
MICHIGAN STEELHEAD & 
SALMON FISHERMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 8034

HOLLAND, MI 49422
616-298-8842

www.mssfa.org

U.S. POSTAGE PAID -
GREENVILLE, MI

48838
NON-PROFIT

PERMIT NO. 338

The Official Publication of the Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

Search groups for MSSFA

January/February 2021Volume 65 No. 1

“Wild”
Continued on page 2

The Quality of Fishing Reflects the Quality of Living!

Dam Out – Steelhead In

By Jim Bedford

It is widely believed 
by many that Great Lakes 
steelhead are mostly hatch-
ery fish.  A simple put, 
grow, and take fishery.  This 
turns out to be a very erro-
neous assumption about 
our great steelhead fishery.  
More than half of the steel-
head in Michigan are wild.

In general, life has got-
ten tougher for steelhead 
in recent years.  The ex-
plosion of Quagga and ze-
bra mussel numbers have 
altered the food chain by 
greatly reducing phyto- and 
zoo-plankton levels in the 
lakes.  These small crea-
tures are the basis of life 
in the Great Lakes.  Steel-
head and salmon smolts 
feed primarily on plankton 
and larval bait fish when 
they arrive in the big lakes 

on their spring migration.  
Alewives diet is primarily 
plankton throughout their 
lives so their numbers are 
very depressed right now.  
With baitfish or prey fish 
numbers down there are a 
lot of hungry predators at 
the river mouths when the 
smolts arrive in May and 
early June.  And, guess 
what, adult steelhead and 
salmon have no problem 
becoming cannibals when 
bait fish are scarce.

Naturally reproduced 
steelhead smolts are huge-
ly better at dodging preda-
tors and finding food than 
the hatchery smolts.  These 
fish have spent two or three 
years in their natal streams 
avoiding predators and 
finding enough to eat.  Con-
versely, hatchery smolts are 
fed daily and usually pro-
tected from predators.  This 

easy life helps them grow 
to smolting size in just one 
year but has them woefully 
unprepared for survival in 
the wild.

This difference in sur-
vival was vividly demon-
strated in Prairie Creek, a 
tributary to the Grand River 
in southern Michigan.  A 
number of years ago, Mich-
igan’s hatchery steelhead 
all received a right pecto-
ral fin clip.  About 5,000 
steelhead smolts are plant-
ed in this stream each year.  
Around the same time a 
study was done on the creek 
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Why Wild Steelhead?

Paul Vogel with wild female steelhead

By Brian Gunderman
Southern Lake Michigan Unit 
Manager, Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources - 
Fisheries Division 

Steelhead are about to 
have a lot more territory 
to explore thanks to an on-
going dam removal project 
on the Dowagiac River in 
Berrien County. One of the 
largest coldwater streams 
in the region, the Dowagi-
ac flows into the mighty St. 
Joseph River near the city 
of Niles. The construction 
of fish ladders at the Ber-

rien Springs and Buchan-
an dams on the St. Joseph 
River have allowed steel-
head and salmon to move 
into the lower Dowagiac 
since the early 1990s. The 
impassable Pucker Street 
Dam has confined these mi-
gratory species to the lower 
three miles of the Dowagi-
ac . . .until now. 

Site preparation and 
powerhouse removal at the 
Pucker Street Dam started 
in fall 2019, and the remov-
al of the actual dam struc-
ture began in spring 2020. 

When the removal is com-
plete, steelhead and salm-
on will have access to an 
additional 159 river miles 
in the Dowagiac River and 
tributary streams. In addi-
tion, fragmented popula-
tions of native fish species 
(such as smallmouth bass 
and suckers) occurring up-
stream and downstream of 
the dam will be reconnect-
ed. The dam removal also 
will restore approximately 
1.2 miles of high gradient 

Pucker Street Dam on September 19, 2017  Photo Credit: Jay Wesley
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By Jill Wingfield,
Great Lakes Fishery
Commission
Beth Wanamaker,
Great Lakes Commission

For nearly forty years, 
invasive mussels have 
been wreaking havoc on 
the Great Lakes and their 
fisheries. While all aquatic 
invasive species are bad, 
one could easily argue 
that the ecological and 
economic damage caused 
by dreissenid (zebra and 
quagga) mussels make 
them one of the worst. In 
addition to costing indus-
tries in the region billions 
of dollars in cleanup costs 
and profoundly altering 
the food web by filtering 
out plankton at an alarm-
ing rate, dreissenid mussel 
colonies have also facili-
tated massive blooms of 
cladophera, a dark-green 
algae that has been linked 
to the deaths of more than 
70,000 birds in the Great 
Lakes area. 

A Step in the Right Direction Toward 
Control for Dreissenid Mussels

Sleeping Bear Dunes lakeshore , Before (above)
and After (below) Photo Credit: Harvey Bootsma
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and it was determined that 
between 3,000 and 5,000 
wild smolts were produced 
annually by the stream.  
Once the time came that all 
of the hatchery fish should 
have been clipped it was 
determined that well over 
90% of the returning steel-
head were wild fish.  In my 
personal catch it was over 
95%. 

It is significant that 
smolts from Prairie Creek 
have a long, tough trip to 
Lake Michigan.  About 100 
miles of the Grand River 
that contains very healthy 
populations of predators 
like smallmouth bass, wall-
eyes, pike, and catfish, both 
channel and flathead, makes 
for a real gauntlet for these 
7-8” rainbows.  This fishery 
speaks volumes about the 
fitness of wild steelhead to 
become adult steelhead.         

 Starting in 2018 all 
hatchery steelhead were 
mass marked with an ad-
ipose fin clip by the states 
bordering Lake Michigan.  
This will continue until we 
will be able tell with some 
certainty whether the steel-
head we just landed was 
wild or of hatchery origin.  
The only reason we will not 
be able to tell with com-
plete certainty is that On-
tario will not be marking 
all the hatchery fish they 
stock in their Lake Huron 

tributaries.  Not only will 
this affect the Lake Huron 
tributaries but also, possi-
bly some Lake Michigan 
streams because we know 
that fish can freely move 
through the Straits of Mack-
inac.  The Lake Erie and 
Ontario states and Ontario 
are not currently marking 
their hatchery steelhead but 
are studying the possibility 
of doing so in the future.   

Steelhead are a fine table 
fish, whether eaten fresh or 
smoked and there are rela-
tively few situations where 
releasing them is mandato-
ry in the Great Lakes. Like 
coho, Atlantic and chinook 
salmon, brown and lake 
trout, and splake, steelhead 
are stocked for a put, grow, 
and take fishery.  Howev-
er, releasing some of your 
catch will help to maintain 
and improve the fine sport 
fishery in our Great Lakes.   
In fact when fishing for 
wild trout and steelhead or 
any large predator fish, re-
leasing most or all of your 
catch is the best idea in my 
opinion.  With the likely 
continued decline of salm-
on in Lakes Michigan and 
Huron and increased pres-
sure on other species like 
steelhead, catch and release 
will be even more import-
ant for a good fishery.  

When you do decide 
to keep fish for the table 
being selective can make 
for a better meal and help 
sustain a good fishery.  Al-

most always smaller fish 
will taste better than the 
trophies.  Let the big fish 
spawn and keep the small-
er but legal fish for the pan.  
When harvesting steelhead, 
remember that the males 
can fertilize the eggs of 
several females.  Produc-
ing the milt also takes less 
out of the fish than making 
the eggs so the flesh of the 
males will be firmer.  So 
keep a small male for the 
table or smoker and let the 
females go. 

Successful releasing of 

fish begins with the catch-
ing.  Never fight a fish to 
exhaustion.  Use sturdy 
enough tackle to subdue 
your quarry in a relatively 
short amount of time.  Pres-
suring the fish from the side 
with your rod rather than 
lifting it to the surface will 
tire it faster and enable you 
quickly conquer large fish 
with relatively light tackle.  
When lifting fish with your 
rod, you are mostly fight-
ing gravity and not tiring 
the fish.

Always keep the han-

Author Jim Bedford with a deer season
hatchery summer run steelhead

Jason Blowers Photography

ENTRY FEES:
Received before
May 9, 2021:

Pro: $500
Am: $250

Received May 9, 2021
or after:

Pro: $550
Am: $300 

SOUTH HAVEN STEELHEADERS
2021
Pro Am

May 15th & 16th
Guaranteed

$6,000 1st place PRO
(based on 20 entries)

Guaranteed
$3,000 1st place AM

(based on 25 entries)

For more information: 
Chad Bard

269-214-6934

**Special tournament prize for highest scoring boat
where all crew members are Michigan Steelheaders**

RULES ALL BOATS:
• Fish 9 Rods   • Catch 15
• Weigh 12      • No more than 6 Lake Trout

NEW Special Dock Rates! Head to South Haven after the 
Schu’s Summer Challenge to pre-fish all week! Buy 7 nights for $80 

($20 each additional night). CALL 269-637-3171 to book now!

DIVISIONAL:  All Species Big Fish Contest
           - $50 entry fee

RETURNING
for 2021:

- Star of the Lake 
Friday 5 Challenge

- Dual Port Challenge

**Over $30,000 in cash and prizes**
Robert J. Keorkunian

southhavensteelheaders.profishingtournaments.com

dling of the fish to a min-
imum.  For small fish that 
you can control by lifting 
from the water or grabbing 
your line, simply grab the 
hook, fly, or lure with your 
forceps and shake the fish 
free.  If you need to handle 
the fish wet your hand first 
and turn it upside down to 
quiet it before removing 
the hook.  A net will greatly 
speed the landing of large 
fish.  Use it as a corral and 
leave the net bag in the wa-
ter to minimize any abra-
sion damage or protective 
slime removal.   Nets are 
now available with mesh 
material that is really easy 
on the fish.  If you must 
“beach” a large fish never 
drag it up on dry land.  Find 
a shallow area where you 
can force the fish on its side 
but still have several inches 
of cushioning water.  If you 
can’t get to the fish from a 
large boat, plan on having 
a large cooler half full of 
water to set the net bag and 
fish  in when you plan to re-
lease it.

Along with a net, a pair 
of forceps (or needle nose 
pliers for large fish) should 
be a mandatory part of ev-
ery angler’s equipment.  
Trying to manually unhook 
a fish can be hard on the 
fish and, when fly fishing or 
using soft plastics, hard on 
your fly or lure. And, if the 
fish has sharp teeth like all 
members of the trout and 
salmon family, your fingers 
are likely to be scratched or 
punctured.  Barbless hooks 
also help but even they 
can be stubborn at times 
and sometimes it is hard 
to pinch down those barbs 
after a big fish has prema-
turely dislodged a lure or 
weighted fly.

There will be times 
when your lure or bait is 
taken deeply and the un-
hooking becomes more dif-
ficult.  While it is important 
to avoid the eyes and gills 
when handling fish there 
will be times when using 
the gill cover as a handle is 
the best way to unhook and 
release them.  With a wet 
hand carefully slide your 
fingers along the inside 
of the gill plate and take 
a firm grip.  The back of 
your wet fingers may graze 
some gill filaments but will 
do no harm.  Remember 
these organs are designed 
to slough off sand and silt 
and other foreign objects 
suspended in the water that 
pass by and through the 
gills when the steelhead 
breathes.  When you grasp 
the gill cover as a handle 
the mouth will open up and 
let you see where the fish 
is hooked.  Carefully push 
down to make room for 
the barb and then back out 
the hook.  If possible, keep 
most of the steelhead in the 
water during the unhook-
ing process and if you are 
struggling a bit to remove 
the hook, give yourself and 
the steelhead a break by 
putting the fish back in the 
water (in the net). 

Usually your fish will 
be ready to take off after 
being unhooked but if it 
needs some resuscitation 
always take time to do this.  
Gently cradling the fish 
facing into slow current is 
best.  If you are fishing in 

a lake slowly move the fish 
forward until it recovers.  
Moving the fish backwards 
is counterproductive as the 
fish can’t breathe when 
moved backwards.

Releasing that steelhead 
of a lifetime can be tough 
to do, especially if you are 
fishing by yourself.  The 
solution to being able to let 
trophy fish swim away is to 
shoot them first.  A camera 
is always part of my gear, 
ready to capture a deer 
drinking at streamside, an 
eagle watching me fish, a 
sunrise or sunset on a lake, 
or a freshly caught beauty 
of a fish.  Obviously, almost 
all of us are carrying mobile 
phone with us now and, of 
course, they also take good 
photos.  When taking a pic-
ture of a fish always have 
everything ready before 
you lift the fish out of the 
water.  Of course, if you are 
taking a picture of yourself 
with the timer this will be 
automatic.

