn before stress-
ing watersheds — harming
wildlife and other water us-
ers, critics argue.

“At some point, all the
predictions say you’re out,
you’ve hit the limit,” Bry-
an Burroughs, director of
Michigan Trout Unlimit-
ed, told Bridge Magazine.
“Now you can submit
(your own data), and if you
submit any data, we have
to give you a provisional
clearance to go and do it
— even if current tools say
that you can’t.”

The debate comes as
bottled water company
Nestlé Waters North Amer-
ica seeks DEQ permission

to dramatically increase
groundwater  withdrawals
in Osceola County, a long-
stalled effort that has drawn
national  headlines and
withering pushback from
local residents and environ-
mentalists.

But HB 5638 is more of
a nod to Michigan’s agri-
culture sector, which is by
far the state’s biggest water
user.

Farmers say DEQ takes
too long to review with-
drawals from potentially
vulnerable areas, leaving
them waiting to tap pre-
cious resources. The argu-
ments come as Republican
lawmakers are pushing a
litany of bills that would
erode DEQ’s power amid
industry complaints that the
agency won’t accommo-
date their needs.

“This process has led
to frustration from farmers
and other water users look-
ing for clarity and timely
decision making,” Matt
Smego, a Farm Bureau lob-
byist, told lawmakers at the
hearing Wednesday.

Farmers from Branch,

Cass and St. Joseph coun-
ties echoed that critique.

Miller’s legislation
would accomodate the ris-
ing irrigation demands of
Southwest Michigan farm-
ers as they sign more corpo-
rate seed contracts. His dis-
trict includes Cass and St.
Joseph counties. St. Joseph
County hosts the world’s
two biggest seed corn pro-
cessing plants — operated
by mammoth Monsanto
and Pioneer.

Michigan had nearly
600,000 acres under irriga-
tion as recently as 2012, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census
of Agriculture. Much of it
was in the state’s southwest
corner, a region known for
producing specialty crops
such as seed corn.

No state is more fresh-
water-rich than Michigan.
It’s surrounded by the Great
Lakes, home to more than
more than 76,000 miles
of rivers and streams and
much of the state sits atop
high-quality groundwater.

But those resources ar-
en’t infinite, experts say,
and too-voluminous with-
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drawals can wreak havoc.

“At a local level, high
demand for groundwater
can cause folks’ wells to
go dry and streams to dry
up, it can lower lake levels
and it can undermine wild-
life habitats,” said Noah
Hall, a professor of envi-
ronment and water law at
Wayne State University.
“Just because a resource is
abundant doesn’t mean you
should use it frivolously.”

That’s why lawmak-
ers in 2008 created a new
regulatory system for ma-
jor withdrawals as part of
the state’s commitment to
abide by the Great Lake
Compact, the landmark in-
terstate agreement designed
to protect the region’s wa-
ter.

Those wanting to with-
draw large volumes of wa-
ter must first input data into
an online tool developed
by the state that estimates
possible effects on the lo-
cal watershed. If that tool
— built to be conservative
—rejects the withdrawal as
too risky, then DEQ per-
forms a deeper analysis of

Page 19

Corn field irrigation in Superior Township. (Photo
by Dwight Burdette, via Wikimedia Commons)

the site.

That’s what happened in
the closely watched Nestlé
case. The company failed
the online tool test but
passed the site-specific re-
view. Now it’s waiting for
a separate permit under the
state’s Drinking Water Act
— requirements that don’t
apply to irrigators.

But farmers slurp up
more water than anyone
else in Michigan. Through
2016, some 90 percent of
large water withdrawal re-
quests came from the ag
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sector, according to agency
data analyzed by Trout Un-
limited, which advocates
for anglers. Of about 3,900
requests, DEQ approved
nearly 3,300. It denied just
35, and the remainder of
applications were retracted
or canceled.

By statute, DEQ is
supposed to deliver its
site-specific analysis within
10 days, but the agency —
seen by environmentalists
and some lawmakers as un-
derfunded and understaffed
— took 35 days on average
in 2017, according to agen-
cy data.

Rep. Bill Sowerby,
D-Clinton Township, was
among lawmakers most
skeptical of Miller’s pro-
posal on Wednesday. He
asked why the Republi-
can didn’t instead push for
more funding at the DEQ to
speed up reviews.

Miller said more fund-
ing might help, but said his
bill addressed additional
issues, such as updating the
science behind evaluating
withdrawals.

The bill lists two spe-
cific studies — one from
2003, the other from 2011
— big water users must
rely upon when analyzing
watersheds. Or they can use
a “peer-reviewed functional
equivalent.”

Sowerby also ques-
tioned why farmers needed
to exempt withdrawal data
— including the analysis
used to justify approval
— from state open records
laws.

Laura Campbell, who
manages agricultural equal-
ity for the Farm Bureau,
suggested that terrorists
could use the information
to target state water sup-
plies.

“This provision keeps
specific, intensive data out
of the hands of those who
misuse it.”

James Clift, policy di-
rector at the Michigan
Environmental Council,
is among those skeptical
of that argument, and he
pointed out that well loca-
tions are easy to pinpoint
on publicly available maps.

“What they want to hide
is their consultant’s analy-
sis,” he told Bridge.

Clift suggested the se-
crecy could trigger more
lawsuits from residents ac-
cusing major water users
of harming local water sup-
plies; If folks can’t request
the data from DEQ, then
they could only turn to the
courts.

“It’s going to be neigh-
bors suing neighbors,” he
said.
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Two-in-Five Large Michigan Industrial Plants
Exceeded Water Pollution Limits

By Jim Malewitz
Michigan Environment Watch
www.bridgemi.com

LANSING — More
than 40 percent of Michi-
gan’s major industrial facil-
ities spewed large amounts
of pollution — above legal
limits — into lakes, rivers
and other waterways over a
21-month period ending in
September 2017.

That’s according to a
report released last week
accusing environmental
regulators nationwide of
failing to aggressively en-
force parts of the federal
Clean Water Act, risking
public health and safety
along U.S. waterways.

Environment Michigan,
a nonprofit advocacy group
in Lansing, and Frontier
Group, a California-based
think tank, released the
study, which analyzed data
industrial sites reported to
states and the federal gov-
ernment.

Researchers found 32 of
77 major Michigan indus-
trial sites reported exceed-
ing their pollution permits
during the period analyzed.
Twenty facilities did so
multiple times, the report
said.

