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Fishery Commission Lauds Oval Office Commitment
Trump-Whitmer-Hall Meeting Yields Renewed Optimism

By Great Lakes Basin 
Report

ANN ARBOR, MI—
The Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission today lauded 
Wednesday’s Oval Office 
discussion among President 
Donald Trump, Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer, and Michigan House 
Speaker Matt Hall about 
the need to prevent the mi-
gration of Asian carp into 
the Great Lakes. The Com-
mission has been part of a 
determined, bi-partisan ef-
fort to keep these harmful, 
invasive species out of the 
Great Lakes, and Wednes-
day’s conversation gives 

renewed hope that key proj-
ects, like the one underway 
at the Brandon Road Lock 
and Dam, will be complet-
ed as planned.

“Asian carps would 
devastate the Great Lakes 
fishery if they were allowed 
to enter the system,” said 
Commission Chairman 
Ethan Baker, who is also 
the Mayor of Troy, Mich-
igan. “We must do every-
thing we can to keep them 
out. The multi-billion-dol-
lar fishery is at stake.”

“Asian carp” collec-
tively refers to three spe-
cies of fish—bighead, sil-
ver, and black carp—that 
are native to Asia and that 

escaped accidentally into 
public waterways in the 
southern United States de-
cades ago; they have been 
making their way towards 
the Great Lakes ever since, 
with a manmade canal sys-
tem near the Chicago area 
being the riskiest pathway. 
The carps were original-
ly raised for food and as a 
natural way to keep bodies 
of water free of algae and 
other aquatic vegetation. 
An electrical barrier exists 
near Romeoville, Illinois to 
impede the movement, and 
a major project, the retrofit-
ting of the Brandon Road 
Lock and Dam in Joliet, is 
designed to be an innova-

tive, impenetrable layer of 
defense.

“We have every reason 
to be deeply worried about 
Asian carp,” Baker contin-
ued. “The carps have deci-
mated the fisheries in every 
waterway they have invad-
ed already—primarily the 
Mississippi, Illinois, and 
Ohio Rivers. They eat mas-
sive quantities of food, and 
they reproduce prolifically. 
Bi-national, peer-reviewed 
risk assessments conduct-
ed by the Canadian De-
partment of Fisheries and 

“Oval Office”
Continued on page 2

Sea Lamprey Control 
Program Receives OK To 
Rehire Federal Workers

By Great Lakes Basin 
Report

The Great Lakes’ sea 
lamprey control program 
has the OK to rehire three 
dozen federal employees 
it needs to combat the eel-
like, invasive fish species. 
That’s after staffing cuts 
and hiring freezes from the 
Trump administration last 
month threatened the work, 
which the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission said 
would have led to more 
than $200 million in lost 
fishing potential.

The Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission is a  
Canadian-American com-
mission which coordinates 
lamprey control across 
the Great Lakes region. 
Each year, the commission  
contracts workers with the 
USFWS to set traps and 
apply lampricide in rivers, 
stopping lamprey before 
they enter the Great Lakes. 
But the Trump administra-
tion’s firing of probation-
ary workers and freeze on  
seasonal hiring jeopardized 
the program’s operation, 
which typically runs from 
April to October.

Greg McClinchey, 
director of policy and legis-
lative affairs for the GLFC, 
says the organization now 
has permission to hire back 
all those workers: 12 pro-
bationary and 25 season-
al. “It’s good news. There 
is positive momentum,” 
McClinchey said. “We’re 

five or six weeks behind 
schedule, but everybody’s 
working hard to see if we 
can’t get things as much 
back on track as is pos-
sible.” Despite the OK, 
McClinchey said it’s still 
unclear how many work-
ers will actually choose to 
return. Some may have al-
ready taken other jobs and 
training new workers takes 
time, setting things back 
even more. It’s not yet clear 
what impact those hurdles 
could have on lamprey 
numbers. “We’re still in the 
process of assessing what, 
if any, impact [there] will 
be. Even if they all came 
back, 100%, the impact 
will be a delay in the start,” 
he said. “The hope is still 
that we will commence as 
early as possible. The plan 
is to model the program as 
closely as we can after what 
we have done traditionally.” 

Inland Sport Fishing Guide License 
Required for Guiding on Inland Michigan

By Great Lakes Basin 
Report

With nearly 11,000 in-
land lakes and 76,000 miles 
of rivers and streams, Mich-
igan has a wealth of in-
land fishing opportunities, 
and inland fishing guides 
help anglers enjoy those 
abundant resources. The 
Michigan DNR reminds 
anglers and guides that 
since March 1, 2024, inland 
fishing guides operating 
in the state are required to 
have an inland sport fishing 
guide license to take clients 
on guided trips on inland 
lakes, rivers or streams.

Great Lakes connect-
ing waters refer to specific 
bodies of water in Michi-
gan that connect the Great 
Lakes to each other: the St. 
Mary’s River, the St. Clair 
River (beginning at the Fort 
Gratiot Light), Lake St. 
Clair and the Detroit River 
(beginning at the imaginary 
line extending due south of 
the Windmill Point Light, 
Wayne County, and end-
ing at the imaginary east/
west line drawn through 
the most southerly point of 
Celeron Island).

Those interested should 
complete the following 
steps to apply for an inland 

sport fishing guide license:
• Review the require-

ments and complete the 
questionnaire. The DNR 
will review responses to 

verify license requirements 
are met. Applicants will be 
notified via email within 
five business days with fur-
ther instructions.

• Upon receiving noti-
fication of DNR approval, 
buy the license online or 
on the Michigan DNR Hunt 
Fish mobile app.

The resident license fee 
is $150, and the nonresi-
dent license fee is $300. 
The inland sport fishing 
guide license is valid for 
three years after the date 
it is issued. Captains who 
possess a valid U.S. Coast 
Guard-issued captain’s li-
cense will receive a license 

fee waiver.
*Please note that obtain-

ing a license is a two-step 
process: DNR authorization 
and license purchase. You 

must complete the process 
after you receive approval 
by purchasing your license 
on the DNR e-license site 
or in the Michigan DNR 
Hunt Fish app. This is an 
electronic license only; you 
will not receive a physical 
license or stickers.

All licensed inland fish-
ing guides will be listed 
on the inland sport fishing 
guide webpage. This list is 
updated monthly.

License requirements:
To be eligible for an 

inland sport fishing guide 
license, an applicant must:

• Possess a valid certi-

fication in first aid and car-
diopulmonary resuscitation 
issued by the American 
Red Cross or the American 
Heart Association and be 
able to provide a copy of 
the certification to the DNR 
upon request.

• Possess a valid, law-
fully obtained Michigan 
driver’s license issued un-
der the Michigan vehicle 
code, an official state per-
sonal identification card or 
a DNR-issued Sportcard.

• Have not been con-
victed of a felony or other 
violation listed within MCL 
324.48714a(2)(c) in the last 
three years.

• Be eligible to purchase 
a license for the fish species 
targeted while acting as a 
sport fishing guide.

• Possess a valid state 
inland pilot’s license issued 
by the DNR or a valid cap-
tain’s license issued by the 
U.S. Coast Guard, if in-
tending to operate a water-
craft while acting as a sport 
fishing guide. Navigability 
of waters will determine 
which license needed.

• Possess, while acting 
as a sport fishing guide, a 

“Inland”
Continued on page 2
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Above: The DNR delivered 150,584 Chinook 
fingerlings to SW MI Steelheaders in St. Joe, MI 

net pens April 21st for care and feeding.  We made 
some capital improvements to our pens this year 

and they are working great.

churchtackle.com

JUST PLANE BETTER

Oceans have demonstrated 
conclusively that no Great 
Lake would be spared and 
that it only takes a few 
males and a few females 
for a population to be es-
tablished. We do not want 
the Great Lakes turned into 
carp ponds.”

Baker concluded: “The 
Brandon Road project, led 
by the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, represents the 
best in design and inno-
vation, which is why the 
project has received broad, 
bipartisan support. Michi-
gan and Illinois, together, 
have provided more than 
one hundred million dol-
lars in non-federal, match-

ing funds for this project, 
for which the entire basin 
is grateful. I thank Gover-
nor Gretchen Whitmer and 
Speaker Matt Hall, along 
with Illinois Governor JB 
Pritzker in February, for 
raising this issue at the 
highest level. Additional-
ly, I applaud Congress for 
appropriating funds, and 
President Donald Trump 
for confirming his and the 
federal government’s com-
mitment to the project. The 
Great Lakes are the life-
blood of our region, and 
the Commission is very 
much encouraged by the 
president’s promise to act.”

basic first aid kit that in-
cludes, but is not limited 
to, all the following: tour-
niquet, chest seals, com-
pression gauze, CPR mask, 
trauma shears, sterile eye-
wash, mylar emergency 
blanket, bandages, mole-
skin and tweezers.

 
Mandatory reporting
All licensed inland 

sport fishing guides must 
file an electronic report of 
their monthly catch activi-
ty for all trips that occurred 
on all waters, except those 
included in previously re-
quired reporting (Great 
Lakes, Great Lakes con-
necting waters) and lakes 
or ponds with a surface 
area of less than 5 acres. 
Details about the reporting 
requirements are available 
on the inland sport fish-
ing guide webpage. If you 
have questions regarding 
submitting monthly catch 
activity reports or how to 
obtain a guide license, con-
tact Kendra Kozlauskos 
at 231-330-2845 or DNR-
Fish-Charter@Michigan.
gov.

The reporting require-
ments for inland sport fish-
ing guides are in addition to 
the existing requirements 
for the Great Lakes charter 
boat program. Great Lakes 
and Great Lakes connect-
ing waters reporting is 
also required. Reporting 
of Great Lakes/connecting 
waters is limited to boat 
trips. See the charter boat 
operator webpage for more 
information. 