Measuring the length 
and girth of the fish along 
with a clear side view pho-
to will allow you to have 
a replica mount made of 
your trophy.  While you 
can calculate an estimate 
of your fish’s weight with 
these measurements it 
is fun to know the actu-
al weight.  This is easy to 
do using your net.  Simply 
hook your scales on mesh-
es on the opposite sides of 
the fish and weigh it as your 
big steelhead is cradled in 
your net.  Then just subtract 
the weight of the net or sus-
pend the net rim with your 
other hand so that it is not 
being weighed.  In recent 
years the style of hand-held 
scales with a gripper on 
one end has become very 
popular.  I think weighing 
fish this way is very hard 
on them, especially large 
specimens.  Fish are nor-
mally horizontal in water 
that is approximately the 
same density that they are.  
They use their swim blad-
der to maintain neutral 
buoyancy.  While I am not 
aware of any studies docu-
menting the fact, I believe 
that suspending large fish 
vertically in the air could 
harm their internal organs.  
This would be especially 
likely when fish are on their 
spawning run and their sex-
ual organs are near maturi-
ty.  You can still use these 
grip scales to weigh fish 
supported by the net.

As life gets tougher 
for steelhead in the Great 
Lakes, I think we should 
strongly consider releasing 
all of the wild fish we catch.  
In the states of California, 
Oregon, Washington and 
Alaska and the province 
of British Columbia, the 
release of wild steelhead is 
almost always mandatory 
and virtually all hatchery 
steelhead are marked.  On 
the few rivers where wild 
steelhead can still be re-
tained, the daily limit is 
one and the season limit of 
wild fish in 3 or 4.  Usually 
the daily limit on hatchery 
steelhead is two with a sea-
son limit of 20 or less.  Ob-
viously the limits on steel-
head in the Great Lakes are 

“Wild”
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Bob Bryans with big male steelhead from the upper Grand River

much more liberal, usually 
3 or 5 per day and no sea-
son limit.  This angler is 
worried that our great steel-
head fishery can’t contin-
ue with such liberal limits 
along with the tremendous 
pressure the environment 
and dwindling food supply 
is putting on these great 
fish.  Releasing all the wild 
fish and keeping only the 
occasional male steelhead 
will go a long way toward 
preserving our steelhead 
fishery.  As a final note, 
if you are fishing streams 
where hatchery steelhead 

are not marked, remember 
that the dorsal fin is com-
monly worn down or has 
bent rays in hatchery steel-
head.  Other signs are worn 
pelvic or ventral fins.     

Releasing a large, wild 
steelhead is one of the most 
satisfying things you can do 
as an angler!

Note: As described 
in the previous edition of 
the GLSFN the DNR and 
Michigan Sea Grant have 
created an angler diary pro-
gram for angler’s to report 
their catches with fin clip 
information.  See the side-
bar for a reminder about 
this program.  As I write 
this in mid-November I 

have logged 40 steelhead 
into this program, most 
were caught in the Grand 
River, and seven were 
clipped.  Four of the clipped 
fish appeared to be summer 
run steelhead based on their 
coloration and shape.  They 
were likely strays from 
the St. Joseph River as the 
summer steelhead stocked 
the Manistee River also 
have their right ventral fin 
clipped.  

“Wild”
Continued from page 2

stream habitat in the former 
reservoir, exposing more 
gravel substrate for fish 
spawning and invertebrate 
(i.e., fish food) production.

To truly appreciate the 
significance and challeng-
es associated with this dam 
removal project, you need 
to know a little bit about 
the dam’s history.

The steep rapids on 
the Dowagiac River near 
the existing Pucker Street 
bridge have been a mag-
net for people looking to 
harness the river’s power 
for industrial purposes. In 
1828, a wooden dam was 
constructed at this loca-
tion to power a mill. The 
“modern” concrete dam 
was built a short distance 
downstream of the wood-
en dam in 1928 to generate 
electricity for the City of 
Niles. The reservoir behind 
the dam filled with sedi-
ment, was dredged, and 
then filled again until the 
dam became less profitable 
to operate. Electrical gen-
eration ceased in 1995. In 
1999, the City decided to 
permanently drop the wa-
ter elevation in the reser-
voir by five feet to reduce 
stress on the aging dam. 
The amount of sand that 
moved downstream as a re-
sult of the 1999 drawdown 

“Dam Removal”
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exceeded expectations, 
and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) installed a sediment 
trap on the upstream side of 
the dam to remove some of 
this sand. Subsequent mon-
itoring conducted at seven 
sites downstream of the 
dam indicated that the river 
was able to evacuate most 
of the sand by July 2000.

Since 1999, the City, 
DNR, and other partners 
have had numerous conver-
sations about the future of 
the Pucker Street Dam. In 
2013, the City concluded 
that rehabilitating the dam 
to produce electricity was 
not likely to be economi-
cally viable and began the 
dam removal planning pro-
cess. Removing a structure 
as large as the Pucker Street 
Dam is a major undertak-
ing, so a diverse team was 
assembled to help coordi-
nate the project and find 
funding sources. Funding 
for the dam removal has 
come from a variety of 
sources including the City 
of Niles, United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, DNR, 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, and the Great 
Lakes Fishery Trust. The 
estimated price tag for the 
removal is around $12 mil-
lion.

One of the key issues 
that the dam removal team 
has had to address is man-
agement of the huge vol-
ume of sediment that has 
accumulated behind the 
dam over its long histo-
ry. Several measures have 
been incorporated into the 
removal design to reduce 
and monitor downstream 
sediment transport. A sed-
iment trap was excavated 
between the dam and the 
Pucker Street bridge before 
any drawdowns occurred. 
The lowering of the dam 
has been accomplished 
through multiple small 
drawdowns rather than one 
large drawdown event. The 
sediments behind the dam 
also are being excavated to 
create a new pilot channel 
for the stream through the 
former reservoir. This ex-
cavation work began at the 
upper end of the impound-
ment. As of mid-December 
2020, the upper half of the 
pilot channel has been ex-
cavated. The crew will con-
tinue to excavate sediment 
throughout the winter. The 
pilot channel is anticipated 
to evolve into a more natu-
ral and diverse segment as 
the water power and large 
wood shape the river form.

Downstream sediment 
transport monitoring has 

consisted of three tiers. 
The engineering firm over-
seeing the dam removal 
(Wightman & Associates, 
Inc.) works with City staff 
to measure turbidity up-
stream and downstream of 
the project area to detect 
sediment suspended in the 
water column. To detect 
sediment movement along 
the stream bed, the DNR 
and staff from the Poka-
gon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Natural Re-
sources routinely measure 
stream bed elevations at 
two transects downstream 
of the dam near Losensky 
Park. The City also peri-
odically conducts drone 
flights over the project area 
to check for bank failures. 
Additional visual monitor-
ing of sediment deposition 
in the lower Dowagiac Riv-
er is being conducted by 
volunteers.

With every dam re-
moval, there is a tradeoff 
of a short-term disruption 
to the system in exchange 
for long-term ecological 
and recreational benefits. 
In the case of the Pucker 
Street Dam, the steelhead 
and salmon runs attract 
many anglers to Losensky 
Park every spring and fall. 
In September-November 
2020, the City of Niles and 
their contractors were able 
to install fencing and keep a 
portion of the park open to 
anglers. As the project has 
progressed and more of the 
excavation is occurring in 
the proximity of the park, 
human safety and liability 
concerns made it necessary 
to close the park in De-
cember 2020. It is antici-
pated that this closure will 
extend through the spring 
steelhead run. If all goes as 
planned, the dam removal 
will be complete and the 
park will be reopened for 
the fall 2021 salmon and 
steelhead runs.

It is important to note 
that there are new options 
opening up for anglers 
wanting to chase steelhead 
on the Dowagiac River in 
2021. For the first time, 
steelhead running up the 
river in the spring will be 
able to move upstream past 
the Pucker Street Dam. An-
glers can access the river 
at Arthur Dodd Memorial 
County Park or the DNR 
boating access site off 
Peavine Street. The Dowa-
giac River is a Type 4 trout 
stream that is open to fish-
ing year-round. (The pos-
session season for steelhead 

Remnants of the Pucker Street Dam
on December 15, 2020

Photo credit: Brian Gunderman

“Dam Removal”
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MSSFA PRESIDENT
Tim Stegeman

Tim Stegeman, President
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

2020 was a difficult 
year to navigate for not 
only the entire nation but 
also for the MSSFA.  What 
was once status quo for our 
chapters across the state of 
having monthly meetings 
with guest speakers, fishing 
tournaments, sports shows, 
banquets and other commu-
nity service activities went 
out the window with the 
China virus restrictions be-
ing imposed upon all of us.

All this at a time when 
it is no secret that demo-
graphics have changed for 
non-profit organizations 
across the board and a vast 
majority of these groups 
have been experiencing an 
ongoing decline in mem-
bership and those willing 
to be leaders of these very 
organizations that provide 
important and useful ser-
vices that really cannot be 
achieved any other way .

There is and has been a 
trend of people not joining 
organizations for a variety 
of reasons.  When consid-
ering the reasons why, we 
hear things such as, “the 
demands on their family 
lives”, “hectic pace of life” 
and “time limitations”.

In the grand scheme of 
things, Covid, as well as 
having a politically divided 
country and the uncertain-
ties that accompany it, have 
caused many Michigan-
ders, and understandably 
so, to throw their hands up 
and step away from their 
civic organizations as well 
as other local associations. 

We have a culture and 
world where time is such a 
valuable commodity, peo-
ple tend to spend their extra 
time on family-oriented ac-
tivities such as after school 
programs like sports, dance 
classes, music lessons and 
weekend activities with 
their families.  They spend 
time on things that are in 
their direct sphere of in-
fluence while the rest of 
the world rotates around 
them.  Throw in a Covid 
pandemic where much of 
these activities came to a 
screeching halt and fami-
ly members within family 
groups are forced to isolate 
from one another, it is easy 
to understand why Mich-
igan fishing license sales 
increased 9% in 2020 to 1.2 
million licenses.  Michigan 
has a population of around 
10 million. This means that 
about 1 in 10 Michiganders 
are anglers at heart.  That’s 
a lot.

There are a variety of 
reasons why people fish.  
To list a few: Conservation/
management minded, stress 
relief, social bonding, 
health benefits, recreation, 
self-fulfillment, boost the 
economy, fish for food and 
for the thrill.

While many of our 
chapters of the MSSFA are 
civic minded, like holding 

community events to raise 
money for local charities, 
these noble efforts are sec-
ondary to the primary mis-
sion of the MSSFA which 
is to “Educate the general 
public on improving, pre-
serving and promoting 
sport fishing in the Great 
Lakes and their tributary 
streams and rivers”.

The MSSFA exists to 
make sure there is a viable 
sports fishery for anglers.  
Yet, while the MSSFA is 
fighting for all the anglers 
in the state by advocating 
in Lansing for those issues 
that will protect our sport 
fishery like the Commer-
cial Fishing Bills and Tribal 
Consent Decree, the MS-
SFA did not enjoy a 9% 
increase in membership in 
2020.   It is difficult to fath-
om why license purchases 

increased in 2020, but MS-
SFA membership declined.

Are anglers apathetic to 
the macro issues facing the 
fishery?  Our fishery is con-
tinually changing as a result 
of human interaction and 
we absolutely need eyes and 
ears on the ground, all the 
time, in order to insure we 
keep our invaluable sports 
fishery.  Either we are not 
doing a good enough job 
of educating anglers about 
the importance of having 
a unified voice in Lansing, 
and seat at the table, for the 
macro fishery issues or we 
allow ourselves to be mis-
led by the need for chap-
ters to be able to conduct 
time-honored activities as 
being more important to 
those who are considering 
why to join MSSFA.

If the latter is the reason, 

we seriously need to recon-
sider how we can continue 
to provide membership val-
ue at the local level in order 
to continue to be relevant 
as an organization on the 
macro fishery issues where 
“we believe the quality of 
fishing reflects the quality 
of living.”

