
By Jim Bedford

The fall run of steel-
head was especially weak 
this past autumn, especial-
ly in Lake Michigan and 
Lake Huron tributaries.  We 
can hope that their num-
bers will bounce back this 
spring, but I think that their 
numbers are just way down 
right now.   

Steelhead are likely to 
be quite widely scattered 

this winter and spring and 

than bait so can cover more 
water looking for them be-
cause you can move faster.  
Lures for steelhead can be 
grouped into three cate-
gories based on the way 
they are usually present-
ed.  High action plugs or 
crankbaits are usually held 
against the current; spin-
ners and spoons are cast 

and retrieved; and relative-
ly weightless lures, beads 

current.  Of course, these 
offerings can also be pre-
sented in more than one 
way.

Casting weighted spin-
ners is my favorite steel-
head technique.  They are a 
very versatile lure and can 
be presented at all angles 
with the current.  While 
they cannot be retrieved di-
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New Fishing 
Decree Appealed

The 34th Annual
Southwest Michigan Steelheaders 

“Winter Challenge” 
River Tournament

By Ryan McCartney

The 34th Annual South-
west Michigan Steelhead-
ers “Winter Challenge” 
River Tournament was once 
again held on the St. Joseph 
River on December 2nd.  
The weather was fantastic, 
with sunny skies and mild 
temperatures, which helped 

-
men.  Fishing served to be a 

still had 44 steelhead hit the 
tournament scales.

Although you enter this 
particular tournament as 
an individual, your regis-
tered weights could play 
a key role in the Chapter 

Challenge side of this tour-
nament.  The three biggest 
Steelhead caught by a Bat-
tle Creek Chapter mem-
ber(s) are put against the 
three largest weighed-in 
by a S.W. Michigan Chap-
ter member(s).  A traveling 
trophy is then presented to 
the Chapter with the most 
weight, which was award-
ed to the S.W. Michigan 
Chapter this year, with a 
winning weight of 23.53# 
versus 19.24#.  The larg-
est steelhead of the tourna-

seeking to overturn parts of 

that detractors say would 

populations in the parts of 
lakes Michigan, Huron and 
Superior that fall within the 
jurisdiction of 19th century 
treaties.

which regulates the catch-

operations belonging to 

American tribes including 
the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa In-
dians, remains in effect for 
now.  Its impacts, should 
there be any, won’t be felt 
until spring with the ex-
pansion of gill netting into 
Grand Traverse Bay and an 
extra month of commercial 

to Memorial Day weekend.
Chater boat captain 

Tony Radjenovich of Le-
land township is president 
of the Coalition to Pro-
tect Michigan Resources, 

-
nifying its intent to appeal.  
The actual appeal is not due 

for several weeks.
“There just isn’t enough 

-
ting,” Radjenovich said.  
“We need to preserve the 
resource, and gill nets take 

-
selective. I don’t under-
stand why a state of Mich-
igan licensed commercial 

In a press release, the 
coalition noted that gill 
netting was banned by the 

-
search concluded gill nets 
are non-selective with di-
sastrous consequences for 

Radjenovich said scrap-

the appeal was no easy ef-
fort.  The coalition’s most 
notable member, Michi-
gan United Conservation 
Clubs, is joined by fellow 

Steelhead and Salmon 
Fishermen’s Association, 
Michigan Charter Boat As-
sociation, and Hammond 

-
cially supporting the effort. 

“Southwest”
Continued on page 8

“Decree”
Continued on page 17

Brett Hartford 
with winter steelhead

Luring Spring Steelies rectly against the current as 
they will rise to the surface, 
you can still back them 
down by giving line at a 
rate slower than the cur-
rent to keep them deep and 
spinning.  Spinners attract 
steelies both visibly and 
sonically from a consider-
ably distance so they allow 
you to cover water fairly 
quickly.  This is likely to 
be especially helpful in this 
spring if they are scarce 
and quite scattered.  Take 
advantage and cover lots of 

While spinners work 
especially well in mov-
ing water, spoons are also 
good cast and retrieve 
lures.  Both of these offer-
ings are easy to get down 
to the correct depth and 

the migratory rainbows.  

are holding deep because 

and copper are also effec-
tive and I frequently switch 
to them when the water is 
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By Ben Eiler

A newly discovered 
chemical compound that 

-

their breeding grounds may 
be a new tool in the toolbox 
for controlling a parasite 
that threatens Great Lakes 

Anne Scott, an assistant 
professor at Michigan State 
University, and her team 
of researchers are creating 
a new method of sea lam-
prey control using a newly 
discovered chemical com-
pound, petromyzonol tet-
rasolfate – also known as 
3sPZS.

It is very similar to a 
pheromone that male sea 
lampreys release in rivers 
and streams before breed-
ing. The natural pheromone 
attracts females ready to 
breed to the males’ nests. 
But when 3sPZS is released 
into a river system, females 

unable to breed, Scott said.
A long process lies 

ahead for the researchers 
before this new method 

like those that prescription 
drugs must undergo and 
trial applications in diverse 
river systems are the next 
steps of this journey.

The tests are promis-
ing and the new compound 
seems both safe and effec-
tive, Scott said. It will nat-

urally break down in the 
water and due to its simi-
larity to the naturally oc-
curring pheromone, it only 

lamprey.
Sea lampreys are inva-

sive parasitic eel-shaped 

within the Great Lakes for 
over 100 years. They latch 

their suction cup-shaped 

with their tongue, and after 
secreting a blood-thinning 

-
ids. In the Great Lakes and 
surrounding water bodies, 
sea lampreys kill 40 to 60 
percent of their hosts. This 
can translate to over 40 

lamprey.

Old foe
“Sea lampreys have 

been present in Lake On-
tario since the 1830s,” said 
Marc Gaden, the deputy 
executive secretary of the 
Great Lakes Fishery Com-
mission. It was not until 
1921, after improvements 
to a canal that connected 
Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, 
that the lamprey began to 
spread uncontrollably, he 
said. “By 1939 there were 
sea lampreys in every lake.”

-
rival, the lampreys had a 
massive effect on the Great 

the height of their popula-
tions, between the 1950s 

and 1960s, sea lampreys 
had reduced the annual 

lakes by 98 percent, Gaden 
said. This led to a huge ef-
fort to control the lamprey 
population by employing 
many different techniques.

Of these, the most ef-
fective has been the ap-
plication of a lampricide, 
3-trifluoromethyl-4-ni-
trophenol, also known as 
TFM. It is used to kill the 
lamprey larvae before they 
develop into adults and 
leave the rivers and streams 
where they hatched.

Scott describes TFM as 
“the cornerstone of the con-
trol program,” but she says 
that it has limitations.

The lampricide requires 

river, she said. If there are 
dams or pools in any place 
along the river, the chemi-
cal can get trapped, render-
ing the treatment ineffec-
tive. The treatment must 
be carefully applied to not 
have any effect on the na-

Barrier strategy
Another management 

option is using natural or 

the lampreys from access-
ing their spawning ground 
and to reduce their spread 
into new water bodies. 
While barriers are quite ef-
fective, they may not be a 
permanent solution.

“There is a large push 

throughout the Great Lakes 
and beyond to restore con-
nectivity to our systems. In 
some areas, folks are advo-
cating for removal of barri-
ers,” Scott said. This could 
lead to increased popula-
tions and spread of sea lam-
prey.

However, these two 
methods and others have 
helped managers reduce 
lamprey populations by an 
average of 95 percent in 
all the Great Lakes, Gaden 
said.

While this is a huge suc-
cess, the work is far from 
over. The Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission and its 
partners spend around $25 
million each year on sea 
lamprey control to preserve 

$6 billion,” Gaden said.
“I don’t think that 

there’s a control tactic that 
exists at this point that’s a 
silver bullet,” Scott said. 
However, the addition of 
3sPZS will make it easier 
“to tailor some of our ap-
proaches to certain streams 
and especially make sure 
that we have tactics in 
place for those more prob-
lematic systems.”Scott and 
her team will continue with 
their research of this new 
compound and of sea lam-
preys as a species.

New compound may expand sea lamprey control

Michigan State University assistant professor Anne 
Scott is testing a new method of controlling parasitic 

It’s all about the action of the lure when 

®

with photoluminescence qualities, our 

® also come in 

glow-in-the-dark

Slow And Steady Wins The Race
Even One That Takes 10 years To Move 45 Miles

By Reese Carlson
greatlakesecho.org

The turtles had a long 
journey ahead.

They fought for 45 
miles against the strong 
Kalamazoo River current. 
They left the river and 
walked up and over a dam 
blocking their path. They 
traversed water so shallow 
their shells likely stuck 
out of it. The destination? 
Their home 10 years earlier 
when the 2010 Kalamazoo 
River oil spill wiped it out.

In July 2010, one of 
the largest U.S. inland oil 
spills struck Michigan’s 
Kalamazoo River. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency estimated the spill 
was upwards of 4.5 million 
gallons.

As part of a wildlife res-
cue, the Michigan Depart-

-
es and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services relocated 
more than 700 northern 
map turtles to similar hab-
itats along the Kalamazoo 
River.

In the 10 years fol-
lowing the spill, research-
ers led by Joshua Otten, 
a research ecologist with 
the University of Toledo, 
studied the movements of 
the map turtles after being 
relocated. A recent study 
published in the journal 
Conservation Science and 
Practice details the initial 
emergency move and the 
turtles’ subsequent move-
ments for 10 years.