All told, the facilities re-
ported 196 such discharges.
The wastewater discharges

involved a wide range of
pollutants including hy-
drogen sulfide, chlorine,
oil and grease, mercury
and fecal coliform. In 70
instances, companies re-
leased more than twice the
threshold of pollutants per-
mits allowed.

Environmental ad-
vocates acknowledged
progress over the years in
cleaning Michigan water-
ways, but they say they
fear a march backwards as
President Donald Trump
and some Republican state
leaders move to loosen en-
vironmental regulations
and slash funding for over-
sight.

“All Michigan lakes and
streams should be clean for
swimming, drinking wa-
ter, and wildlife,” Nathan
Murphy, state director with
Environment ~ Michigan,
said in a statement. “But
industrial polluters are still
dumping chemicals that
threaten our health and en-
vironment, and no one is
holding them accountable.”

The study specifically
examined the records of
“major” industrial facili-
ties, which are permitted
to discharge more than a
million gallons of wastewa-
ter per day. The data came
from “discharge monitoring
reports” facilities and states
are required to submit on-

line. Michigan regulators
did not review the compiled
data for accuracy despite
the authors’ “repeated re-
quests,” the report said.

Melanie  Brown, a
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
spokeswoman, said she was
unable to confirm whether
anyone at the agency was
asked to review the data,
“but it would have been a
very significant task.”

“Some violations are
likely accurate, as it is not
uncommon for facilities to
have occasional effluent vi-
olations,” she told Bridge
Magazine in an email.
“MDEQ issues violation
notices where appropriate
and the majority of viola-
tions are resolved informal-
ly with return to compli-
ance.”

Two companies ac-
counted for a particularly
large share of excessive
discharges in Michigan:
Great Lakes Aggregates —
Sylvania Minerals Quarry,
a sandstone and limestone
quarry in Monroe Coun-
ty; and UP Paper, LLC in
Manistique, on the north
shore of Lake Michigan in
the Upper Peninsula.

Great Lakes Aggregates
tallied 52 excessive dis-
charges for chemicals such
as hydrogen peroxide and
hydrogen sulfide, which
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A stretch of the Huron River. Over a 21-month period,
Great Lakes Aggregates-Sylvania Minerals Quarry in Monroe County tallied 52
excessive chemical discharges into river water and Laudenschlager Drain.
(Photo by Dwight Burdette, via Wikimedia Commons.)

flowed into the Huron River
and Laudenschlager Drain.
Of those, 39 discharges
were more than twice the
legal threshold.

The company did not
return several messages.

UP Paper exceeded per-

mits 23 times — 8 of which
were more than twice the
limits, discharging waste-
water into the Manistique
River. Those permits cov-
ered chlorine, total dis-
solved solids (such as salts
and metals) and biochemi-

cal oxygen demand.

Lars Dannberg, presi-
dent and CEO of UP Paper,
confirmed the violations on
Friday and said his two-

“Pollution”
Continued on page 21
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year-old company is work-
ing closely with DEQ reg-
ulators to fix the problems.
The company, a key piece
of the local economy, op-
erates an aging paper plant
purchased out of bankrupt-
cy and only recently dis-
covered the full scope of
its wastewater discharge
issues as staffers ramped up
production, Dannberg said.
The company is spending
more than $100,000 on up-
grades.

“We are fully aware of
it, and we are working hard
to avoid any more,” he said.

Nationwide, research-
ers tracked more than
8,100 excessive discharges.
About 40 percent of facili-
ties had exceeded limits at
least once — similar to the
share in Michigan.

Compared with Mich-
igan’s 196 excessive dis-
charges, the states with the
most identified discharges
were: Texas (938), Penn-
sylvania (633), Arkansas
(567), Louisiana (535) and
Ohio (491).

Among its neighbors,
Michigan ranked in the
middle of the pack.

With more major indus-
trial facilities — 93 — than
any Midwestern state, Ohio
tallied by far the most ex-
cessive discharges in the re-
gion. It was followed by In-
diana (211 discharges from
66 facilities); Iowa (197
discharges from just 27 fa-
cilities); Michigan; Illinois
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UP Paper, LLC says it’s working to upgrade its facilities after repeatedly violating
permits for discharging chlorine, total dissolved solids (such as salts and metals)
and failing to meet biochemical oxygen demand standards in the Manistique River
in the Upper Peninsula (Photo via UP Paper, LLC Facebook page)

(149 discharges from 65
facilities); Minnesota (35
discharges from 28 facili-
ties) and Wisconsin (29 dis-
charges from 43 facilities).

Perhaps the Midwest’s
most high-profile discharg-
es have come in Indiana,
where U.S. Steel faces legal
challenges from several en-
tities — including the City
of Chicago — over spills
of hundreds of pounds of
hexavalent chromium into
Lake MIchigan near one
of Chicago’s water intakes.
Hexavalent chromium is a
highly toxic, cancer-caus-
ing metal made infamous
by the 2000 movie Erin
Brockovich.

“While we may have
come a long way since the
1960s and the times when
Lake Erie was all but dead
and the Cuyahoga River
caught fire, there is still

a long road ahead to en-
sure water quality in our
communities,” State Rep.
Stephanie Chang, D-De-
troit, said in a statement
accompanying the report’s
release.

The report also exam-
ined nationwide enforce-
ment data, though it did not
break down state-by-state
figures.

From 2011 to 2017
fewer than half the yearly
average of nearly 28,000
non-compliant  facilities
faced any state or U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency penalty.

“Even when fines are is-
sued, they are often too low
to deter polluters,” the re-
port said. “In 2017, the me-
dian fine issued by the EPA
was lower than it had been
in any year since 2011.”

Brown, the DEQ

spokeswoman, said agency
staffers routinely monitor
discharge reports and per-
form on-site inspections of
wastewater facilities. She
said the agency last year
performed more than 1,500
inspections of facilities per-
mitted under Clean Water
Act provisions — about the
same amount as a decade
ago.
“Our inspection com-
mitment to the EPA trans-
mitted as our Compliance
Monitoring Strategy has
not materially changed
with regard to EPA major
facilities,” her email said.

At UP Paper, Dannberg
said the DEQ had not fined
his company for its early
violations, but the agency
was pushing his company
hard to comply. “They’re
tough with us,” he said,
“but that’s OK.”
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GET BIT BY
PANFISH NOW

By Bob Jensen

The big lake near where
I live still had a lot of ice
on it when I drove by a few
days ago, but it was open-
ing up near the shoreline.
But the smaller ponds in
the area have a lot of open
water. In fact, of friend of
mine told me that a friend
of his had just caught a nice
bunch of crappies from the
open water in one of those
ponds. For many anglers,
panfish are how we kick off
another open water fishing
season. Most of us have a
body of water nearby that
it is home to bluegills and
crappies and the like, and
they’re a great place for that
first fishing trip of the year.
Here’s how you do it.

