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Dam removal
brings new lifeto
Pigeon River

For nearly a century, the
Pigeon River in the north-
east Lower Peninsula has
been a beautiful, blue-rib-
bon trout stream scarred
with a flaw sometimes fatal
to fish — a dam stuated
about 15 miles downstream
from the river’s source.

Now, after a collabora-
tive effort and litigation
involving the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources, the dam — locat-
ed near Vanderbilt in
Otsego County — has been
removed from the land-
scape, an important accom-
plishment that has been a
long time coming.

The river was first
dammed in the late 1800s
by a timber company to
help transport logs down-
stream. Later, the earthen
dam was rebuilt by a group
of sportsmen known as
“The Lansing Club,” with
the waters behind the dam
maintained as a fishing
pond.

In 1957, a heavy ran
washed out the dam, killing
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trout for miles downstream
and covering vauable
aquatic habitat with silt
from the impoundment.
Sadly, thiswould not be the
only time the dam would
prove disastrous to the
river's trout.

The dam was rebuilt
with concrete. Detroit-area
entrepreneur J. Oliver Black
purchased the property in
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the 1970s and founded
Golden Lotug/Song of the
Morning as a yoga retreat.
The dam generated electric
power for the property.

By 1984, an inspection
showed the dam was in
need of repair and the DNR
issued a permit to alow the
water in the impoundment
to be drawn down and the

necessary repairs made.

You’'re building what? For lake sturgeon?
Heavy machinery working in Kalamazoo River on sturgeon

Recently an excavator
was moving rock out into
the middle of the Kalama
zoo River in southwest
Michigan. An interested
angler stopped to ask the
crew what was going on.

“I told him we're build-
ing a spawning riffle for
lake sturgeon,” said Jay
Wesley, Lake Michigan
Basin Coordinator for the
DNR. “That's a place
where adult lake sturgeon
can deposit their eggs. The
eggsfall into the crevices of
the rock and protect them
against predators and turbu-
lent flows.”

The Kaamazoo River
sturgeon riffle is approxi-
mately 26 miles upstream
from Lake Michigan and
800 feet downstream of
Allegan Dam. It is made of
four to 24-inch field stone
that is placed across the
river. The overall size of the
riffleis 22,400 square feet -
about half the size of afoot-

riffleinstallation
ball field.
The project was made

tribution from Consumers
Energy and a $190,000
Great Lakes Triba Coasta
Grant provided to the
M atch-E-Be-Nash-She-
Wish Band of Pottawatomi
Indians (also known as the
Gun Lake Tribe). The proj-
ect features numerous part-
ners; including the DNR’s

possibleby a$200,000 con- Equipment Crew, Stantec

— -

Parks and Recreation Divi-
sion and Allegan Heavy

(provided design) and
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity (providing monitoring).
There are only about 20
to 30 adult lake sturgeon
that make the marathon
swim (26-miles) up from
Lake Michigan in April to
“lake sturgeon”
Cont’d on page 3

Unfortunately, the dam
was drained improperly.
The repair crew drained the
pool too quickly, washing
sediment downstream,
killing fish and again cover-
ing fish spawning habitat.

DNR fisheries biolo-
gists estimated 53 percent
of trout in the river — locat-
ed within the first few miles
downstream of the dam —

P

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MICHIGAN STEELHEAD & SALMON FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

were killed, while about 30
percent died farther down-
stream. Inall, the DNR esti-
mated more than 33,000
trout were killed over a 21-
mile stretch of the Pigeon
River.

The DNR sought redress
in court, and a judge ruled
that if it happened again he

“Dam removal”
Cont’d on page 7
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LakeErie
Southwestern
Ontario’'sborder lake
deteriorating

Forty years after it was
declared “dead,” only to be
resurrected, Lake Erie is
again like a patient in the
critica care unit.

Southwestern Ontario’s
isthe only of thefive Great
Lakes that American and
Canadian researchers deem
to bein poor condition- and
deteriorating, according to
a summit on lakes water
quality.

“I wouldn't say the
patient is on life-support. |
would say the patient is
struggling but moving in
the right direction,” said
Tim Eder, executive direc-
tor of the Great Lakes
Commission, a high-level
group of policymakers on
both sides of the border
meeting in Toronto this
week.

“We cleaned up Lake
Erie once so we know we
can do it (again),” Eder
said.

“Now, the problems are

“LakeErie”
Cont’d on page 14

FISHERY AGENCIES IDENTIFY MULTI-
SPECIES PREDATOR STOCKING REDUCTION
TARGETSFOR LAKE MICHIGAN

The Lake Michigan
Committee (LMC) has
identified specific predator
reductions for each Lake
Michigan jurisdiction follow-
ing its recently announced
goal to reduce lakewide
predator demand by the
equivalent of 900,000 Chi-

nook salmon by 2018. The
fiveemember Lake Michi-
gan Committee comprises
all state management agen-
cies that border Lake
Michigan and the Chippe-
wa-Ottawa Resource
Authority. Recommenda-
tions from the committee

represent the consensus of
its members.

In working toward the
2018 goal, after much
analysis and discussion, the
Lake Michigan Committee
has agreed to reduce stock-

“Reduction”
Cont’d on page 3

INVASIVE GRASS CARP SPAWNING IN
SANDUSKY RIVER

Courtesy of Great Lakes
Connection-K evin Bunch

During a research trip
over the summer of 2015, a
University of Toledo gradu-
ate student discovered grass
carp — an invasive species
of Asian carp — spawning
viable eggsin the Sandusky
River.

Fortunately, the grass
carp is not the worst of the
Asian carp species. the
invasive bighead and silver
carp that now dominate the
Mississippi River and its
tributaries will directly out-

compete native fish for
food, including popular
fishing targets and prey fish
like yellow perch.

Holly Embke's discov-
ery of eggs around Fre-
mont, Ohio, was not the
first indication that grass
carp were breeding in the
waterway, as juvenile fish
were discovered there in
2012. It does stand as the
first confirmation of spawn-
ing in the Great Lakes
basin, however.

Embke explained that it
islegal in some Great Lakes

states to buy sterile grass
carp for vegetation control,
asthey are voracious herbi-
vores. When the fish escape
they can find their way into
the Great Lakes, wherethey
have been found in &l but
Lake Superior. Those pur-
chased were al thought to
be“triploid” and sterile, and
“Invasive’
Cont’d on page 6
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Looking for steelhead? There’s no need to leave southeast Michigan

Many people agree that
steelnead are one of the
country’s top sport fish. The
bulk of anglers take advan-
tage of their spring spawning
runs in March, April and
May, but some rivers also
have a fall run of steelhead
when fish come into the
rivers well before their nor-
mal spawning period and
then hang out all winter. This
means the next fishing
opportunity is just around
the corner.

Most parts of the state
offer great waters to target
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steelnead and southeast
Michigan is no different! Pri-
marily you’ll find fall steel-
head runs in the Huron and
Clinton rivers, which both
have lots of public access
points along the stream.
“Huron River’s fall steel-
head run can be comparable
to many of the rivers up
north and it’s excellent,
probably because it’s not as
well known,” said Jeff
Braunscheidel, a fisheries
biologist based in Waterford.
“The timing of the fall run is
usually late - typically start-
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ing around early to mid-
November.”

There is also a good
spring spawning run in
March and April.

Once the run begins on
the Huron there’s no short-
age of access points- includ-
ing a small boat launch in
Flatrock (also a destination
on the department’s Trout
Trails application) and a boat
launch at Riverfront Park on
Jefferson Avenue at the
mouth of the river.

Braunscheidel explains
that by using a small boat,
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anglers can fish the deep
holes located on the bends of
the river - it’s not ideal for
wading.

For those without a boat,
shore fishing can be accom-
plished at Huroc Park in Fla-
trock (just below the Fla-

trock Dam) and at Labo Park
(just downstream of I-75, off
South Huron River Drive).

“The fish are hungry so
they are actively feeding,” he
said. “Good baits in the fall
are spawn or lures - such as
spinners or crankbaits.”

The Huron River is a
Type 4 stream which means
it has a 10-inch minimum
size limitand a five fish daily
possession limit (but no
more than three fish can be
15-inches or greater).

“Additionally we stock
on average 60,000 fish there
every spring,” said Braun-
scheidel. “It’s the heaviest
stocked tributary in south-
east Michigan.”

On top of steelhead,
many other species can be
targeted on the Huron River

T .

throughout the year. They
include northern pike, large-
mouth bass and walleye.

As mentioned previous-
ly, not too far away, the Clin-
ton River provides addition-
al options for targeting steel-
head in southeast Michigan

during the autumn months.
According to Cleyo Harris -
another fisheries biologist
based out of Waterford - this
river gets a lot of fishing
pressure but with plenty of
good reason.

“The river is very wade-
able and in some spots - like
at Yates Park - it gets shoulder-
to-shoulder,” he explained.
“But there are a lot of trails
along the river so that affords
anglers the opportunity to
spread out.”

Also a Type 4 stream, the
Clinton River is popular with
fly anglers and is stocked
with about 27,000 steelhead
each year. While many peo-
ple fish immediately below
Yates Dam, River Bend Park
is located just a short dis-
tance downstream and is a

great spot (and also featured
on the Trout Trails applica-
tion).

Northern pike, bass,
suckers and walleye (in the
spring) can also be found
here and the fall run steel-
head tend to arrive a little

earlier than they do in the
Huron River - even as soon
as early October.

Two other rivers to turn
people on to for steelhead in
southeastern Michigan are
Mill Creek and the Belle
River, both located in St.
Clair County. These streams
see a decent spring steelhead
return and are not as crowd-
ed with anglers. They
receive 7,500-10,000 steel-
head during stocking each
spring.

Don’t miss your chance
to experience Michigan’s
wonderful fall fishing - for
more information about
opportunities in the south-
east corner of the state, visit
Michigan.gov/fishing or call
the Waterford Fisheries
Office.




“lake sturgeon”
Cont’d from page 1
spawn. Adults may skip
several years in between
spawning. Currently, the
spawning takes place
immediately below the
Consumers Energy Calkins
Hydro-Facility, known local-
ly as the Allegan Dam. The
fish that make the trip seek
out rocky habitat to deposit
their eggs and most of the
rock habitat previously
available is immediately
below the hydro-electric
turbines. Unfortunately, the
turbulent flow is too much
for the eggs and many are
washed downstream or
become damaged in the

high flows.

This project aims to
entice the lake sturgeon to
use the new riffle and all of
its rocky characteristics -
the ultimate goal is to keep

the eggs healthy and pre-
vent them from being dam-
aged.

“There will be lots of lit-
tle nooks and crannies for
the eggs to fall into,”
explained Wesley. “When
that happens predators -
such as crayfish and round
gobies - would have a hard
time getting to them.”

The riffle will also be
useful for walleye, darters,
smallmouth bass, suckers,
steelhead, Chinook salmon
and coho salmon which
also like to spawn in that
area.

The DNR has been
working for nearly eight
years to help the Kalama-
zoo River’s population of
lake sturgeon. This work
includes  understanding
how many lake sturgeon are
part of the overall popula-
tion, which is estimated at

about 180 adults. It also
involves a partnership with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Gun Lake Tribe
and Kalamazoo River Stur-
geon for Tomorrow to oper-
ate a streamside rearing
facility on the river.

“We really hope the lake
sturgeon use this riffle to
increase their natural repro-
duction and to assist our
efforts to collect more fertil-
ized eggs and larvae for the
streamside rearing hatch-
ery,” said Wesley.

In the future a student
will evaluate the use of the
new riffle by fish in the
river. If the project is suc-
cessful, the DNR and part-
ners will consider con-
structing similar riffles in
other areas on the Kalama-
Z00 River.

“Reduction”

Cont’d from page 1
ing levels of a mix of pred-
ator species by 1.77 million.
This number represents a
17% reduction from the
2013-2015 average lakewide
stocking based on each juris-
diction’s targets. Consistent
with these lakewide goals,
plans released by the indi-
vidual jurisdictions are
shown in article on page 12
that.