“The oil spill was a 

Image: Anne Scott

Image: James Harding

It was an incredible oppor-
tunity to learn exactly how 
far these turtles will go,” 
said Stephen Hamilton, an 
aquatic ecosystem ecol-
ogist and biogeochemist 
with Michigan State Uni-
versity’s Kellogg Biolog-
ical Station. “We had no 
idea how far freshwater tur-
tles could travel.”

The turtles used their 

their way back to their 
nests. Otten and his team 
expected this possibility. 
What they did not expect 
was the turtles traveling al-
most 45 miles upstream.

“They will usually 
move a few miles from their 
home base, we knew that,” 
Otten said. “We didn’t have 
data to support movement 
at larger distances. We had 
moved them 30 or 40 miles 
away from where they had 
been captured and we found 
them at nearly the same log 
they had been captured at 
originally, 10 years prior.”

The map turtles had 

made it their personal mis-

It just took them 10 years to 
do it.

“Turtles have this hom-
ing ability which is really 
interesting,” said James 
Harding, a longtime Mich-
igan turtle researcher. “I 
suspect that odor plays a 
part in it, but who knows. 
They could be reading the 
stars as a guide. Turtles just 
have this ability that lets 

home.”
This study did more 

than just share turtle reloca-
tion statistics. It also shows 
that moving them can be 
successful.

Otten’s study explains 
that translocated reptiles 
experience higher death 
rates when they are moved. 
It examines the components 
that made the relocation 
successful and can be used 
as a guide for moving rep-
tiles during similar events, 

“Race”
Continued on page 3
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By Kendall Crawford
www.ideastream.org

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency re-
cently approved a plan to 
reduce phosphorus and ni-
trogen in the Maumee Riv-
er Watershed – one of the 
main drivers of persistent 
toxic algal blooms in Lake 
Erie.

Ohio, Michigan and 
Ontario pledged to reduce 
phosphorus inputs to Lake 
Erie by 40% by 2025.

The total maximum 
daily load, or TMDL, will 
help the large watershed 
in northwest Ohio get on a 
so-called “pollution diet.” 
The TMDL maps how nu-
trients are getting into the 
watershed that spans across 
18 counties. The U.S. EPA 
hopes the plan will be just 
one tool of many.

“Addressing the prob-
lem of algal blooms in the 
western basin of Lake Erie 
will take all of us. It will 

-
ment and resolve. And it 
will take time,” said Debra 
Shore, EPA Region 5 ad-
ministrator, in a statement.

The plan has garnered 
controversy. The Envi-
ronmental Law and Pol-
icy Center and the Lucas 
County Commissioners 
both insist the plan doesn’t 
go far enough in its target 
goals to reduce phospho-
rus.

What is a TMDL?
TMDLs are meant to be 

roadmaps to guide water 
quality efforts, said Chris-
topher Winslow, Director 
of Ohio Sea Grant at Ohio 
State University College of 
Food, Ag and Environmen-
tal Sciences. According to 

Otten said.
“The main issue with 

the translocation success 
stories is that they are often 
just completed transloca-
tions,” Otten said. “There 
are never these follow up 
studies to see if they sur-
vived, so we don’t actual-
ly know if some of them 
are truly successful. They 
might just appear success-
ful because the animals 
were released into the wild 
again.”

Translocation events 
are tricky, especially with 
turtles and their homing 
instincts. They’ll attempt 

often wander into roads. 
Just because the animals 
are back in their habitat 
doesn’t mean the move is 
truly successful, Harding 
said.

The northern map tur-
tle’s success and survival in 
the Kalamazoo River paves 
the way for more attempts 

there is data to back it up, 
regulations and guidelines 
can be made species spe-

environmental disaster, Ot-
ten said.

The Ohio Newsroom

the Clean Water Act, states 
must develop these plans 
for waterways that are con-
sidered impaired, like the 
Maumee River watershed.

The plan maps how 
phosphorus and nitrogen 
are getting into the wa-
tershed, through point or 
non-point sources: Point 
sources come from a sin-

discharge pipes or drainage 

pollutants result from land 
run-off.

“When it rains, the wa-
ter moves off the edge of 
those rivers and streams 
and creeks and gets into 
the major river and then 
ultimately Lake Erie,” 
Winslow said.

make up the brunt of the 
pollutants, Winslow said. 
The Maumee River is sur-
rounded by agricultural 
land, including more than 

operations, also known as 
factory farms, according to 
the TMDL plan. Fertilizer 

and manure can contribute 
large loads of phosphorus 
inputs.

“That isn’t, by itself, a 

we use the landscape for ag 
and the landscape contrib-
utes some of those nutri-
ents,” he said.

A Vital Waterway
The Maumee River Wa-

tershed is one of the largest 
waterways in the nation to 
receive a Total Maximum 
Daily Load plan.

The waterway has long 
been the center of wa-
ter quality debates. The 
Ohio EPA developed the 

roadmap due to a consent 
decree, after six years of 
legal battle with the Envi-
ronmental Law and Policy 
Center. The two organiza-
tions butted heads on how 
to best protect the water-
way under the Clean Water 
Act.

It’s received such atten-
tion because the river is a 
main driver of toxic algal 
blooms, which can harm 
other aquatic life. In 2014, 
the blooms made Toledo’s 
tap water unsafe to drink.

“In all the models and 
the forecasts and the things 
that scientists and agencies 
do to predict how large a 
bloom will be in Lake Erie, 
usually the driver or the 
indicator that bloom is the 
nutrients coming out of the 
Maumee River,” Winslow 
said.

Moving Forward

been approved by the U.S. 
EPA, Winslow said it’s up 
to state and local agencies 
to use it as a guidebook. 

The TMDL is a set of rec-
ommendations that smaller 
municipalities can utilize 
to address the root of the 
problem.

“What can we do in 
our little tiny sub-portion 
of that bigger Maumee to 
reduce nutrient loss from 
here?” Winslow summed 
up.

Some of its recommen-
dations include continuing 
to focus on soil manage-
ment practices, wetland 
restoration and improving 
wastewater infrastructure. 
But, Winslow said the road-
map is subject to change, as 
the plan is meant to be a 
“living document.”

“Every year when we 
learn more and get new 
data, and we see certain ef-
forts on the landscape, we 
can go back and say ‘Hey, 
we need to concentrate 
more here.’ … So it is very 
much an adaptive docu-
ment,” he said.

“Race”
Continued from page 2
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Populations Prompt New Catch Limits
By Kelly House

Anglers will be allowed 
to keep fewer steelhead 
trout in a handful of Mich-
igan rivers, after state regu-
lators tightened regulations 
over fears of population de-
clines.

Resources Commission 
unanimously approved 
the change Thursday, after 
lengthy testimony from an-
glers who are divided on the 
issue. The changes will take 
effect April 1.

Under the new regu-
lations, anglers on certain 
sections of the Carp, Betsie, 

Manistee, Little Manistee, 
Muskegon, Rogue, Pere 

White rivers, along with 
sections of Bear and Prai-
rie creeks, will be allowed 
to keep just one steelhead 
a day. That’s down from a 
previous limit of three-per-
day in most cases.

The limits come af-

ter years of debate within 
the angling community 
and state government over 
whether steelhead popula-
tions are struggling and, if 
so, what to do about it. 

“I think we need to take 
these steps now, in order to 
protect the situation while 

-
swers are,” Commission 
Chair Tom Baird said be-
fore Thursday’s vote.

Scientists with the 
Michigan Department of 

making changes, arguing 
that steelhead populations 
are stable and population 
growth is hindered not by 
anglers, but by environ-
mental factors such as the 
invasive mussel takeover of 
the Great Lakes.

of their life in the lakes,” 
said Jay Wesley, the Lake 
Michigan Basin Coordina-

Division, “so the condition 
of the lake is what deter-
mines how many we have 
and how big they get.” 

The debate goes back 

commissioners began con-
sidering changes after hear-
ing concerns from some 

guides who say Michigan’s 
reputation as a steelhead 

-

in decline. At one point, 
commissioners considered 
imposing a statewide one-
a-day limit. 

Steelhead are migratory 
rainbow trout native to the 

-
lished wild populations in 
some Michigan watersheds 
after humans imported 
them decades ago. The state 
continues to stock some 
rivers with steelhead raised 
in hatcheries.

Born in rivers, steelhead 
spend most of their lives 
in the Great Lakes before 
returning inland to spawn. 
Averaging nine pounds 
and topping out at about 
20, they’re much larger 

than river-dwelling trout. 
They’re a popular sport-

-
ting a lot of food on the ta-
ble, making Michigan’s fall 
and spring steelhead runs 

events.
Once abundant in lakes 

Michigan and Huron, their 
numbers dwindled in the 
early 2000s, when invasive 
mussels transformed the 
lakes’ ecosystems. Mus-
sels coat the lake bottoms 
in every Great Lake except 

and algae out of the water 
and robbing the lakes of 

survive.
There are now an es-

timated two million steel-
head in Lake Michigan. 

consistent in recent years, 
leading state scientists to 
conclude the population is 
stable.

But some anglers say 
they’re noticing changes, 

bites on their lines. Grow-
ing threats from invasive 
species and climate change 
only add to the concern. 

years has been a continuing 
decline,” said Ray Schmidt, 
a retired Manistee County 

has kept 20 years of stats.
Gaps in state data on 

steelhead populations 
helped fuel the debate, 
with anglers on both sides 
lamenting that Michigan 
doesn’t spend more time 
and money tracking steel-
head populations. 

