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NRC Adopts New A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity to

Steelhead Limits

Great Lakes Basin Report,
a publication of the Great
Lakes Sport Fishing
Council

The Natural Resourc-
es Commission (NRC)
reduced bag limits on sev-
eral sections/streams in
Michigan at its December
9, 2021 meeting. Accord-
ing to Commissioners, the
existing steelhead manage-
ment plan for Michigan
needed to be revised to
reflect current trends, con-
ditions, and annual adult
spawning migrations. They
are not opposed to people
having the opportunity to
harvest a fish even though
they practice catch and
release. The request for
change had nothing to do
with gear restrictions and
by no means should dictate
how people can legally fish
for steelhead. Steelhead
populations are in decline
and have been on a long
slide for over the past de-
cade. Which raised several
questions and highlighted
a need to address and dis-
cuss the future of Steelhead
management in the state.

Data gaps and changing
environmental conditions
have muddied the waters,

but indicators are every-
where. Anyone who has
spent any amount of time
on the water can see the
changes that have occurred.
Which posed several ques-
tions. What is the current
status of spawning steel-
head in our streams? Does
the current management
scheme reflect what anglers
are currently experiencing
in their catch rates? Can a
declining steelhead popula-
tion survive added angling
pressure with today’s cur-
rent harvest allowance?
The MDNR has admit-
ted there is a problem with
returning steelhead, but
currently there has been a
failure to act even though
there are plenty of red flags.
The Little Manistee
River Weir boasts the best
available data for returning
spring Steelhead. This little
river is the sister river to the
Big Manistee. Albeit small-
er in size, it can still shed
light on the current trend
of Steelhead returns in the
Big Manistee River. Since
2002 there has been a sig-
nificant reduction in Spring
Steelhead in the Little Man-

“Limits”
Continued on page 12

Locating Steelhead
Made Easy

By Roger Hinchcliff
Steelhead Manifesto

The Great lakes are
Home to the World’s Larg-
est steelhead Population
on Planet Earth. Annually
we stock in the region 5.2
million Steelhead every
Year. So, if you're a veter-
an steelhead angler or just
getting started, you should
know catching these excel-
lent Game Fish 10 months
out of the Year in Michigan
is possible. Knowing and
understanding, we have
such a fantastic fishery,
but if you do not possess

the skills or knowledge in
helping you find these fish,
you can spend many days
on the river scratching your
head.

Many veteran steel-
head anglers already know
that water temperature and
flow dictate where Steel-
head will rest and lye. But
through the years, I’ve no-
ticed some characteristics
about these fish’s behavior
that can increase your odds
of putting more fish in the
net. No one will disagree

“Locating”
Continued on page 6

Improve Michigan Fisheries

By Dennis Eade

The administration’s
proposed DNR budget for
2022-2023 is an extraordi-
narily good budget propos-
al which will allow most of
Fisheries Division’s aging
infrastructure to finally be
upgraded to accommodate
the next forty years of re-
search and fisheries man-
agement for anglers across
the state.

Fishery Survey Equip-
ment and Related Items
Since much of the sur-
vey and monitoring equip-
ment currently in use is
old and worn-out, efforts
will be made to upgrade
or replace boats, motors,
trailers, electronics, shop
tools monitoring equip-
ment, nets, and other items
needed for field and lab
work. Normally, each year
Fisheries Division only
receives about $100,000
for such infrastructure up-

grades so this proposal is
guaranteeing an investment
($1.5 million) in the future
by making significant up-
grades that will serve the
needs of biologists and
managers for coming deca
des.

Replacement of the Lake
Michigan Research -
sel, RV Steelhead

$4 million has been al-
located to build and outfit a
research vessel, to be ready
by 2026, which will com-
pletely modernize the gath-
ering of research data. The
general fund expenditure
will not require matching
funds and will have a lifes-
pan of over 50 years.

Hatchery Upgrades

$30 million has been
designated for infrastruc-
ture upgrades of the six
fish hatcheries. This would
modernize the aging sys-
tems resulting in more reli-
able fish production at less

energy costs.
Improvements proposed
include:

The cold-water facil-
ities at Wolf Lake State
Fish Hatchery will be sep-
arated from the cool-water
operations. New feeders
for steelhead. Each section
will have separate water
supplies that will reduce
the chances of disease
transmission between the
two sections of the hatch-
ery. Wells to be upgraded,
concrete raceways will be
sealed with epoxy coatings
to prevent growth of disease
organisms, the ponds will
be upgraded, relined and
there will be more room to
raise minnows to feed fall
fingering walleyes. (Fall
fingerling walleyes have
an 8 to 1 better chance of
survival than spring finger-
lings.) These upgrades will
en -

hance walleye and muskel-
lunge rearing production.
Electrical systems up-
grade include replacing
underground wiring (some
of which is antiquated alu-
minum wiring from scores
of years ago), solar power
installs with back up gas
generators to insure against
any service interruptions.
Heaters and heating
systems will be upgraded.
This is in addition to sep-
arate ongoing $3 million
project to install solar pan-
els at several hatcheries to
save energy costs. Replace
the old pumps with new
pumps that can be throttled
to deal with changing de-
mands. Effluent system up-
grades, pond maintenance
and sediment removal are
included. Roof upgrades
and parking lot upgrades
are part of the plan and the
legislature is planning to
include funding for cost

“Improve”
_,Continued on page 13
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Remembering “Doc” Ken Merckel, Lake Huron Sport Fishing Advzsor

By Jill Wingfield with
Marc Gaden and John

Dettmers
Great Lakes Fishery Commission

“Merckel here.” The
989 area code would pop
up on the caller ID and I
knew it was Doc calling to
tell me his thoughts on an
issue and, more than like-
ly, give me a task or two.
Since Ken was appointed
to the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission’s Committee
of Advisors in 2013, those
calls were a regular part of
my week and became more
and more welcome as Ken,
Lenore and I developed a

friendship. I was not the
only one to receive Doc’s
regular calls so I asked
two of my colleagues, Dr.
Marc Gaden and Dr. John
Dettmers—also on Ken’s
speed dial —to help me put
together this piece to hon-
or and remember Dr. Ken
Merckel and all he did for
the Great Lakes.

Although Ken did not
formally join the Commis-
sion’s advisory committee
until 2013, he regularly at-
tended lake committee and
annual meetings for near-
ly two decades before his
appointment. In Governor
Snyder’s letter nominating

Ken to serve as Michigan’s
sport fishing advisor on
Lake Huron, he cited Ken’s
myriad fisheries-related af-
filiations, including:

* His active engagement
as a member of the Thumb
Chapter of the Michigan
Steelhead and  Salmon
Fishermen’s  Association
(MSSFA) since 1982;

e His active engage-
ment His leadership as a
board member of the State
MSSFA organization since
1990, including his time as
president of the State MSS-
FA organization from 2012
through 2018;

* His service as a mem-
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ber of the Lake Huron
Citizens Fishery Advisory
Committee since 1992; and

e His membership on
the Michigan Sea Lamprey
Funding Task Force from
1996 to 1999.

Ken was always keen to
talk with elected officials,
mostly with suggestions to
reach a positive outcome,
not merely to vent frustra-
tions. Marc Gaden serves
as the Commission’s legis-
lative liaison; it is his job to
communicate with elected
officials and he and Ken of-
ten combined forces to seek
shared objectives. That was
not always the case, Marc
reflects: “I first met Ken in
1998 and I remember viv-
idly that that first encoun-
ter did not go well. At the
time, the St. Marys River
was producing an endless
supply of sea lampreys,
though the Commission did
not have the money to re-
move the lampreys. During
our meeting, he blasted
me left, right, and center
about how the Commis-
sion’s inaction was ruining
his beloved Lake Huron. I
told him I agreed with him,
but that did not change the
fact that the money was
simply not there. Ken was
not the slightest bit sym-
pathetic and cut me no
slack. I walked out of the
meeting thinking this guy
was going to be a thorn in
my side for the foreseeable
future. Ken must have re-
flected on my predicament
as well because he called
the next day to say he had
set up meetings with then
Governor Engler’s people
and, next thing you know,
the state had pledged funds
for the St. Marys River sea
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lamprey treatment. He and
I leveraged our connections
from that point forward.”
Indeed, Ken knew how
to push the envelope and
used his position as an ad-
visor to the Commission to
bring attention to a gam-
ut of issues threatening
the sustainability of Great
Lakes fisheries. From his
first year as an advisor to
his last, Ken authored or
coauthored resolutions
passed by the Committee of
Adpvisors calling for action
from the Commission and
partner agencies on issues
relating to: the Line 5 pipe-
line running through the
Straits of Mackinac; netpen
aquaculture;  coregonine
restoration; and, lake trout
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stocking in Lake Huron.
His passion for the lakes
knew no bounds and his
drive to enact change was
limitless. While attending
an industry-led demonstra-
tion on an oil spill response
should Line 5 rupture, I
saw first-hand how Ken
would first quietly absorb
information, then ask the
hard questions, and finally,
refuse to back down until
he was satisfied with the
response or he had made it
clear there was a flaw in the
logic (usually the latter).
Many of Ken’s efforts
led to important actions
within the management
community. For example,
in 2017, Ken led the Com-
mittee of Advisors to pass a

resolution supporting core-
gonine restoration in the
Great Lakes. Following the
resolution, the Lake Huron
Committee began a 10-
year effort to restore cisco
to southern Lake Huron by
stocking those fish in Sag-
inaw Bay. The resolution
also encouraged the Coun-
cil of Lake Committees to
adopt its Coregonine Res-
toration Framework in May
2018, which, today, is help-
ing guide discussions about
possible  restoration  of
coregonines throughout the
Great Lakes and which led
to the formation of a new
partnership between the
Commission and the U.S.
Geological Survey-Great
Lakes Science Center.