During the next year,
the LMC will continue to
evaluate lakewide data and
discuss  implementation
options that will reduce the
equivalent of an additional
50,000 Chinook salmon to
meet the overall predator
reduction target of 900,000
Chinook salmon-equiva-
lents by 2018. Each juris-
diction has agreed in good
faith to meet the intent of
the two-year stocking
reduction target.

“Since fish populations
regularly migrate through-
out Lake Michigan, it’s
essential to achieve collab-
orative lake-wide manage-
ment recommendations that
can inform management
plans for each cooperating
jurisdiction to contribute to
the common goal of sus-
taining our diverse fishery
now and into the future.
Real predator reductions
are necessary to address the
current predator and prey
imbalance,” said Keith
Creagh, Director of the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources. “Each
management agency must
do their part for collabora-
tive management to be suc-
cessful in the Great Lakes.”

“The Lake Michigan
Committee has made great
progress in a very short
period of time to identify
specific reductions of Chi-
nook salmon, brown trout,
and lake trout to achieve its
common goal of reducing
predators in the lake”, said
Jay Wesley, Chair of the
LMC. “I am confident that
the LMC members will
work productively to ensure
achievement of our overall
predator reduction goal by
2018.”

Reducing  predators
underscores the commit-
tee’s shared commitment to
sustain Lake Michigan’s
highly valuable salmon and
trout fishery as the lake’s
ecosystem shifts. Extensive
changes to the lake’s food
web, driven primarily by

invasive species such as
quagga mussels, have
reduced the amount of food
available for pelagic prey
fish like alewife and rain-
bow smelt. Other ecosys-
tem  changes include
enhanced natural reproduc-
tion of key predators, espe-
cially Chinook salmon, and
increasingly lake trout,
which also increase the
pressure on a declining
pelagic prey fish communi-

Captain Denny Grinold,
sport fishing advisor (of
Michigan) and chair of the
bi-national Committee of
Advisors to the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission,
emphasized the importance
of the collaborative man-
agement process. “Jurisdic-
tions must work together to
manage this lake coopera-
tively, as a whole. Deci-
sions made must be based
on science. The one thing
we do know is the fishery
will suffer tremendously if
each agency does its own
thing.” Al House, citizen
advisor (of Wisconsin) and
vice-chair of the Committee

of Advisors added: “The
diverse fishery is an impor-
tant economic component
to not only Wisconsin busi-
nesses but to anglers and
businesses throughout Lake
Michigan. Agencies need to
respond quickly with mean-
ingful cooperative action to
sustain this vital resource
now and for generations to
come.”

The Lake Michigan
Committee comprises fish-
ery managers from the
Chippewa-Ottawa
Resource Authority, Indi-
ana, lllinois, Michigan and
Wisconsin. The Lake Michi-
gan Committee’s work is
facilitated by the Great
Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion, a Canadian and U.S.
agency on the Great Lakes.
The committee meets regu-
larly to share information
and develop shared fishery
management plans, objec-
tives and policies.

For more information,
visit the Lake Michigan
Committee  online  at
www.glfc.org/lakecom/Imc
/Imchome.php.
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The October 12, 2016
Lake Huron Citizens Fish-
ery Advisory Committee
Meeting was very informa-
tive. The meeting began
with the introduction of the
new Lake Huron Basin
Coordinator Randy Clare-
munt. He has an interesting
background first working
for the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, nexta
tribal biologist and research
biologist for the MDNR.
Randy presented his vision
for Lake Huron and proto-
col to implement his goals.
Itis encouraging to see such
commitment to improve the
Lake Huron Fishery.

The first topic of discus-
sion was the status and poten-
tial management options for
Lake Huron Chinook Pro-
gram. This topic will be dis-

cussed over the next year.
The good news is that a
large number of Chinook in
northern Lake Huron have
adapted to foraging on gob-
ies. Stomach samples con-
firmed this. It took 10 years
for Chinook to naturally
reproduce in fresh water
and only 13 years to convert
to a new forage. One com-
mon thought in the discus-
sion is that any cuts in Chi-
nook will be replaced with
another species doing well
in Lake Huron.

Once again the weir at
Swan River on northern
Lake Huron had to be used
to collect Chinook eggs, as
the Lake Michigan weir had
a poor Chinook return. A
million eggs were collected
at the Swan River weir.
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part; some Chinook in Lake
Huron are converting to
gobies, theses eggs and the
resulting fingerlings should
be kept separate from Lake
Michigan sample and plant-
ed back into northern Lake
Huron as well as Lake
Michigan.

The status of the cor-
morant management was
reviewed by representatives
from the US Department of
Agriculture and USFWS.
The bottom line is there was
no management because a
Federal Judge ruled to end
the deposition order. A
group of employees, USFWS
people called PEER (Public
Employees for Environ-
mental Responsibility) said
the research that established
the order was flawed. The
original research personnel

have retired and there is no
personnel willing to con-
duct the research needed.
Bird and nest counts at all
control sites have increased
in 2016 and if this continues
we will be back where we
started. Harassing at plant-
ing sites is still acceptable.
Lake trout stocking on
Lake Huron will end in
2018. Lake trout natural
reproduction has reached a
level that will sustain the
Lake Huron trout fishery.
The only zones that will be
planted will be MH1 and
MH2 which are in the 1836
treaty waters. Research sug-
gests that stocked hatchery
fish are suppressing natural
reproduction. For those of
you that fish lake trout in
Lake Huron, please keep a
log in 2017 of the number

of adipose fin clipped fish
and non-clipped fish you
catch, along with the date
caught. This may prove use-
ful in the future.

I am working with the
Great Lakes Science Cen-
ter, the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission and Basin
Coordinator from the MDNR
to secure names and phone
numbers of individuals that
will be available to present
programs at your upcoming
chapter membership meet-
ings in 2017 covering all
aspects of their work.

For those of you inter-
ested in Atlantic salmon, the
harbor at Lexington in
southern Lake Huron is full
of fish. On October 17,
2016 the MDNR electro-
shocked the harbor and
found fifty four Atlantics
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from 24” to 29” in length
and up to 10 pounds. The
fish are from the 2014 and
2015 plants. The best fish-
ing is in the afternoon and
evening according to local
fishermen. This is the only
harbor plant of Atlantic
salmon. The plant at the
AuSable River at Oscoda
and Thunder Bay River at
Alpena have not produced
any Atlantics so far. CWT
returns for Atlantics in Lake
Huron are the LLSU and
Lexington planted fish.
This will be the last issue of
GLSFN for 2016 and I’'m
wishing you all a very Joy-
ous Holiday Season.

Michigan’s Free
Fishing Weekends:
An annual tradition
Two days twice a year,
families and friends can
enjoy one of Michigan's
premiere outdoor activities,

Michigan
FREE!

The 2017 Free Fishing
Weekends are scheduled for
this winter: February 18 &
19 and this summer: June
10 & 11.

All fishing license fees
will be waived for two days.
Residents and out-of-state
visitors may enjoy fishing
on both inland and Great
Lakes' waters for all species
of fish. All fishing regula-
tions will still apply.

For many, the annual
Free Fishing Weekend has
become a tradition - a time
to get together and have
some fishing fun. While
some may find time to
reflect while fishing, there
are no limits to variations on
a great theme! Experienced
anglers who offer a child or
young adult the chance to
take their first fishing trip
can provide a rewarding
experience for all. People
who fish tend to understand
the natural aquatic network
of plants and animals that
help to sustain fish as well
as the regulations that gov-
ern fishing in Michigan.

Research shows that
young people today do not
have access to fishing
opportunities that were
enjoyed by generations
before them. Some of the
reasons: living in urban or
suburban areas where fish-
ing access is not readily
available, competition for
time by an ever-increasing
schedule of special activi-
ties, and too little time for
unstructured leisure.

Michigan offers some of
the finest freshwater fishing
in the world, with more than
3,000 miles of Great Lakes
shoreline, more than 11,000
inland lakes and tens of
thousands of miles of rivers
and streams.

Fishing, for



Dennis Eade, Exchtive irector

Michigan Steelhead &
Salmon Fishermen’s Association

As the fishing season
winds down on the Great
Lakes and the rivers come
alive with salmon and steel-
head returning to spawn, we
Steelheaders have much to
be grateful for and more to
do to protect and enhance
our sport fishery. We may
not all agree on how best to
manage the Chinook fishery
but we are united in our
commitment to preserve it.
The results of MSSFA’s
statewide survey on the Chi-
nook Stocking Proposal
demonstrated that a majority
of Steelheaders understand
the science behind the pro-
posal and support the reduc-
tions in lake trout and Chi-
nook salmon. Now we need
to focus on preserving the
alewife in the system so that
they are able to mature into
“spawners” and begin to
rebalance the predator/prey
ratio in favor of a sustain-

able salmon fishery.

The political landscape
is about to change with the
upcoming election and we
need to guard against any
movement by the “lame
duck” legislature to bring
the Pro-Net Pen Aquacul-
ture bills to a vote at the
eleventh hour. To accom-
plish the task, we are invit-
ing key members of the
house and senate to accom-
pany members of our coali-
tion on a tour of the Indian
Brook Trout Farm, an inland
aquaculture operation that
raises rainbow trout utilizing
artesian spring water and an
environmentally sensitive
flow through aquaculture
system that removes waste
and phosphorus before the
reclaimed water leaves a
designated wetland area to
flow into Sandstone Creek
in Jackson County. Of the
existing aquaculture facili-

ExecutiveDirector
Dennis Eade

ties in Michigan, Indian
Brook Trout Farm is the
most successful and a repre-
sentation of environmental
responsibility. We will be
telling members of the legis-
lature that we support recir-
culating systems and closed
systems but oppose net-pen
aquaculture in the Great
Lakes.

To further support the
importance of sustainability
of the Great Lakes, | attend-
ed the Great Lakes Science
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MSSFA

in Action Symposium at
CMU in Mt. Pleasant, Ml on
October 14th  U.S. Senator
Gary Peters was the keynote
presenter and he pledged his
full support for “the sustain-
ability of the Great Lakes
over any economic business
interest”. That bodes well
for our ability to call upon
him as a member of the
committee that oversees
NOAA to make certain
Great Lakes aquaculture
interest does not trump our

ability to protect the Great
Lakes from pathogens and
pollution from net pen aqua-
culture.

MSSFA will hold officer
elections at its board meet-
ing rescheduled for Nov. 9th
at MUCC in Lansing, MI.
Greg Gumbrecht has retired
as Membership Coordinator
for MSSFA as of November
1st and Renee Davis from
the Grand Rapids chapter
has accepted the position
effective on the same date.

HIERITINES1

Greg has done an excellent
job in the eight years he has
served and we wish him all
the best going forward. If
you have questions regard-
ing membership matters
please contact Renee at mss-
famembership@gmail.com.
Deb Shephard and | are
preparing for the annual
Show Edition of GLSFN as
we move into the holiday
season. We wish all of you
a Happy Thanksgiving and
joyous holiday season.

ceToStaya PlayinManistee?
InstajlaunehiGampuround:iMaring

Cahin'gTrailer Rentals -+ Rustic To Full Hook-Up
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“Invasive”

Cont’d from page 1
did not directly compete
with any native species.

When she found the
juveniles in 2012, however,
they were “diploid,” or
capable of reproducing.
Embke went on the San-
dusky River one to three
times a week between June
and August 2015 with
bongo nets to try and scoop
up eggs — reasoning that
water temperatures seemed
to be warm enough that the
fish would try to spawn —
while also setting light traps
to try and catch juvenile
carp.

“In the Sandusky we
thought they would spawn
in this one area of the river
close to Fremont, Ohio,
because it fit the character-
istic spawning sites that
they would use in their
native area, where it’s shal-
low and rocky,” Embke

said.