“We all need better data 
-

cisions,” said Bryan Bur-
roughs, executive director 
of Michigan Trout Unlim-
ited, which supports the 
catch limits. But he added: 
“We do see that there is 
reason to be concerned for 
steelhead.”

staff in arguing that further 
restricting catch-and-keep 

-
ference in the species’ long-
term survival. 

“Overharvest of wild 

said Dennis Eade, execu-
tive director of the Michi-
gan Steelhead and Salmon 
Fishermen’s Association. 
“The problem is the cycle 
that we’re in.”

The state has repeated-
ly reduced steelhead catch 
limits since the 1990s in 
response to population de-
clines.

In most of Michigan, 
the steelhead bag limit is 

2021, the state reduced al-
lowable catch in a handful 
of rivers to one daily during 
the spring spawning sea-
son. Thursday’s year-round 
restriction in several rivers 
adds yet another change.

said adult steelhead are 
“saturating” available 
spawning habitat, leading 
him to doubt that restricting 

-
tion.

If Michigan wants more 
steelhead, he said, it must 
either improve conditions 
in the Great Lakes — some-

with mussels dominating 
the ecosystem — or open 
up more spawning habitat 
in rivers by removing dams 
or improving habitat.

But as Bridge Michigan 

to remove dams is hindered 
by a lack of funding and 
social pressure to maintain 
reservoirs that have become 
valued recreational lakes.

Photo Top of Page: 
Steelhead are migratory 

spend most of their time 

(Shutterstock)
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MSSFA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dennis Eade

Dennis Eade, Executive Director
Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association

As 2023 comes to a 
close, it’s time to reor-
ganize for a renewed ef-
fort to preserve our sport 

Circuit Court of Appeals 
deny CPMR’s appeal to 
overturn the results of the 
Consent Decree negotia-
tions, we will need to hold 

for implementing the new 
consent decree in a manner 
that ensures tribal com-

over-harvest lake trout and 
endanger the sustainability 

to this challenge, the legis-
lature is considering a bill 
(HB 5108 - Jason Morgan 
(D) Ann Arbor) which 
would allow state-licensed 
commercial take of game 

walleye, perch and other 

we need to rally support 
for a bill to be sponsored 

Saginaw and dropped after 
the legislature reconvenes 
in January that would up-

species from commercial 
harvest.

To further complicate 

our cold-water species, the 
-

-
ing order to limit the bag 
limit on steelhead on many 
streams to one steelhead 
over 20 inches per trip.  We 
argued at the commission 

over-harvest of steelhead 
is not the reason for few-
er steelhead in the streams 
this fall but instead a result 
of the current climate cycle 

water levels.  Regardless, 
-

dict and limit harvest be-
cause by doing so would do 

-

support lowering the limit 

that keep more than one 
steelhead.  It is the guides 
that are pushing for this 

in the stream and less kept 

for their clients to catch and 
release.  Penalizing the tiny 
minority of anglers who 

which they pay to manage 
by the way, only results in 

-
ing fewer anglers willing to 
incur the expense of a trip 

the table.
On a positive note, 

we were able to get the 
commercial guiding bills 
passed.  Passage means sig-

which will inform future 
regulations.

Fishing for steelhead 
this fall and winter has been 
challenging to say the least.  

steelhead as we have seen 

in past years and the ones 
that are brought to net are 
smaller.  At a recent river 
tournament in St. Joseph, 
MI, forty-four steelhead 
were caught with an av-
erage weight of 4.70 lbs.  

entered was smaller than 
usual and we believe it is 
a result of the pandemic 

unable to get out, miss-
ing a Steelhead egg take 
during Covid.  There were 

The large majority of the 

as the St. Joe River relies 
heavily on stocking.

During 2023 we saw 
the retirement of Jim Dex-
ter, Fisheries Chief and 
the promotion of Randy 
Claramunt as Chief.  Dan 

to take a post at Ferris State 
University and Gov. Whit-
mer appointed Scott Bow-

Scott has a long history of 
public service to Michigan. 
He served as the Commis-
sioner of the Michigan 
Lottery from January 2008 
to February 2017 making 
him the longest serving
lottery director in state

history.  He has shown 
to be a supportive leader, 
trusting his deputy and de-

mission of the department.  
Finally, Gov. Whitmer ap-

vacancy created when Les-
lie Love left.  Pete is found-
er of Cavallo, a company 
that designs platforms that 
elevate the way businesses 
do business.  Both men are 
avid outdoorsmen with a 
keen interest in our hunting 

So, the stage is set for 
a new year of challenges.  
We need to voice our con-
cerns and work to protect 

our resources.  Removing 
obsolete dams and opening 
up miles of productive hab-
itat for cold water species is 
going to be critical to MS-
SFA’s ongoing success for 

For more information, 
contact your Chapter Membership Director

or mssfamembership@charter.net

mssfa.orgprinting.

We’ll HOOK YOU UP with the latest news!

Join a Chapter,
Join the Fun!
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Executive Director
Dennis Eade
616-298-8842
deneade@charter.net 

Membership
Deb Shephard
269-655-4704
mssfamembership@charter.net

Battle Creek
Jeff Root, President
269-370-8515
jeffroot81@gmail.com

Dave Middleton, State Director
269-744-7270
dbm386steelhead@gmail.com

battlecreeksteelheaders.com

Grand Haven
Paul Zelenka, President
                         and State Director
616-638-3273
pbzfarms@gmail.com

Website: www.ghsteelheaders.com

Grand Rapids
Don Remington, President
616-337-2188
remingtondonald014@gmail.com

Rebecca Goettl, State Director
231-349-3679
Rgoettlcmt@gmail.com

Search on facebook: Grand Rapids 
Steelheaders Official Page
Email: fishgrsteelhead@gmail.com

New address:
P.O. Box 74450
Grand Rapids, MI  49514

Great Lakes Bay Region
Mark Trudell, President
989-839-4920
brandon_tacey@yahoo.com

John Letts, State Director
989-798-2493
maintenance@stjohn23.net

facebook.com/Great Lakes Bay Region
Steelheaders

Website: http://steel-headers.com

Holland
Brad Stephenson, President
330-495-9555
brad.stephenson32@gmail.com

Alex Fergus, State Director
616-610-2410
afergus63@gmail.com

Website: www.hollandsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Holland Steelheaders

Metro-West - Livonia
Bob Schulz, President & State Director
248-915-0043
bobschulz7@gmail.com

MetroWest Steelheaders
PO BOX 531927
Livonia MI 48153-1927

Website:
www.metroweststeelheaders.org
facebook.com/Metro West Steelheaders

South Haven
Rich Chapman, President
             and State Director
president@southhavensteelheaders.com

Website:
www.southhavensteelheaders.com
facebook.com/South Haven Steelheaders

Southwest Michigan
Ryan McCartney, President
574-274-6382
mccartneyryan@sbcglobal.net

Joe Montella, State Director
616-283-4296
joe-monte@comcast.net

Website: www.swmisteelheaders.com
facebook.com/Southwestern Steelheaders

Thunder Bay
Dan Bouchard, President
989-255-7350 Cell
dan-bouchard@hotmail.com

Ed Retherford, State Director
989-657-2681
retherfe@gmail.com

Thumb Chapter
Dan Nichols, President
810-488-6767
nicholsdant@gmail.com

Scott Stanke, State Director
989-553-0972
scottystanke@gmail.com

Website: thumbsteelheaders.org
facebook.com/Thumb Chapter Michigan Steelheaders

White River
Clint Pollock, President
231-893-0210
aftereyes2@gmail.com

Terry Clark, State Director
231-730-6628
dadshideout03@yahoo.com

MSSFA was incorporated in 1971 by a handful of individuals who knew that Michigan’s newly formed trout and salmon fishery was something worth working to protect.
They were a small group who wanted to not only protect their fishery, but learn how to catch their elusive prey and tell fishing stories.

MSSFA chapters have membership meetings with guest speakers to learn about all the aspects of sport fishing. MSSFA chapters also sponsor fishing clinics, seminars, sport-fishing shows, derbies 
and tournaments. And are active sponsors for fishing outings for kids, seniors, veterans and our handicapped.

For those who love to fish but have no means, MSSFA chapters sponsor a “Crews” program that allows a sign up as a crew member for a day of fishing.

With a common goal, and a close working partner with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MSSFA helps to enhance the resource and sport fishing in our rivers, streams, inland 
lakes, and of course the mighty Great Lakes. MSSFA is a front-runner at all levels of the legislature and in courtrooms, and has spent countless hours working behind the scenes and attending 
hearings. 

So why join the Steelheaders... Got kids, love fishing.. JOIN NOW! ...and become a member of he largest organized groups of fishermen in the Midwest. There are chapters throughout the entire 
state. You too can help protect and preserve this world-class sport fishery for you, your children and generations to come.

THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHING NEWS (GLSFN)
The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News is owned and operated by The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association.

Better than forty years ago, The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association began to publish a magazine called the “Guide to Great Lakes Sport Fishing”.
Five years later the magazine became a monthly format called “The Great Lakes Steelheader”. Today the newspaper is called “The Great Lakes Sport Fishing News”.

This paper has no paid writers and has a grass roots style. Its writers are the every day fishermen who share their techniques and fishing adventures; and the paper has become well known for it’s 
January Special Edition or “Show Edition” that is seen at all the spring expos and sport, boat and fishing shows throughout the Great Lakes.

Information in the paper covers the entire Great Lakes Basin region from Minnesota to New York including all five of the Great Lakes and their tributary streams.