One of the keys is find-
ing the warmest water in
the lake or pond you’ll be
fishing. Warm water makes
the fish more active and
more likely to eat your lure.
The north side of a body
of water warms up faster,
as do the bays and canals
and areas like that. Those
are the areas where we’ll be
concentrating our efforts.

Panfish like to be near
“stuff”.  “Stuff” could be
a tree that has fallen into
the water, a dock or boat
lift, anything that provides
some cover for the panfish

that’s in warm water and is
close to deeper water will
probably be the hangout for
some bluegills or crappies.

A small jig under a
slip-bobber is probably the
best presentation this time
of year. If you’re after
‘gills or sunfish, go with a
tiny jig. Something in the
1/32nd or 1/64th size range
will be good.

If crappies are the quar-
ry, go a little larger, maybe
a 1/16th ounce jig. Crap-
pies have a large mouth
and can handle a bigger
jig. ‘Gills and sunfish have
tiny mouths and prefer tiny
meals.

By using a slip-bobber,
you can suspend the jig
right in the fishes face. A
slow presentation is best
now, and the slip-bobber
allows for a slow presenta-
tion. Set the bobber stop so
the bait is just a tad above
where you expect the fish to
be. They’ll go up to take a
bait, but rarely down.

Black is a good jig col-
or. In many areas the pan-
fish are eating just hatched
black bugs in the spring.
Crappies seem to prefer
something brighter. A Fire-
fly jig tipped with a small
minnow will be a winner.

Or try an Impulse Heli-

“Panfish”
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Submitted by Carmen
Zirles on behalf of the
Banquet Committee

A year of planning and
acquiring prizes; the last
two months in final prepara-
tions; the final week before
the banquet filled with last
minute changes and prize
logistics, all leading up to
Saturday, March 10, 2018
Banquet day! And what a
day it was! Starting at 10
a.m., 20 MWS volunteers
unloaded prizes, unboxed
and assembled prizes, orga-
nized prize tables, worked
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METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS

36th Annual Sportsman Banquet

on the sound system and co-
ordinated last minute room
changes by the banquet hall.
Everything ready for the big
event starting at 5:30 pm....
well, not quite, but close
enough! Finishing touch-
es being added as guests
streamed in (early as usual!)
A big crowd of 390 (last
year was 364), checking out
more than 180 prizes and
silent auction items. Tough
to decide where to put your
Red & Blue tickets! Then
there were all the five ta-
bles of firearms for the gun
raffles (21 gun raffies held),
PLUS the table of great
Grand Prize firearms. And,
of course, we had Fishing
Charter raffles (4 of them)
and 50/50 raffles through-
out the evening. A final
treat was a special raffle for
Red Wing tickets: four Row
1 Club seats on the Blue
line with parking, dinner &
drinks (thanks Jeff Green!).

Total revenue and ex-
penses were higher than last
year, but, most important-
ly, net profit was up almost
20% over 2017! This reve-
nue is already being direct-

ed towards MWS’s many
community and outreach
programs and projects.

Metro-West wishes to
thank all of the people who
had a part in making this
banquet a successful event.

Prize acquisition or dona-
tion, set-up, working and
planning the banquet:
Sara Drum, Jen Drum,
Luke Hoyer, Tammy Klev-
en, Larry Tabaka, Mark Da-
vis, Karent Westphal, Jeff
Green, Bob Olari, Marty
& Kelly Drum, Todd Stav,
Bill & Melissa Gagnon,
Denny Cheshure, Hermann
& Marsha Christoph, Brad
Allan and Mary Beth Koc-
sis, Zane Billings, John An-
dersen, Marc Traver, Phil
& Karen Bustos, Jeff Bus-
tos, Debbie Schoen, Rob-
ert Grech, Henry Nabors,
Mark Platt, Adam Trenz,
Dave Zawacki, Gale Fra-
zee, Marshal Walker, Scott
Gralinksi, Dennis Murphy,
Gary Hafemeister, Jordan
Pontoni, Tom Telfer.

A special “THANK-YOU”
to the “Captains” who
have this desgination for
selling a full table(s):
Dennis Kelly (6+ ta-
bles!), Larry Tabaka, Jeff

K., Jeff Green, Ace DeV-
illez, Mark Davis, Mark
Saven, Marty Drum, Todd
Stav, Denny Cheshure, Kar-
en Westphal, Clyde Schoen,
Tim Tenbusch, Bob Olari,

Jordan Pontoni, Rick Gi-
ervcki.

We are already discuss-
ing next year’s banquet and
how we can make it even
better!
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A pair of anglers work some shallow water reeds in the spring.

Note the long rods with no reels.

“Panfish”
Continued from page 21

um Stonefly. These jigs are
meant to be fished under a
bobber and they look like
the bugs that panfish like
to eat. Maybe tip it with
a waxworm or spike if the
fish are a little hesitant to
eat it.

Twitch your rod gently
to impart a quiver to what-
ever jig you use. Rig your
baits on four pound test
line. P-Line CX Premium
has become favored among
many anglers. It’s easy to
manage and it fishes well
around cover. Additionally,
some of the most successful
panfish-catchers have gone
to longer rods. The tradi-
tionalists might go with a
seven foot rod in medium
light action. This length
is good for swinging baits
into position and for swing-
ing fish into the boat.

Others go with a rod
with no reel, just a couple
feet of line tied to the tip.
Cabela’s has one called a
Whuppin® Stick that tele-
scopes out to ten or twelve
feet and is very affordable.
They have become ex-
tremely popular in many
areas.

Kevan Paul, noted Clear Lake Iowa fishing guide,
with a spring crappie.

If you’re anxious to get
fishing, find a panfish pond
or lake in your area and get
out there. The fish will bite
if you just put a lure in front
of them.

To see episodes of Fish-
ing the Midwest television
or fishing articles as well as
fishing videos, go to fish-
ingthemidwest.com

“Line 5”
Continued from page 13

gistical changes during La-
bor Day’s annual Mackinac
Bridge Walk, which draws
more than 30,000 partici-

pants. (The agency that op-
erates the bridge, Mackinac
Bridge Authority, this year
is eliminating bus service
to St. Ignace, forcing walk-
ers to turn around follow-

Mackinaw City Hall, April 2018.
(Bridge photo by Jim Malewitz)

ing their 2.5-mile trip. “We
really don’t know what to
expect,” Wyman said.)