Just last year, in the
midst of the pandemic and
while his health was wors-
ening, Ken worked with
members of the Commis-
sion and the Lake Huron
Committee to initiate a
review of the lake trout
stocking strategy and its
implementation in southern
Lake Huron. Although Ken
was no longer fishing the
lake, he continued to voice
the concerns and frustra-
tions he had heard from his
fellow anglers. He knew
his platform as an advisor
would enable him to ensure
that managers were aware
of the angling communi-

“Merckel”
Continued on page 13



Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

I am pleased to report
that the New Year is start-
ing out in historic propor-
tions as the proposed state
budget contains $30 mil-
lion for Fish Hatchery In-
frastructure, $4 million to
replace the RV Steelheader
with a new state of the art
research vessel and $12.4
million to replace equip-
ment within the entire de-
partment (Forestry, Parks,

Law, Fish, and Wildlife).
Another $652,000 to hire
four staff for the Tribal Co-
ordination Unit.

This means a new cool
water rearing facility at
Wolf Lake Hatchery in-
cluding new feeders for
steelhead, replacing the
forty-five-year-old worn-
out wells and the installa-
tion of new underground
electrical upgrades. A new

March/April 2022
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dennis Eade

research vessel equipped
with the latest electron-
ic sensor technology for
greater accuracy in trawl
reporting data and research
into the patterns developing
in pelagic species like steel-
head and salmon. We still
have a long way to go and
lots of challenges ahead but
this is really a great begin-
ning.

The tribal negotiations
are still dragging on with
little tangible progress.
In the Coalition to Pro-
tect Michigan Resources
(CPMR) view, the almost
215 years that the parties
have been negotiating show
that negotiations are diffi-
cult due to the issues and
the effects of the pandemic
on negotiations. There is
deep concern that the ne-
gotiations may be at odds
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with biological reality and
the foundations of sustain-
ability. For these reasons,
the Coalition has found it
nearly impossible to work
proactively with the parties
as it had hoped. For clarity,
the CPMR is delineating
the principal elements of a
working starting point for
negotiating a sustainable
and equitable agreement.
The outline of these three
criteria have always guid-
ed the Coalition and will
continue so in future nego-
tiations. This paper can be
viewed on MSSFA’s web-
site, mssfa.org under the
Conservation tab.

The Lake Huron Citi-
zens Advisory Committee
met February 1st on Teams.
The minutes are posted on
our website. The Natural
Resources Commission

I
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(NRC) passed an amend-
ment opening the Saginaw
lower river mouth to har-
vest during the spawning
period beginning in 2023 at
its meeting on the Decem-
ber 9th, however it should
not pose any harm to the
walleye fishery in the bay.
The NRC approved and
adopted an amendment to
restrict the rainbow trout
(steelhead) bag limit to one
fish as of 2022 on type 3 &
4 streams. Chief Dexter
had made it clear in his pre-
sentation to the commission
that regulations aren’t the
answer to wild trout recruit-
ment; improving habitat,
investing in dam removals
to restore trout habitats and
lower stream temperatures,
encouraging reforestation
and streambank protection
of riparian areas to main-
tain temperature regulation,
and streamlining stream-
bank restoration permitting
processes to ensure projects
advance in a timely fashion
is the answer. We need to
remove the obsolete dams
and improve spawning
runs. We continue to mon-
itor and remind commis-
sioners that the process of
involving advisors in the
consideration of regula-
tion changes is important
and ultimately in its own
best interest. I attended the
NRC meeting on Febru-
ary 10th and other than the
governor’s unprecedented
budget announcement, the
business coming before the
commission, including pro-
posed regulation changes
from various agency sec-
tions, was considered with-
out controversy.

With an aim toward
maximizing both angler sat-
isfaction and the ecological
benefits of the state’s wall-
eye fisheries, the Michigan
Department of Natural Re-
sources has finalized a plan
to guide the department’s
management of the popular
species in inland waters.

37th- Annual

Charlevoix Area Trout Tournament

June 101112, 2022

Brown Trout » Salmon * Steelhead * Lake Trout - Walleye

Over $17,500 Cash & Prizes!!

Registration: June 8th & 9th
East Park, Downtown Charlevoix
Entry fees: Adult Early Bird —by May 18th $30

After May 18th $35

Ages 6-14
Ages 5 & younger FREE (but must register)

$10

Kids Fishing Pond
Saturday Junhe 11th from 10am to 4pMm
East Park, Trout Pond e« $5

Trout Tournament Dinner - May 7th
Castle Farms, Charlevoix
Doors open at 5:30 - Buffet Dinner
Package deals will be available « More info to follow
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Although walleye reside
in the Great Lakes, rivers
and inland lakes, the plan
focuses on inland waters
— mostly inland lakes — be-
cause walleye management
in Great Lake waters is pri-
marily addressed in various
other department-approved
management or rehabilita-
tion plans.

The new walleye man-
agement plan can be viewed
at Michigan.gov/Walleye to
learn more about walleye
and management efforts
and review the final plan.

This year is an elec-
tion year in Lansing so not
much legislation is going
to get passed if history tells
us anything about an elec-
tion year. Appropriations
and Budget items will get
top priority. We need to
support the MDNR budget
requests before the appro-
priations committees. It
secures the future for fish-
eries and hatchery success.
We will still need to be vig-
ilant during the lame duck
session to make sure bad
bills don’t get passed at the
eleventh hour in December.

We have strong Repub-
lican and Democratic al-
lies in the Senate that will
assure bi-partisan support
beginning in 2023. Another
good reason to use this year
wisely will be to focus on
providing MSSFA (myself
and state board members)
and other fishing associa-
tions to begin drafting po-
sitions on legislation which
deal with the effects of cli-
mate change on the fishery.
Removing obsolete dams is
critical in reducing stream
temperatures and saving
our cold-water species like
steelhead, brown trout,
Coho and wild Chinook
salmon. Getting compre-
hensive legislation drafted
to make decommissioning
dams much easier will be
very important. I will be
working with our coalition
partners in the Changing
Seasons Work Group to
make this happen in 2022.

MSSFA’s past presi-
dent, Kenneth “Doc” Mer-
ckel’s funeral service was
held in Mayville, MI on
January 15th and was well
attended including repre-
sentatives from the Great
Lakes Fish Commission
staff (Jill Wingfield and
Marc Gaden), retired mem-
ber of the Michigan Char-
ter Boat Association, Jim
Fenner, Thumb Chapter
representatives and myself.
Friends, former patients,
and relatives filled the fu-
neral home and saluted Doc
with stories of his accom-
plishments, encounters, and
loving family memories. It
truly was a celebration of
his life. We all will miss
him and the lifelong con-
tributions he made to our
Great Lake’s fishery.
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THE MICHIGAN STEELHEAD &

SALMON FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION

THE QUALITY OF FISHING REFLECTS THE QUALITY OF LIVING!

MSSFA was organized in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.
With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending

hearings.

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSEN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route for all new products and techniques on the market offered by our advertisers.
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Grand Haven
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and State Director
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pbzfarms@gmail.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com

Battle Creek
Jeff Root, President
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White River
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Terry Clark, Director
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Click on the BECOME A MEMBER NOW! button

MSSFA State and Chapter Dues (Yearly)

Battle Creek
Grand Haven
Grand Rapids

{midland)

Great Lakes Bay Region $40.00

$45.00 Holland $40.00 Thunder Bay $40.00 (Alpena)
$40.00 Metro West $40.00 (Livonia) White River $40.00 (whitehall)
$45.00 South Haven $40.00 At Large Membership $35.00

Southwestern $45.00 (st. Joe) Junior Membership $5.00

Thumb $40.00 (Harbor Beach)

For questions email: mssfamembership@charter.net
MSSFA ~

PO Box 423 ~ Paw Paw, Ml 49079
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The following Chapters accept online payments via Credit Card and/or PayPal.
A PayPal account is not needed-use the option credit card.-.Note: some Chapters charge a small fee for processing.
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The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News (GLSFN) is the official publication of the
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Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee
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MICHIGAN STEELHEAD AND SALMON
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEETINGS - 2022

Via Teams — 7:00pm
Wed. April 20 Wed. October 19
Wed. June 22 Wed. December 21

Wed. August 17

TNT
CHARTERS

LAKE MICHIGAN FISHING AT ITSFINEST
Over 25 Years Experience

For reservations or information cafl or email,
CAPT. TODD HUNDLEY (231) 723-9807
USCG Licensed & DNR Inspected  Email: thundley @ chartermi.net
www.tntcharters.com

Business Office

P.0.Box 8034

Holland, MI 49422

Tel: 616-298-8842

e-mail: michigansteelheaders.org

Tim Stegeman, President

Don Remington, Vice President
Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Gerry Sickon, Secretary

Alex Fergus, Treasurer

The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association (MSSFA) is

a multi-state, non-profit organization dedicated to educating the general public

on improving, preserving and promoting sport fishing, the Great Lakes and their
tributary streams and rivers. Commonly referred to as The Michigan Steelheaders,
or simply Steelheaders. MSSFA represents sport fishing families in the Great
Lakes region. MSSFA encourages the strictest observances of sport fishing laws
and ethical fishing practices. www.MSSFA.org

Fishing The Lake Michigan Walers
0ft Manisiee, Michigan For
Salmen and Trout

Sport Fishing Charters
Capt. Fred Bolton

USCG Licensed
State DNR Inspected

GCell: 246.870.

Email: FreddieB@acegroup.cc

r " www.Freddie BSportfishingCharters.com : 1

Convelent Locatian next
o Manistes, Litile
Marnistee mnd Bear Creek

4544 Amick Street
Brethren, Michigan 48619
Phone: 231-477-5588

2479

2 231-4T77-5588 & website:

www. brethrenbungalows.com

MSSFA:

It PAYS to belon!