Chapter members receive the paper as part of their membership. And because of the diversity of fishing in the Great Lakes, the information covers everything from river fishing, big lake fishing to 
inland lake fishing. The paper also offers a direct route for all new products and techniques on the market offered by our advertisers.
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ment was recorded at 9.46# 
and caught by Mark Rad-
vonausky who has been 

many years.  The three win-
ning steelhead that made up 
the SW Michigan Chapter 
total, weighed-in at 7.87 #, 
7.84# and 7.82#, with the 

Owen Lillich and the third 
by Winn Wolf.  The three 
heaviest steelhead making 
up the Battle Creek total 
were caught by Joe Foy, 
Mike Decker and Bryan 
Pomeroy, with respective 
weights of 9.01#, 5.35# 
and 4.88#.

The coveted Walt Tober 
Memorial Award, which 
is named after a longtime, 
contributing member of the 
SW Club and presented to 
the SW Member catching 
the largest steelhead of the 
day, was awarded to Owen 
Lillich.

We would like to thank 
Tackle Haven, The Fishing 
Hole and Highs Marine for 
their sponsorship, On The 
River Tavern for their hos-
pitality, the members that 
helped with this event and 
of course all of the partic-
ipants…. see you all next 
year.

(Photos of winners, below)

“Southwest”
Continued from page 1

Below: Ryan McCartney and Owen Lillich Below: Winn Wolf and Owen Lillich Below:Joe Montella and Own Lillich
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By Roger Hinchcliff
Steelhead Manifesto

Why Steelhead?
Ask any avid Steel-

head angler this question, 
and you may get different 
answers. One thing is for 
sure: they would all tell you 
when it comes to a river 
game species, it truly is the 

the grey or silver ghost of 
the river for a reason. The 

They will test any angler’s 
patience; catching on some 
days can be challenging. 
One thing is for sure: these 

get acrobatic when you’re 

Here in the Great Lakes, 
we stock an abundant num-

offer exceptional steelhead 

have heard of some of these 
famous rivers like the Man-
istee, Muskegon, or Grand. 
But many locals and savvy 
anglers know many tribu-

-
bers every year in the fall, 
winter and spring. We even 

as well.

The Word Angler
The word angler was 

originally a last name. The 

back in the 1500’s. It de-
rived from the word angel, 

English word angel, which 
-

hook.
Through the years, the 

word angler had many 

especially for pleasure, but 

freezer too. Whether you 

or angler, we can agree we 

and is a way of life for most 
‘til we can no longer get 
out on the stream because 
of frailty or death.

An angler will never 
know it all during his life-
time. It truly is a journey 
that will last a lifetime. 

settle on one as a favorite. 
One thing is for sure: I nev-
er met a person who caught 
a steelhead and said I never 
want to do that again. Have 
you?

The word Angler means 
the same thing. All anglers 

Fall and Winter
In the Great Lakes, we 

have different seasons. 
Many outdoors people 
chase whitetails every fall. 
It’s a religion around the 
Great Lakes. Some schools 
still close on opening day 
in many parts. But when 
the cold weather arrives, 

freezer is full. That’s when 
Steelhead is just starting to 
get active in many streams.

If you have the cold 
weather blues and want 
something to do, please 
consider the mighty Steel-

bitten you, it’s over. They, 

creatures made by God. 

never been on the streams 
in the fall or winter. The 
scenery and serenity are 
memorable experiences 
and should be enjoyed. The 
outdoors is a special gift 
given to humans, and many 
have never experienced it.

Having said that, don’t
worry about too many folks 
around. Fewer anglers are 
on the river this time of 
year, offering an even more 
pleasurable experience. 

fall or winter steelhead. It 
doesn’t get any better than 
that.

cold weather, when you 
hook a steelhead and that 
drag starts peeling, you’ll 
forget all about the chill in 
the air, the stresses at work 
or any concerns other than 

Methods
Let’s keep it simple 

without getting too deep 
into the weeds on this sub-
ject. It would be best to 
have a 9ft or more rod with 
a 3000 series reel and a bob-
ber. Yes, that’s right, a bob-
ber. However, Steelhead 
anglers get crazy when you 

Steelhead anglers like to 
call it Float Fishing.

The rigging is simple: 

a swivel. After the swiv-
-

bon leader. From there, 
you have many options. A 
spawn sack, bead, and jig 
are the most popular op-

-
nows, and wax worms are 
popular favorites to tip a jig 
with. Many also cast plugs 
and spinners to catch these 

have many options to chase 

fun.

Harvest
Most steelhead anglers 

release their quarry in the 
rivers. Some anglers will 
keep a few for the eggs 
from a female for bait. 
Many anglers like to cook 
steelhead in different ways. 
My personal favorites are 
Blackened on the grill or 
smoked. During the Holi-
days I will get in trouble if I 

dip to the party.

Which makes chasing this 

same time, I strongly sup-
port the catch and release 

Conclusion
The angling lifestyle is 

not for everyone. But those 

rivers genuinely know the 
calm feeling you experience 
while on the stream and can 
make the most stressed-out 
person relax and forget any 
problems or worries. The 

us from the pain and misery 
in this world.

isn’t all puppies, rainbows 
and sunshine. Every outing 
can be a challenge to catch 
this wary adversary and is 
always an adventure. But 
nature’s quietness and the 
joy experienced when the 
battle begins makes it all 
worth it.

Enjoy the Steelhead 
Journey and try to get bet-
ter every day; life is good 
on the stream.

January/Febru

By Roger Hinchcliff

Why Stee lhead?

Author Roger Hinchcliff 
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If you are picking up 
this paper from one of 
the many outdoor shows, 
please take a minute to look 
at the Chapter locations 
and their meeting dates. 
(Pages 18-19) Our chap-
ters welcome non-mem-
bers to our club meetings. 
And, our different chapters 
host a variety of speakers 
because we all have dif-
ferent tastes in how/where 

-
tions. Some chapters are 

based, and some chapters 
are a mix. So, keep an eye 
on their social media to see 
what they have coming up 
in their events! Better yet, 
attend a meeting and learn 

have never done! I guaran-
tee you will be hooked…

Grand Rapids Chapter 
has been busy this year! 
We held many classes with 
Sacred Heart School, and 
covered a wide variety of 
lessons; from knot tying to 

jigging to trolling to plain 

students gleaned info from 
a Walleye guy, Big Lake 
Charter Captain, inland 
lake expert, and a shore 

lot during their in-class ses-

different species and their 
migration, invasive species 
and their life cycles, the 
health and management of 
our waters, to name a few. 
At the completion of the 
in-school sessions, the stu-
dents had 2 days of hands 

young people had never 
picked up a pole or baited 

takes as common place is a 
great achievement to a new 

a slimy, squiggly worm, or 

-
tive club member, it is so 
great to see these young 
people as they accomplish 
these tasks. This is my 3rd 
year helping in this area of 
the club, and it has to be my 
favorite…

The GR Chapter also 
took some retired folks out 

-
bile of their own accord, 
and some had walkers, and 
some had wheels. A few 
obstacles, but nothing that 
couldn’t be over-come! 
The members that assisted 
were treated to childhood 

days long gone. As with the 
school students, some of 

That did not stop any of 
them!

Doug
Schultz:

Coordinator
On behalf of Fisheries 

Chief Randy Claramunt - 

I am pleased to an-
nounce that Doug Schultz 
will be joining us as the 
new Lake Huron Basin Co-
ordinator.  Mr. Schultz has 
over 18 years of experience 
with the Minnesota Depart-

including 12 years as an 
Area Fisheries Supervisor. 
In his previous position, 
Doug supervised over 10 
employees, managed a 
complex budget, and col-
laborated on the assess-
ment and management of 
multiple water bodies with 
tribal nations. Doug has 
a bachelor’s degree from 
South Dakota State Uni-
versity and a master’s de-
gree from Southern Illinois 
University.

Doug has extensive 
experience in creating and 
managing teams including 
being Chair of the Walleye 
Technical Committee and 
serving on an interagency 
Cormorant Working Group 
which he will continue to 
do so but as Michigan’s 
representative. Doug has 
extensive inter-jurisdic-

-
ment experience working 
with tribal nations, local 
units of government, and 
the public on complex 
aquatic resource issues in-
volving large inland lakes 
in Minnesota.  These ex-
periences will be very ap-
plicable to the Lake Huron 
Basin Coordinator role for 
Michigan.

Doug will be starting 
with us on January 1, 2024, 
and will be working out of 
the Alpena Fisheries Re-
search Station.  Please join 
me in welcoming Doug and 
his family to Michigan!

Grand Rapids Steelheaders
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Get Yours Hot Off The Press
March 7-10, 2024

Or Digitally March 11
www.tournamenttrail.net

The Coalition to Pro-
tect Michigan’s Resources 

appellate brief in the Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit yes-
terday arguing against en-
try of the 2023 Great Lakes 
Consent Decree (2023 De-
cree).

The 2023 Decree was 
a negotiated settlement of 
four sovereign Michigan 
Tribes, the United States of 
America, and the State of 
Michigan. Judge Paul Ma-
loney approved the 2023 
Decree in August after 
considering CPMR’s ob-
jections to the agreed-upon 
management framework.