Local Line 5 protests
last year lead to some tense
moments between protest-
ers and the village’s short-
staffed police, Wyman add-
ed.

Warner, who moved to
Cheboygan from Detroit
10 years ago, called the re-
gion “a wonderful place to
live.” It’s where he met his
wife three years ago while
helping protect spawning
lake sturgeon, a threatened
species, from poachers.

“I went sturgeon guard-
ing and caught my limit,”
he joked.
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Plan To Protect Lake Erie From Algae
Blooms Isn’t Working, Study Shows

Keith Matheny,
Detroit Free Press

Miles of green, mucky
and potentially toxic algae
blooms on western Lake
Erie — and the oxygen-de-
prived dead zones in the
Great Lake that come with
them — have led Ohio to
spend more than $3 billion
to combat them since 2011.
Michigan has chipped in
millions of dollars of its
own, seeking to dramati-
cally cut a major source of
fuel for the algae blooms:
fertilizers that run off farm-
ers’ fields into tributaries
and on to the Great Lake.

But those efforts aren’t
working, a new study by
the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency finds. At
least not yet.

The agency examined
annual nutrient loads in
the watersheds feeding the
lake, from 2013 to 2017.
The results “show no clear
trend of an overall de-
crease” in most watersheds
— and even worse in wa-
tersheds most associated
with agricultural activity.

On the Maumee River,
88% of the phosphorus it
carries to Lake Erie comes
not from single sites such
as a wastewater treatment
plant or a factory, but the
hundreds of farms that
line its 137 miles from Ft.
Wayne, Ind., to Toledo.
The Ohio EPA study shows
“no discernible decrease
in phosphorus or nutrient
loading to Lake Erie” from
the Maumee watershed,
and “the loading in 2017
was the highest of the years
reported.”

The findings may call
into question the costly
approaches taken to-date
to combat Lake FErie algae
blooms, and whether al-
lowing farmers to volun-
tarily take steps to reduce
their fertilizer runoff, rather
than government mandates,
works well enough to stop
the annual algae bloom
breakouts. But Lake Erie
researchers say it may just
take more time for farmer
buy-in to begin to show re-
sults.

“We believe it has
helped, but it has not
helped enough,” Ohio

EPA spokeswoman Heidi
Griesmer said of the state’s
spending and efforts.

Michigan, Ohio and
Ontario have all signed on
to a plan to reduce nutrient
loads reaching Lake Erie
by 40% by 2025, a plan
endorsed by the U.S. EPA.
“We are not on the trajecto-
ry we need to be” to reach
that target, Griesmer said.

A dramatic turnaround
wasn’t expected over that
five-year time period, said
Jill Ryan, executive direc-
tor of the Petoskey-based
environmental — nonprofit
Freshwater Future.

“But as Ohio is saying,
given the amount of money
they had invested, they had
hoped to see something,”
she said.

The toxic algae bloom
on Lake Erie that left more

than 400,000 residents
in Toledo and southeast
Michigan without drinking
water over three days in
August 2014 was thought
to be a wake-up call. Much
of Ohio’s spending on nu-
trient reductions has oc-
curred since that incident.

Michigan has focused
on continued improve-
ments at the Detroit Waste
Water Treatment Plant and
improved farming practices
in the River Raisin and por-
tions of the Maumee water-
shed in Southeastern-most
Michigan. A $17.5-million
program from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service includes
$2.5 million for Michigan,
and the funding is avail-
able to eligible farmers to
build riparian buffers, re-
store wetlands, construct
sediment retention control
structures and other runoff
prevention activities.

“The voluntary mea-
sures are working — there
are measurable differenc-
es,” said Mark Mathe, a
corn and soybean farmer
who also raises some cat-
tle and sheep at his farm
in Ida. Mathe is the presi-
dent of the Monroe County
Farm Bureau.

Mathe said he hopes
requested improvements in
farming operations remain
voluntary, rather than man-
datory.

“At the end of the day,
the land is our livelihood,”
he said. “We’re drinking
the same well water as
our neighbors. We're all
swimming and boating in
the same Lake Erie as our
friends and neighbors are.

“We all want to be a part
of the solution. But any-
time you get into mandates,
there’s more hesitation for
people. There’s more push-
back when you’re told you
have to do something, rath-
er than, ‘I recognize there’s
a problem, and it’s incum-
bent upon myself to do
something about it.””

It could be that there is
so much phosphorus build-
up in the soils around these
watersheds that it will take
some time before actions on
the land begin to show up
in rivers, said Don Scavia,
a professor emeritus at the
University of Michigan’s
School of Environment and
Sustainability and a leading
Lake Erie algae bloom re-
searcher.

“This has recently been
shown to be the case in the
Mississippi  River basin,

albeit for a much larger ba-
sin,” he said.

Policy makers may
also need to better pinpoint
spending on the issue,
Scavia said.

“Our modeling work
has shown that targeting
practices on the highest
source areas is much more
effective than spreading
them across the water-
shed,” he said.

“It also showed that
subsurface fertilizer ap-
plication, planting winter
cover crops and install-
ing buffer strips was most
effective. However, this
would have to be applied
to half the cropland that
has the highest phosphorus
loss. I doubt that has been
happening.”

Crops take up almost all
of the phosphorus applied
to them as fertilizer, Scav-
ia said. “The Maumee may
just be overwhelmed with
the amount of industrial
corn,” he said.

Corn grown for fuel cre-
ates more than a half-bil-
lion gallons of ethanol a
year in Ohio, and is the
state’s second-leading crop
after soybeans with a value
of $1.9 billion.

There may just be a lag
time between the directive
for changes in farming
practices and their imple-
mentation, said Richard
Becker, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department
of Environmental Sciences
at the University of Toledo
whose work includes agri-
cultural runoff modeling.

The U.S. EPA Action
Plan for Lake Erie was
signed in spring 2015, so
any changes implemented
from its recommendations
have possibly only been in
place for one growing sea-
son, he said.

“Adoption may start
slowly and build up over
time,” he said. “That would
be my optimistic point of
view. It’s also possible that
voluntary adoption (of new
farming practices) may not
be enough. The jury is still
out on that.”

The years that pass be-
fore that determination can
be made might be lost time
for Lake Erie, Ryan said.