Here’s why:

MName Address City State Zip Discount Type
1 |A & Bab's Sports 510 B8th 5t Grand Rapids M 49548 |110% Descount with Al & Bob's Card or Steelheaders
2 |Ad Auto Care 1234 Ball Ave. NE Grand Rapids []] 49505 |Member Rales
3 JAnn's Custom Canvas 4414 Remembrance Rd ‘Walker M 49544  110% Dascount, not valid on specials. Mention steelheaders before ordening
4 JAuto Owmers Insurance 303 E. Monroe Durand M 48429 |Rowe Agent Group #4885
5 |Batteries Plus 2081 N-139 Suite B Benton Harbaor M 49022 110% & Member Discount 269-925-7374 www.batteresplus.com
& |Batteries Plus 3082 44th Street Grandvillg M| 49418 |10% & Member Discount
7 |Batteries Plus 386 Bay Park Dr, Suite B Hedland M 49424 110% & Member Discount 616-396-9914 www.batleriesplus.com
8 |Batteries Plus 5228 5. Wesinedge Ave Kalamazoo M 49002 110% & Member Discount 269-553-2355 www.batleriesplus.com
9 |Batteries Plus 3031 28th Street SE Kentwood M 49512 110% & Member Discount 616-575-0500 www.batteriesplus.com
10 |Batteries Plus 5839 Hrvey Streel, Suite 6 Meorton Shores M 49444 110% & Member Discount 231-747-2168 www.batleriesplus.com
11 |Bxg Papa Sporifishing 50642 Cregon Ave Mowvi Ml 48374 110% except on equipment
12 |Black Dog Qutfitters 4444 14 Milz Rd Rockford M 49341 110% Discount on fly tying materials, hooks & lines. www. blackdog-outfitters.com
13 |Boatl).S. 215 Annual Membership Dues - Use Membership & GAS3T23B
14 |Bob's Quidoors Statewide www, bobsoutdoors com 10% Discount {www.bobsoutdoors.com)
15 |Brenner's Service 4765 W River Dr Comstock Park M 46321 5% exclusions may apply. 616-784-9872  dawnbrenner@hotmail. com
16 |Dayton, Rick R, DDS 169 Louis Campau Promenade Ste 2A  |Grand Rapids M 49503 |20% off all services  (B16)458-2545
17 |Cascade Capital Funding 4251 Cascade Rd. SE Grand Rapids M 49546 |Free appraisal up to $300.00
18 |Dockside Marine, Inc 4320 State Rd Glennie M 48737 |15% Off Pans & Accessonies (Excludes Electronics)
19 |Dunham’s Spors Statewide 10% Discount # S0050V3
20 [Firestone - Metro 25 19268 Middlebelh Livania M 48152 320 off on $200 or more on senice www.metro25firestone.com
21 |Fish with Jim Outfitters | rittp:iiweaner. fishowithjimoutfitters_com/ 248-252-12T77 Discount $50.00 off the tatal trip price.
22 |Glacier Corporaticn 1021 Fuller SL Santa Ana Ca 92701 JAquarium Chillers for "zalmon in classroom) $625 + 80 (s&h) = 3685
23 |Great Lakes Angler Magazine www.gkangler com Discount 50% OFF 1 year subscription, members only! Use code MSSFA
24 |Homestead Resort on Betsie River 2359 Dam Rd Benzonia M 49616 |10% In Seasaon, 25% Off Season (homestead@crystal-rentals.com)
25 |Insta-Launch Campground 20 Park Awe Manistae Ml 489660 |Member Discount
26 |Insurance Shop/Fremont Ins. 824 Water St. East Jordan M 49727 [10% Discount off insurance for M3SFA Growp Members
27 |Jim Waldron Pontaic, Buick, GMC 1146 5. State Rd Davison Mi 48423 [Contact Mick Russlol for Sales, 10% off all parts not to exceed $100.00
28 |J Smith Customn Tackle 1136 E Hughes Lake Road Rose City Ml 48654 [15% - 20% off depending on rod. Customrodsbyjsmith.com 983-685-2819
29 |K & M Marine 14580 Tekagraph Rd Redford M 48239 |10% off merchandise except sale tems (www. kandmmarine.com)
30 |Kamp Oil Inc |5467 Manistes St Fredric Ml 48733 |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = S4/case, other disc avail.
31 |Kamp Oil Inc 3650 Eastarn Ave SE Grand Rapids Ml 49508 |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = S4/case, other disc avail.
32 |Beeba Oil Co (aka Kamp Qil) 4999 22 Mile Rd Litica Ml 48317 |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = S4/case, other disc avail.
33 |Lapeer Boat Serace 3556 Fort Knox Dr Lapear Ml 48446  |10% off parts and labor (810-245-6038)
34 |Liberty Tax Service 544 E. 8th 5L Holland M 49423 1520.00 Discount on tax serice
35 |Logan's Run Muskegon River Cottage Rental | 1648 Gardner 5t. Mewaygo M 49337 110% Discount  www.logansrunus  616-485-4501
36 |Mark's Sport Shop 11530 Mason Dr Grant M 49327  |Member Discount
37 MUCC 2101 Wood Street Lansing M 48912 1%158.00 Membership Dues
35 | Patriot Custom Fishing Rods 35919 6th Ave, Gobles Ml 49055 | 10% Discounl 269-628-5227
39 |Richheld RV Statewide 10% Discount
40 |River Raisin Marina & Campgrownd 23502 E. Elm Avenue Monrog Wi 48161 |Buy 1 get 1 free - call 313-575-4367 (www. riverraisinmaring.com)
41 |RX Optical Statewide Plan 308
42  |5almon Trout Steelheader wwwsalmontroutsteelheader.com Discount 50% OFF 1 year subscription, members only! Use code M55FA
43 |Sun Coast Marine 1172 G8th Strast Sauth Haven M Mamber discount
44 | The Angling Outpost 2480 Duck Lane Rd Whitehall Ml 48461 Jwww anglingoutpost.com 5% use coupon “stealheader” for online purchases
45 |Traxstech Corp 14754 N Oakley Chasaping M 389-845-5969 10%
46 |Van's Sport Center 1855 Alpine Ave. Walker M 49544  |10% Discount
47 |Warnor Lures 5915 Lilian La Traverse City M 49684 |10% Discount on all product ordared (www. warniorures.com)
48 |West Manne Bay City M 10%
49 [West Michigan Propelier B47 lonia Ave. NW Grand Rapids M 49503 |10% Descount
50 |* Your Business Here!

michigansteelheaders.org

Contact Don Remington 616-742-0238
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“Locating”
Continued from page 1

an angler must find where
the fish are to catch them.
Common sense says you
can’t catch something that’s
not there. We will discuss
some obvious places and
point out some that many
anglers might not notice.
Migration

Any angler targeting
Steelhead needs to know
that these fish are always
on the move and very ner-
vous creatures. They have
a sense of urgency like any
other fish I've seen. Re-
member, these fish some-
times arrive six months or
longer ahead of schedule
and stay while waiting for
the spawn. They are con-
stantly on the move. An an-
gler must divide a river sys-
tem into four sections. The
Lower, Middle, Upper, and
Headwater sections. Due
to these fish always mov-
ing, the Middle and Upper
River sections automatical-
ly give you better odds of
finding some fish.

Steelhead tend to move
upstream when the river
rises or falls constantly.
There are usually only two
things that will make these

fish put on the brakes: cold-
er water temperatures and
low water conditions. Most
anglers do not realize that
these fish are somewhat
predictable, just as other
species. Suppose you fa-
miliarize yourself with the
fish’s habits and some bio-
logical facts. These fish are
just like white-tailed deer
during the winter. Deer
will always pick the most
accessible easy route when
traveling. These fish will
always choose the path of
least resistance if unpres-
sured and not spooked. Not
to say the fish won’t jump
or go through barriers that
you wouldn’t expect a fish
to go through. They always
will find a way, but they
will take it if there’s an eas-
ier way.

So, we must pay atten-
tion to how that section of
the river looks for migrat-
ing fish. Maybe slower or
deeper water for the fish to
pass through rather than a
raging rapid. These fish are
genetically programmed to
conserve energy while in
the river for the upcoming
spawn. Hence, they are al-
ways looking for current
breaks and places to rest
for the journey upriver. A
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distance of 30 miles in one
day with no obstructions
for a healthy adult steel-
head is not a problem. As
you can see, these fish can
cover some serious water
in a short amount of time if
they want to.

So, if your 2 or 3 days
behind a high-water event,
you better head upriver to
find fish instead of down
low. Those pods of fish will
be upriver by then based on
water temps and flow.

Please keep in mind
many factors affect this
strategy. They are Steel-
head. We will never com-
pletely figure them out.
One thing is for sure: if
more arriving fish come up
the river from behind those
holding, that first wave of
fish will push up the riv-
er. Its mother nature’s way
of spreading the fish out.
Hence, November is such
a hot month to catch Steel-
head in Michigan. Many
fish have arrived at the par-
ty by then and have spread
out through the system. Not
to mention many guys are
away at deer camp.

Low Light or Night-
Time is when these fish
move the most many an-
glers think. In my opin-

ion, that’s not always the
case with these fish. If the
proper flow and barometric
pressure exist on overcast
days, they will undoubted-
ly push in daylight. When
these conditions exist, pray
for a bright sunshiny day.
The extra light will slow
the migration down, and
these fish will park in the
deeper holes or broken wa-
ter to hide and then contin-
ue their journey under cov-
er of darkness.
Structure

The structure is a beau-
tiful thing when it comes to
fishing. No question, fish
will orient to structure for
security from other preda-
tors and to set up ambush
points for baitfish or food.
Logs are the most visu-
al above the water that an
angler can see most of the
time. This structure can be
great for finding fish, of-
fering current breaks, and
creating seams for Steel-
head to hold and rest. The
downside to this type of
structure is sometimes, if
the log isn’t big enough
to anchor itself, one good
blow out of the river and
mother nature will send
that log on its merry way.
I have written about how

a river is an ever-chang-
ing place in past articles. It
can vary from Year to Year.
One hole that produced fish
and was great can change.
Some rivers I’ve fished for
years have logs that have
been there for as long as I
can remember.