While they failed to
catch any juvenile carp,
Embke said they caught
seven eggs in nets and one,
randomly, in a light trap
downriver. All the eggs
were fertilized and in vary-
ing stages of development,
she added.

Embke already has a
second round of surveying
underway in the Sandusky
this year and hopes to nar-
row down the spawning
location to better determine
where juvenile carp might
be located and caught.

Managing the carp is
important, especially if they
are reproducing in the
basin. Embke said that the
grass carp appetite for
aquatic plants coupled with
larger numbers of fish
would negatively impact
habitat for waterfowl,
insects and other nearshore
fish, as well as increase soil

erosion and reduce overall
water quality due to plant
removal.

Jeff  Tyson,  Ohio
Department of Natural
Resources’ Lake Erie Fish-
eries Program administra-
tor, said that response and
emergency action plans are
in the preliminary stages
but the state should have
something together by 2017
or 2018 to contend with
grass carp. At the moment,
he said, the DNR simply
doesn’t have enough infor-
mation about the species in
the river and where it
spawns to form a meaning-
ful response. Even though
they have reported sightings
going back to the early
1980s, it wasn’t until
around 2011 that Ohio start-
ed documenting fish sight-
ings. In the mean-time, the
DNR is trying to determine
exactly where grass carp are
found in the Sandusky and

where they spawn.

The Ohio researchers
are working with the Michi-
gan Department of Natural
Resources to tag carp and
use that information for
sampling data. Tyson said
the state also is interested in
any grass carp specimens
caught by anglers for
research purposes. You can
report a catch or sighting at
ohiodnr.gov/reportais.

A solitary adult grass
carp also was caught by a
commercial fisherman in
the St. Lawrence River in
May 2016, sparking con-
cerns that the inva-sive
species had made its way
into the waterway. Jacques
Nadeau, communications
director for the Quebec
Ministry of Forests, Wildlife
and Parks, said that single
20-25 year-old fish seems to
be an isolated case, and did-
n’t appear to have a chance
to lay eggs. The province

= g
Fish:sHawk

has budgeted $1.7 million
until 2018 to continue sur-
veying the waterway and
prepare an  emergency
response if additional grass
carp are found.

The 1JC supports an
ecological separation of the
Great Lakes from the Mis-
sissippi River to prevent the
spread of invasive Asian
carp to the basin. This
includes using barriers to
keep the fish from reaching
the lakes.

| totally disagree that
their risk to the environ-
ment is “minimal.” First off,
Jordan’s experience with
grass carp in Ohio is with
triploid fish (meaning they
are sterile and cannot repro-
duce). That means that the
population can be con-
trolled and maintained at
low levels through stock-
ing. But like any invasive
species, once fertile fish
begin to reproduce in the

TROLLING WITHOUT A FISH HAWK
IS CALLED BOATING

WIRELESS SPEED, TEMPERATURE, AND DEPTH AT THE DOWNRIGGER BALL.

Visit fishhawkelectronics.com to read stories from real Fish Hawk customers and learn why
Fish Hawk is one of the most important pieces of marine electronics you can own.

ELECTRONICS

fishhawkelectronics.com

environment — all bets are
off. There is plenty of
research that shows the im-
portance of marshes and
wetlands to fish production.
These areas provide critical
spawning or nursery habi-
tat to many species in the
lake. And if you look at the
history of wetland habitat in
Lake Erie, because of fill-
ing and draining over time,
about 90% of that habitat
has been lost — putting addi-
tional significance on those
that remain. And these are
the very types of habitat that
would be affected/degraded
by this species. These are
big fish that can eat a lot of
vegetation-one of the recent
catches by our Lake Erie
commercial fishermen was
62 pounds! It is not a great
photo because they were
doing surgery on the fish —
but you can see how deep
the fish is and it runs the
entire length of the truck
tailgate. Our Michigan
commercial fisherman have
caught 13 grass carp just
this year and they have
averaged around 30 pounds.
So far the grass carp we
have tested, about 80% are
diploid — meaning they are
capable of reproducing.

We are collaborating
with Holly and the U of
Toledo and did the same lar-
val testing for grass carp
last year on the River
Raisin. Fortunately, all our
results came back negative.
That work continues and
has expanded some this
year.

In addition, we are
doing some cutting edge
research to get more infor-
mation on this species.
Cleyo, out of our office, has
been implanting grass carp
caught by commercial fish-
ermen with acoustic trans-
mitters (last year and this
year). This is using the same
receiver system that Chris
Vandergoot talked to MWS
a meeting or two back. We
are getting really good
movement information and
the hopes are that if we can
get detailed information on
the timing and location of
movements, then we can
begin to design a control
effort. The grass carp that
are being recovered that are
recovered are dead — we are
getting stomach content
data, genetic samples, and
otolith samples. A researcher
at CMU is looking at the
genetic samples to deter-
mine the number of spawn-
ers and from that generate a
population estimate. And
the otoliths are being ana-
lyzed to look for chemical
signatures that may provide
a clue to where the fish are
spawning and being pro-
duced.

So you can see we are
taking this threat very seri-
ously and are contributing a
significant effort, in collab-
oration with university
researchers and our partner
Lake Erie management
agencies, to get more infor-
mation. And because they
have the same life history,
any information learned
about grass carp will put us
in a better position should
we ever have to deal with
silver or bighead carp.

D@ W& s



“Dam removal”
Cont’d from page 1
could order the dam removed.

In 2008, a mechanical

failure of the flood gates
again caused a massive dis-
charge of sediment. The
resulting fish kill was per-
haps the biggest yet. Some
estimates put mortality at
more than 400,000 trout.
But even without the
fish kills, the dam was a

n’t come without a fight.

A lawsuit was filed
against Golden Lotus/Song
of the Morning by the DNR

and the Michigan Depart-

ment of Environmental
Quality, joined by Trout
Unlimited.

Ultimately, the parties
agreed the dam would be
dismantled.

“Admittedly, everyone
at Song of the Morning

Pigeon River Country
Association, a group that
has long sought the dam’s
removal, agreed that during

the litigation phase, the par-
ties moved from being
adversaries to being part-
ners.

“While the evolution of
the Pigeon River is well
under way, it’ll be years and
possibly decades before the
process is complete,” Jarec-

blemish on an otherwise
pristine river — one of the
best brook trout fisheries in
the state.

“The dam produced
guantifiable fish kills, but
that doesn’t mean it didn’t
kill fish routinely,” said Tim
Cwalinski, the DNR fish-
eries biologist who oversees
the Pigeon River. “They
operated it as a peaking
facility, running peak flows
when they were operating
the turbines. The river went
through multiple ups and
downs daily. That’s not
good for a river. There’s no
stability for the inverte-
brates, for the (fish) eggs,
for everything.”

Removal of the dam
will greatly improve the
aquatic habitat, allow fish
passage upstream and pro-
duce better water tempera-
ture conditions downstream
from the old dam site.

“Not having peaking
operations is going to have
a positive impact on the
downstream invertebrate
habitat,” Cwalinski said.
“That river has very few
issues. The water tempera-
ture is good from upstream
to downstream — it’s proba-
bly 3 to 5 degrees lower
now downstream from
where that impoundment
was. So it provides more
trout habitat in summer.”

Removing the dam did-

dearly loved the lake that
for decades served as a
reminder of the silent still-
ness of meditation that is

our tradition,” Linda
Gabby, board chairwoman
of Golden Lotus, Inc., said.
“However, when the oppor-
tunity arose to heal both the
river and our relationships
with neighbors, the promise
of good will and a restored
river outweighed the loss. |
haven’t looked back.”

Gabby said those who
ultimately became partners
in the project will recall
meeting one memorable
evening in spring 2012 at
the Pigeon River Forest
headquarters to share sto-
ries of their personal con-
nections with the river and
to explore the possibility of
forging agreements that
would focus on common
purpose.

“To me, this was the
turning point in our years of
negotiations prior to dam
removal,” Gabby said. “The
ability to walk away from
discord and personal self-
interest and to restore good
will has been, for me, the
great teaching of this expe-
rience, this and the discov-
ery that our river has a
voice. What a joy it is to
hear the sound of the Pigeon
as it flows through our
retreat center.”

Joe Jarecki, treasurer of

ki said.

One of the biggest hur-
dles to removing the dam
was the cost involved. The
DNR came through with an
Aquatic Habitat grant and
the Great Lakes Fishery
Trust kicked in, too. Addi-
tional partners also came on
board.

“It took some time for
people to come together,
but once we had the com-
munities aligned, we were
able to get the work done on
the ground,” said DNR
Deputy  Director  Bill
Moritz, who is chairman of
the Great Lakes Fishery
Trust Board of Directors.
“It’s all about collabora-
tion.”

Brad Jensen is the exec-
utive director of Huron
Pines, a nonprofit conserva-
tion group in the northeast
Lower Peninsula that over-
saw the Pigeon River dam
removal. Jensen praised
Michigan’s sportsmen for
their support of a license fee
increase two years ago.

“Revenue from the
license fee increase made
this possible,” Jensen said.

Indeed, the aquatic habi-
tat grant that helped fund
the dam removal was the
first of many the DNR has
awarded since the license
fee increase, which prom-
ised sportsmen “more bang
for their buck.”
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“This has been a great
project,” Jensen said. “So
many partners made this
come together.”

Bryan Burroughs, exec-
utive director of Trout
Unlimited in Michigan, said
his group was “deeply satis-
fied” with the outcome.

“It’s what our board set
out for,” Burroughs said.
“We were very resolute that
the dam be removed. It’s
been a long ride with a lot of
twists, but we’re here.”

But we’re not there.
That’ll take time.

“There’s still the sand

trap that needs mainte-
nance, but it is working and
everything’s progressing
very well,” Burroughs said.
“We want to make the
Pigeon River all that it can
be.”

What it can be is 46
miles of free-flowing, blue-
ribbon trout stream with a
mixture of cobble, gravel
and sand that provides ideal
trout habitat.

The river has estab-
lished a new channel
through the old impound-
ment. Steep, clay walls,
though unnatural, line the
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banks just upstream of the
old dam site. Those walls
will eventually break down.

“The river will chew at
those walls over time,”
Cwalinski said. “We’re
only a year into this. The
river’s healing and it takes
time.

“The real story here was
working together and com-
municating — us, them,
Trout Unlimited, Huron
Pines, everyone. The true
story was breaking down
those barriers.”
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Almost Mainstream Steelhead

Unusual techniques and tackle to resolve common problems.

By Dave Mull
Necessity being the

mother of invention has led
to many advances in the
world of steelhead fishing.
Here are some tricks and
tools breaking on the steel-
head scene that answer
common dilemmas.

My favorite rivers are
low and I can’t get my plugs
far enough behind the boat
without constantly grinding
bottom and snagging. What
should 1 do?

It has a slightly befud-
dling name, but the Church
Stern Planer is basically a

St. Joseph River where fish
often hold in water six feet
deep or less.

“You set them to where
the boat doesn’t spook the
fish,” says Lausman. “And
our fish like high-action
lures such as Hot-N-Tots
and Worden’s 3.5-inch Mag
Lip. With the Stern Planer,
you just let out 20 to 30 feet
of line, clip the thing on and
let it 150 or 200 feet behind
the boat. This keeps the
deep-diving plugs in what |
call the ‘steelhead eye

zone,” above the fish.”
He noted that having

cone of hollow plastic
designed to clip to your
fishing line ahead of the
lure, and then take that lure
well behind your boat.
Capt. Bob Lausman of
Sawyer, Michigan, (Coho
Bob’s Sport Fishing Char-
ters, 269-470-0720) almost
always has two of them
deployed behind his Caroli-
na Skiff when forward
trolling the heavily stocked

Church Stern Planer

this cone with its flat end
close to the lure helps hook
the striking steelhead too by
providing instant resistance
when the fish strikes. Plus,
especially with no-stretch
braided line, the wiggling of
the lure is still transmitted to
the rod tips, which lets the
angler know if the plug
picks up any debris that
kills its action.