Stream trout fishing 
opened April 12

Minnesota’s popular 
stream trout season opened 
April 12, with quality fish-
ing opportunities in every 
region of the state. Brook 
trout and splake fishing also 
opened April 12 on Lake 
Superior and its tributary 
streams. Trout anglers can 
find information on Minne-
sota’s trout streams on the 
Minnesota DNR’ website 
(mndnr.gov/ fishing/trout). 
Anglers will find helpful 
learning guides and fish-
ing tips tailored to each of 
Minnesota’s six trout fish-
ing regions. Anglers can 
also access StreamFinder 
(mndnr.gov/ fishing/trout/
map.html), which provides 
anglers with a description, 
species list, regulations 
and access information for 
trout streams throughout 
Minnesota.

Minnesota has roughly 
3,800 miles of designat-
ed trout streams. Anglers 
18-64 years old fishing on 
designated trout waters 
must have a trout stamp 
validation in addition to an 
angling license, and a trout 
stamp validation is required 
for anglers 18-64 years old 
to possess trout or salmon 
they catch on any Minne-
sota water. Complete trout 
season details are available 
at the Minnesota DNR’s 
fishing page (mndnr.gov/
fishing).

“Inland”
Continued from page 1

“Oval Office”
Continued from page 1
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Control Crews to Begin Removal of Invasive Sea Lampreys Throughout the Great Lakes Basin 
To Protect the $5.1 Billion Fishery

By Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission

Ann Arbor, MI–The Sea 
Lamprey Control Program 
released its 2025 treatment 
schedule earlier this month. 
Field crews will begin con-
ducting treatment activities 
at the end of April, start-
ing on Lake Erie and Lake 
Ontario tributaries. Highly 
trained control crews from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada will remove 
invasive, predatory sea lam-
preys from tributaries of the 
Great Lakes throughout the 
United States and Canada. 
Depending on various en-
vironmental factors, crews 
are scheduled to conduct 
treatments through Octo-
ber of 2025. Landowners 
and the general public may 
encounter control agents 
along rivers and streams 
during treatment periods.

Sea lampreys—na-
tive to the Atlantic Ocean 
and invasive to the Great 
Lakes—are a highly de-
structive species that can 
decimate populations of 
native and desirable fish 
species in the Great Lakes, 
significantly harming both 
the ecosystem and econ-
omy of the region. Adult 
sea lampreys use rivers and 
creeks to spawn once and 
die. The offspring—larval 
sea lampreys—live in river 
bottoms as harmless larvae 

for several years before 
transforming into parasit-
ic juveniles and migrating 
to the open lake to feed on 
the blood and bodily fluids 
of fish. Sea lampreys use 
their suction-cup mouth 
filled with sharp teeth and a 
rasping tongue to feed on a 
variety of Great Lakes fish-
es such as lake trout, wall-
eye, salmon, yellow perch, 
whitefish, sturgeon, etc. 
Sea lampreys only feed for 
approximately 18 months 
of their life cycle, but each 
one is capable of killing up 
to 40 pounds (18kg) of fish 
during that time. Within a 
few decades of their inva-

sion, sea lampreys had col-
onized all areas of the Great 
Lakes basin and caused ma-
jor economic losses. They 
also contributed to signifi-
cant ecosystem disruption.

The Sea Lamprey Con-
trol Program is a highly 
coordinated effort between 
the United States and Can-
ada, after both countries 
signed the Convention on 
Great Lakes Fisheries, a 
treaty between the two na-
tions, in 1955. TFM, the 
primary control tactic, was 
discovered in 1957 by sci-
entists working at the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Ham-
mond Bay Biological Sta-

tion in northern Michigan. 
In addition to lampricides, 
the program uses traps and 
barriers to evaluate and 
control sea lamprey popu-
lations in the Great Lakes.

“Staffing challenges at 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service have impacted our 
ability to launch the 2025 
field season as planned,” 
said Marc Gaden, the Com-
mission’s executive secre-
tary. “Many concerned peo-
ple in the region reached 
out to their representatives 
in Congress and expressed 
their strong support for sea 
lamprey control, and the 
response from the mem-

bers was overwhelmingly 
positive. We are extreme-
ly grateful for the support, 
and we are cautiously opti-
mistic that, because of that, 
the field season can com-
mence.”

“The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service staff that 
comprise the U.S. side of 
the Sea Lamprey Control 
Program is a small but 
mighty force with approxi-
mately 85 full-time and 25 
seasonal employees,” said 
Ethan Baker, chair of the 
Commission. “Although 
we got a later-than-usual 
start preparing for the field 
season on the U.S. side of 
the border, I am confident 
those that have dedicated 
their career to protecting 
the $5.1 billion Great Lakes 
fishery are doing every-
thing they can to make up 
for the lost time and are 
eager to get out in the field 
and get the job done.”

While TFM is fully reg-
istered with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy and Health Canada, and 
is considered safe, the pub-
lic is advised to minimize 
unnecessary exposure, as 
they would with any pes-
ticide. Lampricides are se-
lectively toxic to lampreys, 
though some fish, plants, 
and insects may be sen-
sitive. If baitfish or other 
organisms are confined in 
stream water, it is advised 
to use an alternate water 

source because lampricide 
may induce mortality of 
aquatic organisms that are 
crowded or handled. Agri-
cultural irrigation must be 
suspended for 24 hours, 
during and following a treat-
ment. Learn more about the 
application of lampricides 
here: https://www.glfc.org/
pubs/factsheets/FACT%20
4A_HR.pdf.

Gaden concluded: “Sea 
lampreys destroyed the 
Great Lakes fishery after 
they invaded through ship-
ping canals in the early 
part of the twentieth cen-
tury. Over the course of the 
nearly 70 years that field 
crews have been applying 
lampricides, we have seen 
time and time again that if 
control is reduced, sea lam-
prey populations will re-
bound, fish will die, and the 
economy of the region will 
suffer. Sea lamprey con-
trol in the Great Lakes is 
essential, proven effective, 
and a clear example of the 
efficiency possible through 
effective partnerships.”

The Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission is an in-
ternational organization 
established by the United 
States and Canada through 
the 1954 Convention on 
Great Lakes Fisheries. 

It’s all about the action of the lure when 
trying to grab the attention of a fish. 
Now, you can attract more fish with the 
bright flash of our glow-in-the-dark
Do-Jiggers®, Laker Takers and Flutter 
Laker Takers.

Avid fisherman know the secret of a glow-
ing lure. Our glow-in-the-dark lures even 
shine bright in dark, murky waters. Made 
with polished nickel or brass and coated 

with durable phosphorescent material
with photoluminescence qualities, our 
lures pull fish in from further distances.

All three lures come in nickel, gold and 
white pearl. The Do-Jiggers® also come in 
a variety of bright colors for added flash. 
Once your lure hits the water, the ultravi-
olet light makes it come alive. Add a little 
glow to your tackle box.

Contact Bay de Noc Lure Company to offer this product to your Customers

P.O. Box 71
Gladstone, Michigan 49837

www.baydenoclure.com

glow-in-the-dark
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Moran Iron Works Lays Keel for New R/V Steelhead II 
Research Vessel for DNR

By Olvivia Fellows
9and10news.com

ONAWAY — The 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources and Mo-
ran Iron Works marked a 
milestone in the construc-
tion of the R/V Steelhead 
II, a next-generation re-
search vessel designed to 
advance fisheries research 
and conservation efforts 
across Lake Michigan.

According to a March 
20 news release, following 
the formal contract award, 
MIW has now completed 
the keel laying officially 
launching the vessel’s as-
sembly and marking the 
next phase in this innova-
tive project.

The R/V Steelhead 
II will replace the aging 
S/V Steelhead, which has 
served the DNR’s fisheries 
research programs for over 
five decades. Engineered 
with modern advance-
ments, the new vessel will 
enhance stability, efficien-
cy and safety, allowing 
researchers to spend more 
time on the water collect-
ing critical data to guide 
sustainable fisheries man-
agement.

Among its state-of-the-
art features, the R/V Steel-
head II will incorporate 
a Sea Keeper gyroscope, 
which reduces vessel rock-
ing by up to 80%, a bow 
thruster for precise maneu-
verability, and specialized 
safety lighting. The overall 

vessel design was created 
by Boksa Marine Design.

Gregory Schultz of 
Schultz Marine Services, 
responsible for the vessel’s 
electrical integration, de-
scribed the scale of the un-
dertaking.

“The electrical system 
is extensive, with approx-
imately 10 miles of wir-
ing supporting navigation, 
communication, and oper-
ational controls,” Schultz 
said. The vessel will be 
stationed in Charlevoix and 
operate throughout Lake 
Michigan.

Patrick O’Neill, project 
lead for the DNR, empha-
sized the importance of this 
milestone. “This project 
has been in development 
for a long time, so seeing 
the steel come together is 
a major step forward. Our 
collaboration with Moran 
Iron Works has been out-
standing, and their exper-
tise ensures we’re building 
a vessel that will serve our 
research needs for de-
cades,” O’Neill said. “With 
improved stability and en-
hanced safety, our team 
will be able to collect more 
accurate data to support 
fisheries conservation.”

“This is a Michi-
gan-built vessel for Mich-
igan waters, and that’s 
something we take great 
pride in,” John Madigan of 
Superior Boats said. “The 
DNR needed a high-qual-
ity research platform, and 
MIW’s commitment to 

Pictured left to right: Jim LaLonde (MIW), Kris Snyder (DNR), Tom Moran (MIW), Patrick O’Neill (DNR), 
Drew Niemiec (DNR), John Madigan (Superior Boats), and Tyler James (MIW). (Courtesy/Sarah George)

A closer look at the bow of the R/V Steelhead II. The vessel will replace the DNR’s 
current research vessel which has been in operation for over five decades.  