“If we don’t set some
sort of floor on how we ap-
ply and use fertilizer on ag-
ricultural fields, we could
spend another five or seven
years looking for positive
results that never material-
ize,” she said. “We have to
go beyond voluntary, in my
opinion.”

Contact Keith Matheny:
313-222-5021 or kmatheny@
freepress.com. Follow on
Twitter @keithmatheny.
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In this Aug. 3, 2014 file photo, algae is seen near the City
of Toledo water intake crib in Lake Erie, about 2.5 miles
off the shore of Curtice, Ohio. (Photo: Haraz N. Ghanbari, AP)
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2018 AuSable Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month

Date

Event

Information

2018 Great Lakes Bay Region ...continued

Month Date Event Comments / Contact Info

Information TBD. Meetings to begin in April.
Contact Gene Kirvan at calypsocharters@yahoo.com for inquiries.

2018 Battle Creek Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information

May 12 Lake Michigan Weigh 3 Trip Swap Benton Harbor

June 1-2 Connie McGowan Invitational (Captain must be a member) - Lake Erie
July 14 Portage Lake Pan Fish/Family Picnic Vicksburg

August 4 Lake Michigan Memorial South Haven

October 6 Kalamazoo River Salmon Slam Allegan Dam

October 20 Kalamazoo River Memorial Allegan Dam

October 27 Kalamazoo River Trout Quest Allegan Dam

November 24 St. Joe River Fall Steelhead 1-94 Boat Ramp
December 1 St. Joe River Chapter Challenge Elks Lodge Benton Harbor
December 8 Christmas Party Kalamazoo Eagles

December 8 Christmas/Awards Banquet Cocktails 5:00 p.m., Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Bring family and friends!

K of C Hall Auburn, Mi 48611

December 15 Big Manistee, Bear Creek Call Mark Trudell 989-615-0481

Membership meetings held at:
3013 Bay City Road, Midland, M| 48642
989-496-3410

Board meetings: 6:00 pm / Membership meetings: 7:15 pm
All Board/Membership meetings are held first Tuesday of each month with the exception of June, July and August.
A raffle is held following all membership meetings. BRING A FRIEND! All membership meetings are open to the public.
Register via Marine Radio channel 72 at beginning of all events. Weigh in’s and picnics follow at 2:00 pm.

If interested in fishing with us please email: kathy@steel-headers.com. Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2018 Holland Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Meeting
Location: Moonraker West Battle Creek

Ice Tournaments — Justin Kling 491-2980

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
River Tournaments —

Lake Tournaments — Greg Peck 998-9407

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

2018 Grand Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information Contact Info
July 28 Member Weeklong + fishing contest ~ July 28 - August 9 mjbelter@altelco.net
begins
August 2 Sportsmen for Youth Fundraiser/ https://sportsmenforyouth.com/
dinner
August 9 Chapter picnic, weeklong fishing Rycenga Park, Spring mjbelter@altelco.net
contest awards Lake Twp.
September 8 Sportsmen for Youth Day Muskegon County https://sportsmenforyouth.com/
Fairgrounds
September  14-15 Grand Haven Salmon Festival Grand Haven www.ghsalmonfest.com/
Waterfront/City
Marina location
September 15 Salmon Festival KidZone Grand Haven www.ghsalmonfest.com/
activity area Waterfront/City
Marina location
September 15 GH Steelheaders - Salmon Festival Grand Haven www.ghsalmonfest.com/
Big Fish Contest - Tentative Waterfront/City mjbelter@altelco.net
Marina location
November 30 Member Year Long Fishing contest
ends
December TBD Annual meeting, dinner, recognitions

For more information on Grand Haven Steelheaders activities, contact:
Roger Belter - 616-842-0877 or rogerbelter@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

Month Date Event

May 7 Board Meeting

May 19 Holland Steelheaders Spring Challenge
May 22 Tuesday Night League Kick-off

June 4 Board Meeting

June 9 All Species Tournament

June 23 Kids N’ Kings Tournament

July 9 Board Meeting

July 14 Veteran’s Fishing Outing

July 26 General Membership Meeting/Captain’s Meeting
July 28 Holland Steelheaders Summer Challenge
August 3-5 Big Red Classic

August 6 Board Meeting

August 18 Holland Steelheaders Ladies Tournament

September 4 Tuesday Fish League Final Night
September 10

October 1

Board Meeting
Board Meeting

November 5 Board Meeting

December 1 River Tournament

December 3 Board Meeting

December 6 General Membership Meeting

Membership meetings held at:
Yacht Basin Yacht Club 1862 Ottawa Beach Road, Holland M| 49424
Social hour at 6 pm, Dinner at 7 pm
Call board members to find out location of board meetings.

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, or call Jeremy Erdman 616-510-9405,
or email Steve Weatherwax at Waxer1221@ Yahoo.com

2018 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

2018 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information

May 7 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

May 19 Spring Big Lake STC*

May 21 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
June 4 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

June 8-10 Lake Erie 3-Day Walleye Contest

June 25 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
July 2 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

July 11 Chapter Family Picnic 6:00 PM Johnson Park Shelter House **
August 6 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

August 18 Fall Big Lake Salmon/Trout 2/1 Contest ~ STC*

August 27 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
September 10 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

September 24 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
October 1 Chapter Buck Contest Begins **

October 1 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

October 29 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
November 3 Fall River Contest Grand & Muskegon Rivers and their Tributaries  STC*

November 5 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

November 10 Fishing Partners Manistee Contest STC*

November 26 Membership Meeting 7:30 PM Social Hour 6:30 PM
December 3 Board of Directors Meeting 7PM

December 10 Chapter Family Christmas Party 6 PM Diamond Hall

STC* = Date subject to change
** = Members and Family Only. (All other events open to the public)

2018 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments / Contact Info
May 12 Manistee Salmon Outing 5:30 am - 1:00 pm
June 2 Sebewaing Harbor Marina Walleye outing 7:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Bring a child for a great day of fun
June 23 Grindstone Walleye outing 7:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
July 14 Manistee Salmon outing 5:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
July 28 Ludington Salmon outing 5:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
July 29 Ludington Day 2 Salmon outing 5:30 a.m. — noon
August 1 Ludington Salmon outing 6:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
August 25 Manistee Salmon outing 6:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
August 26 Manistee Day 2 Salmon outing 6:00 a.m. — noon Continued...