What if the fish don’t

want spawn or | run out
of it?

Spawn skeins and loose
spawn tied into bags are
proven fish-getters through-
out the steelhead landscape,
but when salmon or other
steelhead aren’t actively
spawning and providing
fresh natural eggs, steelhead
often spurn hooks baited
with them.

On the Pacific Coast,
anglers switch to baits that
steelhead naturally find in
the ocean, such as coon
shrimp and prawns. In the
Great Lakes, anglers Andy
Peterson and his father
Steve, who charter and run
Starboard Choice Marine
(574-257-7827);
www.stbcm.com
in Mishawaka, Indiana, often
bait up with alewife fillets
from the natural forge that
steelhead find in Lake
Michigan before entering
the river. They use chunks
of fillets brined in salt or tie
the meat into spawn bags.

“Steelhead have a keen
sense of smell and readily
take what they’ve been eat-
ing all summer,” says Steve
Peterson.

Oregon steelhead veter-
an Dave Eng, says egg-imi-
tating hard beads have
become hugely popular on
the West Coast and are
making inroads onto Great
Lakes tribs, too.

“Steelhead actively feed-
ing on spawn will suck a
glass bead under a float and
drifting with the current so
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readily that they often get
hooked deep in their
throats,” says Eng. “You
have to put the hook an inch
or two below the bead,
which you can peg with a
toothpick or loop your
leader around to keep in
place. That way, when you
set the hook, the bead slips
out of the fish’s mouth and
the hook gets the fish near
the lips, where it’s easy to
remove and release the
fish.”

What if they’re eating
sculpin and you’re tired of
spending 30 minutes tying a
complicated imitator that
often gets snagged and bro-
ken off within five minutes?

That’s exactly the situa-
tion that led Craig Lewis to
try a lure far more common
for bass. Proprietor of Erie
Outfitters (440-949-8934;
erieoutfitters.com) and
steelhead guide on the Lake
Erie tributaries known as
“Steelhead Alley” near his
base in Sheffield Lake,
Ohio, Lewis employs soft
plastic goby imitators,
notably the 4-inch Goby
and 3.5-inch Goby Jr. from
Poor Boys Baits ( 574-267-
465; poorboysbaits.com).
T T o i :

“I just nose-hook one on
a No. 2 or No. 1 Gamakatsu
Octopus-style hook or a
1/32-or or 1/16-ounce jig-
head like you’d hook a live
minnow. The lure goes
through the water belly-
down that way, looking nat-
ural,” says Lewis. “l add
some split shot and fish this
with a center-pin rod below
a 6- to 11-gram float, just
letting the environment add
some action.

“Sculpin are a threat to
steelhead eggs and the
steelhead not only eat them
for nutrition, but | think also
attack them out of protec-
tive instinct when they’re
on the redds.”

Lewis said plastic gob-
ies have proven effective
beyond his local streams,
producing in the Niagara
River as well as in Michi-
gan flowages.

“Guys who have tried it

really believe in it and do it,
but it seems like that’s just a
few steelheaders around the
country,” Lewis says.
All I have is bass boat—
don’t I need a lot of spe-
cialized gear and rigging
to catch steelhead?

“You can fish for steel-
head—and do pretty well a
lot of times—just chunking
and winding like you would

for bass,” says David Rose
who runs Wild Fishing
Guide Service (231-276-
9874; wildfishing.com) in
Grawn, Michigan. Rose
takes the 18-foot aluminum
boat he uses for a wide vari-
ety of inland and Great
Lakes species to Northern
Michigan rivers such as the
Betsie and Big Manistee,
drops  his  bowmount
trolling motor and casts.
“A lot of steelhead guys
get in a mindset that the
only ways to catch them are
traditional drop-back meth-
ods through deep holes,”
Rose says. “Casting allows
you to probe shoreline
blowdowns and other cover

where steelhead hold and
almost never see any kind
of bait or lure. It also lets
you present lures to fish
holding in more traditional
spots in ways they don’t

other end and eat salmon
eggs. A fast-moving plug or
a 5-inch plastic grub on a
jighead coming fast down-
stream sort of shocks them
into striking.”

Favorite crankbaits for
the technique include deep-
diving versions of Rapala
Husky Jerks and Smithwick
Rogues. A 5-inch K-Grub
from Custom Jigs 'n‘ Spins
in the orange-tailed Firetiger
pattern is another go-to bait
when Rose hopes to get
reaction strikes from steel-
head.

Wicked Lures
(360-460-6078)
wickedlures.com, developed
on the West Coast gaining

Goby Jr.’s

fans wherever steelhead run
are particularly suitable for
casting in rivers. A combi-
nation spinner blade and
“hootchie” squid ahead of a
single hook, they are

combination spinner blade and hootchie squid

usually see lures.”

He explains that drop-
back methods of plug fish-
ing moves hardbodies or
bait slowly downstream
into the face of steelies. By
quartering casts upstream
and cranking fast enough to
make crankbaits wobble,
the angler brings lures into
the fishes’ faces fast, pro-
voking reaction strikes.

“The downstream sec-
tions where holes tail out
are great steelhead holding
places,” Rose says, “espe-
cially if salmon are spawn-
ing at the upper end of the
hole. Steelhead lay in the

designed to be fished on a
leader 2 to 4 feet behind the
weight—sort of a Carolina
rig that isn’t dragged on the
bottom.

“Just use a bass casting
sinker, usually from ? to ?
ounces ahead of a barrel
swivel,” says inventor
James Beasley of Port
Angeles, Washington. “The
weight placement lets you
find bottom and feel other
structure like logs before
you hit it with the spinner
itself and get snagged.
You’re in the strike zone
longer and can cover way
more water.”
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Us.,

MSSFA was organized in August of 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working
to protect. They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars,
sport-fishing shows, derbies and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crewmember for a day of fishing.

With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our
rivers, streams, inland lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms and has spent countless
hours working behind the scenes and attending hearings.

So why join the Steelheaders.....Got kids, love fishing. JOIN NOW! And become a member of the largest organized group of fishermen in the Midwest. There are
chapters throughout the entire state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children, and generations to come.

The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSEN)

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing.”
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader.” Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News.”

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures. And has become
well renown for it’s January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river
fishing, big lake fishing to inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route to all the new products and techniques on the market through our advertisers.

New Website under construction.
CHAPTER CONTACTS

Battle Creek

Dave Middleton, Pres.
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

Ron Killian, Dir.
269-838-3425

Website: http://bc steelheaders.us

Grand Haven
Roger Belter, Pres.
616-842-0877
mibelter@altelco.net

Rich Wilson, Dir.
517-676-2920
rtwilson42@yahoo.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com

Flint River Vall
Randy Baily, Pres.

231-342-0057

reelbrat@netscape.com

Mike Battista, Dir.

248-627-6393
mmbattista@charter.net

Website: www flintsteelheaders.com

| TP
www.facebook.com/pagesiFlint
steelheaders

Membership

Renee Davis

616-350-6933
mssfamembership@gmail.com

Don Remington, Pres.
616-329-3520
donremington99@yahoo.com
Nick Hamadanchi, VP

616-401-6080
Nick.Hamadanchi@gmail.com

Bob Strek, VPITreasurer
616 723-1268
Website: www.grsteelheaders.org

B o ook

https:/lwww.facebook.com/search/103
553289484/members

Holland

Steve Weatherwax, Pres.
616-836-3809
Wanxer1221@yahoo.com
Brian Eade, Dir.
616-836-4071
brian.eade@live.com

Website:
www.hollandsteelheaders.org
I § focenook

www.facebook.com/pages/Holland-
Steelheaders

Executive Director
Dennis Eade
616-298-8842
deneade@charter.net

Great Lakes Bay Region
Mark Trudell, Pres.

989-839-4920
kathy@steel-headers.com

John Letts, Sr., Altemate Director
Vicki Decker , Membership Director
989-859-7472

B 1l cevook
www.facebook.com/pages/Great
Lakes-Bay Region Steelheaders

Huron Valley
Ron Delk, Pres.
734-654-2847
734-497-4187

Andy Tepfenhart, Dir.
734-722-0326
atepfenhart@comcast.net

Website: www.huronvalleysc.org
T

www.facebook.com/pages/Huron-
Valley-Sportfishing-Club

Metro-West - Livonia
Larry Tabaka, Pres.
517-546-2824
LamryTabaka@comcast.net

Mark Platt, VP

248-672-5440
meplatt1132@comcast.net

Eric Braden, Dir.

734-854-8378
Eric.Braden{@BP .com

Henry Nabors, Membership Director
248-225-4964
HHMabors@ameritech.net

Website: www.metroweststeelheaders.org
B cebosk

hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/58961236
1115937/ ?ref=br_tf

Southwest Michigan
Jim Marohn, Pres.
269-983-7298

Robert Schultz, Dir.
616-450-4849
bob_schultz9259@att.net

ook

| TE

jim.marohn@doubledayoffice.com

Website: http:ffiwww.swmisteelheaders.com

www.facebook.com/southwestmichigansteelheaders

Traverse City Area
Joe Cruzen, Pres,

741 Indian Trail Blvd.
Traverse City, M| 49686
248-563-0302

Henry Nabors, Director
248-225-4964
HHNabors@ameritech.net

. i facabook
hitps:/www.facebook.com/sear
chitop/?q=traverse%20city%20
steelheader

Thumb Chapter
Kevin Ramsey, Pres.

989-550-9227

South Haven

Tim Stegeman, Pres.

269-208-4235
president@southhavensteelheaders.com
Jeff Dehn, Director

269-377-5554
statedirector@southhavensteelheaders.com

Website: southhavensteelheaders.com
B J Focebook

www.facebook.com/southhavensteelheaders

krramsey@svsu.edu

Steve Lapeak, Director
989-324-0255
dist24cm@aocl.com

Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
| T Pt

nSteelheaders

www.facebook.com/ThumbChapterMichiga

White River

Clint Pollock, Pres.
231-893-0210
whpoliock@netzero.net

M.S.S.F.A. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

MUCC Headquarters
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
2101 Wood Street
Lansing, MI

November 9, 2016

|Membership Expiration Date:

[fomays: Ciate: Method of Payment: Check Cash Credit Card Check Membership Type Below
(check one) Visa mC CC Exp. Date: 3-Digit Code Renewal:
ICredit Card Number: New Member:
Phone #: A iat (Home

Chapter required below)

|[Members Name:

Other:

Address:

|City, State, Zip

Erite in Home Chapter if Associate

embership Payment:

e-mail Address:

Tribal Negotiations Fund

Sponsored By:

1 Battle Creek $50.00

PAY$$$ TO BELONG

A list of participating retailers is on page 11 of this issue.

o1 Flint River Valley $40.00

0 Grand Haven $40.00

o Grand Rapids $45.00

11 Great Lakes Bay Region $40.00

Rev. 9-14-15

© Holland $40.00

o Huron Valley $40.00

o Metro West $40.00

o South Haven $40.00

L SW MI. (St. Joseph) $45.00
o Thumb $40.00

Total:

MSSFA State and Chapter Dues (yearly)

= Traverse City $40.00

© White River $40.00

L At Large Membership $35.00
= Junior Membership $5.00

Mail To: MSSFA
1950 Grand River Drive NE
Ada, MI 49301
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Fishing The Lake Michigan Waters
Off Manistee, Michigan For
Salmon and Trout

Convenient Location next

to Manistee, Little

1

i

|  Manistee and Bear Creek
i

B

Sport Fishing Charters

Capt. Fred Bolton 4544 Amick Street

Brethren, Michigan 49619
Phone: 231-477-5588

> 231'477'5588 & Website:

www.brethrenbungalows.com

TNT
CHARTERS

LAKE MICHIGAN FISHING AT ITSFINEST
Over 25 Years Experience

USCG Licensed Cell: 248.670.2479
State DNR Inspected Email: FreddieB@acegroup.cc

¥ www.FreddieBSportfishingCharters.com ' 1

All makes, all models, rod repairs and
custom rods. Large Parts Inventory.