The structure can also
create pocket water which
can be fish magnets for
migrating Steelhead. My
favorite structure, if you
can find it is boulders. The
beauty of boulders is they
usually are always there.
So once that structure has
been located, you can go
back Year after Year and
find fish there. The same
goes for cement, pilings,
or retaining walls. These
are overlooked items that
attract fish.

A SEASON

"FOR EVERY
ANGLER

Discover four seasons of fishing in Traverse City. It's where steelhead, salmon, bass, and

more offer challenges to novice and expert anglers alike. Where fly fisherman explore the
rivers, charter boats roam the lakes...and where you'll find yourself in a pretty great place.

TraverseCity.com
.
gl

Author
Roger Hinchcliff

Terrain features above
the water lead you to clues
to find more fish. Any on-
off exit ramps of terrain are
great clues. Most flat water
has a flat bottom that has a
spot tilting upwards. Also,
look for drop-offs and de-
pressions on your electron-
ics. Small depressions and
drop-offs are overlooked
by many anglers within a
river system and are some-
times missed. Look for the
darker areas if you do not
own some electronics.

Many well-known riv-
ers with famous names for
run or holes have structure,
which is why most are so
good, no doubt.

Reading Water

In this section alone,
I could fill a book on this
subject because all rivers’
mechanics and their run
clocks are so different.
They can vary based on the
state, size of the river, wa-
ter temperature, and flow.
So, let’s cover some good
nuggets of info that any an-
gler can use.

Walking speed water
that flattens is always an
excellent spot to look for
when locating Steelhead.
This spot is a telltale sign
of a pool. Consider fishing
the head and the tail out
of any pool. Always look
for the softer edge of any
seam, and usually, it’s the
deeper side. Keep in mind
that most Steelheads are
most likely caught in 4-8 ft
of water. The exception to
this rule would be during
the spring run when fish
are spawning in 2ft of wa-
ter often.

Holding lies are typi-
cally when a main current
seam is broken. You can
usually find some active
fish there most times. The
best water temps for Steel-
head are 42-58 degrees.
At these temps’ the fish
are happy and most ac-
tive, and you can expect to
get them to bite. At these
temp’s faster water is the
usual rule. Once water
gets below 42 degrees or
less, start looking for slow-
er, deeper pools. These
conditions are the typical
wintertime spots here in
the Great Lakes. Caution
do not discount faster wa-
ter in the High 30’s temp.
Range. I’ve seen steelhead
hold in much faster water
when you think they would
be in slow deeper pools.
Remember, they are Steel-
head; make sure to fish it
all. Bottom line: Once you
find fish and see what wa-
ter they prefer that day, you
should be able to replicate
it throughout the system.

Steelhead will always
hold in slower water closer

“Locating”
Continued on page 7
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Additional Angling Opportunities Created By
Successful Fall Fish Stocking Season

Great Lakes Basin Report

Eight different species,
672,478 fish, weighing in at
nearly 13.5 tons — those are
the totals from the Michi-
gan Department of Natural
Resources’ fall 2021 fish
stocking efforts at 123 loca-
tions across the state.

“It was another out-
standing fall fish stocking
season that will provide

enhanced opportunities
throughout Michigan,” said
Ed Eisch, DNR fish produc-
tion manager. “When added
to our successful spring
and summer stocking ef-
forts, that brings the total
for 2021 to more than 18.2
million fish put into Michi-
gan’s waters.”

The number and type of
fish stocked vary by hatch-
ery, as each facility’s ability
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to rear fish differs because
of water supplies and tem-
perature. In Michigan, there
are six state and three coop-
erative hatcheries that work
together to produce the spe-
cies, strain and size of fish
needed by fisheries man-
agers. These fish must then
be delivered at a specific
time and location for stock-
ing to ensure their success.
Most fish in Michigan are

stocked in the spring.

Fall fish stockings in
2021 consisted of eight
species that included: brook
trout, brown trout, channel
catfish, coho salmon, lake
trout, Eagle Lake and steel-
head strain rainbow trout,
walleye and muskellunge.

e Marquette State Fish
Hatchery (near Marquette)
stocked 38,003 fall finger-
ling and adult brook and
lake trout that weighed a
combined 8,018 pounds.
These fish were stocked at
46 locations, both in the
Upper and Lower peninsu-
las.

* Oden State Fish Hatch-
ery (near Petoskey) stocked
37,000 Wild Rose brown
trout and 113,863 Eagle
Lake rainbow trout fall
fingerlings that weighed a
combined 4,093 pounds.
These fish were stocked at
four locations.

* Platte River State Fish
Hatchery (west of Traverse
City) stocked 70,194 fall
fingerling coho salmon
weighing 2,999 pounds.
These salmon were stocked
in the East Branch of the
AuGres River located in
Tosco County.

* Thompson State Fish
Hatchery (near Manistique)
stocked 349,213 fall finger-
ling steelhead that weighed
3,810 pounds at four loca-
tions. In addition, the first
year of musky production
was a success at Thomp-
son, stocking 20,037 fish at
12 locations.

* Wolf Lake State Fish
Hatchery (west of Kalam-
azoo) stocked 9,850 Great
Lakes strain muskellunge

fall fingerlings that weighed
1,083 pounds and were
stocked at 13 locations.

* Several fisheries man-
agement units (Northern
Lake Michigan, Southern
Lake Michigan, Central
Lake Michigan, Lake Erie
and Southern Lake Huron)
also stocked fall finger-
ling walleyes in 2021. The
Northern Lake Michigan
management unit stocked
4927 Bay De Noc strain
fall fingerlings weigh-
ing 730 pounds, while the
Lake Erie and Southern
and Central Lake Michigan
management units stocked
23,133 Muskegon strain
fall fingerlings weighing
2,108 pounds.

e Three sites were
stocked with a total of 5,035
channel catfish from Ohio,
with a total weight of 1,014
pounds. These fish were
part of an annual agreement
that includes Michigan pro-
viding Ohio with steelhead
eggs in exchange for fall
fingerling channel catfish.

¢ Also as part of an an-
nual cooperative exchange,
2,123 Northern strain mus-
kellunge from the Wiscon-
sin DNR weighing 685
pounds were stocked at
four locations in both the
Upper and Lower penin-
sulas. The Michigan DNR
provided Wisconsin with
Great Lakes strain muskies
in exchange for these fish.

In general, fish are
reared in Michigan’s state
fish hatcheries anywhere
from one month to one and
a half years before they are
stocked.

The DNR welcomes vis-

itors to its state fish hatch-
eries and interpretative cen-
ters to witness firsthand the
fish rearing process and to
learn about Michigan’s wa-
ters. For more information,
visit Michigan.gov/Hatch-
eries. For everyone’s safe-
ty, masks are recommended
for all visitors entering pub-
lic buildings.

To find out if any fish
were stocked in your fa-
vorite fishing spot, visit
the DNR’s fish stocking
database at MichiganDNR.
com/FishStock/.

Jump on the burbot
bandwagon! That’s right,
many anglers seek out and
enjoy catching burbot.
These fish are known as
very good table fare that
can have a consistency sim-
ilar to lobster. The state re-
cord burbot was a 191b., 10
oz. fish caught in 2016 on
Lake of the Woods. Burbot
are no longer considered
rough fish in the Minneso-
ta fishing regulations and
the species will be listed
as a game fish in the 2022
Minnesota fishing regula-
tions booklet available this
March. Please remember
that if you are not planning
to use the burbot you catch,
release it for others to enjoy
— the same goes for any oth-
er fish you catch. It is ille-
gal to leave fish on the ice.
Also remember to check for
any special regulations that
apply to burbot on the wa-
ter where you’re fishing.

“Locating”
Continued from page 6

to the shoreline if you have
higher water conditions,
and they love the inside
or outside bends. Corners
and V’s where two currents
meet and are steelhead
magnets. Also, look for
ledges and drop-offs. These
fish love them. During high
angling pressure, look in
the tail outs other holding

water near a well-known
hole or lie. Pressured fish
will push back or scatter
around the run and tem-
porally hold to get away
from anglers. These are
areas to try different col-
ors and baits that fish have
not seen. If the bite slows,
always change colors be-
fore leaving. Every river
steelhead angler out there
fishes a pink spawn bag.
Something different puts

Online Signup!

Real-time Scoring!
Friday Womens Tourney!

Dowug & Star Felman

Family Foundation

Jul 30 - Aug 1, 2021

Holland, Michigan

e
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The Salmon Tournament to Catch

“TAYLOR RENTAL.

= mearina

fish in the net. In most cas-
es, being different is a good
thing, yet many anglers
stick to the norm. Colors
such as blue or red can pay
huge dividends.

As you can see, an an-
gler has to stop, slow down
and assess the water and
read the water and pay at-
tention to all details. Break
the run into sections or use
a grid pattern landmarks
and structure. I like to be
very thorough. This way
you don’t miss fish. Think-
ing like a fish, where would
I be the most comfortable
based on the current con-
ditions? You will catch
fish many anglers miss and
don’t find.

Conclusion

Analyzing weather, wa-
ter flow, and temps before
you go fishing will help
big time with your suc-
cess. Once on the river,
using a careful, methodical
approach, looking for the
proper structure, and read-
ing the suitable water based
on the seasonal conditions
will help you find fish.
Once you find them, it’s up
to you to deliver them to
the right bait, lure or fly and
get them to bite. Warning
catching the mighty Steel-
head can be very addicting.
The only way to get your
fix is to catch more fish.
Good Luck!
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Project To Keep Asian Carp Out of Lake Michigan Closer To Becoming A Reality

Great Lakes Basin Report

A $226 million boost
from the federal infrastruc-
ture package will allow the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to finish design and
start construction on the
Brandon Road Lock and
Dam. The barrier in the Des
Plaines River, downstream
of Chicago, will use smart
technology in an effort to
keep the carp that have in-
fested the Mississippi Riv-
er Basin out of the Great
Lakes

A recent study on the
harm Asian carp could do to
the the Great Lakes lent ur-
gency to plans to construct
an effective barrier to carp
entering the lakes. In a key
step aimed at keeping inva-
sive carp out of the Great
Lakes, the Corps is pegging
$226 million for pre-con-
struction, engineering and
design on a lock-and-dam
project 50 miles down-
stream of Chicago.