At a minimum, the two 
major historic fishery issues 
facing Michigan anglers 
right now, the potential ex-
ploitation of game fish and 
the right to share the re-
source equally, are at risk.  
All 1.2 million Michigan 
anglers need to rally around 
and add their voice to the 
roll of concern.  If those 
1.2 million anglers don’t 
want to add their name to 
the MSSFA membership 
roll or donate to the MS-
SFA’s Share the Resource 
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- Detroit™  
 NoviCottageShow.com

 with Paid Admission to Outdoorama

SHOW HOURS: 
Thursday 1pm-9pm
Friday 11am-9pm

Saturday 10am-8pm
Sunday 10am-5pm

Outdoorama.com

The Original Michigan Sportsman’s Show – 
Now Its Largest Size Ever!

Big Buck Night
Thursday 7-9 pm!

Fishing Boat
Supermarket!

FEB 25-28FEBRUARY 25-28, 2021
Novi, Michigan–Detroit Market

From exotic hunting trips to family From exotic hunting trips to family 
camping trips, you can fi nd them all at the camping trips, you can fi nd them all at the 

Get the latest in Hunting & Get the latest in Hunting & 
Fishing equipment from techs Fishing equipment from techs 

who know how to rig ‘em right!who know how to rig ‘em right!

Big Buck Night
Thursday 7-9 pm!

Timberworks 
Lumberjack Show!

campaign where the MSS-
FA does the work for them, 
they need to figure out how 
they are going to be able to 
have a viable sports fishery 
going forward.  Standing 
around and hoping some-
body else comes to the res-
cue is prelude to disaster. 

If Michigan anglers use 
Covid and time constraint 
excuses as a crutch for not 
being engaged this year, 
2021 will be a lost cause for 
the sport fishery before it 
even starts.  Like dominoes 
falling, all subsequent years 

will see the resource shrink 
to point where buying a 
fishing license becomes a 
questionable proposition. It 
is time for those 1.2 million 
anglers to decide whether 
or not they too believe the 
quality of fishing reflects 
the quality of living or not.  
Please do what you can to 
help educate anglers about 
this pivotal point in time 
when historic Great Lakes 
fishery issue decisions are 
taking place right before 
our eyes. 
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MSSFA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dennis Eade

Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

The pandemic has put 
a strain on many business-
es. But some industries are 
booming, and that includes 
fishing and boating - es-
pecially here in Michigan. 
New data from the Michi-
gan Department of Natural 
Resources Marketing Divi-
sion shows that during the 
pandemic more Michigan-
ders have decided to take 
up fishing. 

Across the country, 
there’s been an increase 
of more than three million 
fishing licenses compared 
to last year.  In our state, 

people are fishing a lot 
more than they were last 
year, as Michigan resident 
fishing license sales are up 
over 10 percent.  The most 
representative demograph-
ic, 15 to 45 year old males, 
is growing faster than any 
other.  Women anglers are 
up 13% as they continue to 
learn how much fun sport-
fishing can be. 

“People are getting in 
the outdoors, they’re find-
ing activities that they need 
and want to get back into, 
just so they’re not cooped 
up in the house and feeling 

claustrophobic”, according 
to the Recreational Boating 
and Fishing Foundation’s 
latest report.

While more Michigan-
ders are fishing, non-resi-
dent license sales are down 
in our state.  At the start of 
the pandemic, many states 
saw significant deficits due 
to all the travel restrictions 
in place.  The tourism in-
dustry has been hard hit and 
we need to support those 
businesses until we can get 
vaccinated and be liberated 
from all these restrictions.

MSSFA has been busy 
working hard to get the 
Commercial Fishing Statue 
updated and the House Bills 
(HB’s 4567-4569) passed 
out of the Senate Natural 
Resources Committee.  We 
are working with a coalition 
of sportfishing associations 
to bring pressure on the 

senate committee members 
to pass the bills as passed in 
the House and bring them 
to the floor of the Senate for 
a vote.  Much to our cha-
grin, Chairman Mc Broom 
has taken up valuable time 
trying to placate the com-
mercial fishing interests 
in his district by draft-
ing first a report and then 
amendments to the bills.  
We were disappointed to 
receive a list of 93 amend-
ments, three weeks after the 
adoption of the Chairman’s 
workgroup report, and only 
days prior to a commit-
tee hearing. The proposed 
amendments are detailed 
and complex and took 
some time to prepare after 
many months of meetings 
with stakeholders. They 
require significant time, ex-
amination and deliberation 
to fully vet. Time which we 

Holland, Michigan

www.bigredclassic.com

Online Signup!
Real-time Scoring!      

 Friday Womens Tourney!

Jul 30 - Aug 1, 2021

do not believe exists given 
the rapid approaching end 
of the legislative session. 

From the onset of dis-
cussions, MSSFA and the 
other recreational angler 
associations have made 
very clear our opposition to 
statutorily allowing com-
mercial harvest of game 
fish species. Unfortunate-
ly, this priority appears to 
have been dismissed in 
the formulation of the pro-
posed amendments, with 
the inclusion of language 
to facilitate the commercial 
harvest of perch, walleye, 
and lake trout. As contem-
plated, these amendments 
would make Michigan the 
only Great Lakes state to 
allow commercial harvest 
of lake trout and walleye in 
the lower Great Lakes.

Since the beginning of 
this near decade-long pro-

cess, members of the recre-
ational angling community 
have come to the table of-
fering reasonable solutions 
to complex issues, often-
times reaching outside our 
comfort zone in hopes of 
gaining consensus. Howev-
er, throughout we have held 
firmly to a position of pro-
tecting game fish species 
such as lake trout, walleye 
and yellow perch from 
commercial nets and help 
form policies that ensure 
commercial fishers are re-
sponsible and conscientious 
corporate citizens. A num-
ber of these amendments 
may make it difficult to 
have reliable enforcement 
of these statutory provi-
sions or promulgated rules, 
so without compliance the 
Great Lakes fishery is at 
risk. As proposed, these ex-
tensive amendments widen 
the divide rather than seek 
to honestly close it through 
reasonable compromise. 
There are several broad 
concepts within the Com-
mittee Chairman’s report 
that as a group we could 
work towards compromise, 
including commercial fish-
ing license fees, a tiered 
penalty system for viola-
tions, and more flexible net 
tending rules. Perhaps if 
more time was available to 
collaborate on the amend-
ments, more workable 
strategies could have been 
identified. Unfortunately, 
as proposed these amend-
ments, with few excep-
tions, are not supportable, 
and we will oppose them as 
presented.

To increase the gravity 
of getting this new updated 
Commercial Fishing Stat-
ue passed, DNR Director 
Eichinger introduced Fish-
eries Order 243.21 at the 
Natural Resources Com-
mission meeting.  That 
order was approved and 
signed. 

For some period of time 
(decades), the DNR has 
allowed some commercial 
fishing/netting activity that 
exceeded what state stat-
ute allowed. Frankly, these 
things likely happen in all 
state departments - as times 
change and statutes become 
obsolete - there is also some 
gray area that departments 
use to continue to main-
tain their authority, but al-
low some flexibility. This 
is exactly the reason that 
the DNR has been wanting 
to update the commercial 
fishing statute...to provide 
a better fee structure, pro-
mote conservation, update 
licensing etc.

As it turns out, state 
statue only allows commer-
cial netting to a depth of 80 
feet. Fisheries orders for 
years have allowed com-
mercial netting up to 150 of 

“MSSFA”
Continued on page 9
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Executive Director
Dennis Eade
616-298-8842
deneade@charter.net 

Membership
Deb Shephard
269-655-4704
mssfamembership@charter.net

Battle Creek
Dave Middleton, President
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

(Open), Director

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

Grand Haven
Paul Zelenka, President
                         and State Director
616-638-3273
pbzfarms@gmail.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com

Grand Rapids
Randy Spence, President
2650 Pheasant Run Drive #101
Kentwood, MI 49512
734-552-1921 (after 6pm)
randyjoe6.22@gmail.com

Bob Strek, State Director
616-723-1268
rstrek@aol.com

Website: www.grsteeelheaders.org
Search on facebook: Grand Rapids 
Steelheaders OfficialPage

Great Lakes Bay Region
Mark Trudell, President
989-839-4920
kathy@steel-headers.com

Vicki Decker, Director
989-859-7472

John Moore, Alternate Director
989-642-5721

facebook.com/Great Lakes Bay Region
Steelheaders

Website: http://steel-headers.com

Holland
Steve Weatherwax, President
                   and State Director
616-836-3809
Waxer1221@yahoo.com

Website: www.hollandsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Holland Steelheaders

Metro-West - Livonia
Eric Braden, President
419-344-2541
esbraden630@gmail.com

Robert Schulz, State Director
248-915-0043
bobschulz7@gmail.com

Website:
www.metroweststeelheaders.org
facebook.com/Metro West Steelheaders

South Haven
Rich Chapman, President
             and State Director
president@southhavensteelheaders.com

Website:
www.southhavensteelheaders.com
facebook.com/South Haven Steelheaders

Southwest Michigan
Jim Marohn, President
269-983-7298
jim.marohn@doubledayoffice.com

Joe Montella, Director
616-283-4296
joe-monte@comcast.net

Website: www.swmisteelheaders.com
facebook.com/Southwestern Steelheaders

Thunder Bay
Dan Bouchard, President
989-255-7350 Cell
dan-bouchard@hotmail.com

Gerry Sickon, Director
734-624-4490
gsickon@ford.com

Thumb Chapter
Scott Stanke, President
989-553-0972
scottstanke@gmail.com

Dr Ken Merckel, State Director
Jack Kelly, Alternate Director
Walter Godzwon, Membership Chair
810-404-5826

Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Thumb Chapter Michigan Steelheaders

Traverse City Area
Jim Heengeman, VP and State Director
231-495-1381
jheengeman@aol.com

Ted Ewald, Secretary
231-313-2032
ewaldted@yahoo.com

facebook.com/Traverse City Area 
Steelheaders
www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org

White River
Clint Pollock, President
231-893-0210
whpollock@netzero.net

Terry Clark, Director
231-730-6628
dadshideout03@yahoo.com

MSSFA was organized in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies 
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.

With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland 
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending 
hearings. 

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire 
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSFN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”.
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s 
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to 
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route for all new products and techniques on the market offered by our advertisers.

Traverse
City

Midland

Livonia

Harbor
Beach

Grand
Rapids

Battle
Creek

Grand Haven

Whitehall

Holland

South Haven

Saint Joseph

MSSFA Chapter Locations

Alpena

Copyright © Free Vector Maps.com

The following Chapters accept online payments via Credit Card and/or PayPal.
A PayPal account is not needed-use the option credit card. Note: some Chapters charge a small fee for processing.

Battle Creek www.battlecreeksteelheaders.com/membership  •   Holland www.hollandsteelheaders.org
 Metro-West (Livonia) www.metroweststeelheaders.org •  South Haven www.southhavensteelheaders.com

Southwestern( Saint Joseph) www.swmisteelheaders.com  •  Traverse City www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org
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MSSFA State Board of Directors, Officers and Committee Chairs
    Tim Stegeman President tstegg@yahoo.com

    Dennis Eade Executive Director
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee
Legal and Legislative Committee

deneade@charter.net

    Don Remington Vice President donremington99@yahoo.com

    Gerry Sickon Secretary
Lake Erie Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee

gsickon@ford.com

    Tim Stegeman Treasurer tstegg@yahoo.com

    Kenneth Merckel Lake Huron Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee kenmerckel@yahoo.com

    Roger Hinchcliff Streams Committee RHinchcliff@mortgageone.biz

    Deb Shephard Membership Coordinator mssfamembership@charter.net

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

MSSFA:  It PAYS to belong! Here’s why:

michigansteelheaders.org        Contact Don Remington 616-742-0238

GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS

MICHIGAN STEELHEAD AND SALMON
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

MSSFA, Publisher

Stafford Printing, Printing
Greenville, MI

Dennis Eade, Managing Editor
Tel: 616-298-8842
Cel: 616-836-0037
deneade@charter.net

Bonnie Eade, Accountant
Tel: 616-298-8842
Cell: 616-928-8970
bonnie.glsfn@charter.net

Laura Kleinheksel, Layout
laura.glsfn@charter.net

The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News (GLSFN) is the official publication of the 
Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association (MSSFA).  Subscrip-
tion to th GLSFN is through membership in MSSFA.  The GLSFN publishes six 
issues per year.  Permission for reprint from this publication is normally permitted, 
unless otherwise stipulated by the article, and proper credit is given to the author 
and the publication.  The GLSFN or MSSFA does not necessarily agree or support 
the contents of articles within this publication.  The views expressed are those of 
the author(s) of the articles.