t]"lc‘"ﬁ ree l F_){' O P | e.com

For reservations or information call or email.
3021 CAPT. TODD HUNDLEY (231) 723-9907
S USCG Licensed & DNR Inspected ~ Email: thundley@chartermi.net

www.tntcharters.com

"The Reel People 1s for sale, ime to go fishing more."

ichi - g MSSFA State Board of Directors, Offi d Committee Chai
The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen's Association ate Board of Divectors, Oficers and Bommifiee Shals

~ Dr. Ken Merckel President A i Dl kenmerckel@yahoo.com
Provide leadership and input nto the following DNR committegs:
~ Dennis Eade Executive Director deneade@charter.net
' . I ! ' \ ~ e} Sk fae;;egirg Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee prolongortem
v Lake ErielLake St Claire Citizens Fishery Advisory Commiee | | oo s g
~ Jim Vander Maas Tribal Negotiations Committee Co-Chair jvmass@charter.net

v Lake Huron Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee

_ W , . g ~ Brian Eade Tribal Negotiations Committee Co-Chair brian.eade@live.com
' 'ake MlChlgan Cltlzens FlShery Adwsory Commlltee ~ Scott Stoney Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory Fishery Committee scottstoney@comcast.net
() Co|d Water Resources AdVlSOry Commlﬂee ~ Roger Hincheliff Streams Committee RHinchcliff@mortgageone.biz
~ Renee Davis Pays to Belong Coordinator mssfapays@gmail.com

Membership Director mssfamembership@gmail.com

v Warm Water Resources Advisory Commifte

Revised: 10-26-16 djs

MSSFA Pays to Belong Program
Name Address City State Zip Discount Type
1 |AJs Automotive 13711 Ironwood NW Walker ] 49544 |Member Rates B

2 |Al & Bob's Sporis 3100 S. Davison - Wyoming - Mi 49548  |10% Discount with Al & Bob's Card

3 A Auto Care 1234 Ball Ave. NE Grand Raplds Mi 49505 Member Rates .

4  |Alpine Rent-All & Sales 1452 Alpine Ave NW Grand Rapids Mi 495_04 10% on Stihl & Toro Parts. Www. alpqnerent—alt com mfc@alpmerenball com

5 |Ann's Custom Canvas 14414 Remembrance Rd Walker M 49544 |10% Discount, not valid on specials. Mention steelheaders before ordering

6 |ARMS, Inc - Radon Remediation & Testing 143443 - 27th St |Mattawan M 49071 |Member Rates www.e-armsinc.com 1-888-447-2366

7 |Art Van Fumiture |Statewide B B Friends and Family Sales only (need special coupon)

8 |Auto Owners Insurance 303 E. Monroe Durand Mi 48429 Rowe Agent Group #486

9 |Batteries Plus 2061 N-139 Suite B Benton Harbor - M 49022 |10% & Member Discount 269-925-7374 www.batteriesplus.com

10 _ [Batteries Plus |pseBayParkDrSuteB fHoland [ M| 49424 |10% & Member Discount 616-396-9914 www.batteriesplus.com

11 |Batteries Plus 5228 S, Westnedge Ave Kalamazoo i 49002  |10% & Member Discount 269-553-2355 www.batteriesplus.com

12 |BatteriesPlus _[2031 28th Street SE o Igentwood M| 49512 ]10% & Member Discount 616-575-0500 www.batteriesplus.com

13 |Batteries Plus 5839 Hrvey Street, Suite 6 B Norton Shores M 49444  110% & Member Discount 231-747-9168 www.batteriesplus.com

14 |Berkfield & Co LTD ) 2625 Pontiac Lake Road Waterford Mi 48328 |5% Great Lake Sportsmens Program on personal Insurance, on home/auto.
15 _|Big Lake Outfiters of Saugatuck _ 640Waterst  lsaugatuck | M| 49453 |10% onfishing tackle (retail store) with membership card 269-8574762
16 |Big Papa Sportfishing 50642 Oregon Ave. B B B C fMNovi B oM 48374 |10% except on equipment

17 |Bladk Dog Quffitters 4444 14 Mile Rd Rockford Mi 49341 |10% Discount on fly tying materials, hooks & lines. www.blackdog-outfitters.com
18 S. b e o N |$15 Annual Membership Dues - Use Membership # GA837238

19 Statewide www.bobsoutdoors.com 10% Discount (www,bobsoutdoors.com)

20 |Dayton, Rick R, DDS 169 Louis Campau Promenade Ste 2A Grand Rapids M 49503  |20% off all services  (616)458-2545

21 |Cascade Capital Funding 4251 Cascade Rd. SE Grand Rapids M 49546  |Free appraisal up fo $300.00

23 |Dockside Marine, Inc 14320 State Rd Glennie MI 48737 |15% Off Parts & Accessories (Excludes Electronics)

24  |Dunham's Sports |Statewide 10% Discount # 50050/3

25 |Firestone - Metro 25 19268 Middiebelt ~|tivonia p— M 48152 |$20 off on $200 or more on service www.metro25firestone.com |

26 |Fish with Jim Outfitters hrtp :Iwww. fishwithjimoutfitters.com/ 248-252-1277 ) e Discount $50.00 off the total trip price.

27 |Glacier Corporation 1021 Fuller St. B B |Santa Ana B B CA 92701 |Aquarium Chillers for "salmon in classroom) $625 + 60 (s&h) = $685

28 |Gold Coast Outfitters LLC |6755 Buttemut Dr Port Sheldon M 49460  |10% Discount www.goldcoastoutfitters.com

29  |Great Lakes Angler Magazme Www, glangler com ) ~ |Use promo code MCLUB10 1yr/$13, 2yn'$25 3yri$36

30 |Health First Chiropractic Clinic |2526 Woodmeadow Dr SE B Grand Rapids | M| 49546  |First Visit Free

31 |Homestead Resort on Betsie River 2399 Dam Rd N ) Benzonia B MI | 49616 |10% In Season, 25% Off Season (homestead@crystal-rentals.com)

32 |insta-Launch Campground 20 Park Ave |Manistee Mi 49860 |Member Discount

33 |insurance Shop!Fremant Ins. 1824 Water St. East Jordan Ml 49727  |10% Discount off insurance for MSSFA Group Members

34 |Jim Waldron Pontaic, Buick, GMC 1146 S. State Rd = Davison " M 48423  |Contact Nick Russlol for Sales, 10% off all parts not to exceed $100.00 -
35 |J Smith Custom Tackle 1136 E Hughes Lake Road Rose City MI 48654  |15% - 20% off depending on rod. Customrodsbyjsmith.com 989-685-2819
36 |K &M Marine 14990 Telegraph Rd  |rediod o | [ ] 48239 |10% off merchandise except sale items (www.kandmmarine.com)

37 |Kamp Oil Inc |6467 Manistee St Fredic Mi 49733 |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avail.

38 |Kamp Oil Inc 3650 Eastern Ave SE Grand Rapids Mi 49508  |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avail.

39 |Beebe Qil Co (aka Kamp Oil) 14999 22 Mile Rd Utica M 48317  |Citgo Sea & Snow 4-1 gal case 13.50/gal = 54/case, other disc avail.

40 |Lapeer Boat Service 3556 Fort Knox Dr Lapeer M 48446  |10% off parts and labor (810-245-6038)

41 |Liberty Tax Service 544 E.BthsSt. Holland Mi 49423 $20.00 Discount on tax service

42 |Life Family Ch;mprachc Centres 15795 Balsam Dr. Hudsonville M 49426 Cmnphmentary 1st visit (excludes medicare) 50% off 1st massage

43 |Linwood Beach Marina & Campground 135 8. Linwood Beach Linwood M 48634  |10% off service work

44 |Logan’s Run Muskegon River Cottage Rental 1648 Gardner St. MNewaygo Mi 49337 |10% Discount www.logansrun.us 616-485-4501

45 [Mark's Sport Shop 11530 Mason Dr Grant Mi 49327  |Member Discount

46 IMC Sports |Major Locations Member Rates with MC Sports Card

47 fmucc 2101 Wood Street . Lansing | m | 48912 [$18.00 Membership Dues

48 |Racks Taxidermy 13662 Cleveland Nunica Mi 49448  110% Discount 616-844-4495

49 |Ramada Lighthouse Inn 1555 Phoenix Rd. South Haven Mi 49090  |20% Discount 269-639-9900

50 |Red Sky Outfitters o 5234 Piainfield Ave NE Grand Rapids — Ml 49525 |10% www.redskyoutfitters.com 616-719-3074

51 |Richfield RV Statewide ; ) ) ) 10% Discount : ) i ;

52 |River Raisin Marina & Campground 2502 E. Elm Avenue |Monroe Mi 48161 |Buy 1 get 1 free - call 313-575-4367 (www.riverraisinmarina.com)

53 |RX Opfical Stalewrde Plan 308

54 |Slamco Internet Sales www.slammertipup.com - 10% Discount

55 |Sun Coast Marine 1172 68th Street South Haven Mi |Member discount

56 |The Angling Outpost 2480 Duck Lane Rd Whitehall Ml 49461  |www.anglingoutpost.com 5% use coupon "steelheader” for online purchases
57 |Tuffy Muffler 1435 N. Beacon Grand Rapids M 49417 |10% off parts and labor

58 |Tuffy Muffier 4384 Kalamazoo SE Grand Rapids M 48512 |10% off parts and labor

59 |Tuffy Muffler 610 28th St SE Grand Rapids M 49507  |10% off parts and labor

60 Tuﬂ'y Muffler 4315 Clyde Park SW Wyoming Mi 49509  |10% off parts and labor

61 : 5 Walker : M 49544 |10% Discount

62 5915 Lillian La Traverse City Mi 49684  |10% Discount on all product ordered (www.warriorlures.com)

63 |West Michigan Propelier 847 loniaAve. NW Grand Rapids. M 49503 |10% Discount T rere—————)
64 |WG Grinders 5769 @th St. SE Grand Rapids Mi 49512 |10% Discount dine mfcam: out !catenng discounts avallable!

\Revised 1/4/2016 djs | michigansteelheaders.org Pays to Belong Chair & Website Committee: Renee Davis 616-363-3564
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Little impact for Michigan anglers expected
from new Lake Michigan fish-stocking levels

After significant negoti-
ations with the other mem-
bers of the Lake Michigan
Committee (LMC) — which
cooperatively manages fish
populations in the lake — the
Michigan Department of

Natural Resources has
finalized its salmon and
trout stocking levels.

With the new stocking
levels, the DNR seeks to
protect the ecology of the
lake by striking the right
balance between predator
and prey fish, while also
protecting a diverse fishery.
The new levels will beginin
2017 and be completed in
2018. The five-member
Lake Michigan Committee
comprises all state manage-
ment agencies (lllinais,
Indiana, Michigan and Wis-
consin) that border Lake
Michigan and the Chippewa-
Ottawa Resource Authority.
Recommendations from the
committee represent the con-
sensus of its members.

Under the lakewide
agreement, stocking levels
of salmon and trout from all
state management agencies
will be reduced by 1.77 mil-
lion fish by 2018. This rep-
resents a 17-percent reduc-
tion from the average num-
bers stocked lakewide since
2013. Each state con-

tributed to the stocking
reduction to varying degrees
to achieve the desired result
across the lake.

Michigan anglers are
not expected to see a signif-
icant impact from the new
stocking levels. Over 70 per-
cent of Chinook salmon har-
vested by Michigan anglers
are wild and hatched in
Michigan rivers. Of the
stocked fish caught by
Michigan anglers, the major-
ity come from neighboring
Wisconsin, which will main-
tain its Chinook salmon
stocking at current levels.