The Corps also included
initial federal funds need-
ed to begin construction at
the completion of the proj-
ect’s design and engineer-
ing work. Adding urgency
to the project, a 2019 U.
of Michigan study found
that Asian carp could sur-
vive in much more of Lake
Michigan than scientists
previously believed. The
findings ramped up pres-

sure on Congress to fully
fund a barrier to prevent the
invasive fish from wreak-
ing havoc across the Great
Lakes and threatening its
$7 billion annual fishing in-
dustry.

Natives of China, sil-
ver and bighead carp have
already spread across the
Mississippi  River Basin
and into the Illinois River
near Chicago. Some of the
most destructive species to
invade North American wa-
ters, they crowd out native
fish by gobbling up their
food, and can overcon-
sume shoreline plants and
degrade water quality. Ac-
cording to the U-M study,
the entire extent of Lake
Michigan has habitat suit-
able for bighead carp some-
where in the varied depths
of the lake.

Funds for the Brandon
Road Lock and Dam proj-
ect in Joliet, I1l., are coming
from the $1.2 billion feder-
al infrastructure bill signed
into law in November.

According to the Corps,
the total cost of the proj-
ect will be around $858
million, and is estimated
to take six to eight years
to complete. The project
is slated to install acoustic
fish deterrents, an air bub-
ble curtain, an electric fish
barrier and other provisions
to keep the carp from reach-
ing Lake Michigan and

spreading throughout the $8 million toward -ear- backing of the project.
Great Lakes. ly phase funding, as Gov.

Michigan has pledged Gretchen Whitmer in De-

CATCH MORE FISH!?

OR12 Planer Board
(shown with optional
HD Tattle Flag™)

cember joined seven oth-
er Great Lakes governors
in calling for full federal

“ Congratulations fo The
Chairman of the Boards,
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N\ 2020 Freshwater Hall
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D&R SPORTS CENTER

(2 69) 372-2277 8178 West Main Street

Kalamazoo

Shop Online @ VanDamWarehouse.com

Free shipping on all orders over $50! Exclusions apply, see website for details

OKUMA CV-354D Convector
Linecounter Reel

SALE
$104%

Reg $109.99

CHURCH TACKLE Walleye
Planer Boards

$299

WARRIOR BAITS Custom
Walleye Deep Baits

#1398

WALLEYE NATION CREATIONS
Lil Reaper 3.5" Jerkbait

SALE
$599

A ATAN

Reg $6.49

BANDIT Walleye Deep Baits

$649

ST CROIX Eyecon Spinning Rod

*150%°

STORM LURES Hot 'N Tots 2"
Model H

Over 100 styles available!

We carry Old Town,
Bonafide, Stroke &
Evoke kayaks!

. authorized service

CANNON Uni-Troll 5 ST Manual
Downrigger Trolling Kit

$3199{'g‘
SPIDERWIRE Stealth-Braid

Hi-Vis

SALE
$10°

Reg $12.99

DREAMWEAVER Wormburner

4

¢

Trolling Harness

SALE
$1599

Reg $6.19 /
<
Trolling motors
from Minn Kota,
Garmin &
Lowrance!

Plus, we are an

center!

LUHR JENSEN Dipsy Divers

Starting at
$749 Al

HUMMINBIRD Helix 7 Chirp
Mega DI GPS G4N

*699°°

OFF SHORE TACKLE OR12
Original Side Planer Board

-

-V

ADVANCE TACKLE
Michigan Stinger Scorpion
Spoons

IF YOU WANT TO GUARANTEE THAT YOU'RE IN A BOAT FOR
THIS YEAR, NOW IS THE TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDERI
GIVE US A CALL OR STOP IN TODAY!

We buy used boats! If you are looking to upgrade or get rid of a boat, call and speak
with our boat sales department for an offer!

Optlions/colors shown may be different than product in stock. Nol responsible for lypographical emors.
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‘Old Fish Did Great’: Study Finds Some Lake Trout Get Older Without Aging

By Bob Weber
www.timescolonist.com
Canadian Press

Research in a set of
unique Canadian lakes is
backing up a strange con-
sequence of evolutionary
theory often predicted but
never before shown.

Given the right circum-
stances, fish get old — de-
cades old — but they don’t
age.

Research in a set of
unique Canadian lakes is
backing up a strange con-
sequence of evolutionary
theory often predicted but
never before shown.

Given the right circum-
stances, fish get old — de-
cades old — but they don’t
age.

“Theory predicts for
samples like ours that there
should be little aging,” said
Craig Purchase of New-
foundland’s Memorial
University. “That’s exactly
what we found.”

Purchase, co-author of
a paper published by En-
gland’s Royal Society, was
studying lake trout in On-
tario’s Experimental Lakes
Area, a series of isolated
watersheds set aside as an

open-air biological labora-
tory. Scientists have been
working in those lakes since
1968, yielding unique-
ly detailed long-
term data
sets.

“They have been

catching the same indi- %

vidual fish for decades,”
Purchase said.

As well, the simplified
food web in the small lakes
means the old fish are eat-
ing the same things as the
young ones. That rules out
any effects from changing
diet.

It all made for a perfect
opportunity to study how
the trout age.

The researchers caught
fish that had been previ-
ously tagged and measured
their length and weight —
an index of overall health.
They measured sperm qual-
ity from male fish.

Then they took blood
samples to measure telo-
meres, the caps on DNA
strands that protect chro-
mosomes when they di-
vide. Telomeres are gener-
ally longer and stronger in
young cells.

Finally, they com-
bined that data f

oLk -'"-*'_ L
www.pfo.net/lake-trout

- with the long-term

records that allowed
them to compare young fish
and old fish.

“The old fish did great,”
Purchase said. “As they age
across decades, there is a
minor increase in mortal-
ity but they maintain their
reproductive performance
perfectly. An old adult male
is just as capable as a young
one.”

Here’s why: Lake trout
don’t stop growing as they
mature, meaning an old-
er adult will be larger and
more reproductively ca-
pable than a young adult.
That’s not the case for
mammals, for whom — re-
productively — an adult is
an adult.

“There’s value in being
old because you are big,”
said Purchase. “Evolution
should reward that.”

:
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As well, for animals
subject to predation, it
doesn’t make sense to
spend a lot of energy
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cies where they increase
their reproductive
potential as :

maintaining their bodies in
youthful condition.

“Trying to protect your
body to be old is a cost that
doesn’t pay off if some-
thing is going to kill you
before you can be old,”
Purchase said.

Lake trout, which live
in cold deep water, don’t
have that problem.

“In the bottom of these
deep lakes, there’s basical-
ly no predators that can eat
an adult lake trout. There’s
much more advantage in
being old if you're a lake
trout than if you’re a mam-
mal.”

It’s all unfolding as evo-
lutionary theory predicts it
should, said Purchase.

“Theory predicts aging
should be minimal in spe-

older because they get big-
ger and they decrease their
likelihood of predation as
they get older, because they
get bigger.

“What we found does
pretty much what theory
predicts.”

In fact, said Purchase,
theory goes one better. At a
certain point, fish should —
in a sense — get younger.

“We think if you sam-
pled other lake trout popu-
lations where they continue
to grow to enormous sizes,
there should be signs of
negative aging.”

That may exist among
the lunkers living in the big,
deep lakes of the North, he
said. But it would be tough
to prove because food webs
are such that big trout eat
different things than little
trout in those lakes.

Sadly, none of this helps

humans, doomed to cease
growth with maturity.

“We might get fat, but
we don’t continue grow-
ing.”

Nor did humans evolve
in the predator-free world
of the lake trout.

“For the vast majority of
our time on this planet, you
were very unlikely to live
to be old. Some lion would
have eaten you,” Purchase
said.

“Evolution has shaped
us to do really well as
young adults. If doing well
as a young adult has some
consequence that creeps in
as an old adult, in the vast
time span we’ve been on
this planet, it didn’t matter.”

Purchase said the find-
ings do open up interesting
avenues.

“Knowing that the pat-
terns of aging in mam-
mals is not universal real-
ly makes one think harder
about what underlines the
causes of aging. If you can
figure out how things might
be different, that potentially
opens up how aging in hu-
mans happens in general.”

But don’t get your hopes
up. “No cure for death just
yet.”

Ice Cover Could Help Lake Erie’s Struggling Yellow Perch
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Great Lakes Basin Report

Declines in yellow
perch caused Ohio to cut
daily limits for anglers last
year, while this year’s lim-
its should be announced in
the coming weeks.

Prized by both commer-
cial netters and hook-and-
line anglers, yellow perch
these days could use help.

A year ago Ohio was
forced by a prolonged de-
cline in yellow perch to cut
daily limits to 10 fish from
30 for recreational anglers
from Huron to Fairport
Harbor, and netters took a
commensurate hit.

Historically, the abun-
dance of yellow perch was
a big reason to fish at Lake
Erie. This was true long af-
ter important species such
as lake herring, whitefish
and blue pike vanished or
nearly did so. Daily catches
of 100 yellow perch were
legal, and not altogether
unusual, for decades.

And while walleye have
produced prodigiously in
recent years, the numbers
of perch in the shallower
western basin have merely
held steady while showing
losses in the deeper central
basin.

Trawl surveys done
in the western basin last
summer found 380 spring-
hatched yellow perch per
hectare, a measure equal to
247 acres. Results fell just
below the 34-year average
of 398 perch.

Results in the central
basin, which is divided into
a central zone and an east-
ern zone, were not encour-
aging.

Fall surveys in the
central zone turned up 11
spring-hatched perch per
hectare, much fewer than

the average of 39. The sur-
vey of year-old perch netted
18 per hectare, again below
the average of 33.