(Courtesy/Sarah George)

excellence ensures they’ll 
receive a vessel designed 
to meet their rigorous stan-
dards.”

“This vessel is a first 
of its kind, and that’s what 
makes it so rewarding,” 
Moran said while reflecting 
on the technical challenges 
and sense of pride associ-
ated with the project. The 
complexity of integrating 
specialized research facil-
ities, a laboratory, layout 

for netting, a crane and 
advanced stability systems 
has pushed our team’s 
craftsmanship to new lev-
els. We take great satisfac-
tion in knowing this vessel 
will stay in Michigan, di-
rectly benefiting our state’s 
natural resources and com-

munities.”
Scheduled for launch 

in 2026, the R/V Steelhead 
II represents a long-term 
investment in Michigan’s 
fisheries research and 
environmental steward-
ship. With an emphasis on  
sustainability, cutting-edge 

technology, and local 
craftsmanship, the vessel 
will play a critical role in 
safeguarding the health of 
Lake Michigan’s aquatic 
ecosystem for the next 50 
years.
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MSSFA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dennis Eade

Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

The President’s Meeting 
in Lansing on April 19th 
proved to be truly a great 
event. We honored Roger 
Hinchcliff as the Howard 
A. Tanner Award recipient 
for 2025 and his heartfelt 
reflections upon receiving 
the award impacted every-
one in attendance. 

His journey in becom-
ing the renowned angler 
and ambassador for steel-
head fishing that he’s be-
come is truly an amazing 
story. We also heard from 
Ed Eisch, Asst. Fisheries 
Chief, and learned about 
the division’s plans to seek 
additional funding through 
a new license increase pro-
posal being considered in 
the house of representa-
tives. He also updated us 
on new fishing regulations, 
stocking activities and in-
frastructure projects to 
compliment the field work 
being done. Paul Seelbach, 
retired fisheries research 
biologist and University of 
Michigan professor shared 
his prospective, as a mem-
ber of the Michigan Hydro 
Relicensing Coalition. on 
Consumers Energy plans 
for selling or decommis-
sioning the hydroelectric 
projects they have across 
the state.

This latter subject is 
going to be a ten-to-fif-
teen-year project since the 
dams are all beyond their 
life expectancies and face 
the need for major recon-
struction to bring them 
into compliance with the 

Federal Energy Commis-
sion’s standards or need to 
be decommissioned and re-
moved through a thought-
ful well-planned program 
which supports the com-
munity prosperity groups 
who will be impacted by 
the river restoration efforts. 
The Michigan Public Ser-
vice Commission ruled that 
Consumers cannot pass 
along the upgrade costs to 
bring the dams into com-
pliance until Consumers 
decides what they are go-
ing to do with the dams and 
that has caused Consum-
ers to stop its compliance 
upgrade activity for the 
moment. Consumers has 
until December 31, 2025 to 
make its decision.

The chapter represen-
tatives in attendance con-
sidered a by-laws proposal 
to make the association 
nimbler and more respon-
sive. It allows for a smaller 
number of board members 
(7 instead of 11) to conduct 
the day-to-day business of 
the association while still 
requiring the larger chapter 
member representatives to 
elect the directors and vote 
on policy and organization 
direction priorities. The 
required 2/3rds votes were 
received and the proposal 
now goes to the individual 
chapters to meet and pass 
by a 2/3rds vote of their 
members in attendance.

On Thursday, May 1st 
Senate Bills 276 & 277 
dropped in the Senate to 
address the shortfall for the 

MDNR funding. The bills 
address both hunting and 
fishing license fees rather 
than the approach MSSFA 
supports which is a bill for 
funding the fish division 
divorced from the hunting 
license fees. The senate bill 
increases the cost of a resi-
dent fishing license to $30 
from $26 and lowers the 
required age from 17 to 16. 
The non-resident license 
would go from $75 to $90. 
The 24-hour non-resident 
license would increase to 
$25 while the resident 24-
hour license goes from $10 
to $15. The bill requires 
that $5 from each resident 

all-species fishing license 
and $15 from a non-res-
ident license to go into 
a cold-water subaccount 
presumably to be used to 
assist cold water species 
like salmon and trout. And 
there is a provision that for 
each license year, the state 
treasurer shall adjust the 
amounts set forth in the bill 
by an amount determined 
by the state treasurer, to 
reflect the cumulative per-
centage change in the Con-
sumer Price Index. There 
are no guarantees that the 
Fisheries Chief will de-
termine how license fee 
dollars will be allocated to 

underwrite the costs of run-
ning the division. There is 
no provision for allowing 
the ability to troll more than 
three rods per angler on the 
big lakes. MSSFA will not 
take a position on the bills 
until the bills are fully vet-
ted in committee and we 
see if the House members 
propose a bill which more 
closely aligns with anglers’ 
direct concerns.

The NRC Steelhead 
Task Group will present 
its findings and recom-
mendations to the Natural 
Resources Commission on 
June 12th in Bay City, MI. 
The final draft regarding 

studying the potential caus-
es of a drop in steelhead 
returning to the rivers last 
fall and winter has been 
completed. The report does 
not suggest overharvest is 
the factor affecting the de-
cline in return of mature 
steelhead, which has been 
our contention all along. It 
does however, recommend 
more research into the fac-
tors and suggests applying 
for funding to further study 
what is impacting steelhead 
return to the rivers.

There is much going on 
in Lansing and around the 
state at this time of year so 
I will keep you all posted.

Roger Hinchcliff, 
2025 Howard A. Tanner Award Recipient
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Skippers and Super Skippers: What Do Small Steelhead 
Tell Us About Future Runs?

By Daniel O’Keefe, 
Michigan Sea Grant, Mich-
igan Sea Grant Extension

Last year’s steelhead 
run had many anglers con-
cerned about steelhead pop-
ulations, and the Michigan 
River Steelhead Program 
is documenting how young 
stocked and wild fish might 
translate to brighter days 
ahead.

Steelhead fishing is a 
favorite cold-weather pas-
time for many Michigan-
ders. When autumn winds 
blow, some steelhead leave 
Lake Michigan and run up-
stream. Conventional wis-
dom states that they follow 
the salmon, which spawn 
during the fall months. Al-
though steelhead certainly 
do gorge on salmon eggs, it 
is probably a combination 
of temperature, water level, 
and photoperiod cues (day 
length) that prompts steel-
head to run upstream.

Whatever the reason, 
good numbers of fresh 
steelhead can show up in 
rivers in fall … or not. Win-
ter months can also pro-
vide fast fishing … or not. 
Mid-winter thaws can en-
courage fall-run steelhead 
to move farther upstream 
and begin spawning in 
some years, but steelhead 
activity levels can remain 
very low for months at a 
time during severe winters. 
In short, timing is every-
thing with steelhead fish-
ing, and timing can be hard 
to predict.

Spring has historical-
ly been the most popular 
time for steelhead fishing 
because March and April 
tend to be peak months for 
a fresh run of spring spawn-
ers, but the most popular 
time to fish is not always 
the most productive time to 
fish.

When is the best time to 
fish for steelhead?

Since 2020, dedicated 
anglers have been using 
Great Lakes Angler Diary 
to record steelhead catches 
and other data on steelhead 
fishing trips as part of the 
Michigan River Steelhead 
Program. As a result, we 
now have four full fishing 
seasons of data, providing 
an unprecedented look at 
how fishing success fluctu-
ates from month to month 
and year to year. Partici-
pants recorded at least 50 
fish each year on seven key 
river systems in the Lake 
Michigan basin. Michigan 
Sea Grant hosted a Zoom 
meeting for registered par-
ticipants on Dec. 16, which 
featured a detailed discus-
sion of catch rates in these 
Lake Michigan tributaries.

It may come as a sur-
prise, but February had the 
highest catch rates in two 
out of four years in Lake 
Michigan streams. Feb-
ruary also had the highest 
average monthly catch rate 
over the past four years, 
due in large part to our re-
cent string of mild winters. 

Of course, things will prob-
ably look very different for 
February 2025 given that 
many river reaches were 
covered with ice this win-
ter. Even so, the steelhead 
diary program has shown 
that savvy anglers can beat 
the crowds and find excel-
lent fishing throughout the 
winter months when weath-
er conditions are favorable.

Why are people con-
cerned about steelhead 

populations?
The Michigan River 

Steelhead Program also 
surveys registered partic-
ipants each year, and our 
2024 survey found that 
angler satisfaction had 
dropped relative to the two 
previous years. To be clear, 
it didn’t drop by very much. 
Satisfaction was slightly 
below neutral in 2024 and 
similar to what it was in 
2021. On average, people 
thought that fishing wasn’t 
as good as it had been — 
but it wasn’t terrible either.

Thanks to the efforts 
of our volunteers, we were 

able to take a very detailed 
look at different measures 
of fishing success to see 
if we could explain the 
changes in satisfaction. The 
first thing we looked at was 
overall catch rate, which is 

the total number of steel-
head caught divided by all 
of the hours fished.

It turns out that our 
fourth year (Fall 2023 to 
Spring 2024) did have the 
lowest overall catch rate, 
but only by a tiny margin. 
Year 3 had an overall catch 
rate of 0.216 steelhead per 
hour and in Year 4 this 
dropped to 0.212. This is a 
difference of four steelhead 
caught per 1,000 hours of 
fishing effort, which is such 
a small difference that it 
would be impossible for an 
individual angler to notice.

Another approach was 
to look at monthly catch 
rates. October and Novem-
ber catch rates were below 
average for Year 4, but fish-
ing improved in Decem-
ber and was fairly steady 
through winter and spring. 

