
By James Proffitt
GreatLakesNow.org

While schools and 
non-essential businesses 
are all closed to some ex-
tent by various governors’ 
orders, the outdoors is still 
open and early spring fish-
ing is a great way to get out 
of the house and grab some 
fun, fresh air and of course 
some fish.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeW-
ine ordered all bars and 
restaurants to close more 
than two weeks ago, and 
on Monday he also ordered 
Ohioans to stay home and 
remain home unless abso-
lutely necessary.

Residents are allowed 
to grocery shop, make med-
ical appointments, travel to 
and from work at essential 
businesses and engage in 
other “essential” activities, 
which includes going out-
doors and getting exercise.

It’s the same in most of 
the Great Lakes region.

“Our governor did is-
sue a stay at home order, 
but under that order you’re 
still able to go outside and 
engage in activities,” said 
John Pepin, deputy public 
information officer with 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources. “And 
fishing is one of those ac-
tivities.”

Pepin recommends 
proper social distancing, of 
course, and being mindful 
of others’ health and wel-
fare. On streams and banks, 
that would require being at 
least a fishing rod’s length 
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Michigan Coronavirus 
Prevention Measures 
Could Mean Fewer 
Fish In Years Ahead

By Joe Boomgaard
MiBiz.com

A series of measures in-
tended to curb the spread of 
the coronavirus could have 
implications for Michi-
gan’s recreational fishery in 
the coming years. 

As a result of Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-
home order and general so-
cial distancing guidelines, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources had to cancel its 
spring egg-take operations 
that supply stock for its fish 
hatcheries. In particular, 
the move affects hatcheries 
that raise prized game fish 
species including walleye, 
muskellunge and steelhead, 
a variety of rainbow trout 
that provides a sport fishery 
in both the Great Lakes and 
many tributaries across the 
state.

As a result, the DNR 
hatcheries will be left with-
out a hatchery year class 
of those species, said Jay 

Wesley, the agency’s Lake 
Michigan Basin Coordina-
tor. 

That lack of a year class 
could affect the quality of 
Michigan’s $2.3 billion 
recreational fishing indus-
try over the next two to 
three years or so. 

“As much as I’m dis-
traught that this had to oc-
cur, I don’t believe that the 
ecosystem is going to crash 
as a result,” said Dennis 
Eade, executive director of 
the Michigan Steelhead and 
Salmon Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation, commonly known 
as the Michigan Steelhead-
ers. “It will reduce the size 
of the runs coming back 
to rivers in 2-3 years, but 
I don’t think we’re going 
to be dramatically harmed 
by the decisions that were 
made.”

Wesley said about two-
thirds of the DNR’s staff 

COVID-19 Catches:
Social Distancing 

Doesn’t Stop Great 
Lakes Fishing

Conservation Efforts
From The Past Are Creating A Booming 
Fishing Economy In The Saginaw Bay

By Kaitlyn Farley
Route Bay City
secondwavemedia.com/
baycity/

Just a few years ago, 
very few walleye swam 
through the Saginaw Bay 
and Saginaw River. Now, 
the Great Lakes Bay Re-
gion is one of the premier 
walleye fishing destina-
tions in the nation.

The Saginaw Bay is 
now the “walleye factory 
of Lake Huron,” said Mi-

chael Kelly, director of the 
Saginaw Bay Watershed 
Initiative Network, one of 
The Conservation Fund’s 
longest-running watershed 
restoration and sustainabil-
ity programs.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es estimates the Saginaw 
Bay’s recreational fishery 
economic worth at $30 mil-
lion.

Brett Hartford
and his 16 pound steelie.

Lake Michigan
Big Fish Mystery

By Jim Bedford

Most anglers that fished 
Lake Michigan last summer 
and its tributaries this past 
fall would agree that num-
bers of salmon and steel-
head were well down but 
there were a bunch of fish 
that were larger than aver-
age.  This was especially 
true for chinook salmon in 
the lake and steelhead and 
chinook in the tributaries.  
It is a good bet that taxi-
dermists that specialize in 
fish have been very busy 
mounting these trophies.

I was fishing with Brett 
Hartford, a former student 
in my community college 
angling class and now a 
good friend and regular riv-
er fishing partner, this past 

December.  As usual we 
fished adjacent stretches of 
stream, spotting the car be-
tween us.  When we met up 
at the end of the day I could 
tell that Brett was really ex-
cited.  He had landed a 17.5 
pound male steelhead, his 
personal best (see photos).  
Maybe even more impres-
sive, he had put three oth-
er steelhead in his net and 
they were all big.  The aver-
age size of his catch was 15 
pounds and also included a 
16 pounder.  I also hooked 
four steelhead but only 
landed two and, of course, 
the big one got away.  I 
searched my records of 

“Mystery”
Continued on page 2

“Michigan”
Continued on page 3

Edward Clements, who
has been fishing in this 
area for 40 years, says
he has seen more and
more anglers interested in 
opportunities in this region.

“Conservation”
Continued on page 8

“COVID”
Continued on page 10
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• SCII graphite and linear S-glass 
construction

• Kigan Master Hand 3D guides featuring 
slim, strong aluminum-oxide rings with 
black frames

• Fuji TCS reel seat/black hood
• Premium-grade EVA handle
• Kigan hook-keeper
• Two coats of Flex Coat slow-cure finish
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Holland, Michigan
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Prince Foundation

Real-time Scoring!      
 Friday Womens Tourney!
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50 plus years of hardcore 
Michigan steelhead fishing 
and could not find a day 
where my best four steel-
head weighed 60 pounds.  
Once, I did make the 15 
pound average with three 
steelhead that weighed a 
little over 46 pounds.  But 
it should be noted that that 
included my Michigan best 
steelhead, 21.3 pounds on a 
certified scale.  This special 
day for me was “only” 36 
years ago.

Big fish were showing 
up on the Internet all sum-

mer and fall.  A long time 
fishing friend landed a 35 
pound king in the Manist-
ee River, another personal 
best.  It certainly won’t be a 
surprise if a record number 
of chinook and steelhead 
end up in the DNR’s mas-
ter angler rolls for 2019.  
While my best fall steel-
head was “only” 16 pounds 
I have noticed that the large 
steelhead always seem to 
be either extra “girthy” or 
“tall” or both.  I also no-
ticed that steelhead num-
bers appear to be well down 
in the streams that I fish.

This situation seemed 
to continue through the 

spring season although the 
steelhead were not quite 
as heavy and the numbers 
were not as depressed.  
Of, course there is a good 
reason for the somewhat 
smaller weight.  These fish 
don’t feed much in the lake 
when the water gets cold 
and those that ran the riv-
ers in the fall rarely feed at 
all while burning calories 
swimming upstream.  The 
conversion of body fat and 
other nutrients to eggs and 
milt is not 100% efficient 
so weight is lost during 
this lengthy process.  And. 
of course, lots of energy is 
expended when spawning 

along with the obvious loss 
of the weight of eggs and 
milt.

While all these big fish 
have been landed, the news 
from the research fisheries 
biologists is that scientific 
surveys of Lake Michigan 
show that the lake wide ale-
wife population is still way 
down from the long time 
average.  And the quagga 
mussel population is still 
way up and growing.  The 
increasing clarity of the 
lake shows that the mussels 
are still taking a big bite 
out the plankton population 
which is the principal food 
source for alewives.  We 
also know that the salmo-
nids grow best when their 
main diet is made up of ale-
wives.

At the Lake Michigan 
Citizen Fisheries Advi-
sory Committee meeting 
last fall many captains 
reported frequently see-
ing “balls of baitfish” on 
their sonar screens and 
expressed doubt that the 
alewife population could 
be as depressed as the re-
search data seems to indi-
cate.  But they also report-
ed that their salmon catch 
rates were down and stated 
their desire for increasing 
stocking.  I am pretty sure 
that planting more fish will 
not be the answer with the 
overall limited forage base.

The mystery or enig-
ma of our Lake Michi-
gan fishery is how we can 

“Mystery”
Continued on page 10

Brett Hartford and his 17.5 pound steelie.

“Mystery”
Continued from page 1
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P l a n  y o u r  s t a y  a t  S O U T H H AV E N . O R G

Fall hook, line, and sinker for South Haven. With some of the best sport fishing in 
Michigan, South Haven is known for King Salmon, Coho Salmon, Lake Trout, Brown 
Trout, Perch, and more! Located right on Lake Michigan and the Black River, you 
can enjoy the lake on your boat, or rent a charter to enjoy a long weekend. Plus, find 
family-friendly fun at our beaches, shopping, dining, and bustling harbor! 
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The Michigan Department of Natural Resources suspended all egg-take operations for prized game fish like 
steelhead, walleye and muskellunge, which means hatcheries will go without a year class of the species. Above, 

angler Chris Schnell of Portage shows off a steelhead. MIBIZ PHOTO: Joe Boomgaard

“Michigan”
Continued from page 1

are working from home, 
with only hatchery person-
nel considered as essential 
under the state’s stay-home 
order. That limited person-
nel, coupled with social 
distancing guidelines that 
recommend people remain 
6 feet apart at all times, led 
the DNR to call off egg-take 
operations for steelhead at 
the Little Manistee River 
Weir near Manistee, as well 
as for walleye on the Mus-
kegon River near Newaygo 
and on Little Bay De Noc in 
the Upper Peninsula. 

In the case of the Little 
Manistee River, the weir 
— a low-head dam where 
grates are lowered in place 
to block the passage of fish 
— was reopened on March 
30 to allow all steelhead to 
migrate up the river. Sec-
tions of the river opened to 
fishing April 1. 

“Having those fish go 
upriver and spawn is im-
portant because that’s our 

future broodstock,” Wesley 
said. 

Nearly all hatchery 
steelhead stocked in Mich-
igan waters originate from 
eggs harvested from the 
Little Manistee River. The 
remainder are a strain of 
steelhead called Skamania 
that are planted in the Man-
istee River near Wellston. 
The Skamania strain, which 
run up the Manistee River 
in the summer as opposed 
to the fall or winter for 
most Michigan steelhead, 
are sourced in a trade with 
Indiana’s fisheries division. 

Wesley said that trade 
was cancelled this year, 
meaning the Manistee Riv-
er will not get a plant of 
Skamania steelhead. He 
said the DNR adjusted its 
stocking by planting addi-
tional Michigan hatchery 
steelhead in the St. Joseph 
River, which flows through 
Southwestern Michigan 
and into Indiana. 

While the DNR’s ac-
tions with steelhead are 
“certainly not desirable 

(and) likely to be felt neg-
atively in some places in 
the future,” Michigan Trout 
Unlimited Executive Direc-
tor Bryan Burroughs hopes 
the state “can learn some-
thing valuable from it.”

“Perhaps the upside, 
long term, is a better under-
standing of where we are 
at with wild fisheries, their 
capacity, and better under-
standing of just how im-
portant it is to stock certain 
ones,” Burroughs said in an 
email to MiBiz. “While the 
downsides are real, perhaps 
in 5 years or so, maybe this 
along with other research 
might help focus steelhead 
management further.  I can 
only hope for the upsides of 
them having to do this.” 

Mitigation efforts
Currently, the DNR has 

no backup plan to source 
eggs or hatchery stock from 
another location. 

“We’ll have to figure 
out if we can do something 
like that,” Wesley said. 
“On Lake Michigan, we 

have predator caps, and we 
mix and match species to 
stay within that cap, so we 
could stock extra chinook 
salmon. There are ways we 
could mitigate (the lack of a 
year class of steelhead).

“One thing with steel-
head is that some of our riv-
ers are not stocked and get 
100-percent wild runs, and 
where we do stock, about 
30 percent of the runs are a 
result of natural reproduc-
tion. Every run also has fish 
from age 2-6, so there will 
still be some year classes 
available. … We often see 
year-class failure because 
of lake conditions or riv-
er conditions. Yes, this is 
widespread, but a lot of 
these rivers have poor year 
classes anyway. Nature 
adjusts and we might not 
even notice a missing year 
class.”

Other fish stocking ad-
justments took place at the 
federal level, Wesley said. 
In recent years, the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service has 
had good results stocking 

native lake trout at vari-
ous mid-lake reefs in Lake 
Michigan by using its ves-
sel, the Spencer F. Baird, to 
transport the fish for plant-
ing. Given the coronavirus 
mitigation measures, using 
the Baird was not an option 
this year, so the USFWS 
instead opted to stock the 
lake trout plants at the port 
closest to the reefs, albeit 
miles away from their in-
tended locations. 

The DNR also has had 
to put on hold its annual 
survey efforts during the 
course of the stay-home 
order, Wesley said. Typ-
ically, the agency starts 
conducting creel surveys 
in April that help estimate 
fish harvest and catch rates 
on the Great Lakes, as well 
as conducts a spring lake 
trout population survey. It 
also called off various in-
land lake studies across the 
state. 