East of Fairport Harbor,
survey results showed two
first-year perch per hectare,
the long-term average be-
ing five. The numbers for
year-old fish were five per
hectare, considerably fewer
than the average of 29.

Evidence suggests when
perch hatches do well in the
western basin, they tend to
fare poorly in the central
basin and vice versa.

One suspect for that is
climate change. Ice cover
on the Great Lakes has di-
minished in duration by a
couple of weeks from the
old normal, records indi-
cate. Continued warming
could make regular ice cov-
er on Lake Erie less likely
in the coming decades.

A study by researchers
from Ohio State Universi-
ty published several years
ago suggested Lake FErie
yellow perch hatches are
more robust after winters
that produce longer and
later periods of ice cover.
The findings were intrigu-
ing but, as even the authors
acknowledged, not conclu-
sive.

Nutrient runoff could
be another factor, trigger-
ing large plankton blooms
that serve as a food source
for tiny, growing fish in the
shallow western lake but
which suck needed oxygen
out of the deeper central
waters.

Research is
said biologists.

Ohio anglers
learn their 2022
sometime in March.

ongoing,

should
limits



$1B Investment in Toxic Pollution
Clean-up a ‘Game-Changer’ for
Great Lakes and Communities

By Lindsey Bacigal
Press Releases, Washing-
ton Update

ANN ARBOR, MICH.
The Biden Administration’s
plan to invest an additional
$1 billion to clean up toxic
pollution in the Great Lakes
region, announced today,
will be essential to restore
the Great Lakes and to pro-
tect the drinking water, pub-
lic health, and jobs of mil-
lions of people in Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Ohio, New York, and
Wisconsin, according to the
Healing Our Waters-Great
Lakes Coalition.

“This investment will
be a game-changer in the
effort to clean up pollu-
tion that has poisoned local
drinking water and threat-
ened the health of commu-
nities,” said Laura Rubin,
director of the Healing Our
Waters-Great Lakes Coali-
tion. “This investment will
benefit millions of people,
provide a shot in the arm
to Great Lakes restoration
efforts, and support local
economies. We thank Pres-
ident Biden, his adminis-
tration, and the members
of Congress who supported
this funding for recognizing
the urgent need to address
this serious threat.”

The Healing Our Wa-
ters-Great Lakes Coalition
pushed for increased Great
Lakes investments in the
bipartisan Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act. The
bill contains an additional
$1 billion for Great Lakes
restoration actions.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is directing
that funding to clean up the
most polluted sites in the
region. These sites — called
Areas of Concern — contain
high levels of cancer-caus-
ing and health-threatening
pollution, such as PCB’s,
mercury, and other chemi-
cals, that have poisoned the
water and led to drinking
water restrictions, fish con-
sumption advisories, and
beach closures.

“The clean-up of these
toxic hot-spots will benefit
communities most impact-
ed by pollution, which tend
to be low-income, Black,
Latino, Asian and Indige-
nous communities,” said
Brenda Coley, co-chair of
the Coalition and co-exec-
utive director of Milwau-
kee Water Commons. “We
thank EPA Administrator
Michael Regan for his lead-
ership in tackling the big-
gest pollution problems in
the region and confronting
environmental  injustices
that continue to plague
our communities. As these
projects move forward, it
will be essential to engage
and partner with local com-
munities, as we strive to
achieve the common goal
of access to clean, safe and
affordable drinking water.”

The U.S. and Canadian
governments, in the 1980s,
identified 43 contaminated
sites, which they deemed

Areas of Concern. To date,
six sites have been remedi-
ated on the U.S. side. The
Biden Administration antic-
ipates Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Job Act funding
will clean up 22 additional
sites by 2030, including:
IMlinois: Waukegan;
Indiana: Grand Calumet
River;

Michigan: Clinton River,
Detroit River, Manistique
River, Muskegon Lake,
River Raisin, Rouge River,
St. Clair River, St. Marys
River, and Torch Lake;
Minnesota/Wisconsin: Sz.
Louis River;

Ohio: Black River,
Cuyahoga River, and
Maumee;

New York: Buffalo River,
Eighteenmile, Rochester
Embayment, and Niagara
River;

Wisconsin: Fox River,
Milwaukee Estuary, and

Sheboygan.

“This funding will ac-
celerate vital restoration
efforts,” said Marnie Urso,
co-chair of the Coalition
and senior policy director
for Audubon Great Lakes.
“Many of these pollut-
ed sites are in communi-
ties along the Great Lakes
shoreline that contain im-
portant habitat for birds.
Federal investments to re-
mediate these sites benefit
people and wildlife —and
these investments have
been doing wonders to
help recover populations
of threatened and declining
species such as the Pip-
ing Plover and Black Tern.
Thanks to this investment
in the Great Lakes Resto-
ration Initiative their future
is brighter.”

The $1 billion in the bi-
partisan infrastructure bill
was directed to support the
Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative, which has sup-
ported the restoration of

PRO/AM
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Great Lakes Coalition

fish and wildlife habitat,
clean-up of toxic pollution,
reduction of farm and city
runoff, and management of
invasive species. Increas-
ingly, restoration invest-
ments have been heralded
as a way to help communi-
ties prepare for and adapt to
climate change.
“Investments to restore
the habitat, wetlands and
natural areas around these
toxic hotspots will be vital
to restore the Great Lakes
and help communities deal
with the impacts from a
changing climate,” said
Mike Shriberg, co-chair of
the Coalition and regional
executive director of the
National Wildlife Federa-
tion’s Great Lakes Region-
al Center. “The region is
already experiencing more
erratic weather and in-
creased rain due to climate
change. These investments
will  help communities
combat flooding, sewage

Pro/Am

333

Special thanks to our event
sponsors for making the all
new Tri-Port possible! T

Join us this June

GOLD SPONSORS
CATY2SHQRE Fomom

Aug

overflows, and other prob-
lems that are being exacer-
bated by global warming.”

Federal Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative in-
vestments over the last 12
years have helped clean up
long-standing legacy pol-
lutants. The infusion of an
additional $1 billion will al-
low more sites to be reme-
diated more quickly.

“This funding will help
close the book on one of the
most infamous pollution
episodes in our nation’s his-
tory,” said Lynn McClure,
co-chair of the Coalition
and senior regional director
of the National Parks Con-
servation Association. “The
EPA’s goal is to use these
funds to clean up and re-
store highly polluted areas,
including the Cuyahoga

River Area of Concern—
the same river that caught
fire and sparked a national
environmental movement.
Cleaning up this corridor,
which extends

for 100

miles

through northern
Ohio and Cuyahoga Valley
National Park, will be good
for the people and wildlife
that visit and call this area
home.”

The bipartisan infra-
structure bill, passed by
the Senate and the House
in the fall, contains signif-
icant federal investments to
update the nation’s water
infrastructure and address
other clean water priorities
in the Great Lakes region
and across the country.
Read more about the EPA’s
Area of Concern program.

Since 2004, the Healing
Our Waters-Great Lakes
Coalition has been harness-
ing the collective power of
more than 170 groups rep-
resenting millions of peo-
ple, whose common goal
is to restore and protect the
Great Lakes. Learn more at
HealthyLakes.org or follow
us on Twitter @Health-
yLakes.

"Manistee
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1st St. Beach - Lions Pavilion
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BEVERAGE CO,INC
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Tournament HQ:
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(231) 887-4474
mcsfa98@gmail.com

The MCSFA works year-
round to maintain and
promote a healthy fishery.
Learn more about what we
do and consider joining at:

www.mcsfa.org

Ladies / Kids Prelim Friday

All New in 2022:

MONSTER |

DAILY SIDE BET 2

[ adies/Kids
Big Fish
Side Bet

3{Eish: 2 Days.

Anyone Can/Enter; Anyone Can;Win!

More Info Online:
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tournamenttrail.net/manistee-monster

Scotty Mac - (231) 690-1102
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Southwest Michigan’s
Premier Fishing Tackle destination
located on the St. Joseph River.

» Large selection of rods and reels

* Lures and tackle for the big lake, rivers and
inland lakes

e Great Prices, Great Selection!

e Shop online

(269)925-0341

741 Riverview Drive Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

“Limit”
Continued from page 1

istee River. The 6-year av-
erage from 2009-2014 was
3,433 retuning adults and
from 2015 to present it was
2,389 returning adults (ex-
cluding 2020). In the last
6 years there has been a
30% reduction in average
spawning adults. If this
trend continues, then what?
The spring 2021 returns
were the lowest since 1970.
More importantly, every

year since 2003, the spring
steelhead counts have been
below the 53-year average
of 4,648 adults.

Are we just going to
stand by and watch our
Steelhead populations de-
cline to the point of no re-
turn? It’s not farfetched to
consider the outcome of 10
more years of decline. The
consequences could ulti-
mately exceed the ability of
the population to recover.
There is a cost to no ac-
tion! Steelhead catch rates
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Don’t miss
Big Buck Night West - Thursday

featured on Michigan Out-of-Doors TV!

Plus more features: Kid’s Shooting Ranges,
Rock Climbing Wall, Trout Pond and much more!

Hunting & Fishing Semimn's

by the Best!
Mark Romanack, Mark Martin,

Kevin VanDam and many more!

Timberworks
lumber’mk

ﬂ Show. 2

Best Place to
Buy Your Boat!

_f ULTIMATESPORTSHOWTOUR

DeVos Place ®* Downtown Grand Rapids

HOURS:
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

For more details, advanced tickets, hours

and seminar schedule log onto

www.UltimateSportShow.com

Photo: www. flickr.com

are declining statewide as
well. Right now, this state
has a Steelhead catching
issue. The rule changes
will probably not boost
the overall population size,
but a declining Steelhead
population will not pro-
mote productive fishing.
These rule changes are a
good start to a long over-
due conversation. Catch
rates, harvest and angler
satisfaction are currently
out of balance. We can’t
afford to wait for things to
get any worse! Now is the
time to have a serious dis-
cussion regarding harvest
limits. What should our
annual harvest look like
based upon today’s current
steelhead population trend?
We need to bring the Har-
vest and Catch Rates back
to the middle and rebalance
Angler Satisfaction.