Month Date Event Chair

May 1 General Membership Meeting

May 5 TCAS Brown Trout Tourn. @ Frankfort w MWS Chair: Richardson/McDonald

May 5 Kent Lake Blue Gill Kayak/Small boat Chair: Mark Davis

May 12 Toledo Beach Memorial Walleye Tourn. &Vets Chair: Larry Tabaka

May 19 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Chair: Chris Thompson/Kruszewski

May 26 Kelley’s Island Walleye Tournament w HV Chair: Phil & Dennis Kelley

June 2 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Chair: Brad Allan

June 5 General Membership Meeting

June 9 Grand/Southhaven Salmon Pier Event Chair: Eric Braden

June 16 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament - Sat w HV Chair: Dennis Kelley/Jeff K

June 23 Rogers City Salmon Tournament Chair: Jordan Pontoni

June 30 Walleye Tournament (Saginaw Bay or L. Erie) Chair: Fabian Sepulveda

July 6 Erieau Tournament - Erieau, Canada Chair: Clyde Schoen

July 7 Erieau Tournament - Erieau, Canada Chair: Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 7 Manistee River Clean-up Day Chair: Roger Hinchcliff

June 30 Walleye Tournament (Saginaw Bay or L. Erie) Chair: Fabian Sepulveda

July 6 Erieau Tournament - Erieau, Canada Chair: Clyde Schoen

July 7 Erieau Tournament - Erieau, Canada Chair: Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 7 Manistee River Clean-up Day Chair: Roger Hinchcliff

July 14 Clinton River Clean-up Day Chair: Jay Labban

July 19 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Thu w TCAS Chair: Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 21 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Sat w TCAS/HV  Chair: Dennis Kelley

July 22 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Sat w TCAS/HV  Chair: Dave Zawacki/Ted Ringer

August 7 General Membership Meeting

August 4 Salmon Tournament — Manistee — Sat w TCAS Chair: Henry Nabors/Bill Gagnon

August 5 Salmon Tournament — Manistee — Sun w TCAS Chair: Marc Traver

August 1 Salmon Tournament — Frankfort w TCAS Chair: Tom Hesch/Bill Dodge

August 14 Club Summer Picnic Chair: Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

August 25 Holland Salmon Tournament Chair: Larry Tabaka

September 4 General Membership Meeting

September 8 Lake & River Tournament — Frankfort w/TCAS Chair: M/D (MWS/TCAS) Hartrick/A
Trenz

September 17 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2019 Calendar Mtg Chair: Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/Grech

September 15 Manistee Pier Jamboree Chair: Adam Trenz

September 22 Manistee River Tournament w/TCAS Chair: Adam Trenz

September 29 Detroit River Kayak/Small boat Chair: Eric Braden

October 2 General Membership Meeting

October 6 Ohio Steelhead Alley (include Elk Creek P.A.) Chair: Phil Bustos

Continued on page 26




The Manistee County
Sportfishing  Association
(MCSFA) annual tour-
nament week starts on
Wednesday, June 20th and
runs until Sunday June 24th.
We are a members-only
tournament that purposely
sets our “payout” struc-
ture so many walk away
with something instead of
a “few” hitting the big pay
day. Also, all proceeds from
the tournament week goes
back into the association
to finance projects such as
Kids Fish, Net Pens, lobby-
ing, habitat improvement,

Ladies

Shake Down

education, stewardship, and
protecting and promote the
great fishing that exists in
Manistee County.

First, Tournament Week
starts with the annual KIDS
FISH event that takes place
on Wednesday, June 20th
at Man Made Lake. This
event attracts hundreds of
youth from in and around
the county. Also, it is
co-sponsored by the local
Wild Turkey Federation
(WTF) chapter The Sunset
Shoreline Strutters. Many
local sponsors help with
bait, transportation, prizes,

media coverage, and supply
volunteers to help the event
run smoothly.

Then, on Friday, June
21st, the annual Ladies
Classic begins. This all la-
dies event has both pro and
amateur angler divisions
and allows teams of wom-
en to compete for prizes and
annual bragging rights.

Next, on Saturday and
Sunday, the Budweiser
PRO/AM begins with two
divisions  with separate
prizes and also competing
for an additional $1,000
sponsored by the Marsh

2018 SCHEDULE

MANISTEE COUNTY
TOURNAMENTSBEVENTS

May 25

~

| —
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Why Fish Manistee?

Foundation, for the biggest
fish caught over the week-
end. On Sunday, anglers in
both divisions can compete
in the second day second
chance contest sponsored
by Oak Grove Cremation.
We are one of the few tour-
naments that payout team
overall prizes, big fish over-
all, big fish by species, sec-
ond chance, etc. We contin-
ue our ongoing relationship
with Tournament Trail and
Tournament Trail partici-
pants can win over $10,000
in cash and prizes.

Next because you need

B e

Shake Down

OnekamaiMarine Ine.

Memorial Weekend “Shake Down”
For info call: Carrie Paxton 231-889-5000 — email: carrie@onekamamarine.com

or Scott MacDonald 231-690-1102 — email: smac54@gmail.com

MCSFA Events
Salmon & Trout Derby:
May 26 - Sept 3
Ladies Classic: June 22

Budweiser Pro/Am: June 23-24

i

Presented by:
The Manistee County Sportfishing Association
PO Box 98, Manistee, Ml 49660
email: mcsfa98@gmail.com
www.mcsfa.org ¢ 231-887-4474

Monster Mania: Sept. 8-9

Find out more at www.tournamenttrail.net

Main Event
May 26-27

Salmon Splash
July 27-29 ‘

Ladies Splash, Pro/Am,
Big Splash Cash & More!

www.tournamenttrail.net

i

Call Scott MacDonald 231-690-1102
email: smac54@gmail.com

Manistee County has the most
Tournaments on the Trail!

Multiple Divisions — Fun For All!
Catch 1 fish, 3 fish, 5 fish, 10 fish & more!
333 Only available at all events.

COINTY

Manistee KIDS FISH event will takes place

Page 25

on Wednesday, June 20th at Man Made Lake

to be a member to fish the
tournament you are eligible
to be automatically entered
into the MCSFA Salmon
Derby which runs Memori-
al Day to Labor Day, access
to the website, get news-
letters and have a voice on
the Great Lakes Michigan

Citizen Fishery Advisory
Committee, and participate
in social events such as the
Spring Banquet.

For additional informa-
tion, visit our website at
www.mcsfa.org or call us at
231-887-4474.

L BBy
By i by el

Budweiser PRO/AM Tournament
sponsored by the Marsh Foundation

Michigan Free Fishing Weekend

The 2018 Free Fishing
Weekend for this summer:
June 9 & 10.