The weak fall run was cer-
tainly a topic of conversa-
tion, but steelhead anglers 
know that fall runs have 
always been inconsistent 
from year to year.

When we looked at 
size-specific catch rates, 
things got a bit more inter-
esting. It turns out that Year 
4 catch rates of large steel-
head dropped dramatically. 
In Year 4, our volunteers 
caught one steelhead over 
24 inches long for every 
eleven hours spent fishing. 
In previous years, volun-
teers only had to fish for six 
hours to catch a steelhead 
over 24 inches long. That is 
a difference big enough to 
worry about!

It is easy to understand 
why anglers would be con-
cerned about such a big 
drop in catch rates of large 
fish, but the silver lining is 
that catch rates for smaller 
fish actually increased dra-
matically in Year 4. The 
story got even more inter-
esting when we looked at 

stocked and wild fish in dif-
ferent size groups.

Getting a quick measurement on a “super skipper” steelhead just shy of 25 inches long. These fish are larger than 15-19” skippers that have only 
spent a single summer feeding in Lake Michigan, but are not as large as the typical steelhead that spends three or more summers in the big lake.

Figure 1. Monthly catch rate for steelhead caught by Great Lakes Angler Diary 
users during the first four years of the Michigan River Steelhead Program 
(Y1=Oct 2020-May 2021; Y2=Oct 2021-May 2022; Y3=Oct 2022-May 2023; 

Y4=Oct 2023-May 2024).

Figure 2. Great Lakes Angler Diary catch rates for fin-clipped steelhead in Lake 
Michigan tributary streams. Very few stocked skippers were caught in Year 2 

because pandemic restrictions prevented egg take. This also led to poor catches 
of stocked super skippers in Year 3 and below average catches of larger stocked 

steelhead in Year 4.

“Skippers”
Continued on page 7
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Figure 3. Great Lakes Angler Diary catch rates for unclipped steelhead in Lake 
Michigan tributary streams. Although Year 4 had the lowest catch rate for un-

clipped larger steelhead, it also had the highest catch rates for unclipped skippers 
and super skippers.

Skippers and Super 
Skippers

One key aspect of data 
collection for Great Lakes 
Angler Diary is that we ask 
anglers to measure every 
steelhead and check for fin 
clips. Fish lengths can tell 
us a lot about populations. 
For steelhead, nearly all 
fish in the 15- to 19-inch 
range have spent one sum-
mer feeding in Lake Mich-
igan. Anglers call these fish 
“skippers” because they are 
typically very aggressive 
and jump repeatedly when 
hooked.

Last season, anglers 
were noticing the in-
creased number of fish in 
the 20- to 24-inch range, 
as well. Fishing reports on 
the Baldwin Bait & Tackle 
website started referring to 
these fish as “super skip-
pers,” which makes a lot 
of sense. Fish in this size 
range are a bit bigger than 
the typical fish that spent 
only one summer in the big 
lake. Many of these super 
skippers have spent two 
summers feeding in the 
big lake, but there are also 
fast-growing one-summer 
fish and older slow-grow-
ing fish mixed in.

In the future, we will 
be able to tease apart 
these differences and as-
sign ages to each fish. For 
now, we define 15-19” 
fish as skippers and 20-
24” fish as super skippers. 

Different trends for 
clipped and unclipped 

fish
Since 2018, all steel-

head stocked in Michigan 
waters have been marked 
with an adipose fin clip. 
In 2020, pandemic re-
strictions prevented egg 
take and this resulted in a 
missing cohort of yearling 
fish in 2021. This missing 
cohort of stocked yearling 
fish had a clear impact on 
Great Lakes Angler Diary 
catch rates.

In Year 2 of our pro-
gram (Fall 2021 to Spring 
2022), the missing fish 
would have been skippers. 
Not surprisingly, catch 
rates of fin-clipped skippers 
were close to zero in Year 
2 as a result; in Year 3, our 
catch rates for clipped su-
per skippers were also very 
low due in large part to the 
missing cohort of stocked 
fish (Figure 2). This same 
missing 2021 cohort was 
also largely to blame for 
low catch rates of larger 
(over 24-inch) steelhead 
during Year 4, although the 
presence of some older fish 
from stocking years prior 
to 2021 helped to provide a 
few large fish for anglers in 
Year 4.

So, for clipped steel-
head there was a clear and 
predictable influence of 
the missing 2021 cohort 
through time. Poor fishing 
for large stocked steelhead 
in Year 4 was largely due to 
the missing cohort. How-
ever, catch rates for large 
unclipped steelhead were 
also lower than expected 
during Year 4 and the rea-
sons are not immediately 
obvious.

“Skippers”
Continued from page 6

Although there is no 
evidence for any decline 
in steelhead natural repro-
duction over the past two 
decades (read analysis on-
line), there is always the 
possibility of a bad year-
class from time to time. 
Great Lakes Angler Diary 
might eventually provide 
some answers regarding 
year-class strength and the 
possible influence of fac-
tors like water level, prey 
availability, and mortali-
ty sources. However, the 
trends we have seen in un-
clipped skippers and super 
skippers suggest that catch 
rates of small wild fish may 
not be a great predictor of 
future fishing success for 
large steelhead.

We saw the lowest catch 
rates for unclipped skippers 
and super skippers during 
Year 3. This was despite 
a good run of skippers in 

Year 2 that might have 
translated to more super 
skippers in Year 3. Even 
more surprising was that 
the weak run of unclipped 
skippers in Year 3 was fol-
lowed by sky-high catch 
rates for unclipped super 
skippers in Year 4.

In fact, Year 4 saw the 
highest catch rates for un-
clipped skippers and super 
skippers at the same time 
we saw lower catch rates 
for unclipped larger steel-
head (Figure 3). Perhaps 
environmental conditions 
that lead to good runs of 
small steelhead also lead 
to poor runs of larger steel-
head, or perhaps there is 
more at work.

Water temperatures rose 
rapidly in early April 2024, 

“Skippers”
Continued on page 8
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turing the latest results and 
presentations from guest 
speakers. Our next Zoom 
meeting is on the evening 
of May 19, and will fea-
ture Michael Guthard from 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources discuss-
ing their coded wire tag 
(CWT) recovery program 
and what it can tell us about 
steelhead straying in Mich-
igan rivers.

The catch rates pre-
sented in this article are 
preliminary results from 
the Michigan River Steel-
head Program. A more de-
tailed discussion of catch 
rates, age assignments, and 
development of metrics 
to serve as indicators of 
year-class strength can be 
viewed on YouTube.

What to Expect With the Start of 2025’s Fishing Season

Platte River Weir. Credit: Pure Michigan

By Dylan Engels
Great Lakes Echo

A new fishing season 
started this month, and that 
means Michigan’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
has plans for stocking sport 
fish in the state’s waters.

The DNR conducts a 
lot of research to make sure 
that the department isn’t 
overpopulating the Great 
Lakes with fish it releases.

“Based on our research 
– which not only includes 
what percent of the popula-
tion is wild versus fish com-
ing back into the stream to 
spawn naturally – we also 
look at the forage that is 
out in the lake available for 
the fish to eat,” said Aaron 
Switzer.

Switzer is the fish pro-
duction program manager 
at the DNR’s Platte River 
State Fish Hatchery and 
Weir in Beulah.

“Based primarily on 
those two things, we can 
determine numbers to stock 
for natural reproduction,” 
Switzer said.

The hatchery along the 
Platte River is where the 
DNR started its salmon pro-
gram that produces Atlantic, 
chinook, and coho salmon.  

The plan is to release 
100,000 Atlantic salmon, 
450,000 chinook salmon 
and 1,650,000 coho salm-
on into the Great Lakes this 
spring.

“We started stocking 
salmon in the Great Lakes 
because of ecosystem bal-
ance, which is why we 
stock fish in general,” said 
Switzer. 

DNR’s management 
techniques reflect the fact 
that “the Great Lakes are so 
dynamic,” he said.

DNR also has hatcher-
ies in Oden, Marquette and 
Mattewan.

For anglers to keep 
salmon caught in streams 
and Lake Michigan, they 
must be at least 14 inches, 
and only five salmon can be 
kept in one day.

“I don’t think there’s an 
odd concern about overfish-
ing,” said Justin Tomei, the 
policy and government af-
fairs manager for Michigan 
United Conservation Clubs. 
“The DNR does pretty well 
with the data that they 
have.”

“We have a lot of pro-
tections in place based on 
the fishing regulation side, 
the equipment, methods of 

taking the fish and getting 
rid of things like snagging 
fish.” Tomei said.

Christian LeSage, a 
fisheries biologist for DNR, 
said that even if overfishing 
were to happen, the depart-
ment doesn’t have authori-
ty to change the amount of 
recreational fishing licenses 
issued.

“The state legislature 
sets the fees, and if there 

was some type of emergen-
cy, we would have to draft 
a fisheries order to change 
the regulations to stop,” 
LeSage said. 

Although the DNR 
can’t change the number 
of licenses, it can adjust 
the specific season for each 
fish, yet that isn’t a com-
mon occurrence, he said.

“There have been a few 
instances over the last 20 

years where we’ve had low 
water in certain areas,” said 
LeSage. 

“If the water is low and 
someone can see a bunch 
of fish congregating, that 
creates a lot of activity for 
anglers, and it also brings 
some unlawful activities,” 
he said.

This year, the DNR re-
duced the minimum size 
requirement for steelhead 

trout in some streams.
The department also im-

posed single pointed hook 
restrictions in the ports at 
Grand Haven, Muskegon 
and Whitehall beginning in 
November of this year. 