Business Office
P.O. Box 8034
Holland, MI  49422
Tel: 616-298-8842 
e-mail: michigansteelheaders.org

Tim Stegeman, President
Don Remington, Vice President
Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Gerry Sickon, Secretary
Tim Stegeman, Treasurer

The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association (MSSFA) is 
a multi-state, non-profit organization dedicated to educating the general public 
on improving, preserving and promoting sport fishing, the Great Lakes and their 
tributary streams and rivers. Commonly referred to as The Michigan Steelheaders, 
or simply Steelheaders.  MSSFA represents sport fishing families in the Great 
Lakes region.  MSSFA encourages the strictest observances of sport fishing laws 
and ethical fishing practices.  www.MSSFA.org

2021 Tentative Print Schedule
Issue Deadline Print Date

1 12/11/20 01/04/21

2 02/12/21 03/03/21

3 04/13/21 05/03/21

4 06/14/21 07/02/21

5 08/13/21 09/01/21

6 10/08/21 10/29/21

Wednesday, February 17, 2021
via ZOOM – 7 PM

Saturday, April 10, 2021
Michigan Historical Library and Museum, 

01 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI  (Pending State Authorization)

Wednesday, June 16, 2021
MUCC, via ZOOM – 7 PM

Wednesday, August 18, 2021
MUCC, 2101 Wood Street, Lansing, MI – 7 PM

Wednesday, October 20, 2021
MUCC, 2101 Wood Street, Lansing, MI – 7 PM

Wednesday, December 15, 2021
MUCC, 2101 Wood Street, Lansing, MI – 7 PM



Page 8     Great Lakes Sport Fishing News     January/February 2021

Offshore Classic Welcomes Fishermen Back to Ludington
Tournament Runs July 12-18

Distinguished as one of 
the best sportfishing ports 
on the Great Lakes, Lud-
ington will once again wel-
come anglers for the Lud-
ington Offshore Classic/
Big Boys Tournament, July 
12-18.

This will mark the 19th 
year for the contest, which 
draws fishermen from all 
over the region to compete 
for large cash prizes and 
bragging rights.

The Ludington com-
petition has earned a repu-
tation for being one of the 
largest and respected on the 
tournament trail. In 2020, 
anglers brought in hundreds 
of pounds of salmon and 
trout from Lake Michigan 
during the week-long tour-
nament. Adverse weather 
conditions and a global 
pandemic did not stop fish-
ing action off the coast of 
this historical city. Only 
one day of fishing was can-
celled, and organizers pro-
vided a safe, drive-through 
weigh-in system after fish-
ing concluded each day.

The competition this 
summer will again feature 
events for pros, amateurs, 
ladies and youth -- and even 
have payouts for catching 
the “Big Fish” in each cat-
egory.

Big Boys Tournament
Registrants in this 

pro-only contest will be 
judged on the total pounds 
of fish brought in over two 
days, July 13-14, with fish-
ing from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Last year, the Luding-
ton team, Hiatus Charters, 
was able to haul in 236.75 
pounds of fish, earning it an 
impressive $21,000 payout.

“We had a really good 
tournament. We had a solid 
plan, and when we had to 
make a move, they proved 
to be good decisions,” said 
winning Hiatus captain, 
Adam Knudsen. “Both days 
we had very good-quali-
ty lake trout. Day one we 
needed one more silver 
fish, so we ran back to the 
pier heads. We set up on the 
north wall at 1:40 p.m. We 
hit a 10-pound steelhead at 
1:45 p.m. to finish our 12-
fish limit. 

“Day two we had all 12 
fish at 10:01 a.m. Weather 
really wasn’t much of a fac-
tor.”

Knudsen said the crew 
is always happy to hit the 
limit for weigh-in.

“Day one we knew we 
didn’t have a monster box, 
but knew fishing was tough 
for most people.  After the 
weigh-in, we were sitting 
very well going into Day 

two. We were pretty sure a 
12-fish limit with the same 
quality of lake trout would 
be hard to beat, so that was 
our goal.

“The Ludington tourna-
ment is our favorite to fish. 
We plan on fishing it every 
year.” 

Offshore Classic
The 2020 Offshore Clas-

sic Pro/Am was marked by 
some unsettled weather 
conditions and forced orga-
nizers to cut short the first 
day of fishing. Boats set out 
at 6 a.m. but were called 
in early due to increasing, 
high-wave action.

Then, Day two was 
cancelled altogether when 
storms rolled in across the 
lake. Tournament scores 
had been tabulated, and 
winners were announced 
based on just four hours of 
fishing on Day 1.

Fishing the Ludington 
tournament for the 16th 
year, Sportsmen II out of 
Pentwater took home the 
handsome $10,000 prize.

“We fished for just four 
and a half hours,” said 
Sportsmen II Captain Brent 
Daggett. “We had a pretty 
good idea that we would 
end up coming in early, 
so I guess having a home-
court advantage helped. We 

didn’t go very far; we just 
tried to get as many fish as 
we could.

“We caught two big 
kings, and then we tried to 
catch as many lake trout as 
we could. A shortened time 
like that played into our 
hands.

“We will definitely be 
back for all four tourna-
ments. We missed out on 
all of the tournaments in 
Michigan City, St. Joseph 
and Grand Haven (can-
celled due to COVID) -- so 
just to have the tournament 
here was wonderful.”

This year the Pro/Am 
contest will be held Satur-
day and Sunday, July 17-
18.

Ruboy Thursday, 
Youth/Ladies Day

Between the two larger 
contests will be the Ruboy 
Shoot-out on Thursday, 
July 15, as well as the youth 
and ladies competitions on 
Friday, July 16. 

The Ruboy event is a 
minimal-rule contest which 
draws a lot of boats and 
relaxing fun, sponsored by 
Dreamweaver Lures. Shi-
nin’ Times walked away 
with $3,000 in winnings in 
2020.

Last year’s tournament 
saw the return of the youth 

and ladies events, after they 
had been called off due to 
turbulent weather two years 
in a row prior to that.

Sportsmen II was the 
winner of the ladies com-
petition, taking home a 
$1,000 prize, and Chase 
Anderson won $500 for 
his 28.1-pound fish in the 
youth contest.

Great Place to Visit
With great marinas, 

award-winning beaches 
and a vibrant downtown, 
Ludington offers a special 
place to visit during tour-
nament week. Fishermen 
and their families enjoy 
tournament headquarters 
at Waterfront Park and its 
proximity to Downtown 
Ludington and Lake Mich-
igan. 

“Ludington has long 
been a popular fishing and 
leisure vacation destina-

2021 Fishing Tournament 
Schedule of Events

July 12 - Big Boy Captains      
        Meeting
July 13-14 - Big Boys  
       Tournament & Big Fish
July 15 - Ruboy Thursday 
        Shoot-Out & Big Fish
July 16 - Youth Classic 
        Tournament, Ladies
        Pro/Am & Big Fish
July 17-18— Ludington 
     Offshore Classic Pro/Am 
     Tournament & Big Fish

tion,” said Brandy Mill-
er, President/CEO of the 
Ludington & Scottville 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “Our community is 
the perfect combination of 
unspoiled natural resources 
and family-fun. We look 
forward to hosting fisher-
men in our community and 
showing them a good time 
and great competition.”
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More seminars 
than any other show 

in the Midwest!

SHOW HOURS:
THURSDAY 1 pm – 9 pm
FRIDAY 11 am – 9 pm
SATURDAY 10 am – 8 pm
SUNDAY 10 am – 5 pm

Grand River One Mile West of Novi Road

UltimateFishingShow.com

FISHING
BOATS

FISHING
TRIPS

FISHING
TACKLE

ICE FISHING
VILLAGE

The Largest 
Pure Fishing Show 
in North America –

7 Acres!

March 25-28
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In remembering Jim 
VanderMaas, his mantra 
stands out…”Family and 
Fishing”.  He made time 
for both earnestly and intro-
duced his two children early 
on.  Son, Jim Jr. remembers 
him being one of the first on 
the water with a bass boat 
in the 70’s and folks asking 
to take pictures of it.  He 
started big lake fishing in 
’79 when he bought a an 
old 21’ Larsen and moved 
up to a new 21’ StarCraft Is-
lander in ’81, followed by a 
29’ Chris Craft and then his 
ultimate fishing boat, a 31’ 
Tiara Open which he fished 
until he downsize to a 21’ 
Lund when he reached his 
70’s. 

Jim and his wife El-
len found their way down 
to the Florida Keys in the 
winter and stayed at Gei-
ger Key not far from Key 
West where he fished for 
yellow fin, red fish, snapper 
and anything else the ocean 
would serve up for table 
fare from a center console 
he stored in the off season.  
Later they moved to Marco 
Island which offered even 
more amenities.

Jim’s involvement with 
the Steelheaders start-
ed in the late 80’s when 
he became a member of 
the Lake Michigan Fish-
ery Advisors Committee 
representing MSSFA.  He 
worked tirelessly on get-
ting hatchery funding for 
the DNR for upgrades to 
Ogden State Hatchery as 
well as Platte River, Wolf 

Lake and Thompson State 
Hatcheries.  From 1994 to 
1997 he worked with Kelly 
Smith, who became Fisher-
ies Chief in May of 1997, to 
get approval for $18 million 
dollars from the state’s gen-
eral fund to make the im-
provements.  He also was 
a strong advocate for sport 
fishermen’s right to keep 
five salmon and two trout 
as the daily bag limit but he 
always deferred to science 
based fishery management 
of the resource rather than 
what may be more accept-
able to other stakeholders.  
It led to a more scientifical-
ly based predator/prey ratio 
based system rather than 
the red flag system which 
was the tool used in 80’s. 

In 1997, Jim was elect-
ed president of the Michi-
gan Steelheaders and also 
later served as the citizen 
advisor to the Tribal Law 
Enforcement Committee.  
This came after he repre-
sented MSSFA on the Ami-

ci Group negotiating team 
that successfully achieved 
the 2000 Consent Decree 
with the five tribes in North-
ern Michigan, and the State 
and Federal governments.  
Steve Schultz, who was 
the lawyer representing the 
sport fishermen said that 
Jim was “no shrinking vio-
let when it came to calling 
out the DNR when they 
failed to represent the sport 
fishermen’s interests in the 
negotiations”.  His efforts 
assured that we could pro-
tect salmon and trout and 
equally share the allowable 
catch lake trout resource 
with the tribes.  Jim never 
missed a negotiations meet-
ing and worked with the 
Thunder Bay Steelheaders 
in Alpena to meet separate-
ly with the Bay Mills and 
Sault Tribe representatives 
to iron out differences as 
the negotiations progressed.  
Kelly Smith once said, “My 
life was made much easier 
during my tenure as Chief 

because of Jim Vander 
Maas.”

Jim went on to become 
Chairman of the Amici 
Group, the Coalition to Pro-
tect Michigan’s Resources 
in 2015, in anticipation of 
a new 2020 Consent De-
cree with the tribes going 
forward.  He mentored the 
team who would participate 
in the negotiations for the 
coalition. 

Dr. Howard Tanner, 
who is often referred to as 
the “father of Great Lakes 
salmon fishery” after suc-
cessfully introducing Pa-
cific salmon into the Great  
Lakes in 1966, remembers 
Jim as an avid fisherman 
and a strong voice for the 
sport fishery. 

Help us honor Jim’s leg-
acy. Memorial donations 
should be made to MSSFA, 
P.O. Box 8034, Holland, MI 
49424. Or go to MSSFA.
org and click on support 
MSSFA and use paypal or 
credit card to donate to the 

In Memory of James L. Vander Mass
1941-2020

depth. Also in fisheries or-
ders have been the ability to 
offer commercial research/
science permits (this is 
what the Ruleau operation 
in upper Lake Michigan 
uses for their trawl nets). 
The state statute does not 
allow the commercial take 
of suckers or chubs, though 
previous orders have. The 
statute also does not allow 
a rough fish fishery in Lake 
Erie.

So what does all of this 
mean? As of right now, 
there is no longer a com-
mercial Whitefish fishery 
in Michigan in water deep-
er than 80 feet (pretty much 
all of the netting is done be-
tween 80-150 feet). There 
is no or very little rough fish 
netting in Lake Erie that is 
allowed, and no whitefish 
operations in Lake Erie are 
legal. The existing com-
mercial trawling operation 
in upper Lake Michigan is 
no longer allowed. 