Michigan United Con-
servation Clubs, the state’s 
largest conservation orga-
nization, said it was “disap-
pointed” in the cancellation 
of the spring egg-take op-
erations while “we simul-
taneously understand the 
challenges that come with 
a mandated stay at home 
order for non-essential 
business,” Ian FitzGerald, 
policy and special events 
assistant at MUCC, said in 
an email to MiBiz. 

“Ultimately, it is the de-
partment’s responsibility, 
and in their best interest, to 
protect the health of their 
employees,” FitzGerald 
said. 

According to Wesley, 
reactions to the DNR’s ef-
forts have been a study in 
“polar opposites.”

“Some people are re-
ally accepting and appre-
ciate what we’re trying 
to do given the circum-
stances, and then you have 
some people saying ridic-
ulous things like the DNR 
doesn’t like steelhead or it 
was done to save money 
or that they’d volunteer to 
do the egg take and get it 
done,” Wesley said. “Some 
people are throwing out all 
kinds of nasty stuff, and 
it’s been tough on certain 
members of our staff.”

Get outdoors
One silver lining result-

ing from the recent crisis 
has been the number of peo-
ple across the state who are 
getting out fishing, Wesley 
said. The stay-home order 
allows only essential peo-
ple to leave home to go to 
work, but makes an excep-
tion for people to leave for 
recreational purposes, in-
cluding fishing. 

“It’s crazy: We have 
more people fishing right 
now than we’ve had in 
years,” he said. “We just 
need people to remember 
to spread out.” 

That lack of adherence 
to social distancing guide-
lines led the state to shut 
down the popular Tippy 
Dam Recreation Area on 
the Manistee River, where 
anglers flock every spring 
to try for steelhead on their 
spawning run. The site is 
closed until further notice, 
with violations resulting in 
civil infractions and fines 
up to $500.

Wesley said DNR con-
servation officers continue 
to monitor heavy-use sites 
around the state and give 
warnings when people are 
not practicing proper so-
cial distancing, although 
they often “bunch back up” 
soon afterward. 

“Then you get people 
taking pictures of all these 
people not following the 
guidelines and they send it 
to politicians telling them 
to do something about it. 
And then we get political 
pressure to stop all fish-
ing,” Wesley said. 

Other states that have 
instituted stay-home orders 
have restricted sport fish-
ing. For example, Wash-
ington banned all fishing 
activity during its order, 
and the state of Illinois 
closed all of its Department 
of Natural Resources ac-
cess points to fishing. 

Wesley said the goal is 
to avoid having those sce-
narios play out in Mich-
igan, but keeping fishing 
open requires people to 
comply with state orders. 

“We’re doing our best 
to get people to spread out, 
but it’s really a waste of 
first responder resources,” 
Wesley said.

Pain ahead?
Another step taken as 

a result of the coronavirus 
also affected a key proj-
ect that aims to protect 
the Great Lakes from the 
spread of invasive species.

In a move supported 
by a bipartisan coalition 
of state Legislative lead-
ers, Whitmer also used 
line-item veto powers in a 
supplemental budget bill 
to direct $150 million to 
the coronavirus response. 
That included an $8 mil-
lion budget item to support 
a beefed up barrier to block 
Asian carp at the Brandon 
Road Lock and Dam near 
Joliet, Ill. 

The funds would have 
gone toward Illinois’ share 
of state matching funds 
needed for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to con-
duct a preliminary analysis 
and scoping of the project. 

“Michigan”
Continued on page 16
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MSSFA PRESIDENT
Tim Stegeman

Tim Stegeman, President
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

Asian Carp or 
Covid-19?  Which impacts 
you more?  I think the an-
swer is obvious, but it isn’t 
a choice of one or the other, 
they both need to be dealt 
with.

The Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act was 
passed and along with it 
some major budget chang-
es at the state and federal 
levels.  We now will ex-
perience the failure of the 
federal government since 
the 1980’s to fully fund the 
prevention efforts of keep-

ing Asian carp out of the 
Great Lakes and specifical-
ly enhancing the barriers at 
the Brandon Road lock and 
Dam in Illinois.  As a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic 
Michigan rescinded eight 
million dollars in matching 
funding for the completion 
of the engineering plans.  
Commercial fishers re-
moved an alarming 1.5 mil-
lion pounds of big head and 
silver carp out of the Chica-
go Waterway System as a 
result of control measures 
in 2019.  The work needs to 
begin now if we are going 

to be successful in prevent-
ing Asian carp from getting 
into the Great Lakes.  At the 
current rate the Army Corp 
of Engineers are looking at 
2027 as expected date for 
completion.  This is not ac-
ceptable.

Covid-19 on the other 
hand has received lightning 
action from our state and 
federal government with the 
usual partisan fan-fare that 
is better suited discussion in 
another forum.  However, 
and related to that fanfare,  
we have been receiving 
communications asking to 

pressure local, state and 
federal authorities to less-
en restrictions especially 
when it comes to allowing 
anglers to get back on the 
water in motorized boats.  
I don’t need to tell you that 
the MSSFA prides itself on 
supporting decisions based 
on science for the health of 
the fishery.  Therefore and 
by extension our position is 
the same for human health.  
Our helath is not something 
to gamble with.  One unfor-
tunate example is that fel-
low Stealheader and Battle 
Creek chapter Membership 
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Chair David Shingledeck, 
aged 49 just succumbed to 
Covid-19.  That really hits 
home and that is why, the 
Michigan Steelhead and 
Salmon Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation fully supports the 
closures and restrictions 
being implemented to slow 
and shorten the spread of 
Covid-19.  

Moving forward, The 
governor, legislators and 
their staffs need to go to 
work and make common 
sense, non-partisan revi-
sions to the new stay-at-
home order that makes 
health the top priority while 
recognizing different ge-
ography, different business 
types, and responsible dis-
tancing when recreating.  
Restricting the number of 

anglers in a motor boat is 
common sense and limiting 
the number of boats able to 
access a boat launch site at 
one time also accommo-
dates anglers.  We don’t 
need any more excuses of 
why we can’t do this or that.  
We need the plan we are all 
going to abide by of what is 
safe and unsafe to go back 
to normalcy.  Being shut-in 
is not a viable plan.

The new normal is go-
ing to require all of us to 
change our mind-set and 
adopt more rigorous pro-
tocols to prevent Covid-19 
from continuing to endan-
ger our fellow citizens or 
the disease returning once 
the pandemic has subsided.

 

Trout Tournament Dinner May 2nd • Castle Farms, Charlevoix 
Doors open at 5:30 - Buffet Dinner $30 person (package deals available) 

Catered by Matter of Taste  
 Appetizers • Prime Rib • Chicken Chardonnay • Baked Potato Bar • Ice Cream Bar  

Brown Trout • Salmon • Steelhead • Lake Trout • Walleye 
Over $17,500 Cash & Prizes!! 

Registration: June 10th & 11th  
East Park, Downtown Charlevoix 

Entry fees: 
Adult Early Bird by May 24th  $30 

              After May 24th  $35 
Children 14 and younger $10 

 

KKiiddss  FFiisshhiinngg  PPoonndd  
SSaattuurrddaayy  JJuunnee  1133tthh  ffrroomm  1100aamm  ttoo  44ppmm  

EEaasstt  PPaarrkk,,  TTrroouutt  PPoonndd  ••  $$55    

  231-675-7623 or 231-330-0867 more info  
Register online   www.fishcharlevoix.com 

36th Annual 
Charlevoix Area Trout Tournament 

June 12•13•14, 2020 
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During this time of eco-
nomic lock down and “stay 
at home” executive orders, 
I wish I could share some 
good news about the sport 
fishing season other than, 
if you are a stream angler, 
(without a motor boat), 
you’re probably still able 
to get out and chase steel-
head.  The rest of us are 
stranded in place and rel-
egated to using Zoom and 
conference calls to stay on 
top of developments that 
will seriously impact our 
sport fishery. 

The consent decree ne-
gotiations, or lack there-
of, are evoking images of 
what may happen if we 
are unsuccessful in get-
ting an agreement with the 
five tribes by the deadline 
of August 8, 2020.  At the 
very least we need the 
State to file for an exten-
sion of the decree through 
the end of the year. With-

out an agreement that de-
scribes the tribal rights and 
describes how the State and 
tribes will cooperatively al-
locate and manage the fish-
eries resources in the tribal 
waters, we regress to a time 
when gill nets killed thou-
sands of fish indiscrimi-
nately and threatened the 
very existence of a sport 
fishery in the 1836 Treaty 
Waters. 

What we do know is that 
a mediator has been select-
ed.  Former Michigan Su-
preme Court Justice, Mike 
Cavanaugh has been tasked 
with the job and comes to 
the negotiations with ex-
ceptional credentials.  Our 
coalition partners, CPMR, 
submitted a brief on behalf 
of sport fishers that puts 
forth a strong argument for 
“constructive involvement 
in the mediation process, 
using its experience and 
expertise to help the parties 

reach an equitable alloca-
tion and reasonable suc-
cessor decree.”  The brief 
concludes by stressing the 
importance of “any succes-
sor decree must conform 
to the principles provided 
within the brief to avoid 
social conflict, resentment, 
and noncompliance with a 
successor decree.”  

The commercial fish-
ing bills have stalled in the 
senate.  The Natural Re-
sources Committee chair, 
Senator Ed McBroom, who 
is on record as sponsoring 
opposing bills offered by 
commercial fishing propo-
nents, has decided not to 
hold hearings but instead 
meet independently with 
the groups supporting the 
legislation to see if he can 
detect ways to break their 
collective support for the 
bills.  He is advocating for 
special research permits 
for commercial fishers in 
Lake Superior to target lake 
trout.  Well, that is not go-
ing to happen.  The sport 
fishing community stands 
united in support for the 
bills as passed by a 70% 
margin in the House.  Giv-
en the postponement of 
senate gatherings because 

of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and “Stay at Home” exec-
utive orders, we don’t see 
these bills coming to the 
floor this year.

Still no response from 
Preston D. Cole, Secretary 
of Wisconsin’s Natural Re-
sources Board on his deci-
sion to disregard the agreed 
upon system of stocking by 
the Lake Michigan Techni-
cal Committee.  The Great 
Lakes Fish Commission’s 
Committee of Advisors, 
both the U.S. Commit-
tee and now the Canadian 
Committee, have sent let-
ters to Cole emphasizing 
the extreme importance of 
the process and the dan-
gerous precedent it sets 
to disregard science when 
managing the Great Lakes.  
Cole has chosen not to re-
spond.  

The onset of Covid-19 
has caused concern for ad-
equately treating the sourc-
es of lamprey reproduction 
in the Great Lakes.  The 
health and safety of the 
technicians is paramount so 
the earliest we can expect 
the treatment sessions to 
resume is in June and July 
and then only the larger 
rivers which have been the 

major sources of the lam-
prey reproduction. 

Cormorant Regulations 
are expected to be issued by 
the U.S.F.W.S. by year end.  
Public meetings have been 
conducted and 1,400 com-
ments received.  A new en-
vironmental impact state-
ment is to be promulgated 
soon and a deliberative pro-
cess is going forward to 
offer the opportunity to 
mitigate the number of cor-
morants with a commercial 
harvest of up to fifty birds 
per permit.  The legislation 
is drafted but held up in de-
liberation.