A prohibition on spear-
fishing also takes effect in 
November.

prompting steelhead that 
were in southern rivers to 
quickly spawn and migrate 
back to Lake Michigan. It 
is possible that many large, 
wild steelhead didn’t show 
up in catches because they 
were only in the river for 
or a short while. Steelhead 
don’t necessarily spawn 
every year either, so it is 
even possible that some 
large fish did not run at all.

Our data show that 
small skippers are more 
likely to run in fall than 
large fish — which could 
explain why they were not 
as affected by the early 
warm-up in spring. This is 
pure speculation, though. 
We’ll need to collect ad-
ditional years of data and 
complete age assignments 
to see if we can shed more 
light on wild steelhead 
year-class trends.

Is there hope for the fu-
ture of steelhead fishing?

Absolutely! Fall fishing 
reports were very encour-
aging, and the spring run 
seems to be off to a good 
start. Despite the low catch 
rate for large steelhead last 
year, there were plenty of 
smaller steelhead in the 
system.

This year will most like-
ly be the last year that all 
Michigan steelhead receive 
an adipose fin clip. If you 
haven’t already registered 
at www.GLanglerdiary.org 
now would be a great time 
to sign on and get involved. 
In addition to submitting 
data online, participants 
are invited to complete an 
annual survey and partici-
pate in Zoom meetings fea-

“Skippers”
Continued from page 7

Michigan Sea Grant helps 
to foster economic growth and 
protect Michigan’s coastal, 
Great Lakes resources through 
education, research and out-
reach. A collaborative effort 
of the University of Michigan 
and Michigan State Univer-
sity and its MSU Extension, 
Michigan Sea Grant is part of 
the NOAA-National Sea Grant 
network of 34 university-based 
programs.

This article was prepared 
by Michigan Sea Grant under 
award NA24OAC0157-T1-01 
from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
through the Regents of the Uni-
versity of Michigan. The state-
ment, findings, conclusions, 
and recommendations are those 
of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, the 
Department of Commerce, or 
the Regents of the University of 
Michigan.
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Executive Director
Dennis Eade
616-298-8842
deneade@charter.net 

Membership
Rebecca Goettl
231-349-3679
mssfamembership@charter.net

Battle Creek
Jeff Root, President
269-370-8515
jeffrootsteelheader@gmail.com

Dave Middleton, State Director
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

Grand Haven
Paul Zelenka, President
                         and State Director
616-638-3273
pbzfarms@gmail.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com
facebook.com/ghsteelheader

Grand Rapids
Don Remington, President
616-742-0238
donaldremington368@gmail.com

Rebecca Goettl, State Director
231-349-3679
Rgoettlcmt@gmail.com

Search on facebook: Grand Rapids 
Steelheaders Official Page
Email: fishgrsteelhead@gmail.com

New address:
P.O. Box 140198
Grand Rapids, MI  49514

Great Lakes Bay Region
Mark Trudell, President
989-839-4920
brandon_tacey@yahoo.com

John Letts, State Director
989-798-2493
maintenance@stjohn23.net

facebook.com/Great Lakes Bay Region
Steelheaders

Website: http://steel-headers.com

Holland
Brad Stephenson, President
330-495-9555
brad.stephenson32@gmail.com

Alex Fergus, State Director
616-610-2410
afergus63@gmail.com

Website: www.hollandsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Holland Steelheaders

Metro-West - Livonia
Bob Schulz, President
248-915-0043
bobschulz7@gmail.com

Mark Platt, State Director
248-881-4890
mcplatt4565@gmail.com

MetroWest Steelheaders
PO BOX 531927
Livonia MI 48153-1927

Website:
www.metroweststeelheaders.org
facebook.com/Metro West Steelheaders

South Haven
Rich Chapman, President
president@southhavensteelheaders.com

Rachel Ridley, State Director
ridleyrachel@ymail.com
269-206-2135

Website:
www.southhavensteelheaders.com
facebook.com/South Haven Steelheaders

Southwest Michigan
Ryan McCartney, President
574-274-6382
mccartneyryan@sbcglobal.net

Joe Montella, State Director
616-283-4296
joe-monte@comcast.net

Website: www.swmisteelheaders.com
facebook.com/Southwestern Steelheaders

Thunder Bay
Dan Bouchard, President
989-255-7350 Cell
dan-bouchard@hotmail.com

Ed Retherford, State Director
989-657-2681
retherfe@gmail.com

Thumb Chapter
Luke Gehring, President
989-550-3121
Gehringl13@yahoo.com

Paul Nienaltowski, State Director
810-300-1561
pauliequo@yahoo.com

Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Thumb Chapter Michigan Steelheaders

White River
Clint Pollock, President
231-893-0210
aftereyes2@gmail.com

Terry Clark, State Director
231-730-6628
dadshideout03@yahoo.com

MSSFA was incorporated in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies 
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.

With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland 
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending 
hearings. 

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire 
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSFN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than fifty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”.
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s 
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to 
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route for all new products and techniques on the market offered by our advertisers.

The following Chapters accept online payments via Credit Card and/or PayPal.
A PayPal account is not needed-use the option credit card. Note: some Chapters charge a small fee for processing.

Battle Creek www.battlecreeksteelheaders.com/membership  •   Holland www.hollandsteelheaders.org
 Metro-West (Livonia) www.metroweststeelheaders.org •  Southwestern( Saint Joseph) www.swmisteelheaders.com

South Haven PayPal Link: https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/2GKMZWTWRTFZG

Scan QR code or type www.mssfa.org
in your web browser.
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Smelt is back on the Menu
Springtime means smelt! But how do we know it’s safe to eat?

By Lauren Stigers, 
Michigan Sea Grant, 
Michigan State University 
Extension 

Changes in environ-
mental practices, regula-
tions, and control of pollu-
tion over the past 50 years 
have reduced concerns 
about eating fish.

Americans do not eat 
enough fish according to 
the recommendations in 
the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans. Fish are a 
good source of natural vi-
tamins such as vitamin D 
(improves sleep) and ome-
ga-3s (heart healthy as it 
lowers the risk of strokes, 
heart attacks, and hyper-
tension), and considered 
a brain booster (helping 
treat or prevent depression 
or ADHD and improve 
cognitive development). 
Often, concerns about 
contaminants keep people 
from choosing fish, but re-
member, just like all other 
foods in the food pyramid, 
eating fish improves health 
and provides essential min-
erals we need. Changes in 
environmental practices, 
regulations, and control 
of pollution over the past 
50 years have improved 
not only our water supply 
but also our local fisheries 
supply, which reduces con-
cerns about eating fish.

Change begins 
in the 1970s

Contaminant moni-
toring programs in the 
Great Lakes waters start-
ed in the 1970s. Under the 
Clean Water Act and the 
Great Lakes Water Qual-
ity Agreement, regulating 
agencies across the Great 
Lakes began new environ-
mental protective, monitor-
ing, and reactive measures 
- all to decrease contami-
nants that were known or 
suspected to cause health 
impacts to people. Because 
our lives, and the lives of 
our food sources and envi-
ronment, greatly depend on 
this water, many programs 
led to policy changes and 
more regulations. The U.S. 
now has many programs to 
protect not only water but 
also the potential environ-
mental chemical hazards 
that can enter food supply 
chains - including fish.

What are the 
contaminants?

Environmental chem-
ical contaminants such as 
heavy metals, pesticides, 
and industrial chemicals 
that can be found in both 
farm-raised and wild-
caught fish can pose a po-
tential food safety hazard. 
Sources of the contami-
nants are wide-ranging and 
can be introduced through 
human activities or natu-
rally present in the envi-
ronment. Compounds that 
accumulate in fish typically 
are persistent and do not 
easily break down in the 
environment, can be car-
ried long distances by air or 

water, and vary greatly in 
different types of fish spe-
cies based on their eating 
habits, ecology, and nature 
of the fish such as its age. 

Chemical contami-
nants that may be present 
in the Great Lakes include: 
Chlordane, DDTs, Diquat, 
Dioxin’s, Methylmercury, 
Mirex, Penoxsulam, PCBs, 
among others. The most 
common restrictions in 
Great Lakes fish typically 
include PCBs, mercury, and 
dioxins as they drive the 
majority of fish consump-
tion advisories in both U.S. 
and Canada. Many people 
are now interested in test-
ing for and learning about 
perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) and polyfluoro-
alkyl substances (PFAS), 
lab-created chemicals that 
have been in commercial 
use since the 1940s.

Contaminant trends in 
Great Lakes Fish

Following the use of 
regulations and remedia-
tion efforts over several 
decades much of these con-
taminants have sharply de-
clined and began to plateau 
by the mid-1990s. This de-
cline shows a reduction in 
the addition of these chem-
icals entering the environ-
ment. Many agencies work 
to ensure adequate, routine 
testing of fish is done to 
determine guidelines per 
regulations, including the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Michigan’s Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes 
and Energy (EGLE), Chip-
pewa Ottawa Resource 
Authority (CORA), Great 
Lakes Indian Fish & Wild-
life Commission (GLIF-
WC), and others.

Overall, fish consump-
tion contaminants in ed-
ible portions of fish have 

declined over time in Lake 
Superior. In lakes Erie and 
Huron, the status has been 
unchanged since 2015 – 
meaning there is little to no 
introduction of new con-
taminants into the system. 
Of what does change, some 
new mercury has been 
traced to coming from the 
local watershed (or land-
scapes) rather than from 
industrial or atmospheric 
pollution. 