All fishing license fees
will be waived for two
days. A Recreation Pass-
port will NOT be required
for entry into state parks
and recreation areas during
Free Fishing Weekend.
Residents and out-of-state
visitors may enjoy fishing

on both inland and Great
Lakes’ waters for all species
of fish. All fishing regula-
tions will still apply.
During the Summer
Free Fishing Weekend it is
also Free ORV Weekend!
Many locations around
the state hold fun events
during the weekend. Check
www.michigan.gov/dnr for
events happening this year!
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2018 Metro West - Livonia ...continued

Month Date Event Chair

October 13 Manistee River Tournament Chair: Fabian Sepulveda
October 27 Huron Walleye Tournament w HVS Chair: Jim Robertson

November River Tourn./Pier & Shore Outing Manistee w DS Chair: Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden

November General Membership Meeting

3
6

December 4 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS
8

December Huron River Tournament Chair: Hinchcliff/Davis

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road
WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@Ameritech.net or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

2018 TCAS Steelheader’s ...continued

Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

2018 South Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event

August 25 Grand Traverse Bay Tournament (Elk Rapids) Joe Cruzen/Joe Rhode

September 5 General Membership Meeting

September 8 MWS Salmon Tournament Frankfort

September 15 Crystal Lake Tournament Howard & Judy Seaver

September 22 MWS Manistee River Tournament
September 29
October 3

October 20

Senior Center Fish Fry
General Membership Meeting
2019 Port Captain’s Meeting
November 7 General Membership Annual Meeting
December 1 Christmas Party — Tentative date

Membership Meetings Held at:
Traverse City Senior Center, 801 Front St., Traverse City, Ml 49686

May 5 Michigan City Tournament

May 12 St. Joe Tourney/SW Chapter Saturday

May 17 Board and Membership Meetings *prior to SHS Pro/Am
May 18-20 South Haven Tourney

May 26 Memorial Day Weekend Holiday

June 2 OPEN

June 9-10  SHS Ladies Tournament/Free Fishing Weekend
June 14 Board and Membership Meetings

June 16 Harborfest

June 23 OPEN

June 30 Independence Day Holiday

July 7 OPEN

July 14 OPEN

July 19 Board and Membership Meetings

July 21 OPEN

July 28 OPEN

August 1 SHS Fish Boil (Blueberry Festival Aug. 9-12)

August 16 Board and Membership Meetings

August 18 SHS Operation Injured Soldier/SH Salute to Veterans

September 1 Labor Day Weekend

September 8 SHS/BC/SW Tri-Chapter Perch Tournament (Tentative)
September 20

October 18

Board and Membership Meetings - prioritize and set next year’s events. Identify event chairs
Board and Membership Meetings - finalize next year’s events and set calendar

November 7 The Pro Am Tournament Committee Kick-off meeting
November 15 Board and Membership Meetings
November 24 SHS River Tournament
December The Local Tournament Committee Annual meeting (if necessary)

December 8 SHS Holiday Party 2018

Note: All Board and membership meetings are held the third Thursday of each month except in January and March.

Membership Meetings Held at:
South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 East Wells Street, South Haven, Ml 49040
For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

2018 Thumb Chapter Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information Location

May 5 Can2Can Fishing Tournament 6:00 am Harbor Beach Marina

May 17 Regular Meeting 7:30 pm Ulby Foxhunters

June 2 ProKing Fishing Tournament 6:00 am Harbor Beach Marina

June 9 Veterans Fishing Outing 6:00 am Contact Kevin Ramsey Harbor Beach Marina
for details

June 21 Regular Meeting 7:30 pm Ulby Foxhunters

July 19 Regular Meeting 7:30 pm Ulby Foxhunters

August 12 Pig Roast 2:00 pm Stafford Park

August 16 Ladies Night 7:30 pm Ulby Foxhunters

September 20
October 18

Regular Meeting w/ Tackle Swap  7:30 pm Ulby Foxhunters

Regular Meeting - Election of 7:30 pm
Board/Officers

Ulby Foxhunters

November TBD
December TBD
Contact Scott Stanke at 989-553-0972 for inquiries.

2018 Thunderbay Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

2018 Southwest Ml Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

Month Date Event Information
May 7 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
May 19 Alpena Tournament 6:00 AM
June 4 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
June 9 Presque Isle Tournament 6:00 AM
July 2 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
August 6 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
September 3 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
October 1 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
November 5 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
December 3 Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM

Contact rgoloch@comcast.net or dist24cm@aol.com for inquiries.

May 10-12  Summer Challenge Tournament

June TBD Kids Fishing Event

June 14 Membership Meeting St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM

July 12 Membership Meeting St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM
August 24 Trolling with the Troops

September 13
October 1

Membership Meeting St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM

Membership Meeting

November 8 Membership Meeting

December 1 Winter Chapter Challenge

Tournament

December 13 Membership Meeting St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 7:00 PM

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022
Monthly meeting second Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM
No meetings in May or August
Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2018 White River Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information
May 4 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm

June 7 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm

July No meeting

August 2 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm
September 6 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm
October 4 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm
November 1 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm
December 6 Meeting at the Montague VFW 6:00 pm

Contact whpollock@netzero.net for inquiries.

2018 TCAS Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

May 2 General Membership Meeting

May 5 Brown Trout Tournament Frankfort Carl MacDonald/Randy Richardson
May 19 Torch Lake Salmon Tournament Tim Potter/Howard Seaver

June 2 Torch Lake Salmon Tournament Joe Cruzen/Randy Richardson
June 6 General Membership Meeting

June 30 Lake Skegemog/Elk Lake Tournament Howard Seaver/Jim Heegeman
June 30 - July 7 2018 National Cherry Festival - NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING or Board Meeting
July 14 Lake Charlevoix Tournament Tim Potter/Joe Rhode

July 19,21-22 MWS Salmon Tournament Ludington

August 1 General Membership Meeting

August 4,5 MWS Salmon Tournament Manistee

August 1" MWS Salmon Tournament Frankfort

August 18 Lake Bellaire Tournament Tim Potter/Rich Wilks Continued...

Membership Drive

There are thousands of fishermen, women and children who need to join

in taking care of the Great Lakes and its fishery!
Let’s get them to join!

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!
For new membership sign-up only!