It is the season of re-
newal and renewing your 
membership in the Michi-
gan Steelhead and Salmon 

Fishermen’s Association is 
more important than ever if 
we are to preserve our sport 
fishing heritage.  Please 
renew your membership 
and keep MSSFA a strong 
voice for the preservation 
of our sport.  Our board of 
directors has not been able 
to meet since February and 
the presidents meeting had 
to be postponed until Oc-
tober. Tournaments have 
been cancelled, activities 
altered, and access restrict-
ed.  Many chapters have 
been impacted financially 
and now we have to adapt 
and find new ways to pro-
tect, promote and enhance 
sport fishing.  
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Executive Director
Dennis Eade
616-298-8842
deneade@charter.net

Membership
Deb Shephard
269-655-4704
mssfamembership@charter.net

Battle Creek
Dave Middleton, President
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

Mark Spann, Director
269-207-6411
mark_spann@yahoo.com

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

Grand Haven
Paul Zelenka, President
                    and State Director
616-638-3273
pbzfarms@gmail.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com

Grand Rapids
Don Remington, President
                    and State Director
616-742-0238
donremington99@yahoo.com

Bob Strek, VP/Treasurer
                    and Alternate Director
616-723-1268
rstrek@aol.com

facebook.com/Michigan Steelheaders 
(Grand Rapids Chapter)

Great Lakes Bay Region
Mark Trudell, President
989-839-4920
kathy@steel-headers.com

Vicki Decker, Director
989-859-7472

John Moore, Alternate Director
989-642-5721 

facebook.com/Great Lakes Bay Region 
Steelheaders

Website: http://steel-headers.com

Holland
Steve Weatherwax, President
616-836-3809
Waxer1221@yahoo.com

Brian Eade, Director
616-836-4071
brian.eade@live.com

Website: www.hollandsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Holland Steelheaders

Metro-West - Livonia
Larry Tabaka, President
517-546-2824
LarryTabaka@comcast.net

Roger Hinchcliff, Director
734-657-6535
steelheadmanifesto@gmail.com

Henry Nabors, Membership Dir.
248-225-4964
HHNabors@gmail.com

Website:
www.metroweststeelheaders.org
facebook.com/Metro West Steelheaders

South Haven
Rich Chapman, President
president@southhavensteelheaders.com

Jeff Dehn, Director
269-377-5554
statedirector@southhavensteelheaders.com

Website:
www.southhavensteelheaders.com
facebook.com/South Haven Steelheaders

Southwest Michigan
Jim Marohn, President
269-983-7298
jim.marohn@doubledayoffice.com

Joe Montella, Director
616-283-4296
joe-monte@comcast.net

Website: www.swmisteelheaders.com
facebook.com/Southwestern Steelheaders

Thunder Bay
Dan Bouchard, President
989-255-7350 Cell
dan-bouchard@hotmail.com

Gerry Sickon, Director
734-624-4490
gsickon@ford.com

Thumb Chapter
Scott Stanke, President
989-553-0972
scottstanke@gmail.com

Dr Ken Merckel, State Director
Jack Kelly, Alternate Director
Walter Godzwon, Membership Chair
810-404-5826

Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Thumb Chapter Michigan Steelheaders

Traverse City Area
Joe Cruzen, President
741 Indian Trail Blvd.
Traverse City, MI 49686
248-563-0302

Dave Middleton, State Director
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

facebook.com/Traverse City Area 
Steelheaders
www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org

White River
Clint Pollock, President
231-893-0210
whpollock@netzero.net

Terry Clark, Director
231-730-6628
dadshideout03@yahoo.com

MSSFA was incorporated in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies 
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.

With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland 
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending 
hearings. 

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire 
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSFN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”.
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s 
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to 
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route for all new products and techniques on the market offered by our advertisers.

Traverse
City

Midland

Livonia

Harbor
Beach

Grand
Rapids

Battle
Creek

Grand Haven

Whitehall

Holland

South Haven

Saint Joseph

MSSFA Chapter Locations

Alpena
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The following Chapters accept online payments via Credit Card and/or PayPal.
A PayPal account is not needed-use the option credit card. Note: some Chapters charge a small fee for processing.

Battle Creek www.battlecreeksteelheaders.com/membership  •  Holland www.hollandsteelheaders.org
Metro-West (Livonia) www.metroweststeelheaders.org  •  South Haven www.southhavensteelheaders.com

Southwestern( Saint Joseph) www.swmisteelheaders.com  •  Traverse City www.traversecityareasteelheaders.org

MSSFA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Todays Date:  Payment Method:  Check_____Cash_____Credit Card_____ Check Membership Type Below 

Credit Card Number:                                                                            Renewal:   ________ 

CC Exp Date:                             3-Digit Code:  New Member:  _______ 

Membership Expiration Date:                                      Phone: Associate:________ (list home chapter below) 

Member Name: Home Chapter if Associate: 

Address: Other:  ______ 

City, State, Zip: Payment Amount: 

E-mail: Tribal Negotiation Fund: 

Sponsor (for new member signup only): Total: 

MSSFA State and Chapter Dues (Yearly) 

� Battle Creek      $45.00 
� Grand Haven     $40.00 
� Grand Rapids    $45.00 
� Great Lakes Bay Region  $40.00 
      (Midland) 

� Holland     $40.00 
� Metro West   $40.00  (Livonia) 
� South Haven   $40.00 
� Southwestern  $45.00  (St. Joseph) 
� Thumb   $40.00 (Harbor Beach) 

� Thunder Bay   $40.00  (Alpena) 
� Traverse City   $40.00 
� White River   $40.00   (Whitehall) 
� At Large Membership   $35.00 
� Junior Membership   $5.00 

 

Mail to:      MSSFA   ~~    PO Box 423     ~~     Paw Paw, MI  49079 
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MSSFA State Board of Directors, Officers and Committee Chairs
    Tim Stegeman President tstegg@yahoo.com

    Dennis Eade Executive Director
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee
Legal and Legislative Committee

deneade@charter.net

    John Letts Vice President maintenance@stjohn23.net

    Gerry Sickon Secretary
Lake Erie Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee

gsickon@ford.com

    Joe Montella Treasurer joe.monte@comcast.net

    Brian Eade Legal and Legislative Committee Co-Chair brian.eade@live.com

    Mark Spann Legal and Legislative Committee Co-Chair mark_spann@yahoo.com

    Kenneth Merckel Lake Huron Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee kenmerckel@yahoo.com

    Roger Hinchcliff Streams Committee RHinchcliff@mortgageone.biz

    Deb Shephard Membership Coordinator mssfamembership@charter.net

MSSFA:  It PAYS to belong! Here’s why:

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS

 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020

at MUCC, 2101 Wood Street,
Lansing, MI – 7:00 PM

Wednesday, August 19, 2020
at MUCC, 2101 Wood Street,

Lansing, MI – 7:00 PM

Saturday, October 17, 2020
Presidents’ Meeting

Michigan Historical Library & Museum
701 Kalamazoo St.

Lansing, MI – 10:00 AM

Wednesday, December 16, 2020
at MUCC, 2101 Wood Street,

Lansing, MI – 7:00 PM

Contact Don Remington 616-742-0238
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The fact that the Michi-
gan Department of Natural 
Resources estimates the 
Saginaw Bay’s recreational 
fishery economic worth at 
$30 million is, for Kelley, 
the greatest testament to 
the work of not only his or-
ganization, but also that of 
other conservation-minded 
Michiganders.

“Walleye in the Sagi-
naw Bay were ‘extirpated.’ 
They were nearly extinct, 
so to speak,” he said. “This 
was because of a number 
of factors, including com-
mercial netting and habitat 
changes. The comeback of 
walleye was started by sev-

eral conservation groups, 
including walleye clubs 
working alongside natu-
ral resources groups. They 

released walleye into the 
bay, so the population of 
walleye was augmented by 
walleye that were raised in 

ponds.”
The economic impact 

of fishing goes beyond the 

“Conservation”
Continued from page 1

direct costs associated with 
the sport. Anglers spend 
money in gas stations, 
restaurants, retail stores, 
hotels, campgrounds, boats, 
and bait and tackle shops.

Kelly, who grew up 
near the Kawkawlin Riv-
er, witnessed the change 
during his 40 years of fish-
ing. He recalled growing 
up with few to no walleye 
in the area.

“We fished bass, pike, 
really whatever was bit-
ing,” he said. “In the early 
70s, there weren’t many 
walleye there, so that 
wasn’t really something 
people targeted.”

Edward Clements, who 
has been fishing in this area 
for 40 years, says he has 
seen more and more an-
glers interested in opportu-
nities in this region.

Today, walleye are a 
staple fish that draw anglers 
from all over the Midwest 
to the Great Lakes Bay Re-
gion. “It’s something that 
came along in my lifetime 
that has exploded to be-
come a really important 
fishery and part of the re-
gional economy,” Kelly 
said.

Kelly said this change 
was a direct result of years 
of effort by conservation-
ists to develop this walleye 
population. These groups 
were so successful that be-
ginning in 2004, Kelly said 
walleye were no longer 
planted in Saginaw Bay.

“That’s a naturally re-
producing population there 
right now,” he said. “The 
Saginaw Bay walleye fish-
ery restoration is one of the 
greatest restoration stories 
in Michigan history. It’s re-
ally an amazing thing that 
we have the amazing fish-
ery that we have now, par-
ticularly since it didn’t ex-
ist at all a few years ago.”

Fishing has always been 
an important to the econo-
my and environment in the 
Great Lakes Bay Region. 
Business has boomed, Kel-
ly said, even more after the 
introduction of walleye. In 
fact, because of the wall-
eye’s migration trends, the 
fish from the bay and river 
also help other local Michi-
gan towns and cities.

“It’s an economic boom 
to all of these communities 
along the river,” he said. 
“Later on in the spring, 
these fish will exit the riv-
er. So that becomes an eco-
nomic boom for commu-
nities like Pinconning and 
Essexville that are catering 
to boat fishermen who are 
fishing offshore. It’s a year-
round fishery that contrib-
utes to the economy of cit-

ies along the river and the 
bay.”

Besides walleye, Kelly 
noted there are other great 
local fisheries.

“Walleye really are 
the biggest gamefish these 
days,” he said, “but there 
continues to be a limit-
ed perch population. The 
perch are extraordinarily 
low right now. It may be 
a cyclical event, or it may 
be an angling and netting 
pressure that is on them as 
well.”

Kelly said small mouth 
bass are another popular lo-
cal fishery.

“That’s something that 
is more of a summertime 
fishery,” he said, “but it’s 
been ranked nationally for 
fisheries with small mouth 
bass. It’s really getting to 
have a reputation as a fish-
ery with a wide variety.”

Learn more about ef-
forts to revitalize the lake 
sturgeon population in the 
Saginaw Basin Watershed.

While walleye season 
on the Saginaw River is 
closed now, Edward Clem-
ents said he believes it’s al-
ways a great time to look for 
other fish in this area. The 
Bay City Public Schools 
teacher and Bay City com-
missioner has been fishing 
for over 40 years and says 
he understands exactly why 
the Saginaw Bay Area is a 
top five fishing destination 
in the country.

“The fishing has been 
very consistent over the 
last 10 years here,” he said. 
“There are definitely more 
people fishing than ever 
because the fishing is so 
good.”

Kelly agreed that the 
ability to cast from shore or 
boat to catch walleye and 
other fish in the Saginaw 
Bay Area is “unparalleled” 
anywhere else in the nation.

“It’s an opportunity that 
everyone should go out and 
try,” he said. “See what all 
the excitement is about be-
cause it’s something you 
can’t do anywhere else in 
the country the way you 
can here.”

Like Kelly, Clements 
not only is drawn to fishing 
for the sport, but also for 
the economic impact it has 
on his community.

“Fishing is important 
to me and all other anglers 
because our dollars re-
stored and maintained the 
fishery,” Clements said. 
“Buying a fishing license 
directly sends dollars to 
the fishery. Buying fishing 
tackle, boat and motors 
sends dollars directly to 
the fishery through excise 
taxes created by the Ding-
ell-Johnson Act. The fisher-
ies we have in the state of 
Michigan are directly due 
to sport fishermen through 
license and equipment pur-
chases.”

The Dingell-Johnson 
Act provides federal aid 
to Michigan for managing 
and restoring fisheries. The 
money comes from taxes 
on specific fishing equip-
ment.

“Tourism is so import-
ant to our area,” Clements 
said. “What brings peo-
ple here? The world-class 

Efforts to improve the fisheries in this region contin-
ue. Pollution, climate change, overfishing, and habitat 

destruction all affect the health of fish in the area. Anglers from throughout the Midwest come to the 
Great Lakes Bay Region to fish for walleye both from 

boats and the shoreline.

“Conservation”
Continued on page 9



May/June 2020     Great Lakes Sport Fishing News     Page 9

fishery we have. If this 
fishery is depleted, there 
is no reason to come here. 
I look back 10, 15 years 
ago, and you never saw full 
boat launches, never saw so 
many boats on the Saginaw 
River. Now it is crowded, 
which is good. All of those 
people coming here are 
spending money.”

Clements and Kelly 
cautioned that while the 
current local fishing econo-
my is strong, it is important 
to continue protecting the 
environment.

“Protecting sport fish-
ing rights, conservation of 
fisheries, conservation and 
restoration of habitat and 
fish stocks are more im-
portant than ever before,” 
Clements said. “There are 
enormous pressures on our 
fishery that we must be 
aware of and do all we can 
to counter them. Pollution, 
climate change, commer-

cial overfishing, and habitat 
destruction must be on the 
front burner of local gov-
ernment, state government, 
federal government, and 
conservation clubs.”

Article reprinted with
permission from
Route Bay City:
https://www.second-
wavemedia.com/baycity/
features/conservation-ef-
forts-lead-to-booming-fish-
ing-industry.aspx

Tekota’s legacy of dependability 
continues with the fully redesigned 
Tekota A. The new Tekota is packed 
with Shimano technologies includ-
ing CoreProtect water resistance to 
increase durability, an easy-to-re-
place anti-fogging lens (line-counter 
models), ergonomic S-Compact body 
design, extra-loud clicker and a high-
er gear ratio to retrieve a full 38” of 
line per crank.