Compared with other
Lake Michigan Committee
member states, Michigan
made the smallest reduction
in its overall stocking.
--Michigan will reduce
lake trout by 270,000 fish,
Chinook salmon by
230,000 fish and Coho
salmon by 96,000 fish.
These reductions repre-
sent 11 percent of all
salmon and trout stocked
by the DNR in Lake
Michigan. In response to
angler concerns about
salmon stocking in partic-
ular, Michigan opted to
cut fewer Chinook salmon
than initially planned. The
state originally had pro-
posed cutting 360,000
Chinook only.
--Illinois will reduce
76,000 Chinook salmon
and 4,000 lake trout (15

percent of all lllinois

stocking).
--Indiana will reduce
123,000 Chinook salmon

and 120,000 lake trout (21
percent of all Indiana
stocking).
--Wisconsin will reduce its
entire fish-stocking alloca-
tion by 25 percent, includ-
ing a minimum of 517,000
lake trout and 350,000
brown trout. Wisconsin
will continue to work with
its stakeholders to refine
its final reduction strategy.

“Fish don’t know bor-
ders or boundaries, so it is
critical that we work togeth-
er as states toward a
lakewide solution,” said Jay
Wesley, Lake Michigan
Basin coordinator for the
Michigan DNR and chair of
the LMC. “The science
solidly points to the need for
change. These changes will
help us achieve the important
goal of a better balance of
predator and prey. We will
continue to annually monitor
fish populations in the lake.
The Lake Michigan Com-
mittee reviews this informa-
tion annually and would rec-
ommend increasing stocking
levels in the future if condi-
tions are favorable.”

Implementing this plan
will take two years. Anglers
may begin to see full effects
of these actions in three to
four years.

“The strategy now being

deployed recognizes angler
concerns throughout the
basin, while seeking to main-
tain a vital fishery,” said
Michigan DNR Fisheries
Chief Jim Dexter. “The
Michigan DNR would not
support a strategy that know-
ingly and substantially
increases the risk of the fish-
ery collapsing.”

Dexter said that reducing
salmon and trout stocking
levels illustrates a shared
commitment to protection of
Lake Michigan’s valuable
fishery, even as the lake’s
ecosystem continues to shift
quickly. Reduced food avail-
ability for prey fish, driven
primarily by invasive mus-
sels, has contributed to
extensive shifts throughout
the entire food web.

“Michigan citizens attach
significant value to our Great
Lakes and want to keep them
strong and diverse,” said
Dexter. “We at the DNR are
committed to making sure
there are abundant fish for
this generation and for the
next.”

Learn more about the
changing ecology of Lake
Michigan and its impact on
salmon by watching a video
on YouTube.

For additional informa-
tion, visit the DNR’s salmon
web page, under Managing
Michigan’s Fisheries on the
DNR website www.michi-
gan.gov/fishing.

Fishing regulation changes
made at NRC meeting

The Michigan Natural
Resources  Commission
approved several fishing
regulation changes at its
meeting Thursday, Oct. 13,
in Lansing. Those changes,
regarding commercial bait,
bow and spear fishing, and
reptile and amphibian pos-
session, are now in affect.
The regulations are part of
multiple Fisheries Orders,
which the Department of
Natural Resources uses to
protect Michigan’s aquatic
resources. The Fisheries
Orders include 201, 216,
219 and 224.

--Fisheries Order 201 sets
fishing regulations on
waters within the Big
Island Lake Complex in
Schoolcraft County. The
approved change added
several lakes that inadver-
tently were admitted to the
list of waters covered
under this order. These
changes will help clarify
coverage of the special
regulations.

--Fisheries Order 216
details regulations for tak-
ing minnows, wigglers
and crayfish for commer-
cial purposes and lists
waters closed to personal
take of minnows. The
approved change consoli-

dated several Fisheries
Orders (203, 227 and 231
—all related to bait) under
216 to simplify the regula-
tions.

--Fisheries Order 219
covers regulations for
anglers using a bow, spear
or crosshow to fish in
Michigan. The approved
changes included remov-
ing Big Bear Lake
(Otsego County) and
Caribou Lake (Chippewa
County) from the list of
waters closed to northern
pike and muskellunge
spearing, removing Tower
Dam Pond (Cheboygan
County) from the order,
and changing the order’s
title from ““Spearing Reg-
ulations — Statewide” to
“Bow, Spear and Cross-
bow Fishing Regula-
tions.”

--Fisheries Order 224
establishes regulations for
Michigan’s reptiles and
amphibians.

The approved change
added five species — includ-
ing the mudpuppy, Fowler’s
toad, pickerel frog, Butler’s
garter snake and smooth
green snake — to the Michi-
gan Natural Features Inven-
tory’s list of “Species of
Special Concern.”

T'here are thousands of fishermen, women and children who need to join in
taking care of the Great L.akes and its fishery!

Here’s how it works!

For new membership

You (current member) are the sponsor.

Have the new member fill out the application.

sign-up only!

On the bottom of the application, put your name in “Sponsored By” section.
For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.

Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing,

At the January President’s meeting, the drawings are held.
There are between 6 & 10 drawings.
The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!

I et’s get them to join!

EEINIEEE

okuma <= =
o] L

For more information and to obtain tickets contact
your Chapter Membership Director or
membership@michigansteelheaders.org




Dam
Management
Grant Program
now accepting
proposals

The Michigan DNR has
announced its Dam Man-
agement Grant Program is
now open for proposals. It
will provide $3.35 million
in Fiscal Year 2017 to
address Michigan’s failing
dam infrastructure through
the funding of dam removals
and critical repair/mainte-
nance. The Dam Manage-
ment Grant Program is
focused on the growing
issue of abandoned, unused
or hazardous dams in
Michigan. The purpose of
the program is to provide
funding and technical assis-
tance to local and state units
of government, nonprofit
groups and individuals to
manage dam removals or
repair major maintenance
projects that will enhance
aquatic resources and fish-
ing opportunities, as well as
reduce infrastructure costs
and improve public safety in
Michigan. There were six
recipients in the program’s
first year, when $2.35 mil-
lion was granted; three
recipients the second year,
when $350,000 was avail-
able; four recipients the
third year, when $350,000
was available; and two
recipients during its fourth
year, when $350,000 was
available. Again this year
there will be an online appli-
cation process for prospec-
tive applicants. Interested
parties will have to register
with MiRecGrants and then
complete and submit their
application once their regis-
tration has been approved
by DNR Grants Manage-
ment. MiRecGrants can be
accessed at:
Michigan.gov/dnr-grants.
Information can be found at
Michigan.gov/dnr-grants.
Applications can be submit-
ted through MiRecGrants
until 3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 11,
to be considered for this
year’s funding cycle.

it’'s/finally/here!aThe
spoonjharness e

thatiwas developedioniSaginaw,Bay, -~

by./local/charter,captains usingour;Stinger

Scorpion: Looksfor/it‘atiyour:favorite tackle'shop in}2016:
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h’i metro-west steelheaders
BETSIE RIVER TOURNAMENT REPORT

Submitted by River Chair-family: Mike, Karen, and Anthony Cortis

It was a great weekend for the tournament and the 1st of the Metro-West Steelheaders fall river tournament schedule. We planned the tournament
early in the season based on some fishing success in August of 2015 on the Betsie River. We had a
nice group of people attend the tournament approximately 30 people for the BBQ, 12 that fished of
which 6 were Metro-West Steelheader Club Members. We invited the Dad's Club from Detroit Cath-
olic Central in Novi to participate in the outing as well. An opportunity for a “Father & Son” outing and
an opportunity for young people and their parents and families to experience what Metro West Steel-
headers is about. We billed it as Father & Son but the invite was extended to all in their family.
Those that attended truly enjoyed the event. The tournament included the Betsie River and any rivers
north of the Betsie giving tournament participants options. We didn't include the Manistee as most of
- the tournaments seem to take place there already.

Team "“Cortis”, the tournament chairpersons headed up in Steelhead One aka “The Trump
Mobile” Friday afternoon after seemingly endless day of school for Anthony. Loaded
down with center pin’s, fly rods, spinning rods and enough skeen and salmon eggs to
supply the DNR for next season...... General chatter for the river from trusted sources
was that the fish were in the river and heading up to spawn so expectations were high for
a great day of tournament fishing.

It rained on the way up to Benzonia, Mi which is about 8
. 44, miles south of Frankfort, fueling the anticipation of more
& . fish being pushed up the river for the early Saturday
e morning tournament start.
We arrived at The Rustic Resort the tournament HQ and dropped the boys we had brought up at the Homestead
Dam. They had started getting ready and hour before our arrival. When we reached the parking area they jumped
out like paratroopers ready to hit the river for some late night fishing. Then “Tangleina” (Karen's fishing nick name
lol) and | checked in at the campsite we had reserved just a few hundred yards from the river and enjoyed the bon-
fire and settled in for the night. The boys were joined by others in the tournament and had a great few hours of fish-
ing before returning to get some rest.

Early the next morning the shotgun sounded and the . °
tournament was on. It was overcast, raining and =3
drizzly all morning and cleared that afternoon justin =2
time for the weigh-in and BBQ dinner. Everyone who attended had a great time. Lots of =
fish on but difficult to land them as fighting mad and fresh from the lake is what I'm told.
When all is said and done one of the visiting non-member tournament participants
emerged triumphant, Codi Robinson of Benzonia, Mi who fished that day with his Grand-
pa landing 3 fish that day and winning the tournament and the big fish award with the
only fish caught on tournament day.

The next day the “Crew” went out fishing and many caught fish. Go figure, maybe that's
why they call it fishing......

The sun finally came out and the crew of 30 or so folks enjoyed the BBQ feast of smoked ribs, chicken and pulled pork and all the fixins. A big thank
you to Tangleina for all the help in putting the BBQ together and preparation of the delicious food.

Plans are already under way for next years 2nd Annual Betsie River
Tournament. Will probably look at moving the date as we identified §
some conflicts with this years event. We are also looking at spon-
soring some additional river events for next season as well.

Thank you to all the participants and the Bustos Brothers for all
their help and support with this event!!!!! It is greatly appreciated.

TRUM B

PS: If your looking for a nice place to stay check out the
Rustic Resort, 2399 Dam Road Benzonia, Michigan 49616
231-882-9950

SPORTEISHINGIPRODUCITS

Comingfini20416
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Advance Tackle lnc.. 05788 US 131 South, Boyne Ealls, MIl. 49713

Office 231-549-3640 Fax 231-549-3642 Dealers Only 800-299-4353
www.mistinger.com email michiganstinger@yahoo.com
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P-Line Original's smaller
diameter gives anglers

increased spool capacity while

maintaining a high breaking
strength. It also enhances
presentation of both live bait
and lures.

CXX X-Tra Strong is the
toughest, strangest, most
shock resistant line on the
market, Anglers and quides
consistently choose CXX for
its abrasion resistance.

i1V

T

VE LINES.
FAVORITES AND

HALO Fluorocarbon ~ the
first Co-Fluoride in the
United States. The union of
unmatched proprietary
extrusion technology,
coupled with the finest raw
materials available.

P-Line Fluorocarbon is
extruded from the highest
quality Japanese fluorocarbon

crystals, ensuring the
best knot and breaking
strength available in a soft
fluorocarbon line.

(21 raises the bar of what
anglers can expect froman
economically priced line. This
copolymer line is made with
Japanese raw materials and
technology, offering top
performance at a great price.

= --""_. "
HE IND
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P-Line's CX Premium
Fluorocarbon Coated
combines copolymer and
fluorocarbon technolagies.
Its low memory and improved
limpness, increases casting
distances.

The Dupont Teflon® Surface
Protector of P-Line XTCB
Braid increases the abrasion
resistance and makes XTCB
flow through quides with
less friction. A tighter weave
adds body, keeping incredible
strength to diameter ratio.