Here’s how it works!
* You (current member) are the sponsor.
* Have the new member fill out the application.
* On the bottom of the application, put your name
in “Sponsored By” section.
* For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.
* Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing.
* The drawings are held at the April Presidents’ meeting.
* There are between 15 - 25 drawings.
* The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

For more information, contact your Chapter Membership Director
or mssfamembership@gmail.com




“Salmon-Trout”
Continued from page 1

bring to the stream!
Remembering what
happens in Alaska should
help you understand this
dynamic. We have all read
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about the reason Pacific
salmon die after spawn-
ing, to provide the nutri-
ents in the relatively sterile
streams for the next gen-
eration. The fact that the

nutrients provided by the
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allows resident rainbows to
grow to steelhead size (10+
pounds) while only being
able to feed for four months
of the year really helps ex-
plain this phenomenon.
Closer to home, I have
had the chance to fish a
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relatively marginal trout
stream before and after a
fish ladder allowed steel-
head and salmon to spawn
in it. One of my quirks is
that I have been an avid
fishing log keeper since I
caught my first Michigan
brown trout and steelhead,
53 years ago. I can honest-
ly say, and my annual catch
summaries  verify, that
the brown trout fishing in
Prairie Creek is better now
than it was in the 60’s and
70’s when anadromous fish
could not get there.

Another fear among
trout anglers is that the
presence of anadromous
fish will cause their newly
open trout water to become
over run with anglers. The
easy solution here is to keep
much of this water clas-
sified as a Type 1 stream,
open to fishing only during
the trout season. The mid-
dle to lower reaches of the
stream can be classified as
Type 4 so salmon and steel-
head anglers can intercept
the anadromous fish while
releasing all of the browns
and brookies caught out-
side of the regular trout sea-
son. It also should be noted
that when the major hatches
of mayflies and other aquat-
ic insects occur, most of the
anadromous fish and the
anglers that fish for them
will not be present.

you’re looking for.

Visitors Bureau
www.visitbenzie.com
800-882-5801

Enjoy Lake Michigan from our port city of Frankfort or

try your luck on one of our over 57 inland lakes, two
rivers and several streams. Our waters are rich with
Coho Salmon, Steelhead, Brown Trout, Bass, Pike,
Walleye, Bluegill and Perch. Every fishing enthusiast will
find just what their fishing for. Crystal Lake, Big & Little
Platte Lakes, the Betsie and Platte Rivers and of
course, Lake Michigan are the most well-known, but you
will also discover hidden gems like Turtle Lake, Long
Lake or Herring Lake that may just be the experience

Lodging choice abound and area sporting shops sell all
your fishing needs and provide tips on the “hot spots”.
Great local shopping and dining options make for a well-
rounded trip to Benzie County. For more information,
call our office or visit our website.

Benzie County . ,

Northern Michigan Preserved ©

B3 /penziecounty.cvb #PureBenzieMI

Proud sponsor of the
Benzie Fishing Frenzy
Tournament
August 24-26, 2018

Fishing Benzie County IS Catching/

Fish on some of Michigan’s finest waters,
in Benzie County, Michigan!
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Terri Bedford admires spring Steelhead
caught on a spinner.

The lower dams on our
Great Lakes coldwater trib-
utaries have been a positive
in preventing sea lampreys
from gaining access to these
river systems for spawning.
Luckily a low head barrier
can be maintained at the
dam site that allows salmon
and steelhead to ascend up-
stream while blocking sea
lamprey migration because
the sea lamprey can’t jump.

While it is obvious

that I am in favor of open-
ing more streams to trout
movement and anadromous
fish, I still strongly believe
that many miles of trout
only water should be kept
that way. The upper Au Sa-
ble mainstream and branch-
es and upper Manistee and
tributaries (including the
Pine) along with the Fox in
the Upper Peninsula imme-
diately come to mind.
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Your Leading
Outdoor Authority

SHIPPING

on your next online

8178 West Main Street
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009

T ———

purchase of $25 or more 800-992-1520
Coupon Code: SHIP4FREE SHOP ONLINE
\
L - www.DandRSports.com

MON & TUE9-6 | WED, THUR, FRI9-8|SAT9-5|SUN10-4

JacKs,ﬂ“ w .l bonaEice
Coosa FD Flint $8107
Length 1227 Length 11" 3” Length 10°7”
| Width 35” Width 33” Width 34.5”
| Total Capacity 450 Ibs. Total Capacity 375 Ibs. Total Capacity 425 Ibs.
Weight 102 - 115 Ibs. Weight 63 - 73 Ibs. Weight 67 Ibs.
ONLY $2,999 ONLY $999 ONLY $1,299
NIOW [N=-STOCIKE NIOW [N=-STOCIKH NIOW [N=-STOCIKE
Cruise FD Pursuit S$8127
| Length 11" 10” Length 13’ 5” Length 1227
Width 33” Width 35” Width 33.75”
Height 15” Total Capacity 500 Ibs. Total Capacity 475 Ibs.
Capacity 400 Ibs. Weight 82 Ibs. Weight 78 Ibs.
ONLY $2,399 ONLY $1,679 ONLY $1,599

Current Specials!

Brad’s Wigglers

[\
“:G“

Reg. $5.29 SALE $4.99

Storm Hot °’N Tots

Rapala Fishing Lures

Bay Rat Lures

P o N €070,
(/; \/ ([ 0'9.'
T
(-
Reg.358.49 SALE $7.49

Z-Man ElaZtech
Fishing Products

————
e
10% OFF

Humminbird Helix 5 DI GPS

G2 w/ Navionics Lake Maps

410220-1NAV

Reg. $599.900 SALE $369.99

Humminbird Helix 9 DI
GPS G2N

410080-1

Reg. $899.99 SALE $839.99

Garmin Striker Plus 7cv

$399.99

000-01873-010

Church Tackle Co.
The Walleye Board

ONLY
$24.99

30110/40110

Minn Kota Digital
On-Board Battery Chargers

SAVE
$25

With Mail-In Rebate

Minn Kota Terrova 112
Trolling Motors .

$100
OFF

2018 Tracker Pro Team 175 TXW
w/ Mercury 60 ELPT FourStroke

$16,995*

2018 Tracker Pro Guide V-16 SC
w/ Mercury 60 ELPT FourStroke

$16,595*

2018 Tracker Pro Guide V-175 Combo
w/ Mercury 115 EXLPT FourStroke

$24,995*

Minn Kota Ultrex 112
US2 I-Pilot Bluetooth 52”

ONLY

$2,399.99
#1368821

2018 Tracker Targa V-19 WT
w/ Mercury 150 XL FourStroke

$31,995*

*Plus Frt, Prep, Tax, Reg.