All commercial fishing 
regulations have now been 
reverted to only what the 
state statute explicitly says 
is legal.

So, as of the writing of 
this report, it is likely that 
the Commercial Fishing 
season in 2021 is in seri-
ous jeopardy unless a new 
commercial fishing statue 
is passed in the Senate.

“MSSFA”
Continued from page 5

general fund. 
With Jim’s passing the 

Michigan Steelhead and 
Salmon Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation has lost one of its 
longest serving advocates 
for the sport fishery and pil-

lar of the association.  He 
will be sadly missed but 
always revered for his lead-
ership and contributions to 
sportfishing on behalf of the 
Michigan Steelheaders.
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ICE FISHING - OPEN WATER SIMILARITIES
By Bob Jensen

There are certainly ma-
jor differences between 
open water fishing and ice 
fishing, but once we get 
past the obvious differenc-
es, it’s important to recog-
nize the similarities.  If we 
keep those similarities in 
mind, we will be more suc-
cessful anglers on the ice 
or on open water.  Here are 
some of the similarities that 
I’ve recognized through 
more than five decades of 
fishing.

Let’s get the easy one 
out of the way first.  If you 
want to catch fish, first 
you’ve got to find them.  
Open water or through the 
ice, that’s a given.

Once we find them, we 
need to present a lure that 
the fish are willing to eat.  
Lure color can be a very 
important consideration at 
times.  Open water or ice, 
I still start with the clear 
water/natural appearing 
bait, stained water/bright 
bait concept.  Howev-
er, through the ice, I have 
found that baits that glow 
can be super-productive 
at times.  Those times are 
mostly during low light and 
in stained water.  I had the 
opportunity to experiment 
with some of the first baits 
that were made with paint 
that glowed.  We learned 
early on that baits that glow 
very often made a notice-

able difference in fish re-
action.  They liked it better.  
Mostly walleyes and crap-
pies.  I think that baits that 
glow are more productive 
under the ice than in open 
water, but I haven’t fished 
open water with glow baits 
as much.  That’s because, 
as far as I know, there are 
more glow baits designed 
for ice-fishing than open 
water fishing.  There are 
several glow patterns in the 
Genz Drop Series of jigs 
that panfish really seem to 
like.

Ice and snow on the ice, 
as well as the lower angle 
of the sun, reduces light 
penetration in the winter. 
However, in many situa-
tions there is still a signifi-
cant increase in fish activity 
during the low light hours 
of dawn and dusk.  The 
mid-day bite in the winter, 
day-in and day-out, might 
be better than the mid-day 
bite in the summer, but 
those low-light hours, ice 
fishing or open water, if 
you have to choose a time 
to go fishing, are the times 
to choose.

Fish can feel weather 
changes under the ice just 
like they can in open water.  
A person might think that 
that layer of ice would re-
duce the effects of weather, 
but those bright crisp days, 
summer or winter, can 
make for tough fishing.

Fishing pressure affects 

fish under the ice just as it 
affects fish in open water.  
If an area gets pounded too 
hard, the fish get finicky or 
they move.  Much of the 
time it’s better to find an 
area that maybe doesn’t 
have as many fish, but also 
has less fishing pressure.  
Consider moving to a dif-

ferent lake that isn’t as good 
of a fishery, but also doesn’t 
have the fishing pressure.

Fish will also become 
conditioned to lures and 
lure colors.  If everyone 
is using the same style of 
lure and they’re not having 
much action, try something 
else.  Something bigger or 

smaller, a different color, 
maybe move it faster or 
slower. Or try something 
completely different.

Boat traffic on open wa-
ter can shut the fish down.  
So can vehicle traffic on 
the ice.  I have a couple of 
ice fishing friends, they’re 
very successful ice anglers, 

that get a little cranky when 
someone in a pickup drives 
to within a few feet of the 
hole they’re fishing, to see 
if “anything’s bitin’”.  My 
friend usually responds, 
“They were but they prob-
ably won’t be anymore”.  
Noise will turn fish off.

Last thing:  Line visi-
bility.  Ice fishing or open 
water, line visibility is an 
important consideration, 
but to many anglers, it’s 
more of a consideration un-
der the ice.  In open water 
we’re often casting or troll-
ing.  Under the ice, our bait 
isn’t moving as much.  The 
fish can get a closer look 
at it, and a too visible line 
will prevent fish from bit-
ing.  Also, when ice fishing 
we often use lures much 
smaller than we do in open 
water, and small diameter 
line works better with tiny 
lures.

Open water fishing and 
ice fishing certain have 
their differences, but they 
also have some similarities.  
Be aware of those similar-
ities and you’ll catch more 
fish year ‘round.

To see new and old ep-
isodes of Fishing the Mid-
west television, fishing arti-
cles and fishing videos, go 
to fishingthemidwest.com

It’s all about the action of the lure when 
trying to grab the attention of a fish. 
Now, you can attract more fish with the 
bright flash of our glow-in-the-dark
Do-Jiggers®, Laker Takers and Flutter 
Laker Takers.

Avid fisherman know the secret of a glow-
ing lure. Our glow-in-the-dark lures even 
shine bright in dark, murky waters. Made 
with polished nickel or brass and coated 

with durable phosphorescent material
with photoluminescence qualities, our 
lures pull fish in from further distances.

All three lures come in nickel, gold and 
white pearl. The Do-Jiggers® also come in 
a variety of bright colors for added flash. 
Once your lure hits the water, the ultravi-
olet light makes it come alive. Add a little 
glow to your tackle box.

Contact Bay de Noc Lure Company to offer this product to your Customers

P.O. Box 71
Gladstone, Michigan 49837

www.baydenoclure.com

glow-in-the-dark

Ice fishing and open water guide Kevan Paul with a big white bass that he took 
through the ice on a tiny jig.
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2021 Manistee County Event Schedule
presented by:

July 23-25, 2021

www.tournamenttrail.net/manistee-splash

August 13-15, 2021

www.tournamenttrail.net/onekama

June 25-27, 2021

www.MCSFA.org

August 20-22, 2021

www.tournamenttrail.net/manistee-monster

All 2021 Events Have:

in the

plus the all new 
$10,000 Guaranteed

Be Sure to check out these other MCSFA events: 
- Spring Banquet - Sat. May 1 
- Small Boat Tournament - Sat. May 1 
- Salmon Derby - May 29 thru Sept. 6 
- Kids Fish - Wed. June 23

Find Out More: www.MCSFA.org

www.tournamenttrail.net
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SAUGATUCK/ SOUTH HAVEN DUAL PORT CHALLENGE

Sponsored by Saugatuck Sport Fishing Association

August 6th - 8th 2021

4th Annual “Denny Allen Memorial” Big Fish Tournament 

1st Place $1000 guaranteed
Sponsored by Jets Pizza

FRIDAY AUGUST 9TH - PRE-TOURNAMENT SHOOTOUTFRIDAY AUGUST 6TH - PRE-TOURNAMENT SHOOTOUT

 DENNY ALLEN  
        

MEMORIAL
   Entry Fee: $50
   Guaranteed 15 Places

For early entry or pre-tournament 
shootout go to

 www.saugatucksportsfishing.com
To contact us:
John Watson at 1137watson@gmail.com
Or Call Tournament Director  
at 616-218-6686

For Dock Space contact:
Tower Marine at 269-857-2151
Sergeant Marina at 269-857-2873

$5000 First Prize Pro Division - based on 15 entries
$500 early fee paid by August 1st, $550 after
$2500 First Prize Am Division
$250 early entry fee paid by August 1st, $300 after
20 Places paid in the AM Division (35 Teams)
Location of Captains Meeting, Weight In, and Awards:

Coral Cables in downtown Saugatuck

August 6th - Free Pig Roast at Captains Meeting
August 7th - 8th Free Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
at Weigh-in and Awards Ceremony

Liz Engel

The 2021 Saugatuck 
Big Lake Classic will be 
held on Friday, August 
6th – Sunday, August 8th. 
Boats will be allowed to 
leave from Saugatuck, 
South Haven and Holland.

The Saugatuck Sport 
Fishing Association com-
mittee would like to thank 
many people for mak-
ing the 2020 Tournament 
happen. Thank you to the 
Saugatuck City Council, 
Allegan County Sherriff 
Department and to the Alle-
gan County Health Depart-
ment that helped support 
the efforts by all of those 
that helped with the Tour-
nament during the Covid 
-19 pandemic. The Tourna-
ment was spread out along 
the Kalamazoo River so as 
to avoid crowds of people 
gathering at one site.

Tournament Participa-
tion for the 2020 tourna-
ment (Due to the Covid 
-19) was 55 boats, of which 
14 were Pro’s and 35 fished 
in the Am division we had 
6 boats fish the Big Fish 
Tournament only. Salmon 
were throughout the lake 
and limit catches were 
caught both days of the 
tournament. Payouts to the 
fishing teams was at a re-
turn of 170% of entry fees 
paid. The Pro division paid 
out 6 places and the Ama-
teur division paid 20 plac-
es. Big Fish paid 15 places. 

The changes made by 
the 2020 - Saugatuck Sport 
Fishing Association com-
mittee did make a signifi-
cant change for the Ama-
teur Division in the 2020 
tournament, 35 teams en-
tered the tournament and 
20 teams cashed. Catch 15 
fish– Weigh biggest 5 fish. 
This will be the same for 
the 2021 Tournament. 

Details for the
One Day “Spectators

Pretournament 
Shootout”:

 Friday August 6th – 
Set lines at 6:00am, DNR 
Rules.

Weigh in will be at 
Spectators Restaurant on 
Blue Star Highway just 
north of Saugatuck, Bring 
your 5 biggest fish. Must be 
in line by 3:00pm. Entry fee 
$100 per boat.100% pay-
back for this event. Check 
the box on the Entry form 
or contact one of the Com-
mittee members by 6:00am 
Friday August 6th.

2021: Dual Port
Tournament- 

South Haven and
Saugatuck – 

Overall scores from 
both Tournaments will be 
combined and a Champion 
will be Crowned the Dual 
Port Tournament Cham-
pion! Daily Prizes for 
both Tournaments will be 
awarded each day to par-
ticipating teams. Both Pro 
boats and AM boats will be 
eligible to enter this Dual 
event. Watch for more in-
formation on both South 
Haven and Saugatuck Web-
sites for this event soon.

Saugatuck
2021 Tournament: 

“Pro Division – Observ-
ers are Required”

Both Pro and Am divi-
sions “9 Trout Max”

SAME: FOR Saugatuck 
Am Division 2021 – catch 
15/ weigh 5 fish

The 4th Annual 
“DENNY ALLEN ME-
MORIAL” big fish contest 
will have a guaranteed first 
place payout of $1,000, 
Sponsored by Jet’s Pizza 
of Holland, Mi. All boats 
can enter this special event 
in which any and all boats 
can try for that ONE big 
fish over the two-day tour-
nament, one fish may be 
weighed per day. This will 
be a $50 entry and 15 plac-
es will be paid. A boat may 
enter this contest without 
participating in the Pro or 
Amateur division if they so 
desire. 

The 2021 Hummin-
bird/Cannon Tournament 
is planned for Saturday, Au-
gust 7th and Sunday, Au-
gust 8th, with the Captains 
meeting Friday, August 6th 
in downtown Saugatuck. 
Boats will be able to dock 
and leave and return to 
their docks in Saugatuck, 
Holland and South Hav-
en. Available Slips in Sau-
gatuck fill up fast. Please 
contact the dockmasters at 
Tower Marine, Seargents 
Marine or contact commit-
tee members for assistance 
in getting your slip for the 
2021 Tournament. (Please 
note that this is the cur-
rent plan for 2021, howev-
er with water conditions, 
The Captains meeting and 
weigh in Station may have 
to be relocated. More infor-
mation will be on the Tour-
nament Trail and www.sau-
gatucksportsfishing.com)

Downtown Saugatuck 
continues to offer a lot of 
opportunities to shop, eat at 
Sports Bars or Fine Dining 
restaurants, you can visit 
many famous restaurants or 
local watering holes within 
walking distance from most 
docking locations in Sau-
gatuck. Come and join in 
the food, fun and fishing in 
Saugatuck August 6th – 8th 
and visit many of our local 
sponsors.