In handing down his 
order, Judge Maloney re-
jected CPMR’s claim that 

biological harm is likely to 
happen to the Great Lakes 

in lakes Michigan, Huron, 
and Superior accompanied 

of target annual mortal-
ity rates for Lake Trout 

problematic, Judge Ma-
loney failed to recognize 
the 2023 Decree does not 
contain proper measures 
to mitigate harm to the 
resource because of over-

concerning with the undis-

stocks.
CPMR’s appeal is 

available to the public and 
can be found on it’s website: 
protectmiresources.com 

The appeal focused on the 
District Court’s disregard-
ing of biological evidence 
that the 2023 Decree could 
irreparably harm the re-
source. CPMR presented 
expert witnesses and bio-
logical data showing that 

the massive expansion of 
gillnets into new areas of 
the Great Lakes is unsus-
tainable and will decimate 

The appeal raises sev-
eral legal and fact-based 
questions about the Dis-
trict Court’s decision. Chief 
among them, did the Dis-
trict Court abuse its discre-
tion in approving the 2023 
Decree when the manage-
ment framework of the 
Decree is unenforceable, 
drastically expands gillnet-
ting to the detriment of the 

to require the parties to 
collect complete data, and 
sets target annual mortality 

considering the biological 
status of the Great Lakes 

Through the appeal, 
CPMR argues that the 
District Court erred in its 
review of the 2023 De-

cree. The appeal is based 
on factual and legal issues, 
including vagueness of har-
vest limits, impact on the 

and inadequate information 
sharing. The other parties 

the CPMR appeal by Jan-
uary 18, and then CPRM 
will get an opportunity to 
reply to those arguments by 
February 20.

Tony Radjenovich, 
President of the coalition, 
said that CPMR’s focus has 
always been the health of 

“The sustainability of 

always been our top priori-
ty,” said Radjenovich. “Our 
position has been unwaver-
ing, the 2023 Great Lakes 
Consent Decree, as written, 
would cause potentially ir-
reversible harm to the pop-

species. The Coalition has 
held the position for years 
that gillnets are indiscrimi-
nate, lethal, and dangerous 

“For more than 40 years 
the Coalition’s members 
have been a voice for the 

“Our resolve remains as 
strong now as ever, we will 
not lose sight of what is 
important, the health of the 

committed to exhausting 
every reasonable legal op-
tion we have to ensure the 

CPMR is comprised 
of the Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs, the 
Michigan Charter Boat 
Association, the Michi-
gan Steelhead and Salm-
on Fishermen’s Associa-
tion, and Hammond Bay 
Area Anglers Association, 
accompanied by an as-
sortment of angling and 
conservation-supporting 
members.

Since the coalition’s 
inception, it has worked to 
ensure that recreation an-
glers’ voices are represent-
ed during the Great Lakes 
Consent Decree negotia-
tions. You can support the 
work of CPMR by donat-
ing here: 

CPMR byy donat
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Tickets and details at NoviBoatShow.net

March 14-17

January  27- February 4, 2024
Huntington Place (Formerly Cobo Center)

MEET 
CAPT SANDY

FromFrom

Saturday & Sunday 
February 3rd & 4th 

Tickets & details at DetroitBoatShow.net
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low and clear and the day is 

orange, red, or chartreuse 
tape to the back of the spin-
ner blade or spoon will 
make your lure even more 
irritating and thus irresist-
ible to migrating steelhead.

These lures should be 
retrieved as slowly as possi-
ble, just fast enough to keep 
them spinning or wobbling.  
If you are casting upstream, 
you’ll have to crank a lit-
tle faster to keep the lures 
working properly.  Con-
versely, if you are sweeping 
spinners or spoons across 
the current you might not 
have to turn the reel handle 
at all.  Spinners with broad, 

best because they spin well 
on slow retrieves.  Like-
wise, highly curved spoons 
like the Little Cleo and BC 
Steel will wobble at fairly 
slow retrieve speeds.

Spinners and, to a 
somewhat lesser extent, 
spoons have a resistance 
that you feel when they are 
retrieved.  That means the 
lure is working properly.  
A sensitive rod and smooth 
running reel enhance your 
ability to feel the lure work-
ing.  If you don’t sense re-
sistance, the lure could be 
fouled or working improp-
erly.  Or, more often than 
you might think, the reason 

could also be that a steel-
head has softly inhaled the 
lure.  When in doubt, set the 
hook.

High action, compact 
plugs or crankbaits are tra-
ditionally backed down-
stream at a rate slower than 
the current speed.  This 
can be accomplished from 
an anchored boat or a drift 
boat that is rowed to keep 
the craft moving slower 
than the current.  Wading 
anglers can also drop back 
plugs when they can wade 
in above the holding water.

Hotshots, Wiggle-

Mag Lips, Hot-n-Tots, and 

Brad’s Wigglers are all fa-
vorites for plug pullers.  
Many other high action 
bass or walleye crankbaits 
can also be effective but be 
sure that the hooks and split 
rings on them are strong 
enough.  Choose light and 
bright colors to get the 
steelhead’s attention as you 
invade their territory.  Fluo-
rescent chartreuse, orange, 
pink, and red are all excel-

-
es and contrasting colors 
are also great at getting 
the attention of a big iron-
head.  Copper has been hot 
in recent years and rattling 
plugs help the steelhead 
zero in when the water is 
stained or turbid.

You can also cast and 
retrieve these plugs for 
steelhead.  Upstream casts 
are not very effective be-

down with the current but 
quartering downstream 
and then sweeping against 
the current can be very ef-
fective.  Casting the plugs 
can help you get them into 
tight spots in the cover that 

with a boat.
In recent years, minnow 

plugs or stick baits have 
been very successful in 
catching steelhead.  They 

or quartering against the 
current.  They may be ap-
pealing to the feeding in-

stincts of the steelhead but 
I am guessing the rain-

even small ones in their 
space.  These plugs seem 
to become especially effec-
tive as spawning time ap-
proaches, perhaps because 
steelhead don’t like other 

start laying eggs.
Drifted lures such as 

often buoyant drift “lures” 
also work well for spring 
steelhead.  With this group 
we are using the river’s cur-
rent to deliver our offering.  
While some anglers still 
stick with traditional bot-

tom bouncing techniques, 
the vast majority of Great 
Lakes anglers are now us-

Except for jigs, most 
drift lures are either buoy-
ant or have little weight of 
their own.  Therefore some 
weight must be added.  For 
bottom bouncing anglers 
usually employ a two way 
swivel and attach their 
mainline to one loop and a 
leader of two to four pound 
lighter material in test to 
the other loop.  Leaving a 
long tag end to the leader 
know enables you to attach 
split shot or hollow pencil 
lead to it.  The weight needs 
to be heavy enough to keep 
your offering near the bot-
tom but not so heavy as to 
drag and snag frequently.  
You are much better off to 
be a little high in the water 
column than to be snagging 
up all the time.

Float anglers also need 
to add weight unless us-
ing a jig.  Small split shot 
spread out in a pattern on 
the leader are usually em-
ployed.  Keeping your of-
fering suspended a foot or 
two above the bottom will 
be most effective as steel-
head look forward and up.  
If the surface current is not 

enhance the effectiveness 
of your offering, especial-
ly marabou dressed jigs by 
jiggling your bobber with 
your rod.

There are large numbers 
of commercial drift lures 
available.  You can also tie 

yarn balls.  Bright colors 
continue to be best and two 
contrasting colors are even 
better.  Don’t forget you 

weightless drift lures with 

from where you suspect the 
steelhead to lie and allow 

make it appear alive as it 
sweeps through the holding 
water.

Utilizing a small, black 
duo-lock snap on the end 

of your line will allow you 
to quickly change lures to 
match the holding water.  
Cutting and retying takes 
time and is a bother and you 
probably won’t bother even 
though you know a differ-
ent spinner or plug would 
be better for the situation at 
hand.  If you pre-tie some 

even switch from casting 

Remember that steel-
head need cover on their 
river migrations, and while 
they orient to current, they 
also need to be able to rest.  
You can think of cover as 

hidden from view.  The sim-
plest cover is water depth.  

The clearer the water, the 
deeper the hole must be to 
provide protection.  A rif-

in shallower water.
Boulders, submerged 

logs, and clay or rock 
shelves or ledges provide 
both cover and serve to 
break the current for mi-
grating steelhead.  Steelies 
will usually lie quite close 
to these obstacles.  A billed 
cap and polarized sunglass-
es are essential for success, 
both to see the cover struc-

If you are not ready to 
trade in your spawn sacs 

you can still employ hard-

ware as an aid.  Casting 
spinners or pulling plugs 

-
tion is located, you can drift 
the holes with eggs.  Con-
versely, if you are drifting 
a run with bait that you 
know holds steelhead but 
they are not taking, you can 
use hardware as a change 

might also agitate them into 
changing position and be-
coming more receptive to 
your eggs or beads.  Finally, 
adding yarn or a bright drift 
lure above your hook will 
make your spawn bag more 

excite them into taking it.           

“Steelies”
Continued from page 1

Pete Schantz with early spring steelhead

Author Jim Bedford 
with steelhead
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Tough Times For Steelhead
By Jim Bedford

Times are tough for the 
steelhead in Lakes Mich-
igan and Huron and they 
may get tougher.  Invasive 
quagga mussels now carpet 
the bottoms of both lakes 

greatly reduced the plank-
ton levels.  This in turn has 
reduced the availability of 
food for alewives, the pri-
mary forage for the lakes’ 
salmon and trout.  Steel-
head runs this past fall were 
greatly reduced despite 
ample rainfall.  Angling 
pressure on the tributaries 
was reduced and so was the 
catch.  River anglers no-
ticed and they reduced their 
harvest of their precious 
steelhead.  In fact, many 
anglers noted the reduced 
numbers of steelhead and 
voluntarily released all the 
steelhead they were catch-
ing.   On the streams I was 
wading I didn’t encounter a 
single angler with a steel-
head on a stringer over the 
past three years.