Putting smelt back  
on the menu

In 2022, a “Do Not Eat 
Advisory” for Lake Supe-
rior surprisingly included 
smelt, a small, low-on-the-
food-chain species. Usual-
ly, contaminants show up 
higher in the food chain. 
In 2022-23, testing agen-

“Smelt”
Continued on page 11
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cies including CORA, 
EPA, EGLE, and others 
concluded that the testing 
methods used in 2021 were 
not accurate as they did 
not differentiate between 
naturally occurring bile 
acids found in the smelt di-
gestive system having the 
same molecular character-
istics of what is known as 
“Branched PFOS.” This led 
to results of false positives 
in quantifying total PFOS 
in smelt. These agencies 
performed additional test-
ing and results now show 
smelt having similar lev-
els of PFOS as other Great 
Lakes fish - all of which 
are within safe levels as 
defined by the EPA and the 
federal Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

Advice about eating fish
So, what can you do? 

Become curious and learn 
more about the benefits and 
risks, and then decide what 
choices work for you and 

your family. We know fish 
offer many health benefits, 
so why not make it a goal 
to eat fish at least two times 
a week? Some other recom-
mendations:

If you catch or harvest 
fish for consumption, fol-
low the guidelines outlined 
in local guidelines such as 
Michigan’s Eat Safe Fish 
program: Eat Safe Fish - 
Michigan

If you buy fish from 
someone else (e.g., gro-
cery store, farmer’s market, 
restaurant, etc)., the seller 
is responsible for meeting 
state and federal regula-
tions that ensure the fish are 
safe for you to eat.

Michigan Sea Grant 
helps to foster economic 
growth and protect Michi-
gan’s coastal, Great Lakes 
resources through educa-
tion, research and outreach. 
A collaborative effort of the 
University of Michigan and 
Michigan State Universi-
ty and its MSU Extension, 
Michigan Sea Grant is 
part of the NOAA-Nation-

al Sea Grant network of 34 
university-based programs.

This article was pre-
pared by Michigan Sea 
Grant under award 
NA22OAR4170084 from 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of 
Commerce through the Re-
gents of the University of 
Michigan. The statement, 
findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations are those 
of the author(s) and do not 

necessarily reflect the views 
of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, the Department of 
Commerce, or the Regents 
of the University of Michi-
gan.

“Smelt”
Continued from page 10
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By Dennis Eade

Work will begin to re-
move half of each of the 
four coffer dams on the 
Grand River in downtown 
Grand Rapids in late June 
this year. The permit for 
the Lower Reach project 
has been granted and work 
crews will access from the 
same shoreline to remove 
half of each of the four 
dams this year and then 
the opposite shoreline next 
year to remove the remain-
ing half of the dams. Large 
boulders and cobble will be 
used to stabilize the sub-
strate and boats will be able 
to access the river half not 
under remediation so fish-
ing is not totally affected 
during the project.

This is all part of the 
Restoration of the Rapids 
project that has long been 
touted as the catalyst proj-
ect for revitalizing and re-
imagining the Grand Riv-
er corridor in downtown 
Grand Rapids. This project 
is expected to have a pos-
itive impact on commerce 
and will add to the vibrancy 
and vitality to the region. 
Removing dangerous dams, 
and improving river access 
and use, will provide new 
business development op-
portunities and support ex-
isting businesses along and 
near the river. The project 

is controversial since fish-
ing on the Grand River has 
developed over the years 
in ways that highlight the 
area around the dams as 
prime areas where steel-
head trout are targeted. The 

goal is to improve the qual-
ity and quantity of fishing 
opportunities by providing 
increased habitat, struc-
ture, more gravel, boulder, 
cobble, diverse flows and 
a varied river bottom. Nu-

merous fish species would 
benefit including migra-
tory fish that would hold 
better before moving up-
river and local populations 
of walleye and bass would 
do well. Over the past 160 

years, tons of boulders have 
been removed and the river 
bottom was flattened. Often 
the best structure leads to 
the best fishing. The riv-
er could provide a higher 
quality fishing experience, 

like the St. Mary’s River in 
Sault Ste. Marie that sees 
an annual economic benefit 
of at least $7 million dol-
lars generated from fishing. 
(Sault Ste. Marie Evening 
News; July 2, 2015).

Lamprey control is still 
topic of concern for the 
Upper Reach project which 
will be permitted later after 
the Lower Reach project 
is completed. The Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission 
is leading the design and 
permitting effort for the 
upper reach project and has 
contracted with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
to conduct an Environmen-
tal Impact Statement pro-
cess that kicked off in April 
of 2019. 14 design alterna-
tives have been developed 
for the upper reach where 
sea lamprey control will 
be evaluated and will un-
dergo additional evaluation 
of impacts and feasibility 
through the EIS process.

Some anglers look for-
ward to discovering new 
areas to target steelhead 
now that the river will flow 
around boulders and cobble 
that will create new holding 
areas for fish. Regardless, 
change is difficult but the 
benefits of change could 
possibly outweigh the ex-
isting topography of the 
river. Only time will tell.

Work Scheduled to Begin on Grand River Coffer Dam Removals

Grand Rapid’s Sixth Street Dam, located along the Grand River. Image: Environmental Protection Agency

Great Lakes Fishery Commission Names Dr. Thomas 
Binder as New Director of GLATOS

Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission 

Ann Arbor, MI– Dr. 
Thomas Binder, currently 
a senior research associ-
ate at Michigan State Uni-
versity and a Great Lakes 
Acoustic Telemetry Obser-
vation System (GLATOS) 
research scientist, has been 
appointed as the director 
of GLATOS. GLATOS is 
a multi-national network of 
Indigenous, federal, state, 
provincial, and universi-
ty researchers using cut-
ting-edge acoustic teleme-
try to track fish movement 
in support of Great Lakes 
fishery management. By 
collaborating across Can-
ada and the United States, 
GLATOS connects scien-
tists, shares data, and ex-
pands research capabilities, 
providing invaluable in-
sights to support sustain-
able Great Lakes fisheries. 
Dr. Thomas Binder will 
join the Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission as GLA-
TOS director to succeed Dr. 
Christopher Vandergoot, 
who tragically passed away 
in late 2024.

The Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission, in part-
nership with Michigan 
State University and the 
U.S. Geological Survey, 
and with support from the 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative, established GLA-
TOS in 2010 with the goal 
of helping scientists, man-
agers, and the public gain 

a better understanding of 
fish movement, behavior, 
and population dynamics in 
the Great Lakes. GLATOS 
utilizes a network of acous-
tic receivers that are placed 
strategically throughout the 
Great Lakes basin to de-
tect and record surgically 
implanted acoustic tags in 
individual fish. These tags 
emit a series of “pings” that 
the receivers hear, decode, 
and record, allowing re-
searchers to track the fish’s 
movement throughout the 
basin. Movement of fish is 
just one piece of the puz-
zle—when collected and 
combined with other en-
vironmental or biological 
data, the information from 
GLATOS can provide a 
more robust account of a 
fish’s behaviors and activi-
ties (e.g., habitat occupan-
cy) which helps scientists 
better understand the ecolo-
gy of the animals, informa-
tion which, prior to GLA-
TOS, was unattainable. 
The GLATOS network of 
receivers works in partner-
ship with the Ocean Track-
ing Network and the Cham-
plain Acoustic Telemetry 
Observation System, which 
are global and local telem-
etry networks, respectively.

In addition to support-
ing a basin-wide detection 
database for data sharing, 
GLATOS supports individ-
ual research projects and 
facilitates collaboration 
and knowledge transfer 
among researchers around 

the basin. GLATOS mem-
bers contribute detection 
data and receiver locations 
from receivers they operate 
to the GLATOS database. 
In return, each project lead 
can access detection data 
from their tagged fish, as 
well as receiver locations 
and dates of operation from 
across the entire network of 
receivers. For more infor-
mation about GLATOS, in-
cluding an interactive map 
of receivers and a project 
list, visit glatos.glos.us.

“Having the ability to 
track the migration of fish 
in the Great Lakes is an in-
credible opportunity to gain 
insight into their behavior,” 
said Ethan Baker, chair of 
the Commission. “GLA-
TOS has ballooned from a 
few receivers and locations 
to an entire network that is 
key to better understand-
ing the behavior of fishes 
as it relates to the ecology 
and health of our fishery 
resources. We congratulate 
Dr. Binder on beginning 
his tenure as director of 
this vital program and look 
forward to working closely 
with him. He has a wealth 
of knowledge and experi-
ence and will undoubtedly 
lead GLATOS with zeal. 
We also graciously thank 
the late Dr. Vandergoot 
for his unwavering, enthu-
siastic leadership and for 
the paths he forged for the 

Dr. Thomas Binder, the new GLATOS director, surgically inserting a tag into a cisco. “Director”
Continued on page 13



March/April 2025     Great Lakes Sport Fishing News     Page 13

GLATOS program,” Baker 
concluded.

Dr. Binder earned an 
M.Sc. and Ph.D. from the 
University of Guelph, ON. 
He has a keen interest in 
understanding the behav-
ior, biology, and physiolo-
gy of fishes, especially lake 
trout and sea lampreys, to 
aid managers in making 
fisheries management de-
cisions. Dr. Binder has 70 
peer-reviewed scientific 
publications, which have 
been cited over 2,500 times, 
and was awarded, with his 
co-authors, the 2023 Chan-
dler-Misener Award for the 
most notable paper in the 
Journal of Great Lakes Re-
search. Dr. Binder has been 
a core member of the GLA-
TOS team since inception 
and brings more than fif-
teen years of fish telemetry 
experience to the role of 
GLATOS Director.

“Director”
Continued from page 12

BRC Women's

Friday Tournament 

Holland July 31 - Aug. 3
2025

bigredclassic.com

333
AM
PRO

Save The Ta-Ta's

Thursday Prelim:

SCAN FOR

EVENT INFO

SLIDE ON A 
SLIP BOBBER

By Bob Jensen

There are lots of ways 
to catch fish. Some an-
glers like to try to learn a 
new technique every year. 
Others like to refine a 
technique that they’re al-
ready familiar with. Doing 
so increases that angler’s 
odds of fishing success. 
For instance, jigs will catch 
fish much of the time, but 
they’re not always the best 
choice. Maybe a live bait 
rig would be better in some 
situations, or maybe crank-
baits would be more pro-
ductive when the fish are 
spread out. The angler that 
is proficient in several tech-
niques will catch fish more 
frequently.