The Saugatuck tournament 
is put on by Sportsmen 
for Sportsmen and is a 
non-profit organized event. 
Monies raised for the 
tournament from sponsors 
as well as entries from the 
fisherman themselves are 
put toward the payout to 
tournament entrants. Other 
beneficiaries from the tour-
nament are: Salmon in The 
Classroom, we are now 
supporting Classrooms in 
the Saugatuck/Douglas, 
Hamilton and Holland 
Schools and the Net Pen 
Projects.

Contact the 2021 Tourna-
ment Director John Watson 
with questions at 616-218- 
6686 or email to:1137wat-
son@gmail.com

2021 Saugatuck Fishing Tournament
Humminbird/Cannon Big Lake Classic

Your Leader In Trolling Technology 
www.offshoretackle.com

CATCH MORE FISH!
OR12 Planer Board
(shown with optional 
HD Tattle FlagTM)

OR40 EZ Crankbait Tuner

OR8 Downrigger Release

OR1 Downrigger Release

“ Congratulations to The 
Chairman of the Boards, 
    Bruce DeShano, on his  
       2020 Freshwater Hall 
        of Fame Induction!”

“Saugatuck”
Continued on page 18



January/February 2021     Great Lakes Sport Fishing News     Page 13

Cozy 
Up and

TraverseCity.comTraverseCity.com

happy places
with wide
open spaces

Find your happy place in Traverse City. It’s where winter adventures take you from wooded 
trails to the top of the world. Where everything looks brighter under twinkling lights or 
with a fresh cover of snow. No ma� er how you choose to explore, you know you’re in a 
pre� y great place.

By Roger Hinchcliff

When it comes to im-
proving your game for 
steelhead you must learn, 
understand and master how 
water temperatures affect 
the steelheads behavior, 
mood and their move-
ments. Not to mention the 
physiological effects on the 
fish. Many veteran steel-
head anglers already know 
that water temperature 
and flow dictates where 
steelhead will rest and lie. 
In case you’re new to the 
Steelhead Game these fish 
are cold blooded and water 
temps affect their metab-
olism rates and what they 
do. Not to mention wheth-
er they should continue 
their migration up river, 
or hold and even spawn. 
By not paying attention to 
this small detail you’re for 
sure severely limiting your 
catch rates. Every Steel-
head Angler should always 
know what the water temp 
is, for it will tell you where 
the fish are at and the type 
of water they will hold in! 

When learning about 
water temps at first glance 
it can seem overwhelming 
when looking at all the 
available data on this sub-
ject. Especially in the Great 
Lakes when looking at 
deeper water temperature 
depths, etc. But in a river 
situation it’s much easier 
to comprehend and break it 
down. After all, most steel-
head are caught in 4-8 foot 
of water in a river situation. 
I will try to break this down 
by the seasons and months 
thus anyone can under-
stand. Let’s explore some 
basic fundamentals to help 
you become a better and 
more proficient angler.

Fall Time
Around the Months of 

September and October 
where water temps are in 
45-50 degree range the 
fish are very active. These 
fresh fish are hungry and 
are willing to bite due to 
a more stable metabolism. 
They can be found in many 
types of water. Faster runs, 
tail outs, chutes and pock-
et water and pronounced 
seams. A variety of tactics 
will catch fish during this 
time of year. The fish have 
a much larger strike win-
dow and a larger thresh-
old attraction factor. Pretty 
much any tactic will catch 
them. 

Some of my go to tac-
tics include throwing spin-
ners and running plugs too 
cover lots of water this 
time of year. Depending on 
the water temps and current 
flow rates some fish will 
trickle in early so the size 
of the first push of fish can 
be spotty. You should pick 
lures that allow the angler 
to cover more water to find 
fish. Once a pod of fish has 
been located, a stealthier 
technique like float fishing 
which offers a wide array 
of lures that can be specif-
ically targeted to a hold-
ing lie of resting fish. This 
strategy of covering lots of 
water and finding fish will 
bring more fish to the net.

The next temperature 

Mastering Water Temps for Steelhead
range of 38- 45 degrees F, 
usually occurs in the Month 
of November. This is a 
great month to target steel-
head for several reason. 
One, by this time, we have 
had enough higher water 
events to bring you fish. 
So, all rivers by this time in 
the Great Lakes have good 
numbers of fish to target. 
At this time, you also have 
a good mix of fresher and 
more mature fish to target. 
Not to mention many folks 
are chasing whitetails at 
deer camp. This is an excel-
lent time to be on the river 
to avoid the crowds.

At this temp range these 
fish can be found in the 
middle of pools, moderate 
runs and slower water. But 
do not discount faster water. 
I’ve seen fish through the 

years that have surprised 
me holding in faster water 
and water temps were be-
low 40 degrees F. Can’t re-
ally explain why this is. My 
guess is to hide in broken 
water, intake more oxygen 
and they are refueling so to 
speak so they can continue 
their journey migrating up 
the river.

Winter Time
This period of months, 

December thru February, 
is where the average water 
temps can be 32-37 degrees 
F, the steelhead metabolism 
will be much slower and 
these fish will be very le-
thargic. No time of the year 
is float fishing more deadly. 
First you will find the fish 
in deep slow-moving pools, 
back eddies upper portions 
of a pool anywhere you can 

find deeper slower currents. 
They will rest along edges 
and even right under the 
winter shelf ice. Steelhead 
tend to always move up 
stream when the river is on 
the rise or on the fall. There 
are usually only 2 things 
that will make these fish put 
on the brakes. Colder Water 
temperatures and low water 
conditions hence why Win-
ter fishing can be Great. 
They put on the brakes and 
hold in these pools.

During this period the 
bite zone and strike win-
dow are very small at this 
time and so bumping them 
on the nose is the ticket. 
These same fish that were 
willing to travel several 

“Water Temps”
Continued on page 15

Author Roger Hinchcliff 
presenting lure to a steel-

head at lie.
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CChhuurrcchh  TTaacckkllee  CCoo..®  

Please visit us at www.churchtackle.com to view all of our great American made
fishing gear or call us at  269-934-8528 to request a catalog.

10# 10#

30#test
monofilament

Weighs 17 grams &  2 3/4” long
3/4” wide

Original Lock-Jaw

For heavy to extremely
heavy appications

Mini Lock-Jaw
Weighs only 11 grams
1 7/8” long, ½” wide  

30#test
power pro

For light to heavy 
applications.

10#

HHoollddss
1100##  pplluuss!!!!

This clip may be mini but when it comes to holding power it’s
second only to it’s big brother, the original Lock-Jaw!
Holds mono, super braids, power pro, lead core or copper lines
without damaging the line!  The Mini Lock-Jaw fits The Walleye Board,
TX-44, TX-22, TX-12 & TX-6 planer boards, but we recommend the full size 
Lock-Jaw for the TX-44.  The Mini Lock-Jaw is  designed to fit other side planers,
drop weights and works for many other applications.
Part# 40620, 2pk  Color - yellow    Replacement Pads part# 40701 6/pk

MMiinnii  LLoocckk--JJaaww  CClliipp
Adjustment

Screw

Locking Arm
easy to open & close

Hole for drop weights
or other applications

Release
Prevention

Replaceable
Pad 

Locator holes for
attaching

to side-planers 
2 3/4” Long x 3/4” Wide

TTXX--000077  SStteerrnn  PPllaanneerr  &&  TTXX--000055  MMiinnii  SStteerrnn  PPllaanneerr

Tac kh lc er  Cu oh .C

An all new type of planer!
Available in 2 sizes

Effective for all species. Great
for trolling congested areas and for more effective contour

trolling along drop offs, contour lines, reef edges and
weed lines in rivers, lakes or the ocean. Run more lines
off the back of the boat by staggering the Stern Planers.

Run any distance from the boat, yet maintain desired
depth.  Easy to attach and remove.

(Pros suggest the ideal distance is a minimum of 200’ behind boat.)

We didn’t invent the planer board, we just perfected it!

 A one-stop shop for planer boards, 7 different styles 
& ALL MADE IN THE USA

TX-44 Super Planer
(14” x 4 1/4”)

The Walleye Board
(10” x 3 ½”) 

#40300 unpainted #40303 unpainted
#40305 unpainted

NNEEWW!!  SSttiinnggrraayy  DDiivviinngg  WWeeiigghhtt

SSiizzee  ##11  --  ..77  oozz
SSiizzee  ##33  --  22..77  oozz

SSiizzee  ##22  --  11..44  oozz

#40306 chartreuse#40302  black #40304 orange

Unique error-proof design allows anglers to put more fish
in the boat!  Water strikes top surface, forcing  Stingray
downward.  A fish on forces the nose upward & Stingray
to the surface. Unpainted or painted
2 snaps for each weight included

Like us on facebook f

FFIISSHH  FFIILLLLEETT  &&  GGAAMMEE  KKNNIIFFEE
The only knife of it’s type, makes filleting a breeze even

for beginners. Once you use this knife you won’t go
fishing without it!!

New Style Fillet Knife
The unique handle & flat blade makes it possible to work in the
middle of the table or any flat surface no need to be at the edge of
the table or using a block. Comes with blade protector for storage.

   (Blade made of high quality 440C stainless & carbon steel  heat treated)

is all year. The Dowagiac 

River also supports a brown 
trout fishery that is main-
tained by annual stocking 
coupled with natural repro-

duction in tributaries. The 
brown trout possession sea-
son in the Dowagiac River 
is the last Saturday in April 

through September 30) 
Some tributary streams are 
classified as Type 1 trout 
waters and are only open 

to fishing from the last 
Saturday in April through 
September 30. These Type 
1 streams are expected to 

be important spawning and 
nursery areas for steelhead, 
but they are too small to 
allow anglers a reasonable 
chance of landing adult 
steelhead.

One of the post dam-re-
moval objectives for the 
DNR is to work with local 
partners to enhance pub-
lic access and recreational 
opportunities on the Dow-
agiac River system. The 
City recently purchased 45 
acres adjacent to Losensky 
Park. Whereas this land 
initially will serve as one 
of the deposition areas for 
sediment excavated from 
the Pucker Street Dam res-
ervoir, the long-term vision 
is to develop this property 
for outdoor recreation and 
improve the existing boat 
ramp at Losensky Park. 
Discussions have already 
been initiated with other 
municipalities regarding 
river access opportunities 
in the upstream reaches 
where new steelhead and 
salmon fisheries will be es-
tablished.

Anglers wanting to 
learn more about the proj-
ect should check out the 
City’s website at http://
www.nilesmi.org/puck-
erstdam/index.php. The 
website has updates, pho-
tos, and videos, and also 
includes an option for peo-
ple to sign up to receive 
project updates via text or 
email.

“Dam Removal”
Continued from page 3
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feet to grab a bait a few 
months ago will now only 
travel a few inches. At this 
time of year, a one-degree 
temperature rise during the 
day can mean game on. 
Hence why fishing later in 
the morning or day can be a 
much better bet during this 
time. Also, on a side note 
temperatures swings can 
also shut the bite down es-
pecially a 5 degree drop or 
increase. These fish are so 
much more finicky during 
this period of time due to 
physiological changes and 
angling pressure. Unless 
you get a high-water event 
that brings you some fresh 
fish moving up river, a fi-
nesse presentation some-
times is key during these 
conditions.

This is where a micro 
jig in sizes 1/32 oz or 1/64 
oz tipped with a wax worm 
is tough to beat. Generally 
speaking, winter steelhead 
fishing means low clear 
water. But don’t discount 
the use of plugs during this 
time. I will run a swath of 
plugs through the run and 
literally force those fish to 
bite sometimes. Many folks 
are hesitant to use plugs or 
a spinner during the winter 
but they are really miss-
ing the boat. A #5 Silver 
Spinner Blade or a Chrome 
Plug will absolutely wake 
up those cold lethargic 
fish and get them to strike.  
There have been many 
days that without spinners 
or plug fishing during the 
Winter, the day would have 
been pretty slow.

Late Winter
& Early Spring

The water temps during 
this period can be any-
where from 40-58 degrees 
F, depending on what kind 
of Winter we have had. 
So, when I write this water 
temp strategy keep in mind 
nothing is in stone because 
everything can vary from 
year to year based on the 
weather patterns. As the 
longer photo light periods 
start to occur the steelhead 
will start staging near grav-
el or actually start spawn-
ing. 