Initially a reduction of 
the limit on steelhead to 

-
sources Commission for 
select streams in the spring 
only.  This past fall the 

the reduction to more riv-
ers and year around.  This 
reduction was passed unan-
imously at their meeting in 

Grant, MUCC, and MSS-
FA.  Their main argument 
was there was not enough 

make such a move.  Despite 

being a life member of MS-
SFA, I was strongly in favor 
of the limit reduction and 
was joined by Michigan 
Trout Unlimited and the 
vast majority of the anglers 
and guides at the meeting.  

As a Ph.D scientist I could 
understand the possible 
lack of data but as a long 
time catch and release steel-
head angler I felt the need 
to invoke some “social sci-
ence” and to speak for the 

are considered an elite sport 

sends the message that their 
numbers are way down and 
need our help.

In addition to the food 
chain problems, we also 
have the dark cloud of In-
dian gill nets in the north-

ern parts of Lake Michigan 
and Lake Huron next year 
with the new Consent De-
cree.  This is another rea-
son for being careful not to 
over-harvest our precious 
steelhead.

Michigan is a destina-
tion state for midwestern 
steelhead anglers.  They 
come because of our rivers 
and our good numbers of 
wild steelhead.  It is im-
portant to note that many 
anglers travel to British 
Columbia and Alaska and 
spend lots of money to 
catch and release all of the 

steelhead they bring to net.  
Last year I wrote an ar-

ticle on “selective release” 
for the show edition of 
The Great Lakes Fishing 

the Michigan Steelhead and 
Salmon Fisherman’s Asso-
ciation, and steelhead were 
a major component of the 
article.  Steelhead are not 
actively feeding on their 
spawning run so they rare-
ly take our offerings deep.  
The water temperatures are 
usually quite cool and with 
care steelhead can easily be 
successfully released.  Use 
tackle that can subdue them 
in a reasonable amount of 
time and utilize a good-
sized net to land them.  

the water and use the net as 
a corral while you unhook 
the steelhead with your for-
ceps or needle nose pliers.

Male steelhead can and 
often do spawn with sever-
al female steelhead.  Small 
male steelhead are often 
chased off the redds by the 
large, dominant males and 
are usually not important to 
overall successful spawn-
ing.  Additionally, they are 

-
ing steelhead for the grill or 

smoker.  This is especially 
true when they are caught 
in the fall or winter before 
spawning commences.

Fishing for steelhead 
with lures is a good plan 

considerable distance.  A 
revised version of an article 
on this tactic is also in this 
issue of the Great Lakes 

Releasing falll steelhead
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Event Registration Opens April 1
Ludington boasts one 

ports on the Great Lakes, 
which is why this stop on 
the Lake Michigan tourna-
ment trail continues to be a 
raving success.

-
ton Offshore Classic also 
pays out big cash prizes 
– causing hundreds of an-

every summer to get a taste 
of the week-long competi-
tion. The 2024 tournament 
will be held July 15-21.

In 2023, gorgeous 
weather on the big lake 
made for a successful tour-
nament week in July. Only 
one day saw a delay for the 
ladies due to a short-lived 
thunderstorm.

Big Boys contest win-
ner, Flat Out, took home the 
top prize of $22,400 after 
defeating 31 other boats in 
contention. Captain David 

crew earned 453.25 points 
in the two-day event.

“Our strategy was to 

Baker said. “We focused 
more on lake trout north 
of Manistee and salmon 
off Big (Sable) Point. We 
had some nice-sized trout, 
which is probably why we 
won. It’s kind of the luck 
of the draw – but we found 
something the trout liked.”

He credits Dreamweav-
er for the lures and prod-
ucts they used during the 
Big Boys event, adding 
that he likes the challenge 

tournament.
The second-place team 

in the 2023 Big Boys tour-
nament was OFishL Busi-
ness, who took home a 
prize of $6,400, and third 
place went to Elsie-K re-
ceiving $3,200. Lori Ann 

of the tournament at 26.6 
pounds.

The weekend’s pro 
tournament saw SlipKnot 
taking away the $20,000 
top prize. Its crew had two 

during the event, bringing 

weighing a whopping total 
of 290.7 pounds.

SlipKnot captain, Len-
ny Vaughan, said he and 
co-captain, Mark Chmura, 

Point on both days.
“The second day was a 

little bit more of a challenge 
for us,” he said. “We ended 

11 for the tournament. The 
Ludington Offshore Clas-
sic is a tough tournament 
due to having to catch two 
species to complete your 
tournament limit.

“This was my second 
appearance at the Luding-
ton Offshore tournament,” 
he added. “The Ludington 
Offshore tournament is the 
biggest and best on Lake 
Michigan. To have won it 
this year really puts me in 
the company of some of the 

all time. I’ll be back next 
year to try to win it again.”

Other winners of the pro 
tournament were EZ Lim-
its, second place, awarded 
a $8,000 prize; and Pure 
Chaos, third place, award-
ed $5,000. Underdog was 
the Big Fish winner with 

awarded $3,000, while the 
Top Am Winner was Of-

-
nings.

Throughout the week-
long Ludington Offshore 
Classic, there are contests 
for pros, amateurs, ladies 
and youth. These events, 
supported by Ludington-ar-
ea businesses, will return 
for 2024 and feature pub-
lic weigh-ins at Waterfront 
Park and crowds that rival 
other communities on the 
tournament trail.

“We’ve heard again and 
again that Ludington is the 
favorite stop,” said Brandy 
Miller, president/CEO of 
the Chamber Alliance of 
Mason County, who puts 

on the event. “While this 
tournament requires a lot of 
planning and effort on the 
part of our committee and 
volunteers, this is always a 
feel-good event that brings 
people back to Ludington 
to enjoy all of the natural 
resources and amenities 
that we have here.”

To register for the 2024 
tournament, visit luding-
tontournament.com.

  2024 Schedule of Events:
July 15: Big Boys captains meeting
July 16-17: Big Boys Tournament
July 18: Ludington Legends Memorial Tournament
July 19: Ladies and Youth
July 20-21: Pro/Am Ludington Offshore Classic
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SAUGATUCK/ SOUTH HAVEN DUAL PORT CHALLENGE

Saugatuck
Big Lake Classic

Pro/Am Fishing Tournament
August 9th-11th 2024

JOIN US IN AUGUST FOR THIS EXICITING TOURNAMENT
         7th Annual “Denny Allen Memorial” Big Fish Tournament
       1st Place $2000 provided you are in the Tournament

Sponsored by Barber Ford
FRIDAY AUGUST 9TH SPECTATORS TOURNAMENT SHOOTOUT 

Womens and Youth Division 1st Place $1000
Sponsored by Bellman Oil

$10,000 First Prize Pro Division - based on 20 entries
$4,000 First Prize Am Division - based on 30 entries
Reserve your slip early
2024 Friday Night Check In - Spectators Restaurant
5:00-7:00pm, Food Provided
Captains Meeting at 7:00pm
August 10th - 11th Free Hamburgers and Hot
Dogs at Weigh-in and Awards Ceremony

Saugatuck Sport Fishing AssociationDENNY ALLEN MEMORIAL
    Entry Fee: $50   Guaranteed 15 Places

For entry or pre-tournament shootout go to

To contact us:
John Watson at 1137watson@gmail.com
Or Call Tournament Director at 616-218-6686

For Dock Space contact:
Sergeant Marina at 269-857-2873
Dave Engel at 616-218-4812
Tom Earley at 269-207-1095

All Provided by Coral Gables Restaurant

The King Co.

An Invitation to the

The Metro-West Steel-
headers (MWS) is a 170+ 
member “Family Fun” ori-

goal is to promote sport-

information to those want-
ing to learn and educate 
young people through par-

throughout the Great Lakes 
region.  MWS is one of 
eleven Michigan Steelhead 
& Salmon Fisherman’s As-
sociation (MSSFA) chap-
ters across the state. 

MWS has something 
for everyone’s interest in 

-
vironmental education, 
community outreach, & 
fund raising.  MWS holds 
roughly sixty (60) events a 

rivers, inland lakes, and 
the great lakes, including 
piers/beaches.  In addition 

community outreach events 
and most important the op-
portunity to meet fellow 
anglers in person at one of 

our ten (10) monthly meet-
ings.  The general meetings 
are open to the public with 
expert speakers related to 

-
ogists.

MWS is active rep-
resenting MSSFA on the 

-
ing committee and partic-
ipates in Michigan Unit-
ed Conservation Clubs 

(MUCC) Policy Board 
meetings and serves on the 
MUCC Fisheries Commit-
tee as well as serving on 

& Lake Erie Citizens Fish-
ery Advisory Committees. 
MWS also participates with 
MUCC and other conserva-
tion groups in two annual 
river clean ups on the Clin-
ton and Manistee Rivers

MWS sponsors an an-
nual “Kids Fish” at Kens-
ington Metro-Park for 100 
kids.  Each child receives 

rod, bait and instruction by 
MWS volunteers through-
out the morning.  MWS 
also supports numerous 
“Salmon-in- the-Class-
room” projects by provid-
ing equipment and support 
for the schools.

Tailgate Lunch!