Floroclear's fluorocarbon
coating makes the line
virtually invisible once

it enters the water, giving
you amore stealthy
presentation,

loonshine

— R ——

—

-

Seasonal lake sturgeon releases put nearly
8,000 fish into Michigan waters

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
and several partners released
more than 7,800 juvenile
lake sturgeon into various
public waters across the
state this summer and fall in
an effort to rehabilitate this
culturally significant fish
species.

The juvenile fish were
collected from the wild last
spring and reared in stream-
side facilities until they
reached at least seven inch-
es or larger in size. Most
fish were tagged prior to
being released into their
respective rivers to allow
future evaluations of stocked
fish.

“Many of these stocking
efforts were public events
that shined a spotlight on

how important lake stur-
geon are to Michigan,” said
DNR Fisheries Division
Chief Jim Dexter. “Our
state has a long history with
lake sturgeon, and working
with our partners helps us
protect the species for
future generations.”

These annual stocking
efforts are critical to restor-
ing the state’s lake sturgeon
population. It takes the work
of many partners to secure
funding and resources to
make the restoration possi-
ble. These partners include:
the DNR, Black Lake
Chapter of Sturgeon for
Tomorrow,  Kalamazoo
River Chapter of Sturgeon
for Tomorrow, Little River
Band of Ottawa Indians,
Little Traverse Bay Band of

Odawa Indians, Match-E-
Be-Nash-She-Wish band of
Pottawatomi Indians, Gun
Lake Tribe, Keweenaw Bay

Indian Community, Michi-
gan State University, U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service and
U.S. Forest Service.

The table below shows
which agencies stocked

fish, how many were
stocked, and the date and
location of each stocking
effort.

Agencies PumberorExsh Date Stocked Location Stocked

tocked
Michigan DNR 434 une 20 & Sept. 15/0tsego Lake (Otsego County)
Michigan DNR & Michigan State
University 500 lAug. 20 & Sept. 15|Black Lake (Cheboygan County)
Ml[‘:higa_n DMR & Michigan State 2 635 une 4-28 Lower Black River (Cheboygan
University County)
Little Traw-_:rse Bay Band of 539 Sept. 8 Burt Lake/Sturgeon River (Cheboygan
Odawa Indians County)
Michigan DNR & Michigan State 5 = v
University 497 ISept. 15-22 Mullet Lake (Cheboygan County)
Michigan DNR 997 lAug. 23 (Cedar River (Menominee County)
Michigan DNR, USFWS & Gun A
Lake ?ribe 38 lAug. 29 Kalamazoo River (Allegan County)
Michigan DNR & Michigan State . Upper Black River (Cheboygan
University 765 May 8- Sept. 27 County)
Michigan DNR 1,325 Sept. 12-20 Whitefish River (Delta County)
Michigan DNR & USFWS 519 Oct. 5 Ontonagon River (Ontonagon County)

Total Lake Sturgeon Stocked: 7,864

“Lake Erie”

Cont’d from page 1
can do it (again),” Eder
said.

“Now, the problems are
a little more complex but it
can be done.”

The commission meet-
ing is part of a larger Great
Lakes Public Forum — a tri-
ennial gathering for scien-
tists, environmentalists and
policymakers to dive into a
range of lakes issues: wet-
lands, drinking-water quali-
ty, climate change, econom-
ic development, invasive
species, international col-
laboration and over-all
ecosystem health.

The event included a
new report on the health of
the five lakes, based on the
work of hundreds of scien-
tists from more than 30
agencies and organizations.

On average, the lakes’
health isn’t changing much
-it’s not good, but not poor
either, said Nancy Stadler-
Salt, Great Lakes porgram
co-ordinator with Environ-
ment Canada and Climate
Change.

The lone exception:
Lake Erie.

With its perennial algae
blooms-one a few years ago
grew to the size of Canada’s
smallest province, Prince
Edward Island-and periodic
dead zones, capable of
harming aquatic and human
life, Erie is listed as “poor
and deteriorating.”

Its problem, broadly, is
similar to that of the 1960s
when phosphorus mostly
from industrial and con-
sumer detergents created a
huge, oxygen-starved dead
zone in the lake. That led to
detergent restrictions and
improved wastewater treat-
ment, as well as the 1972
water quality agreement
between Canada and the
U.S.-and a recovered Erie
that became a global suc-
cess story.

Now, phosphorus enter-
ing the lakes comes largely
from urban sewage out-
flows and manure and fer-
tilizer running off farms
into creeks and rivers,
including from Southwest-
ern Ontario’s vast farm belt.

Every rainfall seeds more
of these contaminants into
the shallow lake, which in
summer months grow into
toxic algae in Erie’s western
basin and larger dead zones
in the lake’s central basin.

When the stuff dies and
decomposes, it sucks oxy-
gen out of the lake.

One hope for Erie’s
turnaround is an agreement
by Ontario and Ohio, which
borders the lake on its
southern shore, to reduce
phosphorus entering the
lake by 40 per cent by 2025.
They pledge to have a com-
prehensive plan in place by
early 2018.

That would mean the
annual spring phosphorus
load into Erie would have to
drop by 3,500 metric
tonnes, including 200 met-
ric tonnes from the Ontario
side and the rest from the
Ohio side.

The toxic algae that phos-
phorus fuels fouls beaches
and harbours and, at times,
has been so thick it has
choked boat motors.

Two summers ago,
algae toxins became a pub-
lic health hazard for
500,000 people in Toledo,
Ohio, and Pelee Island
when systems supplying
then with drinking water
from Erie had to be shut
down.

The next year, the mon-
ster algae bloom was even
larger, even though farther
offshore.

Butit’s far from the only
complex problem facing the
lakes and the 40 million
people who depend on them
for drinking, fishing, swim-
ming, transport and eco-

nomic development.

The lake-by-lake assess-
ment, with more complete
data expected to be pub-
lished next year, shows
beach quality is in fair-to-
good shape; invasive
species are over-populous
and expanding; toxic sub-
stances-including mercury,
PCBs and banned pesti-
cides-have dropped by
more than 90 per cent; and
nutrient/algae loading is fair
to poor, and deteriorating.

The Great Lakes collec-
tively represents 20 per cent
of the world’s fresh water.

The commission is advo-
cating for more federal, state
and provincial money to
replace and upgrade aging
water pipelines and sewage
treatment facilities — a cost
the American Society of
Civil Engineers estimates at
$91 billion in the U.S. now,
or almost $200 billion if
deferred for 20 years.

That’s a big, but not
impossible ask, Eder said.

“We’re not poor coun-
tires and we do have
resources and it is a question
of (allocating) resources and
(setting) priorities.”

He noted it’s an impor-
tant time for such discus-
sions, particularly with the
U.S. election campaign
ramping up.

And he said the Great
Lakes is an important eco-
nomic tool, not so much as
an industrial resource, as it
once was, but for its parks
and other amenities.

Delegates from both the
Democrats and Republi-
cans attended a Great Lakes
lobbying session last month
in Sandusky, Ohio, and
offered their support for a
healthier Great Lakes, Eder
said.

“We are  making
progress. We are cleaning
up the Great Lakes.”



Widespread Plastic
pollution found in
Great Lakes Tributaries

Tiny pieces of harmful
plastic, called microplastics,
are prevalent in many rivers
that flow into the Great
Lakes, according to a study
published Sept 16 in the
journal Environmental Sci-
ence & Technology. Results
are also illustrated on a new
USGS microplastics web-
site.

Microplastics fall off
decomposing bottles and
bags, wear off of synthetic
clothing and are manufac-
tured into some toothpastes
and lotions. Scientists with
the U.S. Geological Survey
and State University of New
York at Fredonia studied
107 water samples collected
from 29 Great Lakes tribu-
taries in Minnesota, Wis-
consin, Indiana, Michigan,
Ohio and New York, and
found microplastics in all
samples. Together, these 29
tributaries account for
approximately 22% of the
total river water that flows
into the Great Lakes.

“These microplastics,
which are harmful to animal
and possibly human health,
will continue to accumulate
in the Great Lakes well into
the future,” said Austin
Baldwin, a USGS scientist
and the lead author of the
report. “Our findings can
help water managers better
understand the types and
sources of microplastics in
rivers, and which rivers are
the most polluted with
microplastics.”

Baldwin noted that the
study underestimates the
actual microplastic concen-
trations in the rivers because
the scientists sampled large
microplastics greater than
0.33 millimeters (mm). The

majority of |
microplastics
are smaller than
0.1 mm. :
Key findings
from the study |
include:

**The highest
concentration of |
microplastics
was detected in
the Huron River
at Ann Arbor,
M, at 32 parti-
cles per cubic
meter, or p/m3;
**High levels of microplas-
tics were also detected in the
Buffalo River at Buffalo,
NY (31 p/m3), the Ashtabu-
la River near Ashtabula,
Ohio (23 p/m3), and the
Clinton River near Mt.
Clemens, Michigan (21
p/m3);

**The median concentra-
tion of microplastics in all
samples was 1.9 p/m3;
**Urban watersheds had the
highest concentrations of
microplastics; and:
**Microplastics were also
present in streams in forest-
ed and agricultural areas.
The scientists found various
forms of microplastics in
the river samples: fibers,
fragments, films, foams,
and pellets or beads. Plastic
fibers, which come from
items such as synthetic
clothes, diapers and ciga-
rette butts, were the most
common type detected, at
71 percent of the total parti-

cles. The least common
form found in the river
water was microbeads,

which are the only form
banned by the United States
Congress. This ban has not
yet taken effect.

“We were surprised by
the small number of plastic
beads and high number of
fibers found in the sam-
ples,” Baldwin said. “These
unexpected findings demon-
strate how studies like ours
are critical to better under-
standing the many forms
and fates of microplastics in
the environment.”

Ingested microplastics
can cause digestive and
reproductive problems, as
well as death, in fish, birds
and other animals.
Unhealthy additives in the
plastic, including flame
retardants and antimicro-
bials, have been associated
with cancer and endocrine
disruption in humans. Also,
pollutants such as pesti-
cides, trace metals and even
pathogens can accumulate
at high concentrations on
microplastic particles.

Scientists have found
microplastics nearly every-
where. Aside from rivers,
microplastics are also com-
mon in lakes and oceans, in
freshwater and marine fish,
oysters and mussels, and in
sediment. They are deposit-
ed onto land and water sur-
faces from the atmosphere.

2016 Battle Creek Steelheader's Calendar of Events

November 26

December 10 Christmas Party

St. Joe River Chapter Challenge

Month Date Event Cor ts Membership Meetings Held at:
October 8 Kalamazoo River Salmon Slam Allegan Dam Miller's Time Out

22 Kalamazoo River Memoarial Allegan Dam 13260 Helmer Rd S

29 Kalamazoo River Trout Quest Allegan Dam Battle Creek, MI 49015

Berrien Hills Golf Club

VFW Portage

Social hour 6 PM
Meeting 7 PM
Meetings are 3rd Tuesday of each
month.

BRING A FRIEND!
All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public

2016 Grand Haven Steelheader's Calendar of Events

STC* - DATE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
** - MEMBERS AND FAMILY ONLY - ALL OTHER EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Month Date Event Comments
September 10 Sportsmen for Youth Day www.sportsmenforyouth.com/

17 Grand Haven Salmon Festival, Kid Zone Acitivity area

17 Grand Haven Steelheaders-Salmon Festival Big King Fishing Contest  www.ghsalmonfest.com
December TBD  Annual Dinner & Fund Raiser

Grand Haven Steelheaders: www.ghsteelheaders.com
H '

2016 Grand Rapids Steelheader's Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Comments Membership Meetings Held at:
September 14 Board of Direciors Meeting Diamond Hall 1

28 Membership Meeting 7:30 pm / Social Hour 6:30 pm 435 Diamond Avenue

) Grand Rapids, M 4-9503

October 1 Chapter Buck Contest Begins™ BRING A FRIEND!