A technique that works 
well in some situations em-
ploys a slip-bobber. When 
the fish are finicky, a slip 
bobber will often coax 
them into biting.

When the fish are tight-
ly schooled, slip bobbers 
will keep the bait right in 
front of the fish for an ex-
tended period of time.

When the fish are sus-
pended at a certain level, a 
slip bobber enables an an-
gler to suspend a bait at that 
level. At times slip bobbers 
will put fish in the boat  
etter than anything else.

Sometimes we think of 
bobber fishing as a tech-
nique that appeals mostly 
to beginning anglers. I re-
member, as a youngster, 
watching a red and white, 
fixed position bobber float 
across the surface of a 
pond, then mysteriously 
disappear, and then reel-
ing in my line with a fish 
attached. Wonderful mem-
ories! But a slip bobber is 
different than the round red 
and white bobbers that clip 
onto your line. Slip bob-
bers have a hollow stem 
that goes through the bob-
ber. You slide your line 
through that stem, which 

allows the bobber to slide 
on your line.

The thing that makes 
the slip bobber work is the 
bobber stop. It is often a 
small knot that will slide 
through the guides on your 
rod. The bobber stop is 
placed on your line, then 
the bobber is slid onto the 
line. Now tie your hook on. 
If you set the bobber stop 
five feet above the hook, 
your bait will suspend five 
feet below the bobber. This 
allows you to present the 
bait at whatever level the 
fish are. Some trial and er-
ror will be necessary to de-
termine the proper depth. 
Set the bobber stop so the 
bait will be suspended a lit-
tle above where you think 
the fish are.

Most anglers work from 
an anchored position when 
slip bobbering. If there is 
some wind, anchor upwind 
of what you believe to be a 
fish holding area. Cast your 
rig upwind of the suspect-
ed fishy spot and let it drift 
through that area. Give the 
fish plenty of time to look 
at your rig, then reel it in 
and cast to another posi-
tion that will enable your 
presentation to go through 
a slightly different section. 
Work an area thoroughly. 
In states that allow multiple 
lines, it works well to cast 
something like a crankbait 
while the bobber rig is do-
ing its thing.

Some anglers like plain 
hooks tipped with live bait 
below the bobber, others 
go for a small jig. A 1/16th 
ounce Shoo Shiner Jig with 
a leech or minnow is a kill-
er below a bobber. Lighter 
jigs enable the live bait to 
have more action. If you 
need more weight, crimp 
a couple of split-shot onto 
the line a foot or so above 
the jig.

Using a slip bobber 
can help an angler catch 
more fish and bigger fish 
in some conditions. Con-
sider adding slip bobbers to 
your fishing arsenal if you 
haven’t already done so.

How to rig a slip bobber. 
Artwork from Pro-Mo’s 

Secrets to Live Bait 
Fishing for Walleyes

There are thousands of fishermen, women and children 
who need to join in taking care
of the Great Lakes and its fishery!

Let’s get them to join!

For more information, 
contact your Chapter Membership Director

or mssfamembership@charter.net

Here’s how it works!
• You (current member) are the sponsor.
• Have the new member fill out the application.
• On the bottom of the application, put your name
   in “Sponsored By” section.
• For each member signed up by you, you get a ticket.
• Your ticket(s) are put into a pot for a drawing.
• The drawings are held at the April Presidents’ meeting.
• There are between 15 - 25 drawings.
• The more tickets in the pot, the more chances to win prizes.

This is a year-long contest.
You need not be present to win!
For new membership sign-up only!

Michigan Steelhead & Salmon
Fishermen’s Association

mssfa.org

Protecting,
Promoting
and Enhancing
Sport Fishing in
the Great Lakes and 
Connecting Waterways 
since 1971...

If you agree
or disagree with

this guide’s rules,
become a 
member

to influence the next 
printing.

We’ll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!
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2025 Battle Creek Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Location
May 31 CONNIE MCGOWAN INVITATIONAL                                

CAPTAIN MUST BE MEMBER
 LAKE ERIE/ DBBC

July 12 PORTAGE LK PANFISH/FAMILY PICNIC PORTAGE LAKE

August 16 VETERANS OUTING    SOUTH HAVEN

October 25 KALAMAZOO RIVER SALMON SLAM ALLEGAN DAM

November 8 KALAMAZOO RIVER TROUT QUEST ALLEGAN DAM

November 15 KALAMAZOO RIVER MEMORIAL  ALLEGAN DAM

November 29 ST.JOE RIVER TUNE-UP STEELHEAD I-94 BOAT RAMP

December 6 ST.JOE WINTER CHALLENGE BENTON HARBOR

December 13 CHRISTMAS PARTY KALAMAZOO EAGLES

Meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Meeting
Meeting Location: (In process of finding a new location)

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Joe Foy at 269-303-1894   /   Dan Foster at 269-370-3693

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

2025 Grand Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Contact Info
TBD 2025 Net Pens

May 29 - June 1 GH Offshore Challenge

August 1-13 Week-Long Plus Tournament

August 14 Chapter Picnic

September 6 Sportsman For Youth

December 10 Chapter Christmas Party

Other Events TBD
For information on these events and other information on the Grand Haven Steelheaders

contact GHS President and State Director Paul Zelenka at pbzfarms@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

2025 Grand Haven

TBD 2025 Net pens
4/24/25 spring meeting.
5/29-6/1/25 GH Offshore challenge
8/1/25-8/13/25 week long plus tournament 
8/14/25 chapter picnic 
9/6/25 Sportsman for youth
12/10/25 chapter Christmas party

2025 Great Lakes Bay Region Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event
May 3 Linwood 7:00 am

May 17 Linwood 7:00 am

May 31 Sebewaing 7:00 am

June 14 Sebewaing - Kids Day 7:00 am

June 28 Linwood 7:00 am

July 12 Manistee 5:30 am

July 26 Ludington 5:30 am

August 9 Frankfort (Gary Decker Memorial) (2-Day) 5:30 am

August 23 Manistee (2-Day) 5:30 am

September 6 Linwood

December 13 Banquet at VFW 5pm

Membership meetings are the first Tuesday every month (no meeting in August)
Meetings held at: 3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI 48642    Phone: 989-496-3410

Board meetings begin at 7:00pm. Please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the outing whether 
you plan on attending or not attending. On the day of the outing, call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72.

Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follows weigh-in on Saturdays only.
Outings:  All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.

Children 16 and Under are free. Picnic is $5.00 for everyone.

If interested in fishing with us please contact: Mark Trudell (989) 839-4920
Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2024 Great Lakes Bay Region... continued
Month Date Event
August 24 Manistee - Salmon (2 Day)

September 7 Manistee / Frankfort - Salmon T.B.D.

December 14 Banquet V.F.W. Midland

Membership meetings are the first Tuesday every month (no meeting in August)
Meetings held at: 3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI 48642    Phone: 989-496-3410

Board meetings begin at 7:00pm. Please call the Port Chairman no later than Monday prior to the outing whether 
you plan on attending or not attending. On the day of the outing, call in on Marine Radio, Channel 72.

Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follows weigh-in on Saturdays only.
Outings:  All Steelheader members pay $5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay $10.00 to participate.

Children 16 and Under are free. Picnic is $5.00 for everyone.

If interested in fishing with us please contact: Gary Decker at 989-859-7472
Visit our web page www.steel-headers.com

2025 Holland Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event
May 2-4 Michigan City Tournament

May 5 Board Meeting

May 8-10 St. Joseph Tournament

May 16-18 South Haven Tournament

May 17 Spring Challenge

May 20 Tuesday Night Leagues Begin

May 29-June 1 Grand Haven Tournament

June 2 Board Meeting

June 20-22 Manistee Tri-Port Tournament

June 28 Kids & Kings Tournament

July 7 Board Meeting

July 12 Fishing With Veterans

July 14-20 Ludington Tournament

July 24-27 Muskegon Tournament

July 26 Summer Challenge

July 31 - August 3 Holland Tournament

August 4 Board Meeting

August 8-10 Saugatuck Tournament

August 15-17 Manistee (Monster) Tournament

August 16 Ladies Tournament

August 21-24 Frankfort Tournament

August 26 Tuesday Night Leagues End

September 8 Board Meeting

September 9 Tuesday Night League Banquet

October 6 Board Meeting

November 3 Board Meeting

December 1 Board Meeting

December 4 Membership Meeting

Board meetings held at: TBD Locations
General Membership: Bayshore Yacht Club at the Yacht Basin Marina

Doors open at 6 pm., Dinner at 7 pm, speaker to follow

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, or call Jimmy Van Brocklin 616-240-7017
or email Brad Stephenson at brad.stephenson32@gmail.com Board meetings held at: TBD Locations

General Membership: Bayshore Yacht Club at the Yacht Basin Marina
Doors open at 6 pm., Dinner at 7 pm, speaker to follow

For event information, go to hollandsteelheaders.org, 
or call Jimmy Van Brocklin 616-240-7017 or email Brad Stephenson 

at brad.stephenson32@gmail.com
2025 Metro West - Livonia Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Contact
May 6 General Membership Meeting

May 10 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament Bob Schulz

May 17 Pt Moulle’ Kayak/SB SM Bass/Walleye Keith Childs

May 17 Howard Tanner Salmon Tournament Benton Harbor Sat Chris Thompson / Dennis Kelley

May 18 Howard Tanner Salmon Tournament Benton Harbor Sun Mark Platt / Dennis Kelley