500 & 600 
available in 
Right Hand & Left Hand

fish.shimano.com

NEW
Michigan
Shimano
Tekota 
Dealers

Jay’s
- Clare

- Gaylord

Frank’s Great Outdoors
- Linwood

Northwoods
Wholesale Outlet

- Pinconning

Lakeside Fishing
- St. Clair Shores

Fishing Tackle
Grab Bag
- Davison

Hick’s Outdoors
- Clio

Anderson’s Pro Bait
- Port Huron

Capt. Chuck’s
- Ludington

Broadlow’s
Fishing Hole
- St Joseph

Tackle Haven
- Benton Harbor

Clear H2O Tackle
- Edwardsburg

D&R Sports Center
- Kalamazoo

Outdoorsmen
Pro Shop
- Jenison

Al and Bob’s Sports
- Grand Rapids

Johnson’s
Great Outdoors

- Montague

Fish On Bait
and Tackle

- Nunica

Frankfort Tackle Box
- Frankfort

www.mssfa.org      www.mssfa.org      www.mssfa.org      www.mssfa.org

Communities all along the waterway benefit from
a strong fishing economy.

“Conservation”
Continued from page 8 GET READY FOR FISHING

By Bob Jensen

For many of us, it’s 
been too long between the 
last ice-fishing trip and the 
first open water fishing trip 
of the year.  If you haven’t 
been fishing on open water 
yet this year, you’ll want 
to be ready to go when the 
opportunity presents itself.  
Following are some things 
that you can do now to in-
crease your odds of success 
when you go fishing.

The first one is an easy 
one:  Make sure that you 
start the season with fresh 
line.  Old line will hook just 
as many fish as fresh line, 
but fresh line will allow 
you to land more of those 
fish.

Back in the day, fifty 
plus years ago when I de-
veloped an interest in fish-
ing, I spent a lot of time 
in the back yard practic-

ing casting.  I practiced 
with baitcasting equipment 
mostly, because back then it 
was easy to get overruns on 
baitcasting reels.  Today’s 
baitcasters are so much bet-
ter, but a little practice cer-
tainly doesn’t hurt.

I also practiced my cast-
ing accuracy, and that for 
sure helps put more fish in 
the boat.  When you can 
cast your bait where you 
want it, especially when 
fishing visible cover for 
bass or panfish, you’re go-
ing to increase the number 
of fish you catch.  If you 
splash your bait right down 
on a stump, any bass that’s 
there will probably leave.  
Same thing with a crappie.  
But if you place your cast a 
little beyond the target and 
bring it to the suspected fish 
hide-out, you’re chances of 
getting bit are so much bet-
ter.

Practice your knot-ty-
ing.  That sounds basic, but 
many of us are fishing dif-
ferently now than we used 
to, and tying the proper 
knot quickly and effective-
ly will help us get our bait 
to the fish quicker.  Here’s 
what I mean.

Drop-shotting has be-
come a very effective way 
to catch fish, but we tie 
the hook on differently for 
drop-shotting than we do 
for, say, jigging.  Now is a 
good time to learn how to 
do that.

Along those same lines, 
many of us are using fluo-
rocarbon line attached to 
braided line.  Fluoro and 
braid both offer advantages, 
and when we team the two 
together, the advantages are 
really apparent.  However, 

“Get Ready”
Continued on page 17
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have trophy fish but not 
enough food to support 
good numbers of salmon 
and steelhead.  My theory, 
as an aquatic scientist and 
extremely avid river angler, 
is that plankton has been 
somewhat concentrated 
near shore.  The mussels, 
especially the zebra va-
riety, have declined near  
shore and the influence of 
nutrient rich rivers is most 
pronounced near shore.  
The result is an increase 
in plankton levels relative-
ly close to shore and the 
alewives found this high-
er concentration and took 
advantage.  And, of course, 
a portion of the salmon 
and steelhead populations 
found this concentration 
of alewives and other bait 
fish and really “made hay”.  
In addition, it should also 
be noted that we’ve been 
planting fewer salmon and 
that natural reproduction 
has been negatively im-
pacted by the scarcity of 
food greeting the smolts 
when they transition to 
Lake Michigan.   So there 
were fewer fish competing 
for the concentrations of 
bait fish.

Jay Wesley, the Lake 
Michigan Basin coordina-
tor for the DNR, thought 
that my theory made sense.  
He especially agreed with 
the thought that nutrients 
were concentrated in the 
near shore waters and that 
any fish that found the near 
shore bait balls were going 
to do very well.  He also 
noted that DNR research 
biologists have recently 
found that young alewives 
have a patchy distribution, 
with numbers concentrat-
ed in the southeastern and 
south central parts of the 
lake and absent in most of 
the rest of Lake Michigan.

Perhaps our only hope 
is that the quagga mussels 
follow the pattern of the ze-
bra mussel and soon reach 
their peak and then be-
gin to decline.  When that 
happens we need to hope 
that there will be enough 
plankton to keep a decent 
number of alewives going 
as they are the preferred 
forage fish, especially for 
chinook salmon.  The good 
news is that Lake Hu-
ron has gone through this 
change and a good lake 
trout, Atlantic salmon, and 
steelhead fishery endures.  
These fish have expanded 
their diet and are taking 
advantage of the explosion 
of round goby numbers.  I 
also think chinook salmon 
will also adapt to dining on 
gobies as the coho salmon 
have already done.   There 
are strains that eat bot-
tom dwelling fish in the 
ocean so why not the Great 
Lakes?

As we enter the 2020 
season on Lake Michigan 
it will be interesting to see 
if the fishing mirrors the 
2019 season, trophy fish 
but lower numbers.  Time 
will tell…….. 

“Mystery”
Continued from page 2

away from others.
In fact, Pepin chuckled, 

fishing any closer would 
by all accounts be consid-
ered fairly rude angling et-
iquette.

The state’s public boat 
ramps are open and ready 
for use, Pepin said, though 
there is no guarantee that 
restroom facilities will 
be open. While MNDR’s 
campgrounds had remained 
open, the state decided to 
shut them down in the past 
several days. Ohio has fol-
lowed suit.

Boat ramps in Ottawa 
County have been packed 
in recent days with anglers 
from more than a dozen 
states including Iowa, Ar-
kansas, Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Illinois and elsewhere, 
and fishing reports on web-
sites are rife with informa-
tion about where and how 
to catch limits.

Where there are anglers, 
there are bait shops
Jeff Frischkorn, an out-

door writer and avid angler 
from Mentor-on-the-Lake, 
Ohio, said he’s found Penn-
sylvania shops closed and 
some Ohio shops open.

Great Lakes Now con-
tacted more than two doz-
en shops across Michigan, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania, New York and Min-
nesota. A few answered 
the phone and were open, 
others went to voicemail 
with no coronavirus mes-
sage or online updates on 
their situation, which could 
mean they’re closed or dip-
ping minnows and waiting 
on customers. Many were 
closed and planning on 
staying closed for weeks or 
longer.

Safe Harbor Bait and 
Tackle in Buffalo, New 
York, is closed – but it does 
have a vending machine out 
front with salted minnows, 
waxworms, spikes and oth-
er bait. Here’s a tip: if you 
head there, take $1 bills.

“There are shops open in 
my area,” Frischkorn said. 
“And no, the stay at home 
order hasn’t kept me home 
from fishing, certainly not 
steelhead and definitely not 

farm pond fishing.”
Frischkorn said he’s 

seen more than a few an-
glers on northeast Ohio 
streams on the prowl for 
steelhead, which is often a 
solitary pursuit. When peo-
ple fish together on streams, 
they generally give their an-
gling buddies a wide berth. 
Nonetheless, some creeks 
are at capacity for anglers.

“At a couple parks near 
where I fish there have been 
plenty people out,” he said, 
going on to cite some park-
ing areas overflowing with 
vehicles. “At Headlands 
Beach State Park, on Lake 
Erie, I found the bathrooms 
were locked and the por-
table toilets were secured 
shut with zip ties.”

Will travel far for
Lake Erie walleye

Despite the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic, peo-
ple are still traveling far to 
fish the Great Lakes.

Hunter Faust, his 
younger brother and friend 
drove more than six hours 
from Dillsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, to hit the lake early 
Wednesday morning.

“They got us shut down 
at work and so we fig-
ured,why not?” Faust said. 
“We’re used to catching 
them on the Susquehanna 
River, but this is whole new 
ballgame. We’re not exact-
ly set up for it, but why not 
try? It was a last-minute 
thing. We knew we want-
ed to go fishing but we 
weren’t sure if we wanted 
to stay local or what.”

After catching a sin-

gle 22-inch walleye in the 
morning, the trio headed 
back to shore for some 
tackle and advice. At a Mar-
blehead-area bait shop that 
was “coronavirus closed,” 
they were able to finagle 
the owner to come in and 
slip them a few goodies out 
the back door – just like in 
the old Prohibition days.

“COVID”
Continued from page 1

Jerry Floro with a yellow perch. 
He said he’ll be fishing as long as he’s allowed.

“COVID”
Continued on page 11
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Traditional fishing 
hotspots may be wary

of outsiders
Some Great Lakes go-

to angling hotspots every 
spring have become wary 
of visitors, according to Joe 
Henry, tourism director for 
Lake of the Woods, Minne-
sota.

“We’re entering a very 
weird time,” he said. “As 
we speak today the City 
of Baudette has shut down 
both public access ramps 
because they don’t want 
tourists coming and there 
are meetings tomorrow 
about some other river 
access ramps being shut 
down. The locals are very 
concerned about the coro-
navirus.”

Henry described north-
ern Minnesota residents as 
preferring that the region 
lay low, especially in light 
of declining supplies of 
basic necessities in many 

stores. Hopefully, he said, 
the region can jump back 
on the tourism train come 
summer.

For now, as a tourism 
official, Henry said he 
takes a neutral stance. He’s 
neither promoting nor dis-
couraging anglers heading 
to northern Minnesota.

However, he said, Min-
nesota is open for anglers. 
And getting outdoors, any-

where, is great thing.
“It’s cheap psychol-

ogy,” Henry said. “I just 
walked off the ice. I was out 
by myself on a frozen lake 
watching the swans and the 
geese and the cranes fly 
over me, the ducks, enjoy-
ing the migration and late 
March ice fishing on slop-
py ice. It was so good for 
my soul.”

He reiterated the safe 
social distancing aspect of 
spending time outdoors, 
which isn’t hard to accom-
plish in a state with 10,000 
lakes alongside the many 
rivers and streams feeding 

Lake Superior.

States’ rules begin
to look more the same

There are no plans to 
close boat launches in 
state parks, according to 
Raechelle Belli, Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural 
Resources public affairs 
manager. And while she 
said Gov. Tony Evers has 
ordered closures for many 
state businesses and activ-
ities, like Ohio and Mich-
igan, fishing is not one of 
them.

“As long as people 
practice social distancing, 
which is what our news 
release said on Saturday,” 
she said. “Currently all of 
our state park facilities, like 
visitors centers and other 
buildings, are closed, ex-
cept for some restrooms.”

Belli said she couldn’t 
say exactly which, if any, 
boat ramps or parks did not 
have bathrooms open. And 
as far as bait and tackle 
shops being considered es-
sential businesses, she de-
clined to speculate.

“I do know a lot of con-
venience stores are open 
because they sell grocer-
ies,” she said.

According to Sarah 
Wickham, Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
chief of communications, 
the state’s parks and boat 
ramps should remain open 
throughout the region’s 
closures, so long as people 
can utilize them and remain 
safe.

“We are closely moni-

toring the situation and will 
make any changes that con-
ditions warrant,” she said. 
“Fishing on boats would 
be considered an outdoor 
activity as long as it other-
wise complies with social 
distancing guidance.”

Wickham said wildlife 
and parks and watercraft 
officers are still on duty and 
patrolling the same areas 
they always have, includ-
ing responding to calls and 
enforcing laws.

“But they are practic-
ing social distancing, so 
they won’t be going to 
club meetings, events or 
routinely checking fishing 
licenses or otherwise ap-
proaching individuals in 
non-emergency situations,” 
she said.

Likewise, New York 
State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
officials say it’s still a great 
idea to go fishing.

“Anglers can contin-
ue to fish throughout New 

York state, including Lake 
Erie,” said TJ Pignataro, 
NYSDEC spokesman. “Get 
some fresh air and recreate 
locally to the fullest extent 
possible.”

Like all officials, Pig-
nataro emphasized safe-
ty first, including seeking 
less-crowded fishing ar-
eas and keeping distance 
between others. Boating, 
though, could provide a 
problem when it comes to 
safe social distancing. And 
in New York, bait and tack-
le shops and marinas could 
be closed.