Look for fish in runs, 
pools and faster water in 
the Spring. This Spring 
fishery can be absolutely 
wonderful. Once spawn-
ing has started and com-
pleted for some, those fish 
will start dropping back 
through the system, back 
to the Great Lakes. Once 

this occurs these fish put 
on the feed bag heavy and 
will bite almost anything.  
My favorite baits during 
this phase can be anything 
from Beads, Spawn Sacks, 
Crawlers, Butter Worms, 
Leeches and even Craw-
fish. The cut off tempera-
ture for me is when the 
water temps get in the High 
60-degree F, then I stop 
fishing for them. Again, 
depending on Latitude and 
Longitude of where your 
home river is these fish can 

be in some river systems up 
until June.

Conclusion
As you can see water 

temperature dictates a lot 
when it comes to fishing for 
Steelhead. In my opinion 
more so than any other fac-
tor, along with river clarity. 
Not to say barometric pres-
sure, weather patterns, pho-
to light periods and moon 
phase don’t play a role 
because they sure do. But 
having a great understand-
ing of how water temps 

will affect your fishing and 
where to find them can pay 
huge dividends. 

If you were to try and 
nail me down on what’s my 
favorite water temps are to 
target Steelhead, I would 
have to say 42-58 degrees 
F. At these temps’ the fish 
are happy and most active 
and you can expect to get 
them to bite. Let’s be clear 
I love fishing for them any-
time they are in the rivers.

In my opinion if you do 
not monitor or take water 
temp readings while you’re 
out fishing you can still 
catch some fish. But you 
should look at water temps 
as a guidance system to 
help you be more success-
ful. If you don’t it will dra-
matically increase the prob-
ability of less fish caught as 
far as I’m concerned. Fish-
ing for Steelhead is relax-
ing and a way of escaping 
Life’s Troubles so enjoy it 
but why not improve your 
game. 

“As no man is born an 
Artist, so no man is born an 
Angler” - Izaak Walton

Many Blessings and 
Tight Lines!
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“Water Temps”
Continued from page 13

We have seen firsthand 
how zebra and quagga mus-
sels have harmed fish pop-
ulations. As filter feeders, 
they essentially wipe out 
the very foundation of the 
food web, thereby ensuring 
fish at the top of the food 
chain have limited prey 
options. As massive colo-
nies of mussels encrust the 
lakebed, they have elimi-
nated important spawning 
areas. But, how are inva-
sive mussels linked to bird 
deaths, you may wonder? 
As mussels filter the water, 
it becomes clearer, which 
allows sunlight to pene-
trate deeper and support the 
growth of algae. In areas of 
high mussel concentrations, 
decaying mussel shells 
serve as fertilizer to the 
growing blankets of clado-
phora. Eventually, the mats 
are pulled off the lake bed 
by wind and waves and we 
see it wash up on beaches 
and begin to decay. In addi-
tion to being unsightly and 
foul smelling, it harbors de-
caying mussels. It promotes 
the growth of bacteria that 
has been linked to multiple 
outbreaks of avian botu-

lism. 
Lake Michigan has been 

particularly impacted by 
dreissenid mussels as well 
as cladophora. Researchers 
have found mats of algae 
several feet thick and hun-
dreds of miles wide. Until 
recently, not much could 
be done other than send-
ing divers down to the lake 
bed to manually scrap the 
mussels off. Scientists have 
been looking for a control 
solution since the 1990s. 
Great Lakes research and 
management agencies rec-
ognized the need to work 
together and thus formed 
the Invasive Mussel Col-
laborative (IMC). The 
founding partners, the 
Great Lakes Commission, 
Great Lakes Fishery Com-
mission, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, began put-
ting together a framework 
that would allow agencies 
to leverage each other’s 
resources. Today, the IMC 
includes representatives of 
29 U.S. and Canadian local, 
tribal, state, provincial and 

“Mussels”
Continued from page 1

“Mussel”
Continued on page 19
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2021 Battle Creek Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information

2021 Events To Be Determined

Meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Meeting
Meeting Location: Travelers Cafe and Pub, 5225 Portage Rd. Exit 78 off I-94.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
River Tournament  - Joe Foy at 269-303-1894   /   Lake Tournament - Dan Foster at 269-370-3693

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

2021 Grand Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Contact Info
April 15 Spring Banquet

May 1 Event TBD

June 3-6 Grand Haven Offshore Challenge

July 31 GH / GR Silver Spoon Event

August 12 Summer Picnic

December 2 Christmas Party

Other Events TBD
For information on these events and other information on the Grand Haven Steelheaders

contact GHS President and State Director Paul Zelenka at pbzfarms@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

2021 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information
January 9 Ice Fishing Contest STC

January 12 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

January 25 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

February 9 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

February 22 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

March 9 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

March 7-13 Spring River Week Long Contest STC

March 18-21 Ultimat Sports Show DeVos Place

March 18-20 Ultimate Soprts Show Fishing Contest DeVos Place

March 29 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

March 31 2020 Year Long Fish Contest Ends

April 1 2021 Year Long Fish Contet Starts

April 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

April 26 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

May 1 Spring Big Lake STC

May 11 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

May 24 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

June 5 Steelheaders Free Kids Fishing Derby STC

June 8 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

June 11-13 Lake Erie 3 Day Walleye Contest STC

June 28 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

July 12 Chapter Family Picnic 6:00pm at Johnson Park Shelter House **

July 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

August 7 Fall Big Lake STC

August 10 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

August 30 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

September 14 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

September 27 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

October 1 Chapter Sponsored Buck Contest Begins **

October 12 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

October 24 Fall River Contest STC

October 25 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

November 6 Fishing Partners Manistee Contest STC

Novembeer 9 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

November 22 Membership Meeting Social Hour 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm

December 6 Chapter Family Christmas Party 6:00pm - Diamond Hall **

December 14 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00pm  STC

STC*  = Date subject to change
** = Members and Family Only.  (All other events open to the public)

2018 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events...continued
Month Date Event Information

STC*  = Date subject to change
** = Members and Family Only.  (All other events open to the public)

2021 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event

All events are TBD

Membership meetings held at:
3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI 48642

989-496-3410

All Board/Membership meetings begin with Board at 6:00 pm. 
Membership meetings follow at 7:15 pm. Board only meetings begin at 7:00pm. 

We ask that you please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the event as to whether you plan on 
attending or not attending. On the day of the event call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72 or cell phone for the Port 

Chairman. Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follow weigh-in on Saturdays only.  
Outings: All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.

Children 16 and younger are free. Picnic is $5.00 for everyone.

If interested in fishing with us please contact: Gary Decker at 989-859-7472
Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2021 Holland Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event
January 4 Board Meeting

January 23 Ice Fishing Tournament

February 1 Board Meeting

February 20 Ice Fishing Tournament

March 1 Board Meeting

March 13 Annual Banquet

April 5 Board Meeting

May 3 Board Meeting

May 11 Tuesday Night Fishing League Starts

May 20 Membership Meeting

May 22 Spring Challenge

June 7 Board Meeting

June 12 All Species Tournament

June 26 Kids and Kings Tournament

July 10 Fishing with Veterans

July 12 Board Meeting

July 22 Membership Meeting

July 24 Summer Challenge

July 30-31 Big Red Classic Fishing Tournament

August 1 Big Red Classic Fishing Tournamennt

August 2 Board Meeting

August 14 Ladies Tournament

September 7 Fishing League Final Night

September 13 Board Meeting

October 4 Board Meeting

November 1 Board Meeting

November 6 River Tournament

December 2 Membership Meeting

December 4 River Tournament

December 6 Board Meeting

Board meetings held at: Turks of Holland, 977 Butternut Dr., Holland MI 49424  7:00 PM
General Membership: Bayshore Yacht Club, 1862 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland MI 49424.

Doors open at 6 pm., Dinner at 7 pm, speaker to follow

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, or call Jeremy Erdman 616-510-9405,
or email Steve Weatherwax at Waxer1221@Yahoo.com

Event Calendar Disclaimer:
Please visit your chapter website for the latest status

on the activities listed. Many events are being postponed
or canceled due to state restrictions. Call, text or email any 

additional questions or need for direction.

mssfa.org  —  mssfa.org  —  mssfa.org Chapter Calendars are continued on page 17
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2021 South Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event
January NO Membershp Meeting this month

February 13 SHS Ice Tourney Date TBD based on ice conditions

February 20 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

March 25 Best Chance Fishing Seminar South Haven Moose Lodge

March 25 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm - Best Chance Fishing Seminar

April 15 Lake Michigan Fisheries Workshop South Haven Moose Lodge, Dr. Dan O’Keefe presenting

April 15 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

May 13 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

May 14 South Haven Tournament Captains 
Meeting

South Haven Moose Lodge

May 15-16 South Haven Pro Am Tournament

June 12 SHS Ladies Tournament

June 17 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

July 15 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

August 14 SHS Fish Boil (Blueberry Festival August 12th -15th )

August 19 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

August 21 SHS Operation Injured Soldier/SH Salute to Veterans

August 28 SHS Merle Morris Tournament

September 16 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

October 21 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

November 3 Pro Am Tournament Committee Kick-off meeting

November 18 Membership Meeting 7:00 pm

November 27 SHS River Tournament Invitational (must be a member to participate)

December 11 SHS Holiday Party 2021

December no regular meeting due to Holiday Party

Membership Meetings Held at 7 pm at: South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 East Wells Street, South Haven, MI 49040
For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

 

2021 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Chair / Location
January 5 General Membership Meeting Zoom Video Conference

January 16 Lake St. Clair Ice Fishing Outing Adam Trenz

February 2 General Membership Meeting Zoom Video Conference

February 5-7 Manistee River/Ice Fishing  Phil Bustos

February 19 Comedy Club Fundraiser (Friday night) Karen Westphal

February 25-28 OUTDOOR- RAMA Showplace Novi Robert Grech/Chris Christoph

March 2 General Membership Meeting Zoom Video Conference

March 11-14 Novi Boat Show Bob Schulz

March 20 MWS Banquet MWS Board

March 25-28 Ultimate Sports Fishing Show Showplace Novi Marc Traver/Chris Christoph

March 27 MI Steelhead Challenge Manistee River/Pier w DS        Adam Trenz/Eric Braden

April 3 New Buffalo Coho Tournament Dave Hutton/Dennis Cheshure

April 3 Muskegon River Tournament Phil Bustos 

April 6 General Membership Meeting  (SWAP Meet)

April 17 Clinton River Clean Up  Jay Labban

April 24 Detroit River/Lake Erie Walleye TBD

May 1 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Dave Zawacki/Kirk Traver

May 2 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Marc & Kirk Traver

May 4 General Membership Meeting

May 15 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 22 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sat Chris Thompson/Kruszewski

May 23 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sun Brad Allan/Mark Platt

May 29 Toledo Beach Walleye/Pt Moulle’ SM Bass/
Walleye

Bob Schulz & Braden/Childs

June 1 General Membership Meeting

June 5 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Brad Allan

June 5 Lake Erie Brest Bay Walleye Tournament  Len Wood

June 5 Sterling St Park SM Bass & Walleye Eric Braden

June 12 Grand/South Haven Salmon Pier Event Eric Braden

June 19 Muskie Tourney at lake Hudson Kayak/SB Michelle Braden

June 26 Walleye Tournament (Saginaw Bay or L. Erie) Fabian Sepulveda

June 26 Island/Kent Lakes Kayak Jason Jones

July 6 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

July 10 Flint River Kayak Jason Jones

July 15 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 17 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 17 Huron River Kayak (Hudson Mills to Dehli) Catherine Withrow

July 24 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 29 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thu Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Fri Marc Traver/Dave Hutton

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sat Dave Zawacki

August 1 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Dennis Kelley

August 3 General Membership Meeting

August 7 Independence Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

August 7 Clinton River Cleanup Day Jay Labban 

August 14 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton

August 15 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc Traver/Kirk Traver

August 21 Lake Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech

August 22 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge  

September 7 General Membership Meeting

September 11 Frankfort River/Kayak/SB Phil Bustos/Keith Childs

September 18 Muskegon Kayak Salmon Eric Braden

September 18 Manistee River & Pier Tournaments Jordan Pontoni/Eric Braden

September 20 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2021 Calendar Mtg Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/Zawacki

October 2 Manistee Lake/River (Steelhead) Tournaments Dodge/Hutton/Sepulveda 

October 5 General Membership Meeting

November 2 General Membership Meeting

November 6 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/Adam Trenz

November 20 PM River or Betsie River Tournament Phil Bustos

December 7 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

December 11 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

2019 Metro West - Livonia ...continued
Month Date Event Chair

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@Ameritech.net or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

Michigan Steelhead & Salmon
Fishermen’s Association

mssfa.org

Protecting,
Promoting
and Enhancing
Sport Fishing in
the Great Lakes and 
Connecting Waterways 
since 1971...