May 24 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 25 Carp Fishing Event Gale Frazee

June 3 General Membership Meeting

June 7 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park J Somers/M Apostolopoulos

June 14 Sterling SP Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

June 21 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament Bob Schulz

June 22 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

July 8 Club Summer Picnic Mark Platt/Dave Zawacki

July 8 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 24 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thu Gale Frazee / Tom Abdelnour

July 26 Ludington Member Memorial Tournament – Sat Dave & Kim Zawacki

July 27 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun TBD

August 2 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Henry Nabors / Ron Belemore

August 3 Erieau Tournament – Sun. Erieau, Canada Ron Belemore / Henry Nabors

August 6 General Membership Meeting

August 9 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Mike Hartrick

August 10 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc / Kirk Traver

August 16 Lake Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / B Dodge

August 17 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge / R Grech

August 23 PM Lake Kayak/Small Boat Eric Braden

September 2 General Membership Meeting

September 6 Manistee Kayak/SB & Pier Tournaments Eric Braden

September 27 Manistee River Tournaments Fabian Sepulveda

September 28 Muskegon Lake Salmon Camp out Kayak/SB Keith Childs

October 7 General Membership Meeting

October 11 Lake Erie Perch Outing Dave Zawacki

October 15 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2023 Calendar Mtg Kelley/Trenz/Nabors/Henderson

October 18 Ludington Pier/Beach Event Eric Braden

November 1 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Zawacki/Trenz

November 11 General Membership Meeting 2nd Tue.              Election Day Room at Senior Center Nov 4

November 29 Ohio Walleye Tournament Dave Zawacki

December 2 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

December 6 PM & other NW Mi Rivers Tournament Marc Traver/Adam Trenz

December 13 Huron River Tournament Roger Hinchcliff

2025 Metro West... continued
Month Date Event Contact
June 14 Sterling SP Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

June 21 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament Bob Schulz

June 22 Lake Erie Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

July 8 Club Summer Picnic Mark Platt/Dave Zawacki

July 8 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 24 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thu Gale Frazee / Tom Abdelnour

July 26 Ludington Member Memorial Tournament – Sat Dave & Kim Zawacki

July 27 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun TBD

August 2 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Henry Nabors / Ron Belemore

August 3 Erieau Tournament – Sun. Erieau, Canada Ron Belemore / Henry Nabors

August 6 General Membership Meeting

August 9 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Mike Hartrick

August 10 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc / Kirk Traver

August 16 Lake Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech / B Dodge

August 17 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge / R Grech

August 23 PM Lake Kayak/Small Boat Eric Braden

September 2 General Membership Meeting

September 6 Manistee Kayak/SB & Pier Tournaments Eric Braden

September 27 Manistee River Tournaments Fabian Sepulveda

September 28 Muskegon Lake Salmon Camp out Kayak/SB Keith Childs

October 7 General Membership Meeting

October 11 Lake Erie Perch Outing Dave Zawacki

October 15 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2023 Calendar Mtg Kelley/Trenz/Nabors/Henderson

October 18 Ludington Pier/Beach Event Eric Braden

November 1 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Zawacki/Trenz

November 11 General Membership Meeting 2nd Tue.              Election Day Room at Senior Center Nov 4

November 29 Ohio Walleye Tournament Dave Zawacki

December 2 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS

December 6 PM & other NW Mi Rivers Tournament Marc Traver/Adam Trenz

December 13 Huron River Tournament Roger Hinchcliff

2025 Grand Rapids Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information
May TBD Big Lake Outing

May 19 Chapter Meeting & Awards

June TBD Summer Fishing Event Wabasis Lake

June 6-9 Lake Erie Walleye Contest STC

June 30 Chapter Meeting

**July 14 Chapter Family Picnic Johnson Park

August 2 Chapter Challenge/Double D Event

August 25 Members Meeting

September 6 Sportsman For Youth Muskegon

September 29 Members Meeting

October 1 Chapter Archery Buck Contest** pre-entry required

October TBD Fall River Contest

October 27 Chapter Meeting

November 8 Fishing Partners Manistee Contest

November 15 Chapter Firearm Buck Contest** pre-entry required

November 24 Chapter Meeting

**December TBD Christmas Party, watch for details

** Fishing Outings are subject to change based on weather conditions**

Events open to the public
Meeting Location - Elks #48, 917 Bridge St NW, Grand Rapids
Time: 6:00pm-7pm Social Hour with food and beverage followed by Speaker
Board Meetings will take place after the regular Member Meeting
Email Grand Rapids Steelheaders: fishgrsteelhead@gmail.com
Dates with “**” are for members and family only

New address:
P.O. Box 140198

Grand Rapids, MI  49514
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2025 South Haven Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event

Note: SH Steelheaders (SHS) Chapter Events in BOLD 
* = Not Confirmed

May 3-4 Horizon Bank Quake Coho Classic - Michigan City, IN

May 9-10 St. Joe Tourney/SW Chapter

May 16 South Haven Pro Am Tournament Captains Registration

May 17-18 South Haven Pro Am Tournament – South Side City Marina

May 24 Merle Morris Tournament – River Bend Boat Club

June 7 South Haven Steelheaders’ Harbor Light Brewery Ladies Tournament

June 7-8 Free Fishing Weekend

June 13-15 South Haven Harborfest

August 9 SHS Fish Boil (Blueberry Festival - August 7th-10th )

August 16 SHS Operation Injured Soldier/SH Salute to Veterans

August 30 Labor Day Weekend

November 29 South Haven Steelheaders River Tournament

2024 South Haven Steelheaders Membership & Board Meeting Dates
Note: All Board and membership meetings are generally held the third Thursday of each month except for 
special circumstances such as Pro Am Captain’s Meeting set up in May, Fish Boil organizational meeting 

in August and prior to Deer Season in November.
Meeting Location:  South Haven American Legion Post 49, 129 Michigan Avenue, South Haven, MI 49090

Board Meetings start at 5:45pm and membership meetings at 7:00pm.
For more information email: president@southhavensteelheaders.com

MAY 15th – 3rd Thursday *prior to SHS Pro/Am – Membership meeting. 
JUNE 19th - 3rd Thursday 
JULY 17th - 3rd Thursday 

AUG 7th – 1st Thursday – *Prior to the Annual Fish Boil
SEP 18th - 3rd Thursday – Regular & Board meeting to prioritize & set next year’s events. ID event chairs. 
OCT 16th - 3rd Thursday –Regular and Board meeting to finalize next year’s events and set calendar

NOV 6th – 1st Thursday – Regular and Board Meeting to finalize budget and calendar 
December 18th  – 3rd Thursday – Regular Meeting, Election of Directors

The 2025 Pro Am Tournament Committee Kick-off meeting is the 2nd Monday of November (11/10/25)

2025 Southwest MI Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Event Information

Membership meetings and board meeting are held the second Thursday of each month 
but please confirm online for the most updated information.

www.swmisteelheaders.com
www.facebook.com/southwestmichigansteelheaders

May 8-10 Schu’s Summer Challenge Tournament (Tournament Trail Event)

June 12 Club Meeting – Summer Run Steelhead & Offshore Fishing the Thermocline

June 20-21 Trolling with the Troops Fishing Event

September 11 Club Meeting – Fall Run Salmon and Steelhead

December 6 Winter Challenge River Fishing Tournament

Meeting Location: Elks Lodge, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor MI 49022
Southwest Michigan Steelheaders

swmisteelheaders.com

2025 Thumb Chapter Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event Location / Information
May 3 6:00 am Can2Can Fishing Tournament Need Workers! Harbor Beach Marina

June 7 6:00 am Veterans Fishing Outing Contact Kevin Ramsey for details. 
Harbor Beach Marina

June 19 7:30 pm Regular Meeting Harbor Beach American Legion

August 21 7:30 pm Regular Meeting Harbor Beach American Legion

October 16 7:30 pm Regular Meeting 
Election of Board/Officers

Harbor Beach American Legion

Contact Paul Nienaltowski at 810-300-1561 for inquiries.

2025 Thunderbay Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Information
May 17 5:30 am Alpena tournament

June 14 5:30 am Presque Isle tournament

June 28 5:30 am Presque Isle tournament

June 29 5:30 am Presque Isle tournament

July 7 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

August 23 Rogers City Tournament

September 1 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

October 6 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

December 1 7:00pm Monthly Meeting

2025 White River Steelheader’s Calendar of Events
Month Date Time Event information

Note: All meetings will be held at 6:30 pm at the VFW, any changes in location will be decided 
a couple of days before the meeting. – Any questions or to verify dates/times 
please call Clint Pollock at (231) 893-0210 or Terry Clark at (231) 893-6805.

May 1 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

June 5 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

July 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

August 7 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

September 4 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

October 2 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

November 6 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

December 4 6:30pm Meeting at the VFW

1/9/25
2/6/25
3/6/25
4/3/25
5/1/25
6/5/25
8/7/25
9/4/25
10/2/25
11/6/25
12/4/25

MSSFA Board of Directors Meetings 2025

Wednesday 
June 18 

Via TEAMS - 
6:00pm

Wednesday 
August 20 

Via TEAMS - 
6:00pm

Wednesday 
October 15 
Via TEAMS - 

6:00pm

Wednesday 
December 17 
Via TEAMS - 

6:00pm

Illustration from pngtree.com

Michigan Steelhead & Salmon
Fishermen’s Association

mssfa.org

Protecting,
Promoting
and Enhancing
Sport Fishing in
the Great Lakes and 
Connecting Waterways 
since 1971...

If you agree
or disagree with

this guide’s rules,
become a 
member

to influence the next 
printing.

We’ll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!
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8178 W. Main St., Kalamazoo, MI
www.dandrboats.com