“Bait shops and marinas 
would be subject to any of 
the governor’s COVID-19 
directives. Anglers should 
contact these businesses to 
ascertain their status,” he 
said.

Michigan, Ohio charters 
told to hold off

“The official stance is 
that we are a non-essential 

business and we cannot 
keep the six-foot social 
distancing, and so we have 
been asked to stand down 
until April 6,” said Paul 
Pacholski, president of the 
Lake Erie Charter Boat As-
sociation. “I was told don’t 
look for it either way, since 
they can’t tell you how the 
re-evaluation’s going to 
go.”

He said that although 
no one likes the just-an-
nounced charter boat rules, 
it’s reassuring to know that 
states who didn’t enact the 
strictest measures the soon-
est are seeing the worst 
COVID-19 issues. For 
Pacholski, that means Ohio 
Gov. Mike DeWine’s mea-
sures should help create a 
healthier state sooner and 
help minimize COVID-19 
illnesses in the state.

“If this is a couple 
weeks thing, people have 

Some Bait shops, like Herb’s on Catawba Island, will remain open because they are 
considered essential businesses if they sell food and groceries.

“COVID”
Continued from page 1

“COVID”
Continued on page 12

Anglers practice social distancing on the shoreline.
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weare
hooked

got to think about more 
than themselves,” Pachol-
ski said, citing the need to 
keep from spreading the vi-
rus to parents, grandparents 
and other older Americans. 
“I think the temptation 
though, with this amazing 
walleye fishing on Lake 
Erie, will be great. But once 
people get up here, where 
are you going to send them 
to stay or where are they 
going to go to eat?”

Unfortunately, he said, 
some charter captains may 
vote with their wallet in-
stead of their conscience. 
And enforcement of the 
order falls to the Ohio De-
partment of Health, not law 
enforcement agencies.

The Michigan DNR an-
nounced through a press re-
lease that “charter and fish-
ing guide operations that 
involve boats, canoes and 
other marine vessels are 
not currently permitted” 
until at least April 13.

The DNR law enforce-
ment division, Michigan 
State Police and local law 
enforcement agencies have 
full authority to enforce 
the order, according to the 
press release.

Meanwhile, if the Ohio 
order should be extended, 
LECBA will be pushing for 

some form of government 
relief for its members and 
all Lake Erie charter oper-
ations, Pacholski said. And 
on a positive note, he said, 
the early spring trips are 
not widespread and most 
captains don’t begin book-

ing charters in earnest until 
later in April.

On anecdotal reports 
that angling is good for 
you, he was emphatic.

“How many days 
can you be locked in the 
house and feel like you’re 

trapped?” Pacholski said. 
“To get out and actually go 
fishing with another person 
– you’re not being irrespon-
sible. Going out, getting 
some fresh air, I don’t know 
of any better mood elevator 
in the world.”

“COVID”
Continued from page 11

Finding Steelhead
By Roger Hinchcliff 

The Great lakes is 
Home to the World’s Larg-
est steelhead Population on 
Planet Earth. Annually we 
stock in the region 5.2 Mil-
lion Steelhead every Year. 
If you’re a veteran steel-
head angler or just getting 
started you should know 
catching these amazing 
Game Fish 10 months out 
of the year in Michigan is 
possible. Knowing and un-
derstanding we have such 
an amazing fishery is great 
but if you do not possess 
the skills or knowledge in 
helping you find these fish 
you can spend many days 
on the river scratching your 
head.

Many veteran steel-
head anglers already know 
that water temperature and 
flow dictates where steel-
head will rest and lie. But 
through the years I’ve no-
ticed some characteristics 
about their behavior that 
can really increase your 
odds of putting more fish 
in the net. No one will dis-
agree an angler must find 
where the fish are in order 
to catch them. Common 
sense says you can’t catch 
something that’s not there. 
We will discuss some ob-
vious places and point out 
some that many anglers 
might not be aware of.

Migration
The first thing any an-

gler targeting steelhead 
needs to know is that these 
fish are always on the move 
and very nervous creatures. 
They have more of a sense 
of urgency than any fish 
I’ve seen. Remember these 
fish arrive sometimes 6 
months (or longer) ahead 
of schedule and stay while 
they wait to spawn. They 
are constantly on the move. 
An angler must divide a 
river system into 4 sec-
tions. The Lower, Middle, 
Upper and Head water sec-
tions. These fish always are 
moving to the Middle and 
Upper river sections so you 
automatically have better 
odds of finding some fish in 
those sections.

Steelhead tend to al-
ways move up stream when 
the river is on the rise or on 
the fall. There are usually 
only 2 things that will make 
these fish put on the brakes. 
Colder Water temperatures 
and low water conditions. 

Most anglers do not realize 
that these fish, just as oth-
er species, are somewhat 
predictable. If you familiar-
ize yourself with the fish’s 
habits and some biological 
facts, these fish are just like 
white-tail deer during the 
winter. Deer will always 
pick the easiest route when 
traveling. These fish will 
always pick the path of 
least resistance if unpres-
sured and not spooked.

So, we must pay at-
tention to how the section 
of river looks for migrat-
ing fish. Maybe slower or 
deeper water for the fish to 
pass through rather than a 
raging rapid. These fish are 
genetically programmed to 
conserve energy while in 
the river for the upcoming 
spawn. Hence, they always 
are looking for current 
breaks and places to rest 
for the journey up river. A 
distance of 30 miles in one 
day with no obstructions 
for a healthy adult steel-
head is not a problem. As 
you can see these fish can 
cover some serious water 
in a short amount of time if 
they want to. 

So, if you’re 2 or 3 days 
behind a high-water event 
you better head up river to 
find fish instead of down 
river. Those pods of fish 
will be up river by then.

Please keep in mind 
there are many factors that 
affect this strategy. At the 
end of the day they are 
steelhead and we will nev-
er completely figure them 
out. One thing is for sure, if 
more arriving fish come up 
the river from behind, those 
holding fish will move up 
river. Its Mother Nature’s 
way of spreading the fish 
out. That is why November 
is such a hot month to catch 
steelhead in Michigan. 
Lots of fish have arrived to 
the party by then and have 
spread out through the sys-
tem. Not to mention many 
guys are away at deer camp.

Low light or night time 
is when these fish move the 
most. In my opinion that’s 
not always the case with 
these fish. If the right flow 
and barometric pressure ex-
ists on an over cast day they 
will certainly push in day-
light. When these condi-
tions exist pray for a bright 
sunshining day. This will 

“Steelhead”
Continued on page 13

Roger Hinchcliff with a beautiful Steelie
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slow the migration down 
and these fish will park in 
the deeper holes or broken 
water to hide and then un-
der the cover of darkness 
continue their journey.

Structure
Structure is a beautiful 

thing when it comes to fish-

ing. No question fish will 
orient to structure for se-
curity from other predators 
and to set up ambush points 
for bait fish or food. Logs 
are the most visible struc-
ture above the water line 
that an angler can see most 
of the time. This structure 
can be great to find fish and 
offer current breaks and 
create seams for steelhead 
to hold and rest. Downside 

of this type of structure is 
sometimes the log isn’t big 
enough to anchor itself. 
One good blow out  and 
Mother Nature will send 
that log on its merry way. 
In past articles I have writ-
ten about how the river is 
an ever-changing place. It 
can vary from year to year. 
One hole that produced fish 
and was great can change. 
Some rivers I’ve fished for 

years have logs that have 
been there for as long as I 
can remember.

Structure can also cre-
ate pocket water which can 
be fish magnets as well for 
migrating steelhead. My 
favorite structure, if you 
can find it, is boulders. The 
beauty of boulders is they 
are always there. Once that 
structure has been located 
you can go back year af-
ter year and find fish there. 
Same goes for cement pil-
ings or retaining walls, an-
other overlooked structure 

that attracts fish. 
Terrain features above 

the water, lead you to clues 
to find more fish. Any On/
Off ramps of terrain are 
great clues. Most flat water 
has a flat bottom that has a 
spot tilting upwards. Also, 
look for drop offs and de-
pressions on your electron-
ics. Small depressions and 
drop offs are over-looked 
by many anglers with-
in a river system and are 
missed. Look for the dark-
er areas if you do not own 
some electronics.

Many well-known riv-
ers that have famous names 
for runs or holes have struc-
ture and that’s why most 
are so good. 

Reading Water
I could fill a book on 

this subject since the me-
chanics of rivers and their 
run clocks are so different. 
They can vary based on the 
state, size of river, water 
temperature and flow. So, 

“Steelhead”
Continued from page 12

“Steelhead”
Continued on page 15

Author Roger Hinchcliff
navigating the river

last summer.
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Featured Recipe - Blackened Salmon
This method of preparation is one of my favorites, if not my 
ABSOLUTE favorite method of preparing salmon. Although it 
is listed as a salmon recipe, I use it just as frequently on steel-
head, and even occasionally on walleye. However, I do find that 
the flavors complement the oil content of salmon or trout spe-
cies best.

I will describe the preferred method of grilling, followed by a 
cast iron skillet sear. Alternatively, baking followed by a quick 
broil can create a similar result in winter months, or when a grill 
is not available. I have also prepared this several times utilizing 
a “George Foreman” style of in-home grill with excellent re-
sults. The only difference when utilizing the in-home grill is that 
cooking times are typically reduced, and the cooking/searing 
occurs simultaneously.

Ingredient list:

Salmon, or other desired fish fillet, skin-on

2 Tablespoons of Paprika
1 Tablespoon of Cayenne Pepper
1 Tablespoon of Onion Powder
2 Teaspoons of Salt
1 Teaspoon of Tomato Powder (May be difficult to come 
across, a substitute could be a fish seasoning with a tomato 
powder content)
1/2 Teaspoon of White Pepper
1/2 Teaspoon of Black Pepper (Fresh Ground Preferred)
1/4 Teaspoon of Thyme
1/4 Teaspoon of Basil
1/4 Teaspoon of Oregano
1/4 Teaspoon of Brown Sugar

Juice of 1/2 Lemon
Olive Oil

Begin by preheating the grill to approximately 375°F. Place a 
cast-iron skillet on the grill to pre-heat as well.

In a mixing bowl, thoroughly mix all dry ingredients listed 
above to create the blackened rub, and pour into a shaker-type of 
container.

Lightly coat the fillet with olive oil. I use either the spray prod-
uct, or a brush/paper towel to rub over the meat.

Apply the rub to the meat liberally. In my opinion this rub is not 
over powering, and as such, I apply until the meat is just barely 
visible through the layer of rub.

Lightly drizzle the lemon juice over the rub-coated fillet. Re-
member that the lemon juice is not the “star of the show”, and is 
applied merely to complement the flavors presented by the 
fillet and the rub.

Turn the grill off, and apply a generous amount of olive oil to 
the grill. I caution that the grill is turned off for this step as to 
avoid any flare-up when the oil is applied to the hot grill!

Re-light the grill, and allow a minute or two to re-establish the 
temperature.

Place the fillet, skin-side down on the grill, and close the grill 
cover. Cooking time will vary dependent upon the thickness of 
the fillet which is being prepared. Thinner steelhead or trout 
fillets may take as little as 7-8 minutes. Thicker fillets such as 
Chinook may take as long as 14 minutes. The idea is to allow 
the cooking to progress JUST until the meat begins to flake 
apart with a fork.

Once the meat appears to be approaching this point, carefully 
apply a small amount of oil to the cast iron skillet. Again, mind 
the flare-up risk!

Flip the fillet meat-side down onto the cast iron skillet, and al-
low the rub-covered meat to sear for approximately one minute. 
This allows the flavors of the rub to mend together, and 
“caramelize” of sorts. This brings out the full flavor of the in-
gredients, and is the key to this recipe. The goal is not to scorch 
the meat, but rather “crisp’ the rub, the results of this explana-
tion are shown in the photo above.

This pairs well with a grilled vegetable, and your starch of 
choice. I hope that you enjoy as much as me!

Submitted By: Adam Trenz

OPEN WATER FISHING IDEAS
By Bob Jensen

Fishing has been on 
my mind a lot lately.  I’ve 
been thinking of past trips 
and future trips.  Many past 
days of fishing were learn-
ing experiences.  What I 
learned on those fishing 
trips of the past will be ap-
plied to trips of the future.  
Following are some ideas 
that might help you catch 
more fish the next time you 
go fishing.

Many of us fish in riv-
ers.  River fish are less 
affected by weather than 
lake fish, so river fish are 
often willing to eat when 
lake fish are being finicky.  
River fish have to contend 
with current, so they use up 
more energy, which means 

they need to eat more of-
ten.  Current is a very im-
portant consideration when 
fishing in a river.  Keep in 
mind that river fish gener-
ally face upstream when 
they are interested in eat-
ing.  They instinctively 
know that wounded bugs or 
minnows will be washing 
downstream with the cur-
rent, so they face upstream 
so they can see their prey 
coming.  When possible, 
present your bait so it’s 
moving downstream in a 
natural manner and can be 
easily seen by fish facing 
upstream.  There are times 
when we present our bait 
by moving it upstream, but 
when you can, present your 
bait so it’s moving down-
stream.