The close proximity of
the Little Manistee River
to the Big Manistee River
also raises parallel ques-
tions. Is there a similar
population trend occurring
in the Big Manistee Riv-
er? What about the rest
of the Lake Michigan Ba-
sin? Is this trend occur-
ring throughout the Great
Lakes Region? We believe
it is! How can we contin-
ue the “Business as Usual”
model? To say there isn’t
a biological reason to con-
sider a regulation change
is a dangerous claim. Just
because you have an inher-
ent lack of data doesn’t ex-
cuse you from responding
to the problem. Changing
the regs is a short-term fix
that will allow more time
for data collection. Fully
understanding the com-
plexities surrounding the
Steelhead population de-
cline will take time. How
long will “the data collec-
tion” take, 5-10 years? Can
we justify waiting that long
without taking action? Is it
worth risking this popular
fishery? Just a little food
for thought.

Editor’s Note:

This article addresses
only one side of the argu-
ment in support of using
regulation changes to ad-
dress the decline in Steel-
head numbers. GLSFN
welcomes counter opinions
as to whether regulation
change should be the tool
used to address the decline
in Steelhead numbers. In
our next issue we will cover
the need to address habitat
and changing environmen-
tal conditions as a means
of addressing declining
Steelhead numbers.



“Improve”
Continued from page 1

overrides in the of event of
inflationary impacts.
Tribal Coordination

$650,000 has been re-
quested to add up to 4 staff
including 2 biologists and 2
technicians to the tribal co-
ordination unit.

As you can see by the

March/April 2022

MDNR Fisheries Division
stands to receive a once in a
lifetime opportunity to bet-
ter serve anglers across the
state for decades to come.
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scope of this proposal, the
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SAUGATUCK/ SOUTH HAVEN DUAL PORT CHALLENGE
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BIG LAKE CLASSIC August 5™ - 7% 2022

This a non-profit tournament put on by sportsmen for sportsmen

JOIN US IN AUGUST FOR THIS EXCITING TOURNAMENT

5th Annual “Denny Allen Memorial” Big Fish Tournament

) Ist Place $2000 provided you are in the Tournament
Sponsored by Jets Pizza

THE TOURNANMENT

DENNY ALLEN MEMORIAL  Sponsored by Saugatuck Sport Fishing Association
* Entry Fee: $50 * $10,000 First Prize Pro Division - based on 20 entries
% Guaranteed 15 Places % $4,000 First Prize Am Division - based on 35 entries
Raffle, 50/50, Fun % Reserve your slip early
For entry or pre-tournament Location of Captains Meeting, Weight In, and Awards:

shootout go to Coral Cables in downtown Saugatuck
www.saugatucksportsfishing.com

7 LiPE 15 SHORT. EAT BEYTER PIZIA.

To contact us:

John Watson at 1137watson@gmail.com
Or Call Tournament Director

at 616-218-6686

For Dock Space contact:
Tower Marine at 269-857-2151

% August 5th - Free Pig Roast at Captains Meeting
* August 6th - 7th Free Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
at Weigh-in and Awards Ceremony

All Provided by Coral Gables Restaurant
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Legislative
Action Alert

The administration’s proposed MDNR’S budget
for the coming year is a once in a lifetime opportuni-
ty to finally modernize the aging DNR hatcheries and
other infrastructure along with replacing the fifty four
year old Research Vessel, the R/V Steelhead. These
improvements will increase efficiency and productivity
along with reducing energy costs. Comprehensive up-
grades to the six hatcheries and survey equipment have
not been done in decades. An overview of the pro-
posed improvements are covered in a separate article.

The budget recommendations will be reviewed
by both the State House and Senate Appropriation
Committees. The House Appropriation Committee is
chaired by Representative Tom Albert and the Senate
Appropriations Committee is Chaired by Jim Stamas.
You are encouraged to contact your state legislators to
support the proposed budget and submit comments to
both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees.
Both committees will be scheduling hearings to review
the budget so for your convenience, links are included
below for you to be notified of future Appropriation
Committee hearings. Also for your convenience, are
links (QR codes) to contact information for the State
Senators and Representatives. E

Contact information
of Michigan State Senators

of Michigan State Representatives
https://www house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives

Appropriations Home Page, see bottom
left to email subscribe to hearing notices
https://committees.senate . michigan.gov/details?com

E4FE

% Link to Michigan House

; Appropr1at1ons Home Page, see bottom
e right to email subscribe to hearing notices
= https://www.house.mi.gov/Committee/ APPR
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“Merckel”
Continued from page 2

one of Ken’s fishing bud-
dies mused, “I will always
remember Ken as hard
charging and passionate
in his desire to improve
fishing opportunities in
the Great Lakes. He was
always full of ideas, will-
ing to push them, but also
willing to listen and discuss
the complexities. His gruff
exterior was just that — once
you got to know him, his
love of fishing and family,
especially Lenore, showed
through more than any-
thing.”

As I spoke with Marc
and John about our indi-
vidual relationships with
Ken, we were delighted to
realize one commonality
in our recollections: most
of the calls Ken made to us
were while he had a patient
in his chair! What a testa-
ment to his dedication that
in his few “free” moments
between teeth drilling and
repairs, Ken was thinking
about the Great Lakes. So,
to Ken’s former patients,
thank you for tolerating
a few extra minutes with
your dentist for the good of

ties’ experiences.

John Dettmers, direc-
tor of fishery management
at the Commission and

sion will miss Ken dearly.
He leaves a lasting legacy
within our organization and
with us as individuals.
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Event Calendar Disclaimer:

Please visit your chapter website for the latest status on the activities listed. Many events are being postponed or canceled due to COVID restrictions.
Call, text or email any additional questions or need for direction.

2022 Battle Creek Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

2022 Holland Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Location

March 5 ST.JOE CHAPTER CHALLENGE SAND BAR

March 19 KALAMAZOO RIVER SPRING STEELHEAD ALLEGAN DAM

May 21 LAKE MICHIGAN SPRING TOURNAMENT BENTON HARBOR/SH
June 3-4 CONNIE McGOWEN INVITATIONAL LAKE ERIE DBBC
July 16 ORTAGE LAKE PANFISH/FAMILY PICNIC PORTAGE LAKE
August 6 LAKE MICHIGAN MEMORIAL SOUTH HAVEN
August 20 VETERANS OUTING SOUTH HAVEN

October 29 KALAMAZOO RIVER SALMON SLAM
KALAMAZOO TROUT QUEST
KALAMAZOO RIVER MEMORIAL
ST.JOE RIVER FALL STEELHEAD
ST.JOE RIVER CHAPTER CHALLENGE

CHRISTMAS PARTY

ALLEGAN DAM
ALLEGAN DAM
ALLEGAN DAM

1-94 BOAT RAMP
BABES LOUNGE
KALAMAZOO EAGLES

November 12
November 19
November 26
December 3

December 10

Meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Meeting
Meeting Location: Travelers Cafe and Pub, 5225 Portage Rd. Exit 78 off 1-94.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
River Tournament - Joe Foy at 269-303-1894 |/ Lake Tournament - Dan Foster at 269-370-3693
battlecreeksteelheaders.com

2022 Grand Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Contact Info

April TBD  Members Meeting
June 2
June 3-5
July 29 - Aug 11

Bill Rogers Memorial Tournament
Grand Haven Offshore Challenge
Weeklong Plus Tournament

August 6
August 11

Chapter Challenge Tournament
Chapter Picnic

September 9 Sportsman For Youth Day

December 1 Christmas Party

Other Events TBD
For information on these events and other information on the Grand Haven Steelheaders
contact GHS President and State Director Paul Zelenka at pbzfarms@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

Month Date Event

March 7 Board Meeting

March 26 Annual Banquet

April 4 Board Meeting

May 2 Board Meeting

May 17 Tuesday Night Fishing League Begins
May 19 Membership Meeting

May 21 Spring Challenge

June 6 Board Meeting

June 1" All Species Tourney

June 25 Kids n Kings

July 9 Fishing with Veterans

July " Board Meeting

July 21 Membership Meeting

July 23 Summer Challenge

July 29-31 Big Red Classic

August 1 Board Meeting

August 13 Ladies Tournament

August 23 Tuesday Night Fishing League Final Night

September 12
October 3

Board Meeting
Board Meeting
November 5 River Tournament
November 7 Board Meeting
December 1 Membership Meeting
December 3 River Tournament
December 5 Board Meeting

Board meetings held at: TBD Locations
General Membership: Bayshore Yacht Club at the Yacht Basin Marina
Doors open at 6 pm., Dinner at 7 pm, speaker to follow

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, or call Jeremy Erdman 616-510-9405,
or email Steve Weatherwax at Waxer1221@ Yahoo.com

2022 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

2022 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information

March 7 Board Meeting

March 10-13 Ultimate Sports Show at DeVos Place
March 19 Club Spring Outing

March 29 Membership Meeting

April 4 Board Meeting

April 25 Membership Meeting

May 2 Board Meeting

May 23 Membership Meeting

June 6 Board Meeting

June 27 Membership Meeting

July 1 Board Meeting

July b Membership Picnic at Millennium Park
August 1 Board Meeting

August 6 GR/GH Chapter Challenge

August 29 Membership Meeting

September 12 Board Meeting
September 26
October 3

October 31

Membership Meeting
Board Meeting
Membership Meeting

November 5 Chapter Fall Fishing Event

November 7 Board Meeting

November 28 Membership Meeting

December 5 Board Meeting

23

December Christmas Party

STC* = Date subject to change. Please watch newsletter or facebook page.
** = Members and Family Only. (All other events open to the public).
Speakers will be listed in the monthly newsletter, and on facebook.