Other fun activities in-
clude “Captain & Crewp-
erson of the year” contests 
as well as River, Kayak, 
Small Boat, Beach and Pier 
“Anglers of the Year” con-
tests. There also are “Big 
Fish” and “Warm Water 

contests.
MWS Fundraisers sup-

port sending area children 
to the MUCC Kids Camp, 
the Annual Kids Fish at 
Kensington Metro Park, (6) 

“Salmon-in- the-Class-
room” program & dona-

special programs like the 
“Clinton River Watershed 
Council” and the Lake Su-
perior State University At-
lantic Salmon project.

MWS is always look-
ing for new members and 
always welcomes anyone 

learning more about sport-

join us at one of the gen-

Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 P.M.  Meetings are 
currently held at the Livo-
nia Senior Center located at 
15218 Farmington Rd, MI. 
48154.

For more information 
visit the MWS Website at 
www.metroweststeelhead-
ers.org or contact Henry 

hhnabors@gmail.com or 
call (248.225.4964).

President MWS
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Anonymous Guest Writer at: 

chances are you will get your favorite spots all to your-
self! Here are few tips to make the best of those colder 
days on the water.

Wear neoprene waders. Gloves and a good 
thermal cap are essential. Layer up, if possible. It’s better 
to feel like the Michelin man than to freeze. Use a wad-

uncomfortable in the summer; it’s potentially life-threat-
ening in the winter.

And even if you stay dry, 
make sure to take breaks to stay warm. Drink a cup of 
coffee or crank up the heat in your vehicle.

   Tailwaters 
are the obvious option in the winter simply because of 
the constant water temperature. Trout, for instance, like 

                       There’s no need to get up at the crack 
-

times, I go after lunch, when sun is up high enough to 
warm the water. This schedule applies to freshwater and 
salt.

-

You need to slow down. Slow movements. Slow casts. 
Slow strips. Slow retrieves. As the winter water tempera-

make accurate casts and slow down.

  The air
temperature is important for personal safety. The water 

generally like temperatures in the 50s. Largemouth bass, 
on the other hand, prefer temperatures in the mid-60s 
and 70s. Temperature, of course, is only one factor in 

the cold.

5Ways
To Catch 

More Fish
In The Winter

Safety

“The coalition met with all 
of its supporters, and we 
explained to them what 

we thought was lacking in 
the judge’s order.  We said 
we need to set the record 
straight.  Biological infor-
mation was the most obvi-
ous mistake, and it wasn’t 

allowed in the order,” Rad-
jenovich said.

Winowiecki, who hails 
from Cedar, is president of 
the Michigan Charter Boat 

Association and holds a 
seat on CPMR board.  He 
said U.S. District Court 
judge Paul Maloney left 
open the opportunity for 
the Coalition to appeal, an 

“Decree”
Continued from page 1

option that was not avail-
able in 2000 when the pre-
vious decree was approved.  
CPMR, whose motion to 
have a seat at the negoti-
ating table was denied by 
Maloney, has been partic-
ipating as a friend of the 
court.

“The money was tough 
to scrape up.  All the major 
groups involved are out of 
money.  But we didn’t have 
a choice.  Our legal team 
said (the opportunity to ap-
peal) has never happened in 
all the years of the decree,” 
Winowiecki said.

Also noticing the 
change of precedence was 
the Department of the In-
terior, a participating mem-
ber of the negotiations.  A 
day after the Coalition mo-
tioned to appeal the decree, 
the Interior Department 

portion of Maloney’s de-

neither the coalition nor 
the Department of Interior 
sought an order delaying 

implementation of the de-
cree.

Centerville Township 
attorney Bill Rastetter has 
represented the Grand Tra-
vers Band in negotiations 

for more than four decades.  
He did not comment for 
this story on the appeals.  
In past interviews he has 
stated that the new decree, 
which was given a life- span 
of 23 years, leaves in place 
harvest quota percentages 
essentially dividing com-

between state-licensed and 

The decree approved by 
Maloney is the third fol-
lowing a landmark decision 
in 1979 by Federal Judge 

19th Century treaties that 
ceded land essential for 
Michigan to attain state-
hood.  Among money and 
other guarantees granted 
the tribes was the right to 

the Great Lakes.
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 Battle Creek Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent ocation
February St. Joe River rout uest  Boat Ramp

March St. Joe River Chapter Challenge n the River avern

March alama oo River Spring Steelhead Allegan am

May Lake Michigan Spring ournament Benton Harbor  SH

June Connie McGo an nvitational Lake rie BBC

July ortage Lake

August Lake Michigan Memorial South Haven

August Veterans uting South Haven

ctober alama oo River Salmon Slam Allegan am

ovember alama oon River routh uest Allegan am

ovember alama oo River Memorial Allegan am

ovember St. Joe River Fall Steelhead  Boat Ramp

ecember St. Joe River Chapter Challenge n the River avern

ecemeber Christmas arty alama oo agles

Meetings are held e ery rd Tuesday of the month   pm Social,  pm Meeting
Meeting ocation  Tra elers Cafe and ub,  ortage Rd  Exit  off 

FOR MORE FORMAT O
Ri er Tournament   oe Foy at       ake Tournament  Dan Foster at 

battlecreeksteelheaders com

 Grand Ha en Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent Contact nfo
April 4 Spring Meeting

May 30 - June 2 Memorial Tournament and GH Offshore

TBD GH/GR Chapter Challenge

August 2-15 Weeklong Plus Contest

August 15 Picnic

September 7 Sportsman For Youth

TBD Christmas Party

Other Events TBD
For information on these events and other information on the Grand Haven Steelheaders

contact GHS President and State Director Paul Zelenka at pbzfarms@gmail.com
www.ghsteelheaders.com

 Grand Rapids Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent nformation
January 2 ce Fishing Outing Wabasis ake STC

January 2 Chapter Meeting

February 2 Chapter Meeting

March 7-10 Outdoor Sporst Show De os Place  Grand Rapids

March 15-17 Spring Fishing Outing STC

March 25 Chapter Meeting

April 1 pdate of GRSH Membership Pay dues at meeting

April 2 Chapter Meeting

May 20 Chapter Meeting

June - Summer Fishing Event Wabasis ake STC

June 15 ake Erie Walleye Contest STC

June 24 Chapter Meeting

July Chapter Family Picnic Johnson Park

August 3 Fall Big ake Outing STC

August Chapter Challenge / Double D Event stay tuned for dates

August 2 Members Meeting

September 14 Sportsman For Youth Muskegon

September 30 Members Meeting

October 1 Chapter Sponsored Buck Contest

October 2 Fall River Contest STC

October 2 Chapter Meeting

ovember 3 Fishing Partners Manistee Contest

ovember 25 Chapter Meeting

December Christmas Party Watch for details

** Fishing Outings are subject to change based on weather conditions**

Events open to the public
Meeting Location - Elks #48, 917 Bridge St NW, Grand Rapids
Time: 6:00pm-7pm Social Hour with food and beverage followed by Speaker
Board Meetings will take place after the regular Member Meeting
Email Grand Rapids Steelheaders: fishgrsteelhead@gmail.com
** Fishing Outings are subject to change based on weather conditions**

 Great akes Bay Region Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent
January 27 Caseville - ce Fishing - ake Trout Walleye

February 17 inwood - ce Fishing Statewide

April 13 Manistee - Salmon / ake Trout

April 27 State wide - Take Pictures

May 4 inwood Beach - Walleye

May 1 inwood Beach - Walleye

June 1 Sebawang - Walleye

June 15 Sebawang - Walleye id s Day

June 2 inwood Beach - Walleye

July 13 Manistee - Salmon

July 27 udington - Salmon

August 10 udington - Salmon 2 Day

 Holland Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent
January Board Meeting

February Board Meeting

February 22 Ban uet

March 12 Board Meeting

April 2 Board Meeting

April 1 Membership

May 7 Board Meeting

May 1 Spring Challenge

May 21 eague Start

June 3 Board Meeting

June All Species/BMM

June 2 ids  ings

July 1 Board Meeting

July 25 Membership

July 27 Summer Challenge

August 5 Board Meeting

August 24 adies Tournament

August 27 eague End

September Board Meeting

September 10 eague Dinner

October 1 Board Meeting

ovember 5 Board Meeting

December 3 Board Meeting

Decmeber 5 Membership

Board meetings held at  TBD ocations
General Membership  Bayshore Yacht Club 

at the Yacht Basin Marina
Doors open at  pm.  