A good rule-of-thumb 
for many anglers is to use 
the largest bait that the fish 
will take.  That will usu-
ally result in larger fish.  
There are times when fish 
will prefer a smaller bait, 
especially when they’re in 
a mood where they’re not 
real interested in eating.  
They’ll ignore a big bait, 
but they’ll eat something 
small.  Start small and if 
they’re biting, go a little 
bigger.  Keep going bigger 
until they quit biting.  It’s 
interesting:  In the cold wa-
ters of the spring season, 
fish generally like smaller 
baits, but in the cold waters 
of autumn, they’ll go for 
bigger baits.

Consider color.  I’ve 
had the good fortune to fish 

with some of the most suc-
cessful anglers anywhere, 
and when the topic of lure 
color came about, they all 
agreed that color was a very 
important consideration.  
Water clarity, season, and 
conditioning were a few of 
the reasons that lure color 
will impact your catches.

In clear water, natural 
appearing baits are what 
many of the best anglers 
reach for, and when the wa-
ter is stained or dirty, they 
like brighter colors.  Usual-
ly, not always.  

Sometimes a new color, 
something the fish haven’t 
seen before can be very 
good.  They’ll attack a new 
color readily and ignore the 
colors that they’ve been 
seeing.  The next year of 

This largemouth wanted a 4 inch, natural appear-
ing Ocho plastic worm on this clear water lake in 

mid-summer.

the next trip, the fish will 
show a preference for an-
other new color.

Often, when baitfish 
numbers are high, a bait 
that looks nothing like the 
abundant baitfish will be 
better.  When baitfish num-
bers are low, a bait resem-
bling the lake’s primary 
baitfish will be very pro-
ductive.  

If you’re fishing from a 
boat and there are several 
anglers in the boat, every-
one should be trying a dif-
ferent color bait until the 
fish reveal what they want 
on that day.  Sometimes 
there will be a preference, 
sometimes not.

Last thing:  I use the 
heaviest line that I can get 
away with. If I can get as 
many bites on eight pound 
test as I can six pound test, 
I’ll use the eight pound 
test.  However, some pre-
sentations lend themselves 
to lighter line, and lighter 
line usually works better 
in clear water.  Nonethe-
less, heavier line usually 
allows us to land the fish a 
bit quicker, and that’s bet-
ter for the fish if it is going 
to be released.

There are lots of little 
things that we can do to in-
crease the number of bites 
we get.  Keep these ideas 
in mind and you’ll increase 
your odds for fishing suc-
cess.

To see new and old    
episodes of Fishing the 
Midwest television, fishing 
articles and fishing videos, 
go to fishingthemidwest.com
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“ Congratulations to The 
Chairman of the Boards, 
    Bruce DeShano, on his  
       2020 Freshwater Hall 
        of Fame Induction!”

let’s just cover some good 
nuggets of info that any an-
gler can use.

Walking speed water 
that flattens is always a 

good spot to look for when 
locating steelhead. This 
spot is a telltale sign of a 
pool. Consider fishing the 
head and the tail out of any 
pool.  Always look for the 
softer edge of any seam and 
usually it’s the deeper side. 

Keep in mind most steel-
head are caught in 4-8 ft of 
water always. Exception to 
this rule would be during 
the spring run when fish are 
spawning in 2ft of water of-
ten times.

Holding lies are typi-

cally when a main current 
seam is broken. You can 
usually find some active 
fish there most times. Best 
water temps for steelhead 
are 42-58 degrees. At these 
temps the fish are happy 
and most active and you 

can expect to get them to 
bite. At these temps faster 
water is the normal rule. 
Once water gets below 42 
degrees or less start look-
ing for slower deeper pools. 
These conditions are typi-
cal winter time here in the 
Great Lakes. Caution do 
not discount faster water in 
the High 30’s temp. range. 
I’ve seen steelhead hold 
in much faster water when 
you think they would be 
in slow deeper pools. Re-
member they are steelhead, 
make sure to fish it all. Bot-
tom line once you find fish 
and see what water they 
are preferring that day you 
should be able to replicate 
throughout the system.

If your faced with high-
er water conditions steel-
head will always hold in 
slower water closer to the 
shoreline and they abso-
lutely love the inside or 
outside bends. Corners and 
V’s where 2 currents meet 
are steelhead magnets. Also 
look for ledges and drop 
offs; steelhead love them. 
During times of high an-
gling pressure look in the 
tail outs other holding wa-
ter near a well-known hole 
or lie. Pressured fish will 
push back or scatter around 
the run and temporally hold 
to get away from anglers. 
These are areas to try differ-
ent colors and baits that fish 
have not seen. If the bite 
slows always change colors 
before leaving. Every river 
steelhead angler out there 
fishes a pink spawn bag 
something different puts 

fish in the net. Being differ-
ent is a good thing in most 
cases yet many anglers 
stick to the norm. Colors 
such as blue or red can pay 
huge dividends.

As you can see, an an-
gler has to stop, slow down, 
assess the water and ac-
tually pay attention to all 
details. Break the run into 
sections or use land marks 
and structure using a grid 
pattern. I personally like to 
be very thorough. This way 
you don’t miss fish. Think-
ing like a fish, where would 
I be the most comfortable 
based on the current con-
ditions? You will catch fish 
many anglers miss.

Conclusion
Analyzing weather, wa-

ter flow and temps before 
you go fishing will help 
big time with your success. 
Once on the river, by using 
a methodical approach and 
looking for the right struc-
ture, reading the right water 
based on the seasonal con-
ditions, you will find more 
fish. Once you find them 
it’s up to you to deliver the 
right bait, lure or fly and 
get them to bite. Warning: 
catching the mighty steel-
head can be very addicting. 
The only way to get your 
fix is to catch more.

Good Luck!

“Steelhead”
Continued from page 13
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It’s all about the action of the lure when 
trying to grab the attention of a fish. 
Now, you can attract more fish with the 
bright flash of our glow-in-the-dark
Do-Jiggers®, Laker Takers and Flutter 
Laker Takers.

Avid fisherman know the secret of a glow-
ing lure. Our glow-in-the-dark lures even 
shine bright in dark, murky waters. Made 
with polished nickel or brass and coated 

with durable phosphorescent material
with photoluminescence qualities, our 
lures pull fish in from further distances.

All three lures come in nickel, gold and 
white pearl. The Do-Jiggers® also come in 
a variety of bright colors for added flash. 
Once your lure hits the water, the ultravi-
olet light makes it come alive. Add a little 
glow to your tackle box.

Contact Bay de Noc Lure Company to offer this product to your Customers

P.O. Box 71
Gladstone, Michigan 49837

www.baydenoclure.com

glow-in-the-dark

Illinois had budgeted $2.5 
million for its portion of the 
match.

MUCC’s FitzGerald 
warned that additional bud-
get cuts as a result of the 
coronavirus response and 
loss of state revenue were 
likely to affect every state 

department. He called on 
the DNR to “reassess the 
top priorities within divi-
sions of the department” 
along with groups like 
MUCC “to determine what 
method will be best for the 
resource moving forward.”

While acknowledging 
that the Great Lakes and 
tributary fisheries will not 
be decimated by the hatch-

ery reductions, Eade at the 
Michigan Steelheaders said 
he was worried about the 
effect fewer fish could have 
on fishermen who rely on 
harvesting a part of their 
catch, as well as charter 
fishing operations’ ability 
to attract customers.

He’s also concerned 
what could happen if the 
current social distancing 

guidelines and stay-home 
order remain in effect 
during this year’s Lake 
Michigan fishing tourna-
ment season, which often 
helps fuel tourism travel to 
various ports up and down 
the lakeshore. 

“These measures may 
require those tournaments 
to be closed, restricted or 
in some other way impact-

ed. This is where our local 
chapters make their reve-
nue,” Eade said, noting the 
Grand Rapids chapter “took 
a serious financial hit” with 
the cancellation of the Ul-
timate Fishing Show in 
Grand Rapids last month. 
“The economic impact 
of this is yet to be under-
stood.”

Reprinted with permis-
sion from MiBiz.com

MiBiz is a must-read 
print and digital business 
publication serving Western 
Michigan since 1988. Vis-
it MiBiz.com for real-time 
business news and infor-
mation and to subscribe to 
support high-quality local 
journalism.

“Michigan”
Continued from page 3

CChhuurrcchh  TTaacckkllee  CCoo..®  

Please visit us at www.churchtackle.com to view all of our great American made
fishing gear or call us at  269-934-8528 to request a catalog.

10# 10#

30#test
monofilament

Weighs 17 grams &  2 3/4” long
3/4” wide

Original Lock-Jaw

For heavy to extremely
heavy appications

Mini Lock-Jaw
Weighs only 11 grams
1 7/8” long, ½” wide  

30#test
power pro

For light to heavy 
applications.

10#

HHoollddss
1100##  pplluuss!!!!

This clip may be mini but when it comes to holding power it’s
second only to it’s big brother, the original Lock-Jaw!
Holds mono, super braids, power pro, lead core or copper lines
without damaging the line!  The Mini Lock-Jaw fits The Walleye Board,
TX-44, TX-22, TX-12 & TX-6 planer boards, but we recommend the full size 
Lock-Jaw for the TX-44.  The Mini Lock-Jaw is  designed to fit other side planers,
drop weights and works for many other applications.
Part# 40620, 2pk  Color - yellow    Replacement Pads part# 40701 6/pk

MMiinnii  LLoocckk--JJaaww  CClliipp
Adjustment

Screw

Locking Arm
easy to open & close

Hole for drop weights
or other applications

Release
Prevention

Replaceable
Pad 

Locator holes for
attaching

to side-planers 
2 3/4” Long x 3/4” Wide

TTXX--000077  SStteerrnn  PPllaanneerr  &&  TTXX--000055  MMiinnii  SStteerrnn  PPllaanneerr

Tac kh lc er  Cu oh .C

An all new type of planer!
Available in 2 sizes

Effective for all species. Great
for trolling congested areas and for more effective contour

trolling along drop offs, contour lines, reef edges and
weed lines in rivers, lakes or the ocean. Run more lines
off the back of the boat by staggering the Stern Planers.

Run any distance from the boat, yet maintain desired
depth.  Easy to attach and remove.

(Pros suggest the ideal distance is a minimum of 200’ behind boat.)

We didn’t invent the planer board, we just perfected it!

 A one-stop shop for planer boards, 7 different styles 
& ALL MADE IN THE USA

TX-44 Super Planer
(14” x 4 1/4”)

The Walleye Board
(10” x 3 ½”) 

#40300 unpainted #40303 unpainted
#40305 unpainted

NNEEWW!!  SSttiinnggrraayy  DDiivviinngg  WWeeiigghhtt

SSiizzee  ##11  --  ..77  oozz
SSiizzee  ##33  --  22..77  oozz

SSiizzee  ##22  --  11..44  oozz

#40306 chartreuse#40302  black #40304 orange

Unique error-proof design allows anglers to put more fish
in the boat!  Water strikes top surface, forcing  Stingray
downward.  A fish on forces the nose upward & Stingray
to the surface. Unpainted or painted
2 snaps for each weight included

Like us on facebook f

FFIISSHH  FFIILLLLEETT  &&  GGAAMMEE  KKNNIIFFEE
The only knife of it’s type, makes filleting a breeze even

for beginners. Once you use this knife you won’t go
fishing without it!!

New Style Fillet Knife
The unique handle & flat blade makes it possible to work in the
middle of the table or any flat surface no need to be at the edge of
the table or using a block. Comes with blade protector for storage.

   (Blade made of high quality 440C stainless & carbon steel  heat treated)

Ingredients:
One gallon Ziplock bag full of Fish cut into pieces
   – cut slab in half- length wise and then smaller pieces
2 Cups of Brown Sugar
1 Cup of Kosher Salt

Directions:
Place Sugar and Salt in a bowl and mix together.
Pat dry the fish before placing in the bowl.
Use a large mixing bowl and place a layer of fish in the bottom of the bowl then put 
the sugar salt mixture over the fish.  Cover completely with mixture.  Then put another 
layer of fish and salt sugar mixture.  Continue until all fish is in bowl and covered with 
the mixture.  If you have more fish make more mixture to continue for all the fish.  You 
can adjust this to taste if you like more salt, change it up to meet your taste.  DO NOT 
ADD ANY LIQUID it will make its own “brine”.