If you agree
or disagree with

this guide’s rules,
become a 
member

to influence the next 
printing.

We’ll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!

There are thousands of fishermen, women and children 
who need to join in taking care
of the Great Lakes and its fishery!

Let’s get them to join!

For more information, 
contact your Chapter Membership Director

or mssfamembership@charter.net

Here’s how it works!
• You (current member) are the sponsor.
• Have the new member fill out the application.
• On the bottom of the application, put your name
   in “Sponsored By” section.
• For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.
• Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing.
• The drawings are held at the April Presidents’ meeting.
• There are between 15 - 25 drawings.
• The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!
For new membership sign-up only!

Join a Chapter, Join the Fun!

Chapter Calendars are continued on page 18

Tools 
  of the 
 Trade

Fish Hawk X4D

Fish Hawk Probe

Wireless 
Integration 

fishhawkelectronics.com

››  Successful big water trolling requires 
the right tools. Elite anglers know that 
underwater currents impact lure action 
and water temperature drives fish 
location. Speed and water temperature 
at the lure can be the most important 
information on the boat. Without it – 
you’re fishing blind. 

››  Down speed, down temp, and true downrigger ball depth; the X4D gives you all three. 
Using the X4D, you’ll be able to find the preferred water temperature zone of target species, 
identify underwater currents, and repeat the most productive depth and trolling speed. An 
easy to read display and Bluetooth® sharing make the X4D the choice of top professional 
captains and serious anglers.

››  Using a sonar signal to send speed and temp data 
wirelessly from the depths back to the boat, Fish Hawk Probes 

offer proven reliability and exceptional battery life. The 
X4D Probe also has a water pressure sensor to tell 

you exactly how deep it is in the water column.

››  Sharing information wirelessly puts information 
where you need it most. View data on Fish Hawk’s 
Mobile App or the Cannon Optimum™ electric 
downrigger.

19022 FH Ad GLSFN 2021.indd   1 11/19/19   8:33 AM
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2021 Thunderbay Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Information
January 4 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

February 1 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

March 6 4:00 pm Annual Meeting / Dinner

April 5 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

May 3 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

May 15 6:00 am Alpena tournament

June 12 6:00 am Presque Isle Tournament

June 25, 26 6:00 am Tournament location to be determined

July 5 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

August 9 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

August 28 6:00 am Rogers City Tournament

September 13 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

October 4 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

November 1 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

December 6 7:00 pm Monthly Meeting

Contact Dan Bouchard at dan-bouchard@hotmail.com for inquiries.

2021 White River Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event information Location
January 7 7:00pm Meeting Phone Tag

February 4 7:00pm Meeting Phone Tag

March 4 7:00pm Meeting Phone Tag

April 8 7:00pm Meeting Montague VFW

Note:  Meeting dates and times are subject to change – Any questions or to verify dates/times 
please call Clint Pollock at (231) 893-0210 or Terry Clark at (231) 893-6805.

White River Steelheaders
2019 Schedule of meeting dates

January 4, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts 
at 6:30pm
February 7, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting 
starts at 6:30pm
March 7, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts 
at 6:30pm
April 4, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts at 
6:30pm
May 2, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts at 
6:30pm
June 6, 2019  Meeting at Montague Boat Launch (weather 
permitting) – If raining meeting at Montague VFW - starts 
at 6:30pm 
July 4, 2019  No Meeting this month
August 1, 2019  Meeting at Montague Boat Launch (weath-

www.Protroll.com
Pro-Troll Ad for GL Fishing News
5X5
Attention Dennis Eade
12/09/2020

Pro-Troll’s Latest Secret  
Lighted Flashers

New models 
and finishes 

are now 
available
The water 

activated light 
blinks green red 
and white.  The 
sealed battery 
lasts up to 80 

hours. The entire 
light can be easily 

replaced 

2021 Southwest MI Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information
January 14 Annual Meeting Due to uncertainty of public meetings as a result of CV19 

please check online for the latest information.
www.swmisteelheaders.com
www.facebook.com/southwestmichigansteelheaders

February 11 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

March 11 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

April 8 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

May 6-8 Summer Challenge Tournament     www.fishthesummerchallenge.com 

June 10 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

June 18 Trolling with the Troops www.trollingwiththetroops.com

July 8 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

August 12 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

September 9 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

October 14 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

November 11 Membership Meeting Check online for latest information (see above)

December 4 Winter Challenge Tournament St. Joseph River

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022
Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM, Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2019 Southwest MI ...continued
Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022

Monthly meeting second Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM
No meetings in May or August

Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2021 Thumb Chapter Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event Location / Information
January N/A

February N/A

March 18 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

April 15 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

May 1 6:00am Can2Can Fishing Tournament Harbor Beach Marina - Need Workers!

May 20 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

June 12 6:00am Veterans Fishing Outing Harbor Beach Marina - Contact Kevin Ramsey

June 17 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

July 15 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

August 19 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

September 16 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

October 21 7:30pm Regular Meeting - Election of 
Board/Officers

Ubly Foxhunters

November TBD

December TBD

Contact Scott Stanke at 989-553-0972 for inquiries.

No calendar events this issue so just header with contact-Scott 
Stanke 989-553-0972

Thumb Contact info page
Scott Stanke, Pres
(989)553-0972
scottstanke@gmail.com 

Bob is now State Director - use phone and email listed

Bob Golochowicz, Dir

2021 TCAS Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event

All events are TBD

TCAS meets the first Wednesday of each month except July (Cherry Festival) and December (Christmas Party)
Meetings begin at 7 pm at the Traverse City Senior Center, 801 Front St., next door to the Maritime Academy.

Change the Traverse City Membership Director to Dick Hartrick   Dick758@
aol.com  231 536 2271

2020 Pro Division Top 5
Blue Chip –
Eric Schippa - Saugatuck
Fin Scout –
Joel DeVries – St Joe
Best Chance Jr. – 
Zach Engel - Saugatuck
E-Z Limits –
Josh Ezinga - Holland
Best Chance –
Hunter Engel- Saugatuck 
Giv n the Bird –
Tom Earley- Saugatuck

2019 Am Division Top 5
Reel Property –
Bill Sikkel – Holland
Jimbobber –
Jim Van Brocklin - Holland
Outbound –
Greg Vanheulen - Holland
Hot Mess –
Jeff Cottrell - Saugatuck
Buck Shot –
Cameron Buck – South 
Haven

2019 The Big One – 
Big Fish Top 5
Best Chance –
Hunter Engel - Saugatuck
Hook N Up Trouble –
Jim Page – South Haven
The Foundation –
Jeff Frankhouser – South 
Haven
Kiss Off –
Joe Kiss – Saugatuck
Buck Shot –
Cameron Buck – South 
Haven

“Saugatuck”
Continued from page 12
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If we want to keep this...If we want to keep this...

Learn about what we’re doing to stop Asian carp 
and how you can help at

www.GreatLakesConservation.com

WE HAVE TO STOP THISWE HAVE TO STOP THIS

federal agencies; non-gov-
ernment organizations; 
and, industry and academic 
groups. It also supports a 
science team comprised of 
12 research agencies and 
institutions. 

Through the IMC, an 
experimental test site was 
developed in Good Harbor 
Bay, near Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore. 
Historically, Good Harbor 
Reef was a significant re-
productive area for lake 
trout and lake whitefish. 
However, in recent years 
the reef has been complete-
ly overtaken by dreissenid 
mussels and cladophora. 
Fishery managers have re-
ported a significant decline 
in abundance and yield of 
lake whitefish. Through a 
partnership with the Na-
tional Park Service, the 
IMC selected Good Harbor 
Bay as the site for an ex-
perimental application of a 
new biocontrol technology.

This excerpt, taken from 
the Great Lakes Commis-
sion’s December 8, 2020 
press release, Project suc-
cessfully removes invasive 
quagga mussels near Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes in Lake 
Michigan, provides a glim-
mer of hope in the four-de-
cade quest to help our Great 
Lakes combat the waterfall 
of adverse impacts caused 
by invasive mussels. 

“The Invasive Mussel 
Collaborative (IMC) an-
nounced a remarkable de-
crease in quagga mussel 
density in the weeks fol-
lowing experimental treat-
ments at a test site in Lake 
Michigan near Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lake-
shore. The IMC’s work to 
reduce the invasive species 
also led to a significant re-
duction in nuisance Clado-
phora algae at the site.   

Using a molluscicide 
consisting of dead cells 
from Pseudomonas fluo-
rescens bacteria on a reef 
within Good Harbor Bay, 
project partners saw a 95% 
reduction in mussel density 
in the weeks following ap-
plication. The project tested 
the application to an area 
important for fish spawn-
ing and identified changes 
in the underwater habitat. 
Lake Michigan is heavily 
infested with quagga mus-
sels, which are fueling the 
growth of nuisance algae 
in the lake. They also serve 
as a food source for inva-
sive round goby, which has 
displaced some native fish 
species and plays a role in 
avian botulism outbreaks.   

The IMC also an-
nounced the release of a 
video [https://youtu.be/BK-
9MeC0_GYY] highlighting 
its work at Good Harbor 
Bay. In the months ahead, 
the IMC will monitor the 
long-term effects of the 
project and work to identify 
future priorities and oppor-
tunities to conduct similar 
work.”

While the treatment 
was operationally inten-
sive, it was successful at 
causing 95% mortality of 
the mussels in treated ar-
eas. This gives us great 
hope for the future work 
of the IMC! Within one 

month of the application, 
the Cladophora and dreis-
senids that had colonized 
the substrate were largely 
gone. Scientists have also 
been monitoring different 
water quality metrics, such 
as dissolved oxygen, and 
have report minimal effects 
due to the treatment. Ad-
ditional research has been 
examining the time it takes 
dreissenids to recolonize 
an area; due to round goby 
predation on mussels in 
Lake Michigan, it appears 
mussels have been slow to 
make a comeback. 

The Invasive Mussel 
Collaborative has formed 
several work groups to 
focus on: future research 
needs, dreissenid control 
toxicity testing, and coastal 
site prioritization for poten-
tial future pilot control ex-
periments. 

“Mussel”
Continued from page 15

By Ryan Mc Cartney

The 31st Annual South-
west Michigan Steelhead-
ers “Winter Challenge” 
River Tournament was 
once again held on the St. 
Joseph River on December 
5th. The weather was fan-
tastic, with sunny skies and 
mild temperatures, which 
helped attract the more 
than 50 fisherman.  Fishing 
was found to be adequate 
on this beautiful day, with 
30 plus fish being weighed.

Although you enter as 
an individual, your regis-
tered weights could play 
a key role in the Chapter 
Challenge side of this tour-
nament.  The three biggest 
Steelhead caught by a Bat-
tle Creek Chapter mem-
ber(s) are put against the 
three largest weighed-in 
by a S.W. Michigan Chap-
ter member(s).  A traveling 
trophy is then presented to 
the Chapter with the most 
weight, which was award-
ed to the S.W. Michigan 
Chapter this year, with a 

winning weight of 34.33# 
versus 25.27#.  The largest 
steelhead of the tournament 
was recorded at 12.82# and 
caught by Troy Hahaj who 
has been chasing steelhead 
for many years with his son 
Ryan.  The three winning 
steelhead that made up the 
SW Michigan Chapter to-
tal weighed-in at 12.82#, 
10.93# and 10.58, which 
were caught by Troy Ha-
haj, Winn Wolf and Andy 
Racine respectively.  The 
three, heaviest steelhead 
making up the Battle Creek 
total were caught by Don 
Oman, Dave Middleton and 
Joe Foy, with respective 
weights of 10.89#, 7.80# 
and 6.58#.

The coveted Walt Tober 
Memorial Award, which 
is named after a longtime, 
contributing member of the 
SW Club and presented to 
the SW Member catching 
the largest steelhead of the 
day, was awarded to Troy 
Hahaj.   

We would like to thank 
Jim Kramer, owner of Shu’s 

Grill and Bar, for provid-
ing a wonderful lunch at 
the weigh-in, Tackle Ha-
ven and The Fishing Hole 
for their sponsorship, the 

members that helped with 
this event and of course all 
of the participants….see 
you all next year.

SW Michigan Steelheaders Winter Challenge River Tournament

Above: Troy Hahaj, Winn 
Wolf and Andy Racine.

Left: Troy Hahaj
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