Dinner at 7 pm  speaker to follow

For event information  go to hollandsteelheaders.org  
or call Jimmy an Brocklin 1 -240-7017

or email Brad Stephenson at 
brad.stephenson32@gmail.com

 Metro est  i onia Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent Chair  ocation
January 2 o General Membership Meeting

January 11-14 ltimate Sports Fishing Show Showplace ovi - Marc / eith Traver

January 1 Comedy Club Fund Raising Event aren Westphal

January  20 ake St. Clair ce Fishing Outing Adam Trenz

February 3 Manistee River / ce Fishing Adam Trenz

February General Membership Meeting

February 22-25 O TDOOR-RAMA Showplace ovi - Gale Frazee / Sharon Bledsoe

March 5 General Membership Meeting

March 23 M  Steelhead Challenge Manistee River / Pier Adam Trenz / Eric Braden

April 2 General Membership Meeting - Swap Meet / Awards

April 13 Clinton Rier Clean p Jay abban

April 13 Brown Trout Tournament udington - Dave Zawacki

April 20 J. Robertson Memorial Walleye Tour - Detroit R / Erie - Robert Grech / Christ Christoph

April 27 . Huron e ington Tournament Bob Schulz

April 2 . Huron e ington Tournament March Traver

May 7 General Membership Meeting

May 11 ake Erie Walleye Tournament Bob Schulz

May 1 Pt. Moulle  ayak/ SB SM Bass/Walleye eith Childs

May 1 Howard Tanner Salmon Tournament Benton Harbor Saturday
Chris Thompson / Dennis elley

May 1 Howard Tanner Salmon Tounrament Benton Harbor Sunday
Mark Platt / Dennis elley

May 25 Bruin ake ayak / Small Boat Chuck Davis

May 2 Carp Bow Hunting Event Gale Frazee

June 1 ids Fishing Outing at ensington Park TBD

June 1 Sterling SP Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

June 4 General Membership Meeting

June Cristal Waters ayak / SB / Shore Fishing Eric Braden

June 15 Cornwall Flooding ayak / Small Boat Eric Braden

June 22 ake Erie Walleye Tournament Bob Schulz / Dennis elley

June 23 ake Erie Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda

July Club Summer Picnic Mark Platt/Dave Zawacki

July 11 Erieau Tournament  Thursday                  Erieau  Canada     Clyde Schoen/C Christoph

July 13 Erieau Tournament  Friday                   Erieau  Canada     Henry abors/Ron Bellemore

July 13 Manistee River Cleanup Day @High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff

July 25 udington Salmon Tournament - Thursday Gale Frazee / Tom Abdelnour

July 27 udington Salmon Tournament - Saturday Dave  im Zawacki

July 2 udington Salmon Tournament - Sunday M   Traver

August General Membership Meeting

New address:
P.O. Box 74450

Grand Rapids, MI  49514

 Great akes Bay Region  continued
Month Date E ent
August 24 Manistee - Salmon 2 Day

September 7 Manistee / Frankfort - Salmon T.B.D.

December 14 Ban uet .F.W. Midland

Meetings held at  3013 Bay City Road  Midland  M  4 42    Phone  -4 -3410

Board meetings begin at 7 00pm. lease call the ort Chairman no later than Monday prior to the outing hether 
you plan on attending or not attending  On the day of the outing  call in on Marine Radio  Channel 72.

Weigh-in follows each outing. Picnics follows weigh-in on Saturdays only.
Outings   All Steelheader members pay 5.00. All non-Steelheaders pay 10.00 to participate.

Children 1  and nder are free. Picnic is 5.00 for everyone.

isit our web page www.steel-headers.com

Metro West calendar continued on page 19
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 South Ha en Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent

ote  SH Steelheaders SHS  Chapter E ents in BO D 

February Russ omeroy Memorial ce Fishing Tourney  ate Location based on ice conditions

February Michigan Free Fishing Weekend

February South Ha en Steeheaders Tacklepaloo a S ap Meet  American egion ost 

March ltimate Sport Sho   eVos lace  Grand Rapids

March Fishing Seminar  South Ha en American egion ost 

April ake Michigan Fisheries orkshop  South Ha en American egion ost 

May Hori on Bank uake Coho Classic  Michigan City  

May St. Joe ourney  SW Chapter

May South Ha en ro Am Tournament Captains Registration  American egion ost 

May South Ha en ro Am Tournament

May Merle Morris Tournament  Ri er Bend Boat Club

June South Ha en Steelheaders  Harbor ight Bre ery adies Tournament 

June Free Fishing Weekend

June South Haven Harbor est

August SHS Fish Boil Blueberry Festi al   August th 

August SHS Operation n ured Soldier SH Salute to eterans

August Labor ay Weekend

ovember South Ha en Steelheaders Ri er Tournament 

ecember South Ha en Steelheaders Holiday arty 

 South Ha en Steelheaders Membership  Board Meeting Dates South Ha en Steelheaders Membership  Board Meeting Dates
 JA AR  M MB RSH  M G 

F B th  rd hursday  Guest speaker  B
MAR st   rd hursday eek a ter GR ltimate Sports Sho    Best Chance Fishing Seminar
A R L th   rd hursday  Southern Lake Michigan Fisheries Workshop  r. an ee e presenting

MA  th  rd  hursday prior to SHS ro Am  Membership meeting. 
J  th  rd hursday 
J L  th  rd hursday 

A G th  nd hursday  rior to the Annual Fish Boil
S  th  rd hursday  Regular  Board meeting to prioriti e  set ne t year s events.  event chairs. 

ecember  o meeting in lieu o  Holiday arty 
he  ro Am ournament Committee ick o  meeting is the st Wednesday o  ovember 

Note: All Board and membership meetings are generally held the third hursday o  each month e cept or 
special circumstances such as ro Am Captain s Meeting set up in May  Fish Boil organi ational meeting 

in August and prior to eer Season in ovember.
Meeting Location:  South Haven American Legion ost   Michigan Avenue  South Haven  M  

Board Meetings start at pm and membership meetings at pm.
For more in ormation email  president southhavensteelheaders.com

 South est M  Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date E ent nformation

Membership meetings and board meeting are held the second Thursday of each month 

www.swmisteelheaders.com
www.facebook.com/southwestmichigansteelheaders

January 11 Annual party  Club Elections  2023 Big Fish Awards

March 14 uarterly Meeting - Spring Big ake Fishing Techni ues

May Schu s Shootout Big ake Tournament

May 10-11 Schu s Summer Challenge Tournament Tournament Trail Event

June 13 uarterly Meeting - Summer Run Steelhead  Offshore Fishing the Thermocline

July 27 Trolling with the Troops Fishing Event

October 10 uarterly Meeting - Fall Run Salmon and Steelhead

December 7 Winter Challenge River Fishing Tournament

Membership Meetings Held at
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Elks 541  01 Riverview Drive  Benton Harbor M  4 022
Board Meeting    M, Social    M, Meeting    M

Contact  Jim Marohn 2 -20 -27 4

 Thumb Chapter Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date Time E ent ocation  nformation
May am Can Can Fishing Tournament Harbor Beach Marina

May pm Regular Meeting bly Foxhunters

une am eterans Fishing Outing Harbor Beach Marina

uly pm Regular Meeting bly Foxhunters

October pm Regular Meeting bly Foxhunters

Contact Scott Stanke at  for in uiries

 Thunderbay Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date Time nformation
January 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

January 27 7 00pm ce Fishing Derby on ake Avolon

February 4 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

March 2 7 00pm Annual Meeting / Dinner 4 00

April 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

May 2 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

May 1 5 30am Alpena tournament

June 5 30am Pres ue sle Tournament

June 22  23 5 30am Pres ue sle Tournament  both mornings

July 1 7 00pm Alpena tournament

August 5 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

August 23 7 00pm Rogers City Tournament

September 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

October 7 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

December 2 7 00pm Monthly Meeting

Contact Dan Bouchard at dan bouchard hotmail com for in uiries

 Metro est  continued
Month Date E ent Chair  ocation
August 10 Salmon Tournament - Saturday                          Manistee - Henry abors / Dave Hutton

August 11 Salmon Tournament - Sunday Manistee - Marc / irk Traver

August 17 ake Tournament Frankfort - Robert Grech / C Cristoph

August 1 Salmon Tournament Frankfort - Bill Dodge / C Christoph

August 24 PM ake ayak / Small Boat Eric Braden

September 3 General Membership Meeting

September 7 Manistee ayak / SB  Pier Tournaments Eric Braden

September 2 Manistee River Tounraments Fabian Sepulveda

September 2 Muskegon ake Salmon Campout ayak / SB eith Childs

October 1 General Membership Meeting

October 12 ake Erie Perch Outing Dave Zawacki

October 1 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2023 Calendar Mtg elley/Trenz/ abors/Zawacki

October 1 udington Pier / Beach Event Eric Braden

ovember 2 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Zawacki/Braden/Trenz

ovember 12 General Membership Meeting - 2nd Tues. Election Day Room at Senior Center 5

ovember 30 Ohio Walleye Tournament Dave Zawacki

December 3 CHR STMAS PARTY - HAPPY HO DAYS

December  7 PM River Tournament Marc Traver / Adam Trenz

December 14 Huron River Tournament Roger Hinchcliff

 A  MEMBERSH P MEET GS ARE OPE  TO THE P B C
7 00 PM at The ew ivonia Seniors Center at the Southeast Corner of Farmington Road and Five Mile Road

WEB Site  Go to www.metroweststeelheaders.org  
f you have uestions  contact Metro est Steelheaders, O BO  , i onia M  

Contact resident Bob Schulz  bobschulz7@gmail.com  24 - 15-0043ent
embership irector Henry abors 24 -225-4 4ctor

DON’T MOVE A MUSSEL
Double Check your Gear, Boat, Trailer, Vehicle - It’s the Law!

 hite Ri er Steelheader s Calendar of E ents
Month Date Time E ent information

ote   All meetings will be held at 30 pm at the FW  any changes in location will be decided a couple of days before
the meeting.  Any uestions or to verify dates/times please call Clint Pollock at 231  3-0210 or Terry Clark at 231  

3- 05.

January 4 30pm Meeting at the FW

February 1 30pm Meeting at the FW

March 7 30pm Meeting at the FW

April 4 30pm Meeting at the FW

May 2 30pm Meeting at the FW

June 30pm Meeting at the FW

July o Meeting

August 1 30pm Meeting at the FW

September 5 30pm Meeting at the FW

October 3 30pm Meeting at the FW

ovember 7 30pm Meeting at the FW

December 5 30pm Meeting at the FW
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