Place the mixing bowl in the refrigerator overnight (at least 12 hrs, no longer than 24 hrs)
Take fish out of the bowl and rinse excess sugar and salt off the fish.  Place on paper 
towel to dry off or pat dry.
Place in Smoker with thicker pieces on the bottom racks and thinner ones on the top and 
middle racks.  I use a Little Chief Smoker so I don’t have a temp gauge – I usually do 
at least 2 pans of chips – approximately an hour and half smoke time.  The fish is done 
when it’s golden brown and firm to the touch but not hard or dried out.
The time and wood chips used will be a personal taste but we always use Applewood 
chips.

Smoked Fish Recipe
Works best for Coho or Salmon, but can be used for any type of fish.

Art Dittmar Recipe submitted by Alice Dittmar Kitson

Art
Dittmar
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SAUGATUCK/ SOUTH HAVEN DUAL PORT CHALLENGE

Sponsored by Saugatuck Sport Fishing Association

August 7th - 9th 2020

3rd Annual “Denny Allen Memorial” Big Fish Tournament 

1st Place $1000 guaranteed
Sponsored by Jets Pizza

FRIDAY AUGUST 7TH - PRE-TOURNAMENT SHOOTOUTFRIDAY AUGUST 7TH - PRE-TOURNAMENT SHOOTOUT

    DENNY ALLEN  
        MEMORIAL
   Entry Fee: $50
   Guaranteed 15 Places
   Raffle, 50/50, Fun
For tournament information
go to Tournament Trail
To contact us:
John Watson at 1137watson@gmail.com
Or Call Tournament Director  
at 616-218-6686

For Dock Space contact:
Tower Marine at 269-857-2151
Sergeant Marina at 269-857-2873

$5000 First Prize Pro Division - based on 15 entries
$2500 First Prize Am Division
Am Division - Catch 15 fish, weigh 5
20 Places paid in the AM Division (35 Teams)
Location of Captains Meeting, Weight In, and Awards:

Coral Cables in downtown Saugatuck

August 7th - Free Pig Roast at Captains Meeting
August 8th - 9th Free Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
at Weigh-in and Awards Ceremony

Put some time in now getting ready for fishing and 
you’ll be more ready when it’s time to go fishing!

tying them together can be 
a bit tricky.  Spend some 
time practicing tying braid 
to fluoro or monofilament 
now so you can do it quick-
ly when you’re fishing.

In the winter months 
many anglers get new elec-
tronic equipment such as 
sonar for their boat.  Mod-
ern sonar is amazing stuff. 
Much of it offers a lot of 
fish-catching features, but 
some of us get confused 
when it comes time to put 

those features to use.  Now 
is an outstanding time to re-
search how to use the var-
ious features on your new 
sonar.  If the equipment has 
already been installed on 
your boat, a just-as-good 
and maybe even better plan 
is to go out in the garage, 
get in the boat, put the so-
nar unit in the “simulation” 
mode, and get familiar with 
it.

A flasher depth-finder 
was the first piece of fishing 
related electronic equip-
ment that I used.  At some 
point, I acquired an even 
newer type of depth-find-
er that had a feature called 
Loran-C.  Loran-C was 
the predecessor to GPS.  
I wanted to learn how to 
use Loran-C, but there was 
no “simulator” mode.  No 
problem:  I simply hooked 
my boat and trailer to my 
truck, turned on the Lo-
ran-C mode, and had my 
brother pull me around 
town.  It didn’t take long 
to figure out how Loran-C 
worked.  Disclaimer:  I 
lived in a very small town 
and this was at least thir-
ty five years ago.  Thanks 
to tutorials on the internet 
and “simulator” mode in 
our electronics, this means 
of instruction is no longer 
necessary or advised.

We’ll get to be on the 
water soon.  If you do 
some of the things just 
mentioned, you’ll be much 
more ready to fish effec-
tively at that time.

“Get Ready”
Continued from page 9

Michigan Steelhead & Salmon
Fishermen’s Association

mssfa.org

Protecting,
Promoting
and Enhancing
Sport Fishing in
the Great Lakes and 
Connecting Waterways 
since 1971...

If you agree
or disagree with

this guide’s rules,
become a 
member

to influence the next 
printing.

We’ll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!
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2020 Battle Creek Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information
May 2 Trip Swap They Come Here

May 23 Lake Michigan Spring Tournament Benton Harbor

May 29-30 Connie McGowan Invitational Lake Erie

( Captain Must Be A Member)

July 18 Portage Lake Panfish/Family Picnic Vicksburg

August 1 Lake Michigan Memorial South Haven

August 15  Veterans Outing  South Haven

October 10 Perch Tournament  Lake Erie

October 24 Kalamazoo River Salmon Slam Allegan Dam

October 31 Kalamazoo River Memorial Allegan Dam

November 14 Kalamazoo River Trout Quest Allegan Dam

November 28 St. Joe River Fall Steelhead I-94 Boat Ramp

December 5 St. Joe River Chapter Challenge Babes Lounge

December 12 Christmas Party  Kalamazoo Eagles

Meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Meeting
NEW Location: Travelers Cafe and Pub, 5225 Portage Rd. Exit 78 off I-94.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
River Tournaments –

Ice Tournaments – Justin Kling 491-2980       Lake Tournaments – Greg Peck 998-9407
battlecreeksteelheaders.com

2020 Grand Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Contact Info
January 1 - Nov. 30 GH Steelheaders’ Year Long Fishing Contest

January 1 - Nov. 20 GH Steelheaders’ Youth Fishing Contest

July 31 - Aug. 13 Weeklong+ member fishing contest

August 13 Chapter Member Picnic, Rycenga Park, Spring Lake Township

September 12 Sportsmen for Youth Day, Muskegon County Fairgrounds

September 19 Grand Haven Salmon Festival, KidZone Activity area 

December TBD Annual dinner, recognitions

Other Events TBD 
For information on these events and other information on the Grand Haven Steelheaders

 contact GHS President and State Director Paul Zelenka at pbzfarms@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

2020 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information
March 2 Board Of Directors Meeting 7 PM

March 14-21 Spring River Week Long Contest STC

March 19-22 Ultimate Sports Show DeVos Place

March 19-21 Ultimate Sports Show Fishing Contest DeVos Place

March 30 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

March 31 2019 Year Long Fish Contest Ends

April 1 2020 Year Long Fish Contest Starts

April 6 Board of Directors Meeting 7 PM

April 27 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

May 2 Spring Big Lake STC

May 4 Board of Directors Meeting 7 PM

May 18 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

May 30 Steelheaders Free Kids Fishing Derby

June 1 Board of Directors Meeting 7 PM

June 5-7 Lake Erie 3-Day Walleye Contest

June  29 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

July 6 Board of Directors Meeting 7 PM

July 15 Chapter Family Picnic** 6 PM, Johnson Park Shelter House

August 1 Fall Big Lake STC

August 3 Board of Directors Meeting  7 PM

August 31 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

September 14 Board of Directors Meeting  7 PM

September 28 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

October 1 Chapter Sponsored Buck Contest Begins**

October 12 Board of Directors Meeting  7 PM

October 24 Fall River Contest STC

October 26 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

November 2 Board of Directors Meeting  7 PM

November 7 Fishing Partners Manistee Contest STC

November 23 Membership Meeting 7 PM (Social Hour 6 PM)

November 30 Board of Directors Meeting  7 PM

December 7 Chapter Family Christmas Party 6 PM, Diamond Hall

STC*  = Date subject to change
** = Members and Family Only.  (All other events open to the public)

2018 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events...continued
Month Date Event Information

STC*  = Date subject to change
** = Members and Family Only.  (All other events open to the public)

2020 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event Location
May 2 7:00am – 1:00pm Linwood Beach Walleye

May 5 6:00/7:15 Board/Membership Meeting VFW Hall

May 16 5:30am-1:00pm South Haven Salmon

May 30 7:00am – 1:00pm Linwood Beach Walleye

June 2 6:00/7:15 Board/Membership Meeting VFW Hall

June 13 7:00am – 1:00pm Sebewaing Walleye Kids Outing

June 14 7:00am – 12:00pm Outing Day 2

June 27 7:00am – 1:00pm Standish Walleye

July 11 6:00am - 1:00 pm Manistee Salmon

July 25 6:00am - 1:00 pm Ludington Salmon

August NO Board/Membership Meeting

August 8 6:00am – 1:00pm Ludington Salmon (Day 1)

August 9 6:00am – 12:00pm Ludington Salmon (Day 2)

August 22 6:00am – 1:00pm Manistee Salmon (Day 1)

August 23 6:00am – 12:00pm Manistee Salmon (Day 2)

September 8 6:00 / 7:15 Board/Membership Meeting VFW Hall

September 12 6:30am – 1:00pm Frankfort Salmon

October 6 6:00 / 7:15 Board/Membership Meeting VFW Hall

November 3 6:00 / 7:15 Board/Membership Meeting VFW Hall

November 7 Daylight – 1:00pm Big Man. Little Man. Bear Cr.

December 5 Daylight – 1:00pm Big Man., Bear Creek 

December 1 6:00 / 7:15 Board meeting only VFW Hall

December 12 Cocktails 5:00
Dinner 6:00

Christmas Awards Banquet
K of C Hall, Auburn
4760 Garfield Rd. Auburn, Mi 48611 

Membership meetings held at:
3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI 48642

989-496-3410

All Board/Membership meetings begin with Board at 6:00 pm. 
Membership meetings follow at 7:15 pm. 
Board only meetings begin at 7:00pm. 

We ask that you please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the event as to whether you plan on 
attending or not attending. On the day of the event call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72 or cell phone for the Port 

Chairman. Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follow weigh-in on Saturdays only.  
Outings: All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.

Children 16 and younger are free. Picnic is $5.00 for everyone.

If interested in fishing with us please email: kathy@steel-headers.com. Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2019 Great Lakes Bay Region ...continued
Month Date Time Event

Membership meetings held at:
3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI 48642

989-496-3410

All Board/Membership meetings begin with Board at 6:00 pm. 
Membership meetings follow at 7:15 pm. Raffle follow after every Membership meeting.

Board only meetings begin at 7:00pm. 
We ask that you please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the event as to whether you plan on 
attending or not attending. On the day of the event call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72 or cell phone for the Port 

Chairman. Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follow weigh-in on Saturdays only.  
Outings: All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.

Children 16 and younger are free. 

If interested in fishing with us please email: kathy@steel-headers.com. Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2020 Holland Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event
May 4 Board Meeting

May 12 Tuesday Night League Kickoff

May 16 Holland Steelheaders Spring Challenge

June 1 Board Meeting

June 6 Holland Steelheaders All Species Tournament

June 13 Kids N’ Kings

July 6 Board Meeting

July 11 Veterans Fishing Outing 

July 23 General Membership Meeting

July 25 Holland Steelheaders Summer Challenge

July 31 - August 2 Big Red Classic

August 3 Board Meeting

August 15 Holland Steelheaders Ladies Tournament

September 1 Tuesday Night League Final Night

September 14 Board Meeting

October 5 Board Meeting

November 2 Board Meeting

December 3 General Membership Meeting

December 5 Holland Steelheaders River Tournament

December 7 Board Meeting

Board meetings held at: Turks of Holland, 977 Butternut Dr., Holland MI 49424  7:00 PM
General Membership: Bayshore Yacht Club, 1862 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland MI 49424.