2022 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Location / Time

ALL EVENTS - TO BE DETERMINED

Membership meetings held at:
3013 Bay City Road, Midland, M| 48642
989-496-3410

Board meetings begin at 7:00pm
Please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the outing whether you plan on attending or not attending.
On the day of the outing, call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72.
Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follows weigh-in on Saturdays only.
Outings: All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.
Children 16 and Under are free. Picnic is $5.00 for everyone.

If interested in fishing with us please contact: Gary Decker at 989-859-7472
Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

Month Date Event Chair / Location

March 1 General Membership Meeting

March 10-13 Novi Boat Show Bob Schulz

March 19 MWS Sports Banquet MWS Board

March 26 | Steelhead Challenge Manistee River/Pier w DS =~ Adam Trenz/Eric Braden
April 5 General Membership Meeting

April 9 New Buffalo Coho Tournament Bob Schulz

April 9 Clinton River Clean Up Jay Labban

April 23 Detroit River/Lake Erie Walleye Robert Grech/Chris Christoph
April 30 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Dave Zawacki/Kirk Traver
May 1 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Marc/Kirk Traver

May 3 General Membership Meeting

May 14 Toledo Beach Walleye Bob Schulz

May 14 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 21 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sat Chris Thompson/Kruszewski
May 22 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sun Brad Allan/Mark Platt

May 28 Pt Moulle’ SM Bass/Walleye Keith Childs

June 4 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Brad Allan

June 4 Lake Erie Brest Bay Walleye Tournament Len Wood

June 4 Sterling St Park SM Bass & Walleye Eric Braden

June 7 General Membership Meeting

June 11 Sterling SP Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

June 1 Grand/South Haven Salmon Pier Event Eric Braden

June 18 Muskie Tourney at lake Hudson Kayak/SB Michelle Braden

June 25 Silver Lake Kayak/SB Keith Childs

July 5 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki
July 9 Tippy Dam Back Water Kayak/SM Eric Braden

July 14 Erieau Tournament — Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 16 Erieau Tournament — Sat. Erieau, Canada Henry Nabors

July 16 Huron River Kayak (Hudson Mills to Dehli) Keith Childs

July 16 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 28 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Thu Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour
July 29 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Fri Marc Traver/Dave Hutton
July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Sat Dave & Kim Zawacki

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament — Sun Marc/Kirk Traver

August 2 General Membership Meeting

August 6 Independence Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

August 13 Salmon Tournament — Manistee — Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton
August 14 Salmon Tournament — Manistee — Sun Marc/Kirk Traver

August 20 Lake Tournament — Frankfort Robert Grech/C Christoph
August 21 Salmon Tournament — Frankfort Bill Dodge/C Christoph

September 6 General Membership Meeting

Adam Trenz River Chair/Eric
Braden

September 10 Manistee River & Pier Tournaments

September 17 Muskegon Kayak/SB Salmon Eric Braden

Metro West calendar continued on page 15



2022 Metro West - Livonia ...continued

Month Date Event Chair
September 19 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2023 Calendar Mtg Kelley/Adam T/ River Chair/Nabors/
Zawacki

September 24 Manistee River Tournaments Fabian Sepulveda

October 4 General Membership Meeting

November 1 General Membership Meeting

November 5 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/Adam Trenz|
November 19 PM River Tournament Marc Traver/Adam Trenz

December 6 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

December 10 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road
WERB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248-225 4964.

Contact: President Eric Braden, esbraden630@gmail.com, 419-344-2541
Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

March/April 2022

Join a Chapter, Join the Fun!

For more information,
contact your Chapter Membership Director
or mssfamembership@charter.net

mssfa.org

We'll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!
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2022 South Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event

March 17 Best Chance Fishing Seminar South Haven Moose Lodge

March 17 Membership Meeting

April 21 Lake Michigan Fisheries Workshop South Haven Moose Lodge

April 21 Southern Lake Michigan Fisheries Workshop - Dr. Dan O’Keefe presenting
May 12 *prior to SHS Pro/Am — Membership meeting and set up for Captain’s Meeting
May 13 South Haven Pro Am Tournament Captains Meeting - South Haven Moose Lodge
May 14-15 South Haven Pro Am Tournament

May 28 Erle Morris Tournament & So. Haven Chapter Picnic - River Bend Boat Club
June 1" South Haven Steelheaders Ladies Tournament

June 16 Membership Meeting

July 21 Membership Meeting

August 1" Membership Meeting *Prior to the Annual Fish Boil

August 13 SHS Fish Boil (Blueberry Festival - August 12-14th)

August 20 SHS Operation Injured Soldaier/SH Salute to Veterans

September 15
October 20

Membership Meeting

Membership Meeting - and Board meeting to finalize next year’s events and set calendar
November 2 2023 Pro Am Tournament Committee Kick-off meeting
November 17 Membership Meeting - and Board Meeting to finalize budget and calendar
November 26 SHS River Tournament Invitational (must be a member to participate)
December

Dec 10

No membership meeting in lieu of Holiday Party
South Haven Steelheaders Holiday Party 2022

Membership Meetings Held at 7 pm at: South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 East Wells Street, South Haven, Ml 4904
For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

2022 Thunderbay Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Time Information

March 5 4:00pm Annual Meeting/Dinner
April 4 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

May 2 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

May 14 6:00am Alpena Tournament
June " 6:00am Presque Isle tournament
June 25-26 6:00am Presque Isle tournament
July 1 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

August 8 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

August 27 Rogers City Tournament
September 5 7:00pm Monthly Meeting
October 3 7:00pm Monthly Meeting
November 7 7:00pm Monthly Meeting
December 5 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

Contact Dan Bouchard at dan-bouchard@hotmail.com for inquiries.

2022 White River Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Time Event information Location

Note: All meetings will be held at 6:30 pm at the VFW, any changes in location will be decided a couple of days befor
the meeting. — Any questions or to verify dates/times please call Clint Pollock at (231) 893-0210 or Terry Clark at (231

893-6805.
March 3 6:30 Member meeting VFW
April 7 6:30 Member meeting VFW
May 5 6:30 Member meeting VFW
June 2 6:30 Member meeting VFW
July 7 6:30 Member meeting VFW
August 4 6:30 Member meeting VFW
September 8 6:30 Member meeting VFW
October 6 6:30 Member meeting VFW
November 3 6:30 Member meeting VFW
December 1 6:30 Member meeting VFW

2022 Southwest MI Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Information

Membership meetings and board meeting are held the second Thursday of each month but we are still determining
our schedule for 2022 due to the lingering effects of covid. Please check online for the latest information.
www.swmisteelheaders.com
www.facebook.com/southwestmichigansteelheaders

May 5-7 Schu’s Summer Challenge Tournament

June 17-18  Trolling with the Troops

Decemberr 3 33rd Annual Winter Challenge Tournament

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor Ml 49022
Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM, Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM
Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2022 TCAS Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event

All events are TBD

TCAS meets the first Wednesday of each month except July (Cherry Festival) and December (Christmas Party)
Meetings begin at 7 pm at the Traverse City Senior Center, 801 Front St., next door to the Maritime Academy.

2022 Thumb Chapter Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

Month Date Time Event Location / Information

March 17 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

April 21 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

May 7 6:00AM Can2Can Fishing Tournament  Harbor Beach Marina
Need Workers!

May 19 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

June 11

June 16 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

July 21 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

August 18 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

August TBD 2:00 Pig Roast Harbor Beach VFW Hall

September 15 7:30pm Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

October 20 7:30pm Regular Meeting, Election of Board/Officers - Ubly Foxhunters

Novmber

December

Contact Scott Stanke at 989-553-0972 for inquiries.

Church Tackle Co:

Locking Arm
easy to open &close

Mini Lock-Jaw Cli

Adjustment
Screw
This clip may be mini but when it comes to holding power it's Hole for drop weight ' Release

second only to it's big brother, the original Lock-Jaw! or other application Prevention
Holds mono, super braids, power pro, lead core or copper lines ' .
without damaging the line! The Mini Lock-Jaw fits The Walleye Board

TX-44, TX-22, TX-12 & TX-6 planer boards, but we recommend the full size
Lock-Jaw for the TX-44. The Mini Lock-Jaw is designed to fit other side planers
drop weights and works for many other applications.

Part# 40620, 2pk Color - yellow _Replacement Pads part# 40701 6/pk

TX-007 Stern Planer & TX-005 Mini Stern Planer

An all new type of planer!
Available in 2 sizes

ocator holes for

L
23/4” Long x 3/4” Wide attaching
to side-planers

Original Lock-Jaw Mini Lock-Jaw

2y

Effective for all species. Great
for trolling congested areas and for more effective contour
trolling along drop offs, contour lines, reef edges and
weed lines in rivers, lakes or the ocean. Run more lines
off the back of the boat by staggering the Stern Planers.
Run any distance from the boat, yet maintain desired
depth. Easy to attach and remove.

(Pros suggest the ideal distance is a minimum of 200’ behind boat.)

mon

We didn’t invent the planer board, we just perfected it!

A one-stop shop for planer boards, 7 different styles
& ALL MADE IN THE USA

The Walleye Board
(10”x 3 %)

TX-44 Super Planer
(14” x4 1/4”)

NEW! Stingray Diving Weight
Unique error-proof design allows anglers to put more fish
FlS" FII.I.E'I' & WE K"lFE in the boat! Water strikes top surface, forcing Stingray
The only knife of it’s type, makes filleting a breeze even downward A flsh on forces the nose upward & Stlnqrav

for beginners. Once you use this knife you won’t go . .
fishing without it! to the surface. Unpainted or painted
2 snaps for each weight included

New Style Fillet Knife

Size #3-2.7 0z

The unique handle & flat blade makes it possible to work in the Size#1 -.7 0z Size #2-1.4 0z
middle of the table or any flat surface no need to be at the edge of
the table or using a block. Comes with blade protector for storage. &

#40300 unpainted| #40303 unpainted

e

P

(Blade made of high quality 440C stainless & carbon steel heat treated)

£ 4

#40302 black

#40304 orange #40306 chartreuse
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FIND ALL OF YOUR

www.FishUSA.com | 800.922.1219