3 Board of Directors Meeting All Membership Meetings

24 Membership Meeting 7:30 pm / Social Hour 6:30 pm Are Open to the Public
November 5 Fall River Contest-Grand & Muskegon Rivers & their Tributaries STC*

7 Board of Directors Meeting

12 Fishing Partners Manistee Outing STC*

28 Membership Meeting 7:30 pm / Social Hour 6:30 pm

30 2015 Chapter Fish Contest Ends™
December 1 2016 Chapter Fish Contest Begins**

5 Board of Directors Meeting
12 Chapter Family Christmas Party 6:00 pm - Diamond Hall*™*
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2016 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader's Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments Membership Meetings Held at:
Midiand vl::w Hall
i i i . -1 3013 B ity Rd
September 10 Frankfort City Marina Salmon outing 6:30 am — 1:00 pm M‘S'ﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ %42
1
December 17 Christmas/Awards Banquet Cocktails 5:00 pm, Dinner 6:00 pm .
. Board Meeting starts: 6:00
K of C Hall Auburn, Mi, 48611 Darehi M?,‘%‘“ﬂ artss 700 pm
eboioimriie ol O o o
kathy@steel-headers.com or check Exclapaion of May, June, July and
web page www.steel-headers.com August. A raffle is held following all
Membership Meetings
BRING A FRIEND!
All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public
Register via Marine Radio
channel 72
At beginning of all events.
Weigh in's and Picnics follow
at 2:00 pm.
2016 Holland Steelheader's Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Comments M. i gs Held at:

September ] Final Night for Tuesday Night Fishing League
12 Board Meeting
13 Fishing League Dinner

Bayshore Yacht Club
1862 Ottawa Beach Road
Holland, MI 49424

October 3 Board Meeting Board Meeting Held at:
November T Board Meeting Turk's INM
977 Butternut Drive
December 1 | Membership Meeting (Bay Shore Yacht Club) Holland, Ml 49424
3 Cold Steel River Fishing Tourney
5 Board Meeting BRING A FRIEND!

All Membership Meetings

Board Meetings in at 7:00 pm
ngs beg i Are Open to the Public

Membership Meetings begin at 7:00 pm
Social Hour begins at :00 pm

For more information:
www.hollandsteelheaders.org
http:/imichigansteelheaders.org

2016 Huron Valley Steelheader's Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments Membership Meetings Held at:

Board Meeting
Southgate Veterans
Mamarial Library
14680 Dix-Toledo Rd.
Southgate, Ml 48195

October 8 Huron/Vermillion w/MW Walleye
For more information go to:
michigansteelheaders.org

hitp:huronvalleysc.org

1at Thursday of the Month

The A mu{&%ﬂ{l Legion

11800 Michael Streat
Taylor, MI 48180
BRING A FRIEND!

All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public

Meatings are 3rd Thursday of

2016 Metro-West Steelheader's Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments Chair/Contact Membership Meetings Held at: |
September 6 General Membership Meeting The New Livonia Seniors Center |
10 Salmon Tournament — Frankfort wiTCAS Mike Hartrick I‘jz" Famington ‘:“’;
17 Manistee River Toumament wiTCAS Mark & Laurie Lewallen i Michigas
October 1 Ohio Steelhead Alley (include Elk Creek P. A.) Phil Bustos Dirsclor's Mesting begins at 7:00 pm
4 General Membership Meeting Membership Meeting begins at 7:00 pm
8 Huron Walley Toumament wHVS Jim Robertson
15 Muskegon River Tournament Bob Thomas
www.melrowesistesliheaders.org
November 1 General Membership Meeting Contact: Henry Nabors 248-258-5502
3 ‘Captain/Crew/River Angler 2017 Calendar Meeting Mark Platt E-mail: HHNabors@Ameritech.net
5 River Tournament Manistee w/Det. 5 Mark Platt
19 Pere Marquette River (Flies Only Section) w TCAS Phil Busios BRING A FRIEND!
All Membership Meetings
December & CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS Are Open to the Public
2016 South Haven Steelheader's Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Comments M ip Meetings Held at:
September 15 Board & Membership Meetings Moose Lodge
1025 E. Wells St

October 20 Board & Membership Meetings South Haven, MI 49090
November 17 Board & Membership Meetings

26 River Tournament

BRING A FRIEND!
All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public

December 10 Holiday Party Committee Dates

Pro/Am Tournament Committee: 1st
Wednesday every month Nov thru June
Local Tournament Committee: annually the  hitp:/sc
1st Thursday of December

For information on any South Haven
Steelheader events go to:
hh isteelheaders.com/

2016 Southwest Michigan Steelheaders Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments Membership M gs Held at:

September 8 General Membership & Board Meeting

Berrien Hills Golf Club
690 W. Napier Ave

October 13 Benton Harbor 49022

General Membership & Board Meeting

November 10 General Membership & Board Meeting

Board Meeting 5:30 PM
Social hour 6:00 PM

December 3 Winter Chapter Challenge Tournament Meeting 7:00 PM

9 Christmas Party

BRING A FRIEND!

All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public

2016 Thumb Steelheader's Calendar of Events

Month Date Event Comments Meetings Held At:
October 20  Last Regular Meeting for the Year. Tackle Swap Meet and Sharing Fish Tales @ 7:30 PM Ubl 1I;o§t0 L-Itﬁr;t{em 4%Iul'.'n
Bad Axe, MI 48413
Membership Meetings @ 7:30
pm
Board of Directors Meeting @
6:30 pm
BRING A FRIEND!
All Membership Meetings
Are Open to the Public
2016 Traverse City Area Steelheader's Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Comments Meetings Held At:
September 7 TCAS General Membership Meeting Traverse City Seniors Center
TBD  Chrystal Lake Tournament 801 E. anl Street
10 Frankfort Salmon Tounament wiMWS Traverse City, Ml 49686
17 Manistee River Tournament wiMWS 7:00 pm
18 Senior Center Fish Fry ) )
19 Grand Traverse Bay Tournament (Elk Rapids) All Membership Meetings are
Open to the Public
October 5 TCAS General Membership Meeting WEB Site:
traversecityareasteelheaders.org
November 2 TCAS General Membership Meeting
19 Pere Marquette River Tournament w MWS :
If you have questions contact:
December 7 TCAS General Membership Meeting Henry Nabors
HHNabors@Ameritech.net or call
248-225-4964
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D&R SPORTS CENTER

8178 West Main Street, Kalamazoo
Scan this code with = : [269) 372-2277 (300) 992-1520

your smart phone to
join D&R's Preferred

Customer Program. \o) 22 = Shop Online At

You'll get a coupon

e g & y DANDRSPORTS.COM

of $50 or morel

PRrererreD CusToMER COUPON

Use online or in-storel Mon, Tues 9 am - 6 pm; Wed - Fri 9 am -8 pm

Saturday 9 am-5pm; Sunday 10 am -4 pm

| HUaElte.| Muck BOOT 'PLANO
Presentation . - CLOTHING = Brushland Manta Crossbow Case
Fillet Knives R 7 S SALE .= Wetland Boot 'HOT BUY £8

HOT BUY Q. NN | = N -~~~ HOT BUY $7999
$4 Q99 41 N/ Men’s, Women’s $00Q99
19 ph - 2 & Youth Clothing 29

Reg. $39.99 i TR by Under Armourr Reg, $139,99

| * |l Sitka, ScentlLok | Fits most crossbows. Lid bolt storage,

6" stainless steel knives with laminated birch " L and more! Waterproof, fleece lined, stretch-fit | PilarLock system, extra limb support foam,
handles and leather sheath, g ] * | topline, 5mm CR flex-foam bootie. | heavy-duty latches,

OKUMA OPTI-TACKLE : o | OKUMA
Classic Pro Downrigger Combos | Ready Rigged Copper Supreme ‘:\ 10% OFF Convector Reels

Reg. e SALE Michigan Stinger |
P seoss A $24.99 if‘:h Scorpion Spoons fAVE
SALE *49°° : s "m'-*:.. %20

Reg. $27.99 4
Reg. $79.99 - $99,99

| Reg. $109.99

Classic Pro Downrigger rod in 8'6" or 9’0" is paired g, 30 Ib 7-strand tin coated | 2.25" in length, 5/8" wide. Perfect for trolling, casting
with Okuma’s Big Lake Tournament Reel (BLT30D). Copper Supreme pre-tied | or jigging. Great off planer boards in spring or as a Features durable brass main and pinion gears,
Reel features inverted levelwind system, line counter with TufLine XP and mono | slider off downriggers anywhere you find small stainless steel reinforcing side plate rings, and
and star drag. leader | baitfish. Standard and UV colors. | Okuma's patented Mechanical Stabilization System

ARCTIC CHURCH_WaIIeye Boards BS FISH TALES oNLINg = | ACME
SPINNERS SALE $21° Brad’s Rattlin’ Dads  -exciusive = | Little Cleo Trolling Spoons

— Unique hump-backed shape
$399 HOT BUY . S . results in a seductive, ‘

" - iggling action,
$249 * !

Reg. $4.99 '
s Starting at

5" inline spinners weigh 5/16 oz and are a proven top Metal lip and classic profile = . | $429
producer for Steelhead, Chinook Salmon, Coho, Brown similar to Hot 'n Tots, but
Trout, Lake Trout, Walleye, Pike, Muskie and Bass! | Reg. $24.99 Port and Starboard | now at half the price!

BEAR _ » | YUKON GEAR TERRAMAR | BUSHNELL

Brave Youth . K B Men’s or Women's SALE Battery Heated Trophy XLT 3-9x40 Riflescope
Bow Pkg i g ™ Softshell Jackets Socks |

Tl i ¥ $5999 - HOT BUY
SALE N | | 0 gy 4 SALE $199% : $9Q99

$4999 | H | 18 k(o Reg. $79.99 .
Y ‘ 5 ‘y Reg. $169.

i < Reg. $24.99 B0 330%50

Reg: $69.99 Windproof, water ;

| p resistant, fleece lined. | Wool blend, reinforced toe and b | Multi-X reticle, Multi-coated optics, 1/4 MOA fingertip

Includes bow, quiver, finger tab, armguard, one-pin L E i Camo accent. Several | heel. Integrated battery- ‘ adjustment, waterprof, fogproof, shockproof. Flip up

sight, arrow rest, two arrows. Axle-to-axle 26", w colors to choose from. | operated foot warmer. | lens caps. Matte black.

WILDGAME INNOVATIONS STEALTH CAM sermseca,, | FEDERAL 'CVA
Halo XL450 Laser PX18 8MP Camera §Eid Champion Target Ammo 'Hunter .44 Magnum Centerfire

Range Finder ke |
- SALE bl e 4] j SALE M
HOT BUY $84°° _ '. . $1199 - for MI deer =

. . A R . hunting =
$8499 : | raetan il

Reg. $129.99 1HIN | | E ot [ o Reg. $16.99 i
e 9 1L HEP \ | SALE $249% Reg. $269.99

= 22" standard blued barrel, DuraSight Dead-On
450 yd range, 6X maginafication. Angle Intelligence BMP, 18 IR emitters, 1-6 burst mode. Includes AA .22LR, 40 grain, HV-Lightning. | one-piece scope mount. Ambidextrous black
technology. Scan mode. bateries, SD card, mounting strap. Includes 2 50-round boxes plus can cooler. | synthetic stock.

Options/colors shown may be different than product in stock. Not responsible for typographical errors.

Lvese MERCURY garreess TRACKER.

*f On The Water

2017 Tracker Targa V-18 WT 2017 Tracker Targa V-20 WT 2017 Nitro ZV18 2017 Nitro IV21 2017 Ranger 621FS ALL NEW!
w/Mercury 115 FourStroke  w/Mercury 150 FourStroke  w/Mercury 150 FourStroke w/Mercury 250 Pro XS ‘w/Mercury 250 Pro XS 2017 Ranger 1880MS
$26,595 $32,995 $37,995 $51,995 w/Mercury 150 Pro X$

Check out our
full line of multi-species
boats in our new

10,000 sq. ft. showroom!
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