Doors open at 6 pm., Dinner at 7 pm, speaker to follow

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, or call Jeremy Erdman 616-510-9405,
or email Steve Weatherwax at Waxer1221@Yahoo.com

2020 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event / Location Chair
May 2 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Dave Zawacki/Kirk Traver

May 3 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Marc & Kirk Traver

May 5 General Membership Meeting

May 16 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sat Chris Thompson/Kruszewski

May 17 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sun Roger Parlett

May 16 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 30 Toledo Beach Memorial Walleye/Muskegon Lk Kayak Bob Schulz & Braden/Childs

June 2 General Membership Meeting

June 6 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Brad Allan

June 6 Lake Erie Brest Bay Walleye Tournament Len Wood

June 13 Grand/South Haven Salmon Pier Event Eric Braden

June 27 Walleye Tournament (Saginaw Bay or L. Erie) Fabian Sepulveda

June 27 Big Rapids Kayak Jason Jones

July 7 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

July 11 Flint River Kayak Jason Jones

July 16 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 18 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 18 McCollum Small Boat/Kayak Catherine Withrow

July 25 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thursday Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Format tbd Marc Traver/Dave Hutton

August 1 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Saturday Dave Zawacki/Dennis
Henderson

August 2 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Dennis Kelley

August 4 General Membership Meeting

August 8 Clinton River Cleanup Day/Betsie River Kayak Jay Labban/Eric Braden

August 13 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Thu Richard Spangler

August 15 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton

August 16 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc Traver

August 22 Lake/Pier/River/Kayak Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / Eric Braden / 
P. Bustos

August 23 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge

September 1 General Membership Meeting

12 Frankfort River/Kayak/SB Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

19 Muskegon Kayak Salmon Keith Childs/Eric Braden

19 Manistee River & Kayak Pier Tournaments Adam Trenz/Eric Braden

21 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2021 Calendar Mtg Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/
Zawacki

October 3 Manistee Lake/River (Steelhead) Tournaments Dodge/Hutton/Sepulveda

6 General Membership Meeting

10 Ohio Steelhead Alley (River & Kayak) (incl Elk Creek 
P.A.)

Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

November 3 General Membership Meeting

7 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/
Adam Trenz

21 PM River or Betsie River Tournament Jordan Pontoni

December 1 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

12 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

2020 Metro West - Livonia ...continued
Month Date Event / Location Chair
June 27 Big Rapids Kayak Jason Jones

July 7 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

July 11 Flint River Kayak Jason Jones

July 16 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 18 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 18 McCollum Small Boat/Kayak Catherine Withrow

July 25 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thursday Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Format tbd Marc Traver/Dave Hutton

August 1 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Saturday Dave Zawacki/Dennis
Henderson

August 2 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Dennis Kelley

August 4 General Membership Meeting

August 8 Clinton River Cleanup Day/Betsie River Kayak Jay Labban/Eric Braden

August 13 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Thu Richard Spangler

August 15 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton

August 16 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc Traver

August 22 Lake/Pier/River/Kayak Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / Eric Braden / 
P. Bustos

August 23 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge

September 1 General Membership Meeting

12 Frankfort River/Kayak/SB Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

19 Muskegon Kayak Salmon Keith Childs/Eric Braden

19 Manistee River & Kayak Pier Tournaments Adam Trenz/Eric Braden

21 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2021 Calendar Mtg Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/
Zawacki

October 3 Manistee Lake/River (Steelhead) Tournaments Dodge/Hutton/Sepulveda

6 General Membership Meeting

10 Ohio Steelhead Alley (River & Kayak) (incl Elk Creek 
P.A.)

Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

November 3 General Membership Meeting

7 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/
Adam Trenz

21 PM River or Betsie River Tournament Jordan Pontoni

December 1 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

12 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

There are thousands of fishermen, women and children 
who need to join in taking care
of the Great Lakes and its fishery!

Let’s get them to join!

For more information, 
contact your Chapter Membership Director

or mssfamembership@charter.net

Here’s how it works!
• You (current member) are the sponsor.
• Have the new member fill out the application.
• On the bottom of the application, put your name
   in “Sponsored By” section.
• For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.
• Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing.
• The drawings are held at the April Presidents’ meeting.
• There are between 15 - 25 drawings.
• The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!
For new membership sign-up only!

Join a Chapter, Join the Fun!

Metro West calendar continued on page 19

Event Calendar Disclaimer: Please visit your chapter website for the latest status on the activities listed. Many events
are being postponed or canceled due to state restrictions. Call, text or email any additional questions or need for direction.

   CANCELED 
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2020 South Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
2020 Calendar of South Haven Steelheaders Chapter Events

May 15 South Haven Tournament Captains Meeting South Haven Moose Lodge

May 16-17 South Haven Pro Am Tournament

June 13 SHS Ladies Tournament

August 8 SHS Fish Boil (Blueberry Festival August 6-9th)

August 15 SHS Operation Injured Soldier/SH Salute to Veterans

August 22 SHS Merle Morris Tournament

November 28 SHS River Tournament

December     5 or 12 SHS Holiday Party 2020

2020 South Haven Steelheaders Membership Meeting Dates

Note: All membership meetings are held the third Thursday of each month except for March (4th Thursday).
Meetings are held at the South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 East Wells Street, South Haven, MI 49090

Membership meetings start at 7:00pm. For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

May 14 Prior to SHS Pro/Am - Captain’s Meeting

June 18 Captain’s Meeting

July 16 Captain’s Meeting

August 20 Captain’s Meeting

September 17 Captain’s Meeting

October 15 Captain’s Meeting

November 4 Pro Am Tournament Committee Kick-off meeting

November 19 Captain’s Meeting

NO DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING, due to Holiday Party

2020 South Haven ...continued
2020 South Haven Steelheaders Membership Meeting Dates

Note: All membership meetings are held the third Thursday of each month except for March (4th Thursday).
Meetings are held at the South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 East Wells Street, South Haven, MI 49090

Membership meetings start at 7:00pm. For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

May 14 Prior to SHS Pro/Am - Captain’s 
Meeting

June 18 Captain’s Meeting

July 16 Captain’s Meeting

August 20 Captain’s Meeting

September 17 Captain’s Meeting

October 15 Captain’s Meeting

November 4 Pro Am Tournament Committee 
Kick-off meeting

November 19 Captain’s Meeting

NO DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING, due to Holiday Party

2020 Southwest MI Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Date Day Event Information Location
May 7-9 Summer Challenge Tournament                                            www.fishthesummerchallenge.com

June 11 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

July 9 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

August 13 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

August 22 Trolling with the Troops                                                          www.trollingwiththetroops.com

September 10 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

October 8 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

November 12 Membership Meeting Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

December 5 Winter Challenge Tournament St. Joseph River

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022
Board Meeting 5:30 - 6:30 PM, Social 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2019 Southwest MI ...continued
Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

Membership Meetings Held at:
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022

Monthly meeting second Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM
No meetings in May or August

Contact: Jim Marohn 269-208-2784

2020 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event / Location Chair
May 2 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Dave Zawacki/Kirk Traver

May 3 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Marc & Kirk Traver

May 5 General Membership Meeting

May 16 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sat Chris Thompson/Kruszewski

May 17 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sun Roger Parlett

May 16 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 30 Toledo Beach Memorial Walleye/Muskegon Lk Kayak Bob Schulz & Braden/Childs

June 2 General Membership Meeting

June 6 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Brad Allan

June 6 Lake Erie Brest Bay Walleye Tournament Len Wood

June 13 Grand/South Haven Salmon Pier Event Eric Braden

June 27 Walleye Tournament (Saginaw Bay or L. Erie) Fabian Sepulveda

June 27 Big Rapids Kayak Jason Jones

July 7 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

July 11 Flint River Kayak Jason Jones

July 16 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 18 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 18 McCollum Small Boat/Kayak Catherine Withrow

July 25 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thursday Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Format tbd Marc Traver/Dave Hutton

August 1 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Saturday Dave Zawacki/Dennis
Henderson

August 2 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Dennis Kelley

August 4 General Membership Meeting

August 8 Clinton River Cleanup Day/Betsie River Kayak Jay Labban/Eric Braden

August 13 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Thu Richard Spangler

August 15 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton

August 16 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc Traver

August 22 Lake/Pier/River/Kayak Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / Eric Braden / 
P. Bustos

August 23 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge

September 1 General Membership Meeting

12 Frankfort River/Kayak/SB Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

19 Muskegon Kayak Salmon Keith Childs/Eric Braden

19 Manistee River & Kayak Pier Tournaments Adam Trenz/Eric Braden

21 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2021 Calendar Mtg Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/
Zawacki

October 3 Manistee Lake/River (Steelhead) Tournaments Dodge/Hutton/Sepulveda

6 General Membership Meeting

10 Ohio Steelhead Alley (River & Kayak) (incl Elk Creek 
P.A.)

Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

November 3 General Membership Meeting

7 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/
Adam Trenz

21 PM River or Betsie River Tournament Jordan Pontoni

December 1 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

12 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

2020 Metro West - Livonia ...continued
Month Date Event / Location Chair
June 27 Big Rapids Kayak Jason Jones

July 7 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki

July 11 Flint River Kayak Jason Jones

July 16 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen

July 18 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Ron Bellemore/Henry Nabors

July 18 McCollum Small Boat/Kayak Catherine Withrow

July 25 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thursday Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour

July 31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Format tbd Marc Traver/Dave Hutton

August 1 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Saturday Dave Zawacki/Dennis
Henderson

August 2 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Dennis Kelley

August 4 General Membership Meeting

August 8 Clinton River Cleanup Day/Betsie River Kayak Jay Labban/Eric Braden

August 13 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Thu Richard Spangler

August 15 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton

August 16 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc Traver

August 22 Lake/Pier/River/Kayak Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / Eric Braden / 
P. Bustos

August 23 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge

September 1 General Membership Meeting

12 Frankfort River/Kayak/SB Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

19 Muskegon Kayak Salmon Keith Childs/Eric Braden

19 Manistee River & Kayak Pier Tournaments Adam Trenz/Eric Braden

21 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2021 Calendar Mtg Kelley/P. Bustos/Nabors/
Zawacki

October 3 Manistee Lake/River (Steelhead) Tournaments Dodge/Hutton/Sepulveda

6 General Membership Meeting

10 Ohio Steelhead Alley (River & Kayak) (incl Elk Creek 
P.A.)

Phil Bustos/Eric Braden

November 3 General Membership Meeting

7 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/
Adam Trenz

21 PM River or Betsie River Tournament Jordan Pontoni

December 1 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

12 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown

** ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**
7:00 PM at The New Livonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site: Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
If you have questions, contact Henry Nabors - HHNabors@gmail.com or call 248 225 4964.

Contact: President Larry Tabaka 313-215-8979 / Membership Director Henry Nabors 248-225-4964

2020 Thunderbay Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Information
May 4 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

May 16 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

June 1 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

June 13 6:00 AM Presque Isle Tournament

July 1 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

July 11 6:00 AM Presque Isle Tournament

August 3 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

August 22 Rogers city Tournament

September 7 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

October 5 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

November 2 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

December 7 7:00 PM Monthly Meeting

Contact Dan Bouchard at dan-bouchard@hotmail.com for inquiries.

2020 White River Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event information Location
May 7 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

June 4 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

July No Meeting

August 6 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

September 3 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

October 1 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

November 5 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

December 3 6:30 pm Meeting Montague VFW

Note:  Meeting dates and times are subject to change – Any questions or to verify dates/times 
please call Clint Pollock at (231) 893-0210 or Terry Clark at (231) 893-6805.

White River Steelheaders
2019 Schedule of meeting dates

January 4, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts 
at 6:30pm
February 7, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting 
starts at 6:30pm
March 7, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts 
at 6:30pm
April 4, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts at 
6:30pm
May 2, 2019  Meeting at Montague VFW meeting starts at 
6:30pm
June 6, 2019  Meeting at Montague Boat Launch (weather 
permitting) – If raining meeting at Montague VFW - starts 
at 6:30pm 
July 4, 2019  No Meeting this month
August 1, 2019  Meeting at Montague Boat Launch (weath-

2020 Thumb Chapter Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event Location / Information
May 2 6:00 PM Can2Can Fishing Tournament Need Workers!

May 21 7:30 Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

Rossman-USGS Prey Study for Lake Huron

Tentative date  May 30  5:30 PM Fish Fry Ubly Foxhunters

June 13 6:00 AM Veterans fishing outing Harbor Beach Marina, Contact Kevin Ramsey 
for details

June 18 7:30 Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters, President from MSSFA coming 
to meet club

Jill Wingfield-Great Lakes Fishery Commission

July 16 7:30 Ladies Night Meeting - Painting with a twist

August 20 7:30 Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters

Dave Fielder-MDNR Saginaw Bay Walleye Models

August 23 2:00 PM Pork Roast Harbor Beach VFW

September 17 7:30 Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters,
Nominations for board members and officers

October 15 7:30 Regular Meeting Ubly Foxhunters, Election of Board/Officers

November No Meeting

December No Meeting

Contact Scott Stanke at 989-553-0972 for inquiries.

No calendar events this issue so just header with contact-Scott 
Stanke 989-553-0972

Thumb Contact info page
Scott Stanke, Pres
(989)553-0972
scottstanke@gmail.com 

Bob is now State Director - use phone and email listed

Bob Golochowicz, Dir

2020 TCAS Steelheader’s Calendar of Events

TCAS meets the first Wednesday of each month except July (Cherry Festival) and December (Christmas Party)
Meetings begin at 7 pm at the Traverse City Senior Center, 801 Front St., next door to the Maritime Academy.

2019 TCAS Steelheader’s ...continued
Month Date Event Location / Contact Info

Membership Meetings Held at:
Traverse City Senior Center, 801 Front St., Traverse City, MI 49686

* Ice Fishing Tournaments will be cancelled if ice is deemed unsafe.

There are thousands of fishermen, women and children 
who need to join in taking care
of the Great Lakes and its fishery!

Let’s get them to join!

For more information, 
contact your Chapter Membership Director

or mssfamembership@charter.net

Here’s how it works!
• You (current member) are the sponsor.
• Have the new member fill out the application.
• On the bottom of the application, put your name
   in “Sponsored By” section.
• For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.
• Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing.
• The drawings are held at the April Presidents’ meeting.
• There are between 15 - 25 drawings.
• The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!
For new membership sign-up only